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CONVERGENCE DÉMOCRATIQUE

105, Ave Lamartinière, Bois Verna

Port-au-Prince, Haïti (W.I.)

Tel. (509) 245-4534 / 245-8534

Port-au-Prince, June 2, 2003

His Excellency

Ambassador ODEEN ISHMAEL

Chair of the Permanent Council of the OAS

Washington, D.C.

Excellency:


Shortly before the Organization of American States (OAS) holds its annual General Assembly in Chile from June 8-10, 2003, the Board of Directors of Convergence Démocratique presents its compliments and its best wishes for a fruitful Assembly.


The political situation in Haiti has deteriorated since the OAS-CARICOM high-level international delegation visited the country from March 19-20, 2003.  Our Board wishes to draw the General Assembly’s attention to the fact that the Government has failed to implement either the terms of resolution 822 or the specific measures called for by the OAS-CARICOM high-level delegation.  Specifically:

1. Amiot Métayer’s arrest has still not taken place.  Moreover, after pressure was exerted on certain justice system officials, the Lavalas faction managed to have the case against Amiot Métayer–a fugitive from prison involved in the criminal incidents of December 17, 2001,–dismissed.

2. The file on politically motivated crimes has been dealt with most frivolously, as is evident in the cases of Jean Dominique and Brignol Lindor.  What is more, public opinion has not been informed about other important cases, such as those of Mireille Durocher Bertin, Deputies Marc André Durogène, Jean Hubert Feuillé, Senator Yvon Toussaint, and that of Rémy Darang… . 

3. Without first consulting the OAS Special Mission, as called for by the high-level delegation, Mr. Aristide has appointed new leaders to head the National Police, including a Director General, Mr. Jean Claude Jean-Baptiste, an individual alleged to have murdered leader Pastor Sylvio Claude, on September 29, 1991
4. Mr. Aristide has not done anything at all with respect to item 4-2 of the measures requested regarding “professionalization of the Haitian National Police,” which stipulates the following:  “With a view to enhancing professionalism and performance at every level of the hierarchy, monitor performance closely, jointly with the Special Mission; replace any police officer who does not perform his duties properly and in accordance with the law.”

5. Regarding disarmament, the operation to destroy the "weapons seized” by the National Police, which was carried out with no regard to transparent verification standards, reinforces the suspicion that the Lavalas regime is not credible.  The absence of the OAS Special Mission is astounding.  Moreover, no steps have been taken “to confiscate the unconstitutionally acquired heavy weapons in the hands of the security personnel of mayors, members of parliament, and other government officials.”  No action has been taken “against the groups of armed bandits.”

6. Instead of “putting an end to the inflammatory statements made by government officials,” the ministers, the spokesman for the National Police, and the government media accuse Convergence Démocratique of possessing a clandestine army that “sows death and terror," when the truth is that Convergence has never practiced violence in its democratic struggle.

7. In addition, freedom of the press and human rights continue to be systematically violated.  Assassinations are taking place all over the country, sometimes involving “policemen” or armed civilians in the pay of the authorities.

8. Finally, several “contested members of parliament,” who, as unconditional supporters, are influential in the Lavalas regime, are beginning to maneuver to change the Constitution, with a view to perpetuating Mr. Aristide's hold on power, by seeking to alter the presidential term in office and the principle that it may not be renewed, which are established in the Constitution.


All these facts bear witness to the deterioration of the political situation.  The help reinforce the democratic opposition's view that Mr. Aristide’s presence in office constitutes a major obstacle to the holding of genuine elections in Haiti.


Therefore, Mr. Chairman, Convergence Démocratique continues to believe that the policy pursued by the Lavalas faction reflects a desire to obstruct.  Nevertheless, in a patriotic vein and after evaluating any specific measures that Mr. Aristide takes to restore, as soon as possible, a climate of trust in Haiti, as required by resolution 822 and the specific requests of the high-level international delegation, Convergence Démocratique is prepared to fulfill the commitments it undertook in the framework of the draft Initial Accord with respect to the establishment of a Provisional Electoral Council by appointing a representative to it.


In the hope that, at the upcoming session of the General Assembly, the OAS will adopt provisions that help to bring a swift and lasting solution to the crisis, the Board of Convergence Démocratique reiterates the assurances of its highest consideration.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Convergence Démocratique


/s/
/s/


Gérard Pierre-Charles
V. Benoit


Organisation du Peuple en Lutte (OPL)
Espace de Concertation


/s/
/s/


Luc Mesadieu
Hubert de Ronceray


Mouvement Chrétien pour une
Mouvement patriotique pour le 


Nouvelle Haiti (MOCHRENHA)
sauvetage nationale (MPSN)
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