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ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES


Washington, D.C.

The Chair of the Permanent Council

November 28, 2003

Mr. Gerard Pierre Charles


      
Mr. Victor Benoit

Organisation de Peuple en Lutte (OPL)

Espace de Concertation

Mr. Luc Mesadieu




Mr. Hubert de Ronceray

Mouvement Chretien pour une


Mouvement Patriotique pour la

Nouvelle Haiti MMOCHRENHA)


Sauvegarde Nationale (MPSN)

Convergence Democratique

105, Ave. Lamartiniere, Bois Verna

Port au Prince, Haiti (W.I.)

Dear Sirs :


 Secretary General Cesar Gaviria has transmitted to me your letter of November 16, 2003 (with a list of attachments) regarding the situation in Haiti. 

Like Permanent Council Chairs Roger Noriega of the United States and Odeen Ishmael of Guyana before me, I, too, am concerned about the deteriorating political and security situation in Haiti.  I therefore fully support the call made in AG/RES. 1959 for “all parties in Haiti to participate in the formation of a Provisional Electoral Council (CEP) when a climate of security conducive to free, fair and transparent elections has been created.”  

In this regard, like my predecessors, I have taken careful note of the Convergence Democratique’s readiness, as outlined in your letter of November 16, “to participate in elections, which it sees as the only lasting way out of the crisis, the only means of returning to constitutional normalcy.”  Your related comment on the Government has been noted.
This is why as part of efforts called for in AG/RES. 1959 “to promote increased dialogue between the Government of Haiti and civil society and the Convergence Democratique,” the Secretary General appointed in August a Special Envoy for Dialogue in Haiti, Ambassador Terence Todman, with whom the Convergence Democratique had an opportunity to meet, and who worked assiduously to bridge the differences among the various political and civil society groups and to catalyze security and confidence building measures that would lead to the formation of the CEP. 

Further, I note that along the lines of your letter of November 16, in his recent Report the Secretary General presented options for strengthening the OAS Special Mission in Haiti to provide, among other things, tangible support to a consensual CEP, that will, as you noted, be “functional, productive and reliable in the eyes of the people and the diverse political sectors,” and which will also “create the necessary security and political conditions for holding genuine elections in Haiti as quickly as possible.”

The strengthening of the Special Mission and the effectiveness of its work in Haiti will depend to a large extent on resources and cooperation that will be placed at its disposal by the international community and by all parties involved in Haiti.

These issues will no doubt arise at the December 3 meeting of the Permanent Council with which I have shared your letter and this reply thereto.





Yours sincerely,




   Salvador E. Rodezno Fuentes




Chairman of the Permanent Council



[image: image2.wmf] 

 

PERMANENT

 COUNCIL

 


Port-au-Prince, November 16, 2003
Ambassador César Gaviria
Secretary General of the Organization of American States 
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Secretary General,

The Board of Convergence Démocratique presents its compliments to the Permanent Council and, on the eve of the Council’s next meeting, would like to express its concerns about developments in the situation in Haiti.

First of all, we would like to draw your attention to the absolute indifference or even disdain demonstrated by the head of the Lavalas government regarding the substance of resolutions 806, 822, and 1959 and the recommendations of the high-level mission that visited Haiti on March 19 and 20. 

Actually, no serious attempt has yet been made by Haitian authorities to establish confidence and security in the country.  Nothing specific has been done to combat impunity, disarm armed groups, or lay the foundation for the formation of the Provisional Electoral Council provided for in the Initial Draft Agreement, adopted by the Government and Convergence Démocratique, under the auspices of the OAS.

Amiot Métayer’s arrest had been urgently called for in resolutions 806 and 822 and in every request made by Convergence and by the Haitian people in general.  That decision, once it had been the subject of all forms of manipulation, pretense, and delay, was ultimately replaced by Mr. Métayer’s murder so as to make it absolutely impossible to determine the truth concerning the criminal events of December 17, 2001.

The political environment is on a steady decline.  This deterioration is apparent in the information and disclosures made public since the OAS meeting in Santiago, Chile:
1.
The scandal resulting from the appointment to the post of Director General of the National Haitian Police (PNH) of Mr. Jean Claude Jean Baptiste, denounced by a public outcry and by numerous witnesses as the main perpetrator of summary executions, repression, and other illicit practices ordered by Mr. Aristide. 
2.
The self-exile of Jean Robert Faveur, Director General of the Police, appointed to that post by Mr. Aristide in agreement with the OAS Special Mission, and his statements regarding the National Police and the Presidency’s control over that institution.
3.
The report of the NCHR (National Coalition for Haitian Rights) condemning the illicit and unconstitutional introduction of armed civilians, acting as a political militia within the Haitian National Police. 

