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1. Presentation by Dr. Juan Méndez, President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and Special Rapporteur for the topic “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families” [AG/RES. 1775 (XXXI-O/01)]


Dr. Méndez initiated his remarks by explaining that the annual report of the IACHR, to be presented to the CAJP on April 30, would include a chapter on this issue.  He also referred to such background matters as the establishment of the Office of the Special Rapporteur in 1997 and the mandate given by the Third Summit of the Americas.

The Special Rapporteur spoke of the objectives set by that program to improve the situation of migrant workers and their families, specific activities being promoted, the cases addressed in his study, relations (and cooperation agreements) with other international organizations, economic and social research conducted, the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Migrant Workers, and the funding of activities to benefit that population group in the Hemisphere. 


Delegations then made brief comments on the activities taking place in some of their countries and at times with the participation of their citizens through international support mechanisms for the protection and defense of the rights of migrant workers and their families.  Some delegations mentioned the on-site visits to their countries that the Special Rapporteur had made or would make in the near future.


They also made the following comments and recommendations: 

· Studies in this area should be examined from the viewpoint of geographic regions rather than a specific country since this phenomenon entails transboundary movements of citizens.

· Funding for the work of the Office of the Special Rapporteur is the cornerstone of its anticipated results.

· Court rulings in a member state may have an adverse impact on the rights of migrant workers from another or other member states, a notion that the Special Rapporteur should take into account.

· The Rapporteur will be invited to present proposals for legislative reform in various member states. 

In connection with the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrant Workers, which was the subject of a specific mandate to the Permanent Council in resolution AG/RES. 1775 (XXXI-O/01), the Special Rapporteur informed the CAJP of progress made and current plans with respect to its formulation.  Some delegations made comments in this regard.  The Special Rapporteur announced his readiness to put forward a more detailed and comprehensive proposal in the coming months.  The Chair thanked him for the offer and concluded that, in due course, the CAJP would examine the proposal and decide on its adoption.


The Office of the Special Rapporteur submitted a document that was a detailed compilation of the information Mr. Méndez had presented, which has been classified as CP/CAJP-1902/02.

2. Report on the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV).  Presentations by:

a. Mr. Mackisack Logie, Interim Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS and Chair of the Special Group on Justice (REMJA-IV/doc.24/02 rev. 1)

b.
Dr. Jorge García-González, Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation and Information (CP/CAJP-1892/02 corr. 1)

Following the statements by Messrs. Logie and García-González, the delegations expressed their satisfaction with the results of the ministerial meeting and with the preparation of its final report and the draft resolution to be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session, in Barbados.


The delegations approved the Final Report of REMJA-IV, subject to the insertion of a specific reference on the Special Meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law, held on March 5, 2002.  The revised document will be distributed as document REMJA-IV/doc.24/02 rev. 2.


The delegations also considered the draft resolution attached to the aforementioned report, which was discussed point by point and then approved (subject to the agreed amendments), with the exception of new operative paragraph 3, approval of which was postponed since the delegation of Canada needed to hold consultations on that point.  The amended document was to be distributed as document CP/CAJP-1892/02 rev. 1.

3. Presentation on the topic “Amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council” by Dr. Sergio Biondo (Secretariat for Legal Affairs) (CP/CAJP-1893/02)

In his presentation, Dr. Biondo gave a detailed explanation of document CP/CAJP-1893/02, which had been prepared by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs as a working document for the amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.  The document had been divided into three chapters, the first on applicable standards, the second on the most recent work done on amending the Statutes and the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, and the third on pending matters.  Dr. Biondo reiterated that the Council was responsible for amending and revising its own Rules of Procedure, which did not require subsequent ratification by another OAS organ.

Suggestions and observations by delegations:


Ambassador Blasco Peñaherrera, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, recommended that document CP/CAJP-1893/02 be revised in light of the adoption on March 27 of the Operating Standards to Govern the Functioning of the Permanent Council (CP/doc.3553/02 rev. 2).  He also recommended that those delegations that so desired meet to participate in drawing up a draft text that would be submitted to the Committee for consideration.  He offered to help the Committee by participating in that study.  Other delegations followed Ecuador’s lead and offered to help further that project. 


The Chair of the Committee proposed that Ambassador Peñaherrera serve as chair of the informal group to coordinate the work on amendment of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, with the assistance of those delegations wishing to participate and with the specialized support of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, in particular Dr. Sergio Biondo, appointed to provide assistance in that endeavor.

4.
Other business

a. The Chair reminded delegations of the importance of submitting replies to the questionnaire “Application of the Provisions of International Human Rights Law in Domestic Law” (CP/CAJP-1852/01 rev. 2 corr. 1).  The deadline for replies had been March 31 and the only delegations to have sent in their replies thus far were Venezuela and Paraguay.

Some delegations expressed an interest in replying promptly to the questionnaire and the Committee decided to extend the deadline to May 1, 2002.

b.
The Chair asked the delegations to submit, by Friday, April 26, proposals for resolutions that member states intended to present on issues covered by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to ensure that they would be considered by the CAJP and transmitted in a timely fashion to the Permanent Council.

c. The Chair distributed to delegations a draft schedule of CAJP meetings through May 15, 2002, and of topics for discussion.
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