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ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
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4 February 2003


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish


AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION 


IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

(Carter Center)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF THE CARTER CENTER IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ACCREDITATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES


This document has been drafted by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide member states with information about the Carter Center pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759, “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” It includes a summary and list of the various pieces of information and documentation presented by the Carter Center in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned guidelines.

1. Background

The Carter Center was founded in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1982.  It is a not-for-profit nongovernmental organization.

The work and activities of the Carter Center are founded upon a fundamental commitment to human rights and the alleviation of human suffering; it seeks to prevent and resolve conflicts, enhance freedom and democracy, and improve health.

It submitted its application on November 11, 2002.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment:

Name:


The Carter Center

Address:

One Copenhill




453 Freedom Parkway




Atlanta, Georgia 30307

Telephone:

(404) 4205109




(404) 6881701

E-mail address: 

www.cartercenter.org

Executive Director
John B. Hardman

Date founded:
 
1984

3. Primary area of activity and its relationship to OAS activities

The Carter Center was founded to wage peace, fight disease, and build hope among the poorest people on Earth.  It focuses on:

· Supporting and encouraging research, studies, discussions, and independent publications on public policy issues such as international relations, national and international health, human rights, conflict resolution, and other important aspects of public affairs.

· Promoting the cause of world peace by developing and supporting activities and programs designed to: foster better understanding and communication among the nations of the world; enhance economic, educational, and medical opportunities for the neediest segments of world society; reduce hunger, disease, and poverty; promote the advancement of the rule of law and human rights, encourage social and cultural exchanges; and other related topics;

· Fostering and supporting nongovernmental international activities related to human rights and acknowledging individual and group efforts serving as examples of leadership in the field of human rights;

· Supporting any other activity associated with the attainment of goals that might be described as charitable, scientific, or educational.

4. Carter Center contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:

The Carter Center has been cooperating with the OAS in a number of ways:

· In Venezuela, together with the United Nations Development Program, the two organizations have been working in a team to foster a peaceful solution to the government crisis. 

· The OAS and the Carter Center has also worked together on other democratization and conflict resolution projects in the Americas, including the Center’s conferences on Challenges for Democracy in the Americas.

· The Carter Center supported the OAS’s efforts to produce the Democratic Charter.

· The Center’s Council of Presidents and Prime Ministers of the Americas (along with other organizations) suggested that the presidents attending the Summit of the Americas adopt a clause requiring countries to hold democratic elections if they wanted to participate in future Summits or in the OAS. 

· The Carter Center’s Americas Program is working with OAS representatives preparing the “Financing Democracy in the Americas” Conference, to be held in March 2003.

· The Carter Center’s “Global 2000” health program also operates in the Americas and is an integral part of the Program to Eradicate Onchocerciasis (river blindness) in Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Venezuela, and Brazil. 

5. OAS work areas to which the Carter Center can provide support:

The Carter Center could collaborate with the OAS by contributing its experience through the following programs:

· The Americas Program: which includes electoral observation, programs to thwart corruption, programs to make political funding more transparent, corporate codes of ethical conduct, programs to promote civil society participation in crucial decisions taken by government, and other components;

· The conflict resolution program;

· The Democracy Program: which seeks to strengthen democracy by establishing freedom of the press, respect for human rights, active civil society organizations, and the rule of law.

· The global development initiative;

· Human rights

· Guinea worm eradication program;
· River blindness (onchocerciasis) program;

· Trachoma control program;

· Program to eliminate lymphatic filariasis; 

· Ethiopia public health training initiative;

· International Task Force for Disease Eradication;

· Agriculture program

· Mental Health program
6.
Documents submitted by the Carter Center
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General

· Statute (in English)

· The Annual Report for 2000-2001, which includes: The Carter Center’s mission statement, the programs underway and the Center’s achievements, financial statements, and the list of sources of finance. (In English)
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