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Summary of the meeting of December 14, 2001

1.
Consideration of operative paragraphs 2.c and 2.f of resolution AG/RES. 1828 (XXXI-O/01), "Evaluation of the Workings of the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights with a View to Its Improvement and Strengthening" (CP/CAJP-1852/01)


The Chair presented to the Committee for consideration a draft questionnaire on the application of international human rights law under domestic law, in keeping with operative paragraphs 2.c and 2.f of resolution AG/RES.1828 (XXXI-O/01).  The draft questionnaire was published as document CP/CAJP-1852/01.


Several delegations made preliminary observations on the document, after which the Committee decided to postpone its consideration of the topic until an upcoming meeting, so that the delegations would have time to carry out any consultations they considered appropriate and be in a position to approve the document. 


The Chair also instructed the Department of International Law to prepare a summary table or list of international human rights instruments signed by OAS member states in the UN context.

2.
Consideration of the item “Support for inter-American human rights instruments” [AG/RES. 1829 (XXXI-O/01)]  (CP/CAJP-1854/01)

The Chair presented to the Committee for consideration a draft agenda for the meeting of experts on the topic “Support for inter-American human rights instruments,” which was circulated as document CP/CAJP-1854/01.


The delegations considered the document, issued preliminary observations, and decided to send additional comments to the Chair so that a revised version could be distributed for consideration at the next Committee meeting.


It was also decided that the main objective of the meeting of experts would be to strengthen inter-American human rights instruments on the basis of integration, nondiscrimination, cooperation, and understanding.


The Committee decided that the meeting would last two days and might be held at the end of February 2002.

3.
Consideration of operative paragraphs 7 and 11 of resolution AG/RES. 1775 (XXXI-O/01), “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families”

The Committee heard and expressed appreciation for the presentations by the Director of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), Mr. Ronald Scheman, and the representative of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Dr. María Claudia Pulido, on activities the Agency and the Commission have under way in this area.


Mr. Scheman’s presentation focused on the following points:

· The strategic plan of CIDI (recently concluded) opens the door for the countries to present programs or projects on migrant workers, to which the Agency could allocate funds.

· The FEMCIDI Statutes speak of the possibility of allocating funds for meetings of experts on this subject (for which the countries should go through the appropriate procedures). 

· As regards best practices, the topic of migrant workers has yet to be included, but experience already gained in other programs could be useful to efforts in this area (hence, the cooperation of international lending agencies is crucial).

Dr. Pulido’s presentation focused on the following points:

· The Commission has a working group on this topic, established in 1996. 

· The Commission will present a Draft Inter-American Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Migrant Workers between February and March of 2002.

· The Commission and the IOM (International Organization for Migration) signed a cooperation agreement on March 22, 2000. 

· The Commission has designated a rapporteur for this topic, whose duties, among others, are to provide advisory services, perform follow-up, and promote and finance programs. The rapporteur also conducts on-site visits to member states at their request and follows up on implementation of the mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas on this particular subject. 
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