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Forum on Ensuring Accountability and Transparency in the Public Sector 

The Forum was held on 5-6 December 2001in Brasilia, Brazil

It was organised in co-operation with the Public Ethics Commission and Ministry of Planning, Budget and Management, Brazil, and in association with United Nations, Escola de Administração Fazendária (ESAF) and Escola Nacional de Administração Pública (ENAP), Brazil.

Background and Agenda

The proceedings of the Forum will be available in early 2002.

Presentation of results and Policy Recommendations (available in English and Portuguese) 

Summary description

Objectives

This Forum was organised jointly by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the Organisation of American States (OAS). It provided an opportunity for a policy dialogue based on the experience of OECD countries in order to help OAS countries in the preparation and implementation of their public administration reform measures. In particular, the forum aimed to:

· support the creation of an informal network of policy-makers and high-level officials facing comparable problems linked to the implementation of preventive measures, as agreed in Article III of the Inter American Convention Against Corruption; 

· examine existing solutions to find out how they work in their national environment; and 

· work out policy guidelines to give options for solutions in the implementation of the Convention. 

Methodology and Outcomes

The forum provided a unique opportunity to analyse reform measures from their design to their implementation. Particular emphasis was given to reviewing concrete examples: what approaches have been used to find solutions to problems? Why were these measures successful, or why did they produce the expected results, or even, why did they fail? Presentations of concrete case studies on reform measures in both OECD and OAS countries introduced interactive discussions in 3 parallel focus groups. Participants examined the concrete examples and review specific approaches and measures that could be relevant to their national environment.

The debate also explored what follow-up measures could be taken to review the design and implementation of policies, with a view to increasing transparency and accountability, as requested by the preventive measures of the Inter-American Convention. It is planned to publish the conclusions for the follow-up measures, together with the policy guidelines and case studies, in a joint OECD/OAS publication

Forum papers

Opening remarks by Mr. Seiichi Kondo, Deputy Secretary-General of the OECD
Keynote address by Mr. Jules Muis, Director-General, Internal Auditor of the European Commission, " Reform in the public sector and that of the EC in specific"

Panel discussion with Mr. Stuart Gilman and Mr. Humberto de la Calle (Session 1):

· Organizations, Transparency and the Fight Against Corruption: Institutions of Integrity in the United States, by Stuart C. Gilman, Ph.D. 

· Transparency and Accountability, by Humberto de la Calle (available in Spanish) 

Background documents

· OECD Best Practices for Budget Transparency 

· Building Public Trust: Ethics Measures in OECD Countries, PUMA Policy Brief No. 7, available in English, French, German, Portuguese and Spanish 

· Engaging Citizens in Policy-Making: Information, Consultation and Public Participation, PUMA Policy Brief No. 10, available in English, French, Portuguese and Spanish 

Documents and presentations for Focus Group 1: Managing conflicts of interest

· The conflict of interest and post-employment code: Canada's principles-based approach prepared by the Public Policy Forum and presented by Howard Wilson 

· The use of the new technologies in the management of conflict of interest, by Nicolás Raigorodsky 

· The experiences, developments, and challenges of the Public Ethics Committee, by Joao Geraldo Piquet Carneiro. Available in English and Portuguese 

· Managing Conflicts of Interest at the U.S. Federal Level, by Jane Ley 

Documents and presentations for Focus Group 2: Establishment of transparent and efficient budget management

· Building a consensus for fiscal reform: The Chilean case, by Mario Marcel and Marcelo Tokman 

· Performance and Transparency: Are Australia's "Leading Edge" Systems Really Working?, by Tyrone Carlin 

· Integrity Pacts in Government Contracts, by Maria Ines Granado (in Spanish) 

· The implementation of the Fiscal Responsibility Law: Transparency and Social Control, by Guilherme Gomes Dias, Executive Secretary of the Ministry of Planning, Budget and Management of Brazil 

Documents and presentations for Focus Group 3: Accompanying Mechanisms for Public Scrutiny and Access to Information

· A Stroll in the Woods, by Cláudio Weber Abramo, available in English, Spanish and Portuguese 

· A case study of Finland, by Katju Holkieri 

· Evaluation System for Municipal Transparency. A case study of Mexico by Bernardo Avalos, available in English, Spanish and Portuguese. 

· Transparency as a democratic control instrument, by Alfredo Chirino, available in Spanish and Portuguese. 

Documents for the final plenary session:

· Measures for Follow-Up, by Marilyn Yakowitz, OECD 

· The OAS and the fight against corruption in the Americas, by Jorge Garcia-Gonzalez, Director, Department of Legal Cooperation and Information, OAS General Secretariat 

Logistics

The two-day forum took place at the Itamaraty Palace in Brasilia, Brazil. Participation was by invitation only. The working languages werePortuguese, Spanish and English.

Participants

The primary audience consisted of senior policy-makers and high-level officials from OAS and OECD Member countries responsible for the creation and management of measures to increase transparency and accountability in the public and private sectors. Representatives of business, media and NGO communities, through their regional and national associations, were alsoinvited, in order to facilitate deeper understanding as well as co-operation and alliances among the many stakeholders in the implementation of these measures.

Partner Organisations: Ministry of Planning, Budget and Management, Brazil; Public Ethics Commission, Office of the President, Brazil; Inter-American Development Bank (IADB)

Associate Partners: United Nations (UN); United Nations Development Program (UNDP); World Bank Group (WB); Transparency Brazil.

See also the Forum's website
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