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DOCUMENTS PROVIDING INFORMATION ON THE MANDATES SET FORTH IN RESOLUTIONS AG/RES. 1911 (XXXIII-O/03) AND AG/RES. 1962 (XXXIII-O/03)
(Document prepared by the General Secretariat)

This document is being distributed to the permanent missions
and will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.
August 22, 2003

Excellency: 


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to forward to you the attached documents containing information and a status report that you requested pursuant to the mandates set forth in resolutions AG/RES. 1911 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 1962 (XXXIII-O/03) which, in accordance with the Work Plan of the Permanent Council, will be included on the order of business of the meeting scheduled for September 10, 2003.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Alfonso Quiñónez

Official in charge of the Executive Secretariat

for Integral Development
His Excellency

Raymond Valcin

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Haiti

  to the Organization of American States

Chair of the Permanent Council

Washington, D.C.

Attachments
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IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS AG/RES. 1865 (XXXII-O/02) and
AG/RES. 1911 (XXXIII-O/03), “FOLLOW-UP ON THE MONTERREY
CONFERENCE ON FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT”

· General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1865 (XXXII-O/02) entrusted the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) with identifying opportunities for strengthening cooperation in light of the results of the Monterrey Conference.

· Further, it instructed CEPCIDI and the Permanent Council to evaluate appropriate mechanisms by which the OAS might help member states link up with the instruments and mechanisms for development financing identified by the Conference.

· As a result, CEPCIDI established the Working Group to identify a follow-up strategy to the Monterrey Conference on Financing for Development.  It specified that the strategy would be based on three mutually reinforcing areas:  policy, technical cooperation, and financial cooperation, and drew up a work plan with the following goals and actions for possible consideration:
· Goals:
a.
To strengthen partnership for development so that the OAS may be better placed and equipped to make its technical cooperation activities, including its instruments, more attractive and coherent, and to bring about closer coordination among the different areas of the Secretariat. 

b.
To make better use of the comparative advantage of the OAS as a forum for political dialogue, in particular to integrate the political aspects of development and the cooperation responses being considered by ministerial meetings and other processes within the framework of the Summits of the Americas and the OAS. 

c. To help member states to be better positioned to link up with the instruments and mechanisms for development financing identified by the Conference, within the context of the principles that it agreed to: justice, equity, democracy, participation, transparency, accountability, and inclusion.
· Actions for possible consideration:
a) To examine the best means of integrating international institutions into the work of the OAS, in particular political dialogue and cooperation activities, for which it is necessary to have a better understanding of their institutional framework and their methods of work.  In that connection, consultations will be held with international institutions, in particular ECLAC and the IDB, in order to move forward with the process.
b) To define areas in which the OAS may give countries additional support in linking up with the instruments and mechanisms for development financing identified by the Monterrey Conference and in adhering to the principles
 agreed to by said Conference.

c) To engage in productive dialogue with traditional and other potential donors.  Informal meetings will be held with permanent observers and other donor countries.  To prepare for these meetings, the Chair of the Working Group has instructed the Secretariat to prepare a document outlining the cooperation received from permanent observers and other countries and an analysis of the areas or programs financed in the last five years.  Likewise, the Secretariat is being asked to explore the priority areas in which they are interested. 
d) To improve coordination among the areas of the Secretariat.  To that end, meetings will be held with the units and areas of the General Secretariat to receive comments on how best to achieve our goals. 
e) To evaluate the most appropriate mechanisms for integrating civil society into the political dialogue. 
f) To define the most relevant areas of the Monterrey Consensus in which the OAS could become involved;  in particular, those in the Plan of Action of the Summit of the Americas, such as the establishment of necessary domestic conditions in which local resources and international development financing will be used more effectively, focusing on good government, institution building, and skills creation. 
g) To place special emphasis on the relationship between transparency, efforts to combat corruption, and the rule of law—working areas in which the Organization has a comparative advantage over other inter-American institutions. 
h) To define a series of cooperation principles since the Monterrey Consensus underscores that efforts to make partnership for development effective are as important as financial assistance.  In the case of the Americas, there is no set agenda to promote this goal at the hemispheric level and, considering that the effectiveness of partnership for development is directly linked to the framework principles of the Monterrey Consensus, the OAS could define its principles.
i) To be familiar with the status of Official Development Assistance in order to better direct the activities of the Working Group.
j) To study the Secretariat’s proposal on the possible establishment of national or hemispheric social action funds.  Depending on the results, a special proposal could be presented to CIDI that would incorporate technical, legal, financial, or any other suggestions or concerns.
· CIDI and the General Assembly, in its resolution AG/RES. 1911 (XXXIII-O/03), took note of the actions and measures taken and instructed CIDI to continue evaluating the most appropriate mechanisms by which the OAS might help member states link up with the instruments and mechanisms identified by the Monterrey Conference.  Likewise, the Working Group was asked to continue its work so as to identify specific actions to support the member states in their efforts to benefit from the results of the Monterrey Conference and to strengthen partnership for development.

