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SECOND QUARTERLY REPORT ON EXPENDITURES MADE FROM FUNDS ALLOCATED UNDER CP/RES.831 (1342/02)

(Office of External Relations)

The Office of External Relations was established by Executive Order 97-4, of July 23, 1997. Its purpose is to advise the various offices of the General Secretariat and the governing bodies on all activities associated with external relations, while promoting and maintaining communication with the headquarters country of the Organization, nongovernmental organizations, academic institutions, the private sector, and nonprofit organizations, among others. The activities advanced by the OER are thus focused on fostering the exchange of information between the OAS and external institutions, increasing awareness about its activities, coordinating efforts to enhance the image of the Organization, and providing a point of contact and references for interested internal and external audiences.

In 2002, the Permanent Council allocated US$100,000 to the Department of Public Information and the Office of External Relations to pursue outreach activities. Under the provisions of the above-referenced resolution, the Director of the Office of External Relations and Officer in Charge of the Department of Public Information decided to notionally allot US$35,000 to the Office of External Relations.

During the second quarter of 2003, and as part of its outreach activities, the Office of External Relations used a total of US$6,382 of the funds allocated under CP/RES.831 (1342/02). Of this total, US$1,882 were used to cover the travel expenses of two speakers who attended a conference organized by the OER on hemispheric security; US$1000 were used to pay a contractor hired to complete the last stage of OER’s Speaker’s Bureau; US$1,000 were used to pay a contractor hired to translate a document on Permanent Observers to the OAS and US$2,000 have been committed to complete this job during the months of July and August; and US$500 were used to pay a contractor hired to research information and write specific texts for unfinished icons of the OAS Children’s Page. A description of these activities follows.

Conference on Security in the Americas

On May 21, 2003, the Office of External Relations, in conjunction with the World Affairs Council and the Center for Latin American Issues at the George Washington University hosted a half-day conference on “A New Look at Security in the Americas” in the Hall of the Americas at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C. Anthony De Palma, the internationally-known New York Times reporter and best selling author moderated the discussion of the expert panel, which included Ambassador Miguel Ruiz-Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, Dr. Joseph Tulchin, Director of the Latin American Program at the Woodrow Wilson Center, Dr. Ivelaw Griffith, Dean of the Honors College and Professor of Political Science at Florida International University, and Dr. Paul Gully, Senior Director General, Population and Public Health Branch, Canada.  The panel examined a wide range of hemispheric security issues, including crime, corruption, democratic governance, illicit arms-trafficking, narco-trafficking, money laundering, public health issues, and the role of the media in dealing with these concerns. US$1,882 from the funds allocated to OER from the Reserve Subfund were used to pay for Anthony DePalma’s roundtrip travel by train to and from the Conference (NY-Wash, DC-NY) as well as for Dr. Ivelaw Griffith’s travel by plane to and from the Conference (Miami- Wash, DC - Miami). The funds were also used to pay for Dr. DePalma’s and Dr. Grifitth’s per diem and terminal expenses (one day each) and for their one-night hotel stay at the Lombardy.  

Speaker’s Bureau

In May 2003 the Office of External Relations paid a Contractor US$1,000 to complete the last stage of the Speaker’s Bureau. The Speakers’ Bureau is a source for external audiences to identify OAS speakers specialized in areas such as human rights, democracy, drug abuse, hemispheric security, corruption, terrorism, women’s issues, culture, education, science and technology, indigenous affairs, children’s issues, civil society, labor, ports, sustainable development, environment, telecommunications, tourism, trade, integration, telecommunications, and technical cooperation. In addition, the Contractor identified and developed a list of prominent speakers in the Washington, DC Metropolitan area from local government agencies, universities, think tanks, NGOs, and the private sector who could participate in OAS projects and events. This included detailed background information on each speaker, biographies and CVs, as well as information on participation in past events. The speakers were identified according to their area of expertise, which coincide with OAS priority issues.
Document on Permanent Observers

The Office of External Relations is responsible for updating and maintaining the official website on the fifty-six Permanent Observers to the OAS. This site includes basic information such as lists of Permanent Observer countries and Permanent Observers appointed to the OAS, contact information, country profiles, resolutions pertaining to the status of Permanent Observer, and tables with detailed information on contributions to specific programs and activities of the Organization, among other important data. Specifically, the contractor was hired to translate this site into Spanish since the majority of this information was provided by the Permanent Observer Missions to the OAS and only the English version of the information was available. As stated previously, an additional US$ 2000 have been committed to complete this project during the months of July and August. 

Children’s Page

In April 2003 the Office of External Relations paid US$500 to a Contractor to research information and write specific texts for unfinished icons of the OAS Children’s Page. In particular, the Contractor completed the “Myths and Legends” icon and the ”History of the OAS” icon of the Children’s Page.

*

To date, US$8,882 have been spent, including the expenditures made in the first quarter, which are detailed in the First Quarterly Report on Expenditures made from Funds allocated to the Office of External Relations under CP/RES. 831 (1342/02). The current account balance as of June 30, 2003 is US$26,118.
	USE OF FUNDS ALLOCATED UNDER CP/RES.831 (1342/02)

	FIRST QUARTER

(January-March 2003)
	Activity
	Executed Funds

	
	Contractor Children’s Page
	US$500.00

	
	Contractor Speaker’s Bureau
	US$2,000.00

	SUBTOTAL:
	US$2,500.00

	SECOND QUARTER
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(April-June 2003)
	Contractor Permanent Observer Document (June-August 2003)
	US$3,000.00

	
	Travel Speaker I/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$329.00

	
	Per Diem & Terminal Expenses Speaker I/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$170.84

	
	Hotel Speaker I/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$159.16

	
	Travel Speaker II/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$833.00

	
	Per Diem Speaker II/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$110.84

	
	Terminal Expenses Speaker II/ Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$120.00

	
	Hotel Speaker II/Hemispheric Security Conference
	US$159.16

	
	Contractor Children’s Page
	US$500.00

	
	Contractor Second Stage of Speaker’s Bureau
	US$1,000.00

	SUBTOTAL
	US6,382.00$

	TOTAL
	US$8,882.00

	

	INITIAL ALLOTMENT
	US$35,000.00

	BALANCE
	US$26,118.00
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