4.
The information disclosed during a program aired on Radio Quisqueya of Port-au-Prince by the policemen Charles Jean Panel and Toussaint Gérôme concerning the systematic reincorporation into the PNH of former members of the institution who had been punished for serious crimes as well as the repressive and criminal practices taking place in the Delmas police station.
5.
The dismissal of the judges on the Cap-Haïtien Civil Court, in violation of the Constitution, and the appointment in Gonaïves of a government commissioner who does not meet any of the legal standards for such a nomination.
6.
Systematic killings by the PNH and armed civilians, which began on July 2 in the city of Gonaïves, particularly in the Raboteau district, and have reached a toll of 14 dead and some 20 wounded. 
7.
The violence utilized to prevent peaceful demonstrations by the opposition and civil society—violence that was especially systematic at the meeting convened in Cité-Soleil on July 12 by the Group of 184 and at the demonstration convened on October 14 by the Front du Nord and the Convergence Démocratique in Cap-Haïtien.
8. The repression against an organized sit-in by a women’s organization collective in front of the Palais de Justice in Port-au-Prince.
9. The government violence utilized to boycott, repress, and prevent the large demonstration that the Group of 184 had convened on November 14 to introduce to the nation its “Social Contract” and its proposed solution to the crisis. 

These facts are part of a systematic policy of violations of the Constitution and of public freedoms. Wherever citizens gather to express public views contrary to the Government’s, they are the target of repressive violence by members of the National Police or by an illicit and unconstitutional political militia. 

Moreover, the establishment of government machinery to control a possible electoral process is accompanied by a series of pseudo-legal procedures aimed at amending the 1987 Constitution, which are apparent in the “Draft Amendment of the Constitution,” adopted by an illegitimate Parliament by means completely inconsistent with those provided for in the Constitution (newspaper L’Union, October 13, 2003). 

For all these reasons, Convergence Démocratique, wishes to express its concern about what seems to be the simple routine acceptance of the fact that, despite the inter-American instruments in place in Haiti and under the cover of these instruments, Mr. Jean Bertrand Aristide is continuing to move forward in his antidemocratic undertaking, showing disdain not only for the aforementioned resolutions but also for the basic principles of inter-American law and the Democratic Charter.

Under such circumstances, how is it possible to think about genuine elections in Haiti unless a set of effective measures, in terms of security and confidence, are adopted to guarantee the conditions of the process?  

It is in this climate of uncertainty, expanded by an increasingly violent policy on the part of the government in power, that demonstrations for Mr. Aristide’s resignation are on the increase in various regions of the country.

Convergence Démocratique is prepared to participate in elections, which it sees as the only lasting way out of the crisis, the only means of returning to constitutional normalcy, which has been and is constantly ignored by the Lavalas government.  It considers, however, that it is essential to reinvigorate the provisions and mechanisms established by resolutions 822 and 1959. 

Moreover, in the face of what strikes the Haitian population confronted by this reign of violence as an obvious inadequacy of the OAS technical mission to deal with such a daunting reality, we consider that the OAS Council should consider measures to enhance the mission’s effectiveness by substantially increasing its numbers and possibly making specific changes to its mandate.

Such provisions would help to make the Provisional Electoral Council functional, productive, and reliable, in the eyes of the people and the diverse political sectors, and to create the necessary security and political conditions for holding genuine elections in Haiti as quickly as possible.


Sincerely yours,
The Board of Convergence Démocratique:

___________________________
___________________________


Gérard Pierre-Charles
Victor Benoît


Organisation du Peuple en Lutte (OPL) 
Espace de Concertation

__________________________
___________________________


Luc Mesadieu
Hubert de Ronceray


Mouvement Chrétien pour une
Mouvement Patriotique pour la

Nouvelle Haïti (MOCHRENHA)
Sauvegarde Nationale (MPSN)
APPENDIX
/
1. Letter of resignation from Mr. Jean Robert Faveur, Interim Director of the Haitian National Police (PNH)

2. Report of the National Coalition for Haitian Rights (NCHR) on the massive return of the phenomenon of Attachés (armed civilian auxiliaries to the security forces)

3. Declaration of former police officer Jean-Panel Charles, who has taken refuge in France

4. NCHR press release on the dismissal of judges of the Civil Court of First Instance of Cap-Haïtien

5. Open letter from the NCHR to the Superior Council of the Haitian National Police (CSPN) on the situation of the PNH

6. Report of the NCHR on the events in Cap-Haïtien

7. Open letter from the Platform of Haitian Human Rights Organizations (POHDH) and the NCHR to the PNH Inspector General on the unspeakable behavior of certain PNH members

8. NCHR press release on the disruption of weekend solidarity activities by the Northern Opposition Front in Cap-Haïtien

9. Statement by Judge Louis Joinet, United Nations Independent Expert on the human rights situation in Haiti

10. Note from the newspaper Le Nouvelliste on the sit-in staged by feminist organizations in front of the Palais de Justice (law courts)
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�.	The documents to which reference is made may be found in the Columbus Memorial Library, at the OAS Headquarters.
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