· CEPCIDI reelected the Alternate Representative of the United States, Margarita Riva, as Chair of the Working Group; she is working with the Secretariat to draw up the schedule for implementation of the Work Plan.
IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02) AND
AG/RES. 1962 (XXXiII-O/03), “POVERTY, EQUITY, AND SOCIAL INCLUSION”


At its thirty-second regular session, the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02), “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion,” in which, in addition to reiterating that the fight against poverty was a priority, it resolved to hold a high-level meeting to address the challenges that poverty, inequity, and social exclusion presented for the inter-American system.  The results of that meeting would be presented to the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) so that they might define jointly new actions to strengthen existing mechanisms for cooperation to support the OAS member states in combating poverty.


For its part, resolution AG/RES. 1962 (XXXIII-O/03), adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session, reiterated the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02).  Likewise, it recalled that the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirmed that the fight against poverty was essential to the promotion and consolidation of democracy and constituted a common and shared responsibility of the American states; and that, according to the Declaration of Quebec City, adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas, no effort should be spared to free the citizens of the Americas from the dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty.  It also reiterated that the fight against poverty was a priority and a constant concern of the member states and that the OAS should support their efforts to reduce poverty levels in the Hemisphere.


The High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion was originally scheduled for November 20 to 22, 2002.  However, it could not be held at that time and the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) decided, at its LXXXVI Regular Meeting, on November 14, 2002, to accept Venezuela’s offer to host the meeting during the first three months of 2003.  That notwithstanding, in keeping with Venezuela’s proposal, CEPCIDI, at its XCI Regular Meeting, decided that the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion would be held in Porlamar, Isla Margarita, from October 8 to 10, 2003.  Accordingly, it was decided that the highest authorities in charge of combating poverty in the countries as well as experts on the subject would be invited to the High-Level Meeting to examine its main themes and suggest lines of action for the inter-American system. 

With support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and the Unit for Social Development and Education, CEPCIDI has been working intensely to define an agenda for the meeting.  A Provisional Annotated Agenda (CEPCIDI/doc.577/03 rev. 5) is currently under consideration.  It has been agreed to in principle but on the understanding that it would remain open to proposals from delegations to enrich the text.  For further information, the Provisional Agenda has been attached hereto as an appendix.  It contains background information on the meeting, topics for discussion, and the meeting’s objectives and methodology.
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HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON POVERTY, EQUITY, AND SOCIAL INCLUSION

Isla Margarita, Venezuela, October 8-10, 2003

ANNOTATED AGENDA

BACKGROUND

The High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion will be held within the framework of CIDI, in accordance with resolutions CIDI/RES. 113 (VII-O/02), AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02), CEPCIDI/RES. 90 (LXXXIX-O/03) and CIDI/RES. 130 (VIII-O/03). The aforementioned General Assembly resolution sets forth the general objectives of the meeting, and suggests “that the program for the meeting include, inter alia, the following points:  (a) the role of the OAS in hemispheric social development; and (b) the identification of mechanisms to promote cooperation for the development and exchange of information on effective and efficient programs to combat poverty.”

