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CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
(Amnesty International)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ACCREDITATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES


This document has been drafted by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide member states with information about Amnesty International pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759, “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  It includes a summary and list of the various pieces of information and documentation presented by Amnesty International in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned guidelines.

1. Background

Amnesty International was founded in London, England, in 1961.  It is an independent, nongovernmental organization. It has official ties with the United Nations, UNESCO, the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), and the Organization of African Unity. 
It has ten sections and four coordination offices in different countries of the Americas.

It submitted its application on March 1, 2002.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment:

Name:


Amnesty International
Address:

1 Easton Street



London




WCIX 0DW




United Kingdom

Telephone:

44 20 74135845
E-mail address:

www.amnesty.org
Secretary General:
Irene Khan
Liaison Officer for the OAS:
J. Hugo Rodríguez Brignardello
Date founded:
 
1961
3. Primary area of activity and its relationship to OAS activities


Amnesty International promotes observance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by advancing knowledge and understanding of all the rights it enshrines, and it carries out activities aimed at preventing specific violations of fundamental human rights.  It focuses on:

· Promoting and protecting human rights in accordance with a mandate established by its worldwide membership.

· Preventing and eradicating grave violations of the rights to physical and mental security, freedom of conscience and expression, and the right not to be subjected to discrimination, within the context of its efforts to promote all human rights:  economic, social, civil, and political.

· Obtaining the release of prisoners of conscience.

· Ensuring that all political prisoners are tried promptly and fairly.

· Achieving abolition of the death penalty and eradication of torture.

· Contributing to the elimination of political murders and disappearances.

4. AI contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:

Amnesty International has been collaborating with the OAS in various ways, to advance efforts to defend human rights. Thus, it has submitted reports both to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 
In addition, Amnesty International considers that it can contribute to OAS activities in areas such as:

· Research, documentation, and presentation of reports on human rights violations.

· Promotion of long-term awareness of human rights issues by organizing human rights education and awareness programs.

· Preparation of databases on organizations promoting protection of human rights.

· Cooperation with intergovernmental, nongovernmental, and international organizations, such as the United Nations, as well as with other regional bodies, to advance the cause of human rights.

5. OAS work areas to which the AI can provide support:

Amnesty International offers to strengthen its cooperation with the OAS because it considers that in this way it can contribute to improvements of the inter-American system of human rights.  To that end it undertakes, inter alia, to:
· Assist in the promotion and implementation of inter-American human rights treaties, thereby contributing to the OAS objective that all its members accede to its human rights system and adopt its fundamental legal instruments.

· Present “friend of the court” (amicus curiae) reports, which it will forward to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 

· Help states to comply with the judgments of the Court and to implement the recommendations of the Commission.

· Publicize the work done by the organs of the inter-American system of human rights, including the Inter-American Children’s Institute and the Inter-American Commission of Women, so that the citizens of the Americas can gain access to the protection mechanisms that the system offers.

6.
Documents submitted by AI
· Statute (in Spanish and in English)

· 2001 Annual Report (Spanish and English)

· By-laws

· Certificate of Incorporation

· 2001 Financial Report
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