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Introduction

Pursuant to the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-first regular session and the distribution of mandates approved by the Permanent Council, the Chair of the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics has the pleasure to present the following report on activities carried out and the program to continue to implement the mandates assigned to the Group with a view to the next regular session of the General Assembly in Barbados.

I. Report on activities 

A. Development and implementation of the Follow-Up Mechanism on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption

As the delegations are aware, several informal meetings have been held to implement the Follow-Up Mechanism on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

The Committee of Experts created by the Conference of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption
, as one of the organs of the Follow-Up Mechanism on Implementation of that Convention, held is first meeting January 14-18, 2002, at OAS headquarters.  On that occasion, the Committee considered and adopted its Regulations and Rules of Procedure.

In keeping with the items on its agenda, the Committee elected by consensus as its Chair the principal expert of Uruguay to the Committee, Mr. Carlos Balsa, for the first term provided for in its Regulations.  Election of the Vice Chair was deferred to the next meeting.

The Committee also decided that during the first round, it would study implementation by the States Parties of the following provisions of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption would be studied:  (i) Article III, paragraphs 1, 2, 4, 9, and 11; (ii) Article XIV; and (iii) Article XVIII.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Regulations and Rules of Procedure adopted, the next meeting will take up, inter alia, consideration and adoption of the method and questionnaire to be used in studying said provisions; determination of the length of the first round, the number of meetings to be held by the Committee within that framework, and the number of States Parties to be studied at each meeting; adoption of an impartial method of setting deadlines for studying the information regarding each State Party; minimally, determination of the States Parties to be studied at the meeting immediately following that of the Committee; and the installation of subgroups to which preliminary study of each State Party will be assigned, together with adoption of the Work Plan for 2002. 

More details on this event may be found in the summary minutes of the meeting, which are attached hereto.

B. Forum on Public Sector Accountability and Transparency, Brazil, December 5 and 6, 2001 

On December 5 and 6, 2001, a forum on public sector accountability and transparency was held in Brasilia.  This event was sponsored by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the OAS General Secretariat.  

On that occasion, over 450 government officials of the countries of the Hemisphere had an opportunity to discuss the development and implementation of best practices and policies promoted in OECD member countries
 and OAS member states to prevent corruption.

At this forum, specific cases and problems were studied regarding some of the preventive measure-related topics referred to in Article III of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, as well as lessons learned, and aspects related to existing options, solutions implemented, and the reasons for their success or failure were explored. 

The following individuals participated in the meeting in representation of the OAS:  César Gaviria, Secretary General of the OAS; Ambassador Lombardo Martínez, Chair of the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics and Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the OAS, who was responsible for closing the event; Ambassador Valter Pecly Moreira, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS; Ambassador Humberto de la Calle, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS; and Jorge Garcia Gonzáles, Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation and Information.

The background, objectives, and other details of this conference may be found in the Appendix to this report. 

C. Informal consultations on the topic of corporate social responsibility

As the delegations are aware, the Summit of the Americas held in 2001, Quebec, Canada, established a mandate that recommends holding a meeting with the participation of governments, civil society, and the business community to deepen dialogue on corporate social responsibility, raise awareness of key issues in this area, and discuss ways to promote the development, adoption, and implementation of principles of good conduct that will advance corporate social responsibility in the region.


For their part, resolution AG/RES. 1785 (XXXI-O/01) and AG/RES. 1786 (XXXI-O/01) instructed the Permanent Council, in following up on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, to continue examining the topic of corporate social responsibility, in order to define its scope and content in the inter-American context, ensuring that civil society and the private sector are appropriately and regularly consulted and that this process is enriched by the experience of other international, national, and nongovernmental organizations.


With the aim of moving forward with the implementation of the abovementioned mandate, a consultation process has begun on the two mandates.  As part of that process, informal meetings have been held in the permanent missions of Canada and Chile.  The Chair of the Group has also made progress in this area through consultations with the Ambassador of Canada, a country that has promoted and led the inclusion of this topic on the agenda of our Organization, and with the IDB, in a meeting with Mr. Antonio Vives.


Through such consultations, and pursuant to the provisions of the General Assembly resolutions and the mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas, it is envisaged that the IDB and the OAS will collaborate to hold a conference on the topic of corporate social responsibility in which other international organizations, government representatives, the private sector, and civil society would be involved.


For all purposes related to the Conference’s organization, a steering committee has been established.  OAS representatives on that committee will be:  the Chair of the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics; the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation and Information; and the Director of the Trade Unit of the General Secretariat.


Dates under consideration for this meeting are June 2002 or, if this is not possible, September 2002.  Miami has been proposed as the site.


To determine various details of the Conference, the IDB has developed a questionnaire and requested a reply from representatives of various sectors involved in that event.


At the Committee’s next formal meeting, to be held on April 11, 2002, we hope to present further details on the date, content, scope, and organization of said Conference.  To that end, Mr. Antonio Vives, Deputy Manager of the Private Enterprise and Financial Markets Subdepartment
 of the IDB, has agreed to be with us at the meeting.

II. Program to continue to implement the mandates assigned to the Group with a view to the next regular session of the General Assembly

In view of the number of meetings determined by the Group, the Chair wishes to present the following schedule to fulfill the mandates assigned to the Group.

A. Meeting (formal) April 11, 2002, 2:30 p.m.

This meeting would be devoted mainly to consideration of the topic of corporate social responsibility.  In that connection, representatives of other organizations, institutions, or sectors that have been working in this area would be invited.  As part of the consideration given to the topic, a presentation would be given on progress made in organizing the meeting on corporate social responsibility referred to in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1785 (XXXI-O/01), to be held in conjunction with the IDB.

In addition, the report would be presented by the Secretariat on activities carried out to follow up on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, together with the draft resolutions on mandates assigned to the Group, with a view to the upcoming regular sessions of the General Assembly.

B. Meeting (informal) April 18, 2002, 10:00 a.m. 

In the context of the mandates assigned to the Group, this meeting would engage in discussion of draft resolutions to be presented to the General Assembly for consideration at its next regular session in Barbados.

C. Meeting (formal) April 22, 2002, 2:30 p.m.  

The purpose of this meeting would be to consider and approve the draft resolutions mentioned in the preceding paragraph.

APPENDICES

I. Regulations and Rules of Procedure of the Follow-Up Mechanism on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption
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III. Report on the forum on public sector accountability and transparency, Brazil, December 5 and 6, 2001

Washington D.C., February 28, 2002

Lombardo Martínez Cabezas

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the OAS and

Chair of the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics
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