Further, it should be noted that the objectives of the meeting are also contained in certain provisions of the Charter of the OAS, in declarations from the Summits of the Americas, and in Chapter III of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the relationship between democracy, integral development and combating poverty.

The High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion is especially significant in light of the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust:  A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas, adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session, in Santiago, Chile.  The Declaration maintains that “the economic and social development of the developing countries of the region must be effectively addressed to support their democratic governance.”  Specifically with regard to the key topics of the meeting, the Declaration states that strengthening democratic governance calls for the elimination of poverty and social exclusion and the promotion of equitable economic growth, by means of sound public policies and practices that promote equal opportunity, education, health, and full employment.

Based on these provisions, the preliminary draft program for the meeting was designed to meet the following specific objectives: (a) to use an introductory panel to provide a global and regional frame of reference to analyze the role of the inter-American system, based on an evaluation of the challenges of poverty and the economic crisis; (b) to provide information on progress in and implications of methodologies to measure poverty and inequity; (c) to draw up a balance sheet of the results of strategies to reduce poverty and exclusion, particularly those aimed at women, children,  the indigenous and the elderly; (d) to provide a space to exchange information and lessons learned, with a view to fostering coordination and mutual support in attaining the region’s development and social justice objectives; and (e) to generate strategies to strengthen the Inter-American Committee on Social Development and the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination, and to facilitate the periodic holding of the Inter-American Conferences of Ministers and High Authorities in the Area of Social Development, in addition to preparing a series of recommendations to provide guidance as to the specific role of the OAS in hemispheric social development.

PARTICIPANTS

In keeping with its status as a high-level meeting, invitations will be extended to ministers of social development or authorities in charge of policies to combat poverty and to the permanent representatives of member states to the OAS, in order to highlight the importance that member states attach to this subject among the Organization’s priorities.  In addition, invitations will be extended to directors of social investment funds and other institutions in the social network, representatives of international organizations, and special guests from academia and civil society organizations.

Wednesday, October 8

4:00 p.m.
Meeting of Heads of Delegation

Discussion on the designation of the meeting’s officers, including the chair, vice chair, rapporteur, and moderators, as well as the formation of a working group responsible for preparing the event’s conclusions and recommendations.

5:00 p.m.
Inaugural session

The inaugural session will comprise statements by the President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Hugo Chávez Frías; OAS Secretary General César Gaviria; the President of the Inter-American Development Bank, Enrique Iglesias; the Permanent Representative of the Mission of Venezuela to the OAS and Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, Ambassador Jorge Valero; and the Minister of Health and Social Development, María Lourdes Urbaneja.

Thursday, October 9

8:00 a.m.
Registration of Participants

9:00 a.m.
Introductory Panel: The Inter-American System in the Face of the Challenges Posed by Extreme Poverty 

Panelists:  Senior officials of inter-American organizations and organizations with hemispheric responsibility, including the OAS, CIM, IIN, III, PAHO, IICA, ECLAC, UNDP, the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Bank, CARICOM, CDB SELA and BCIE..

Objectives:  To provide a global and regional frame of reference to guide the discussions of the meeting.  Evaluations will be presented of the challenges posed by poverty in the Americas, with special reference to the phenomenon of the feminization of poverty, and an analysis made of how the current economic crisis will affect hemispheric social development now and in the future as well as the feasibility of meeting the millennium goals and the objectives of the Third Summit of the Americas.  The need to integrate economic policies and social development will also be discussed. The implications of macroeconomic and integration policies will be considered in relation to the reduction of poverty, inequity, and exclusion.

