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PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AT ITS THIRTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION
EMBASSY OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Santiago, June   , 2003

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to forward the attached personal message from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, His Excellency Mr. Igor Ivanov, on the occasion of the thirty-third regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States.


Bearing in mind that you will be President of the General Assembly, I would ask you kindly to distribute this message as an official document.


Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.


/s/


Vladimir V. Chkhikvadze

Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the Republic of Chile

Her Excellency:

Maria Soledad Alvear Valenzuela
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Republic of Chile

[Translated in English from the unofficial Spanish translation of the Russian original]

Moscow, June   , 2003

Madam President of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States at its thirty-third regular session,
Mr. Secretary General of the OAS,

I have the honor to address Your Excellencies on the occasion of the thirty-third regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS held in Santiago, Chile to examine key issues on the international and regional agenda.


Russia attaches great importance to furthering political dialogue and cooperation activities with the states in the Western Hemisphere.  This concern was manifested during the recent G8 summit meetings held in St. Petersburg and in Evian, when the President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, interviewed fellow Presidents from the United States and Canada, as well as the Presidents of Brazil and Mexico, who had been invited for an informal exchange of views with G8 leaders.

At the present stage of world development, it is becoming increasingly important to strengthen international security and stability via the consolidated central role of the United Nations and its Security Council as the principal, universal instrument for maintaining peace and security and promoting economic and social progress.  In this context, the task of forging stronger ties in future between the United Nations and regional organizations has become even more pressing.  The need for this was reconfirmed at a United Nations Security Council meeting held to discuss this issue on April 11, 2003, which was attended, inter alia, by the Secretary General of the OAS.

Her Excellency

Maria Soledad Alvear Valenzuela
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Republic of Chile

His Excellency

Cesar Gaviria Trujillo
Secretary General

Organization of American States
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As globalization advances, the world is undergoing vigorous change.  Those dynamic transformations have to be matched by activities on the part of multilateral diplomatic bodies, especially activities geared to enhancing the international legal system.  How effective such efforts are will depend on many factors, including consistency in the way democracy and humanism are perceived as values, the willingness of states to ensure progress on the path to a just and democratic world order, and their readiness to settle conflicts through mechanisms recognized under international law.  Seen from this angle, the issue of strengthening democratic governance proposed as the subject of your Assembly emerges as a matter of acute current concern.

I should like to reiterate Russia’s willingness to cooperate as broadly as possible with the OAS, with a view to jointly discovering ways to develop an architecture of international security, acceptable to all countries in the world, and to solve the social and economic problems of the twenty-first century.

I wish you every success in your deliberations.


I. Ivanov
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