10:00 a.m.
Discussion

11:00 a.m.
Break

11:30 a.m.
First Plenary Session:  Overview of Political Strategies and Programs for Equity and Social Inclusion, and Their Relationship to the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination

Objectives:  Results of the strategies to reduce poverty implemented in the Hemisphere in the past decade and prospects for the coming years.  The discussion will revolve around the priority subjects identified in the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty: development and modernization of public institutions and social management; strengthening of mechanisms for the participation of civil society to overcome poverty and discrimination; promotion and financing of social investment; and strategies and programs to combat marginalization and discrimination against women, indigenous peoples and other vulnerable groups, including children and the elderly.  A Minister or High Authority of Social Development from each subregion will present a brief subregional analysis, which will be followed by discussion.

12:30 p.m.
Discussion

1:00 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.
Second Plenary Session:  Challenges to Measuring Poverty and Inequity Gaps

Objectives:  To examine the current status of methodological problems stemming from the different definitions and ways of measuring poverty, and their impact on the design of public policies to eliminate poverty.  Special emphasis will be placed on national efforts to measure poverty, taking into account statistics and indicators broken down ly gender, age and vulnerable groups.

3:00 p.m.
Discussion

4:00 p.m.
Break

4:30 p.m.
Third Plenary Session:  Experiences in Applying Policies and Programs to Combat Poverty and Achieve Greater Equity and Inclusion
Objectives:  Lessons learned from poverty programs that have included participation, transparency, and joint efforts by the government, civil society, and the private sector.  Experiences in which corporate social responsibility has been the focus will be included, along with those using “best practices”, lessons learned from unsuccessful initiatives, and “consolidated programs” based on work with the Social Network, enriched with the experiences of other countries.  In addition, consideration will be given to the most appropriate mechanisms to critically share and transfer programs and best practices, through internships and workshops, accompanied by horizontal cooperation mechanisms through the Internet, along with activities which have successfully incorporated the gender perspective and the progress of women and other vulnerable groups living in poverty. 

5:30 p.m.
Discussion

6:00 p.m.
Working Group:  Summary and Conclusions of the First Day
A working group will be formed to work with the Rapporteur in preparing a summary of the discussions of the first day, with support provided by the Technical Secretariat.

Friday, October 10

8:00 a.m.
Consideration and Approval of the Document Containing the Summary and Conclusions of the Previous Day

8:30 a.m.
Fourth Plenary Session:  Corruption, a Critical Obstacle for Social Development

Objectives:  Analysis of the impact of corruption on social investment and of measures to ensure greater transparency and social auditing in the use of resources.  Anti-corruption programs developed in the past decade will be shared, as will relevant experiences with government reform and modernization processes.

9:30 a.m.
Discussion

10:00 a.m.
Break

10:30 a.m.
Fifth Plenary Session:  Identification of Inter-American Mechanisms to Eliminate Poverty, Inequity, and Social Exclusion; Strengthening the Role of the OAS in this Process

Objectives:  Based on the information gathered from previous sessions, mechanisms to strengthen cooperation among the organizations in the inter-American system, and between them and national sectoral authorities, will be examined.  Following the mandate of the OAS General Assembly resolution, the specific role of the OAS in efforts to combat poverty will be examined.  In this regard, the following topics will be considered, among others:  updating the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination; and convening the Inter-American Committee on Social Development next year, and the need for it to prepare the agenda for the Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development.

11:30 p.m.
Discussion

12:30 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.
Working Group:  Summary and Conclusions of the Second Day

3:30 p.m.
Break

4:00 p.m.
Closing Session:  Conclusions and Recommendations 

The closing session will be presided over by the Chair of the meeting. The summary document of the working group and the conclusions of the High-Level Meeting will be submitted to the plenary for its consideration and approval. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Ambassador Roy Chaderton, will close the event.
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�.	The principles of justice, equity, democracy, participation, transparency, accountability, and inclusion.


�.	Efforts will be made to ensure an appropriate subregional representation in the working group.  The group will receive support from the Technical Secretariat and may request advice from the experts invited to the Meeting.
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