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Consensus achieved

At its organizational meeting, held on November 14, 2001, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OEA), the Working Group listened to presentations on the proposed texts of a draft Convention prepared by the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the delegations of Peru and Argentina.  The delegations of the United States, Venezuela, Ecuador, and Canada also submitted written comments on the Working Group’s mandate and the draft Convention.  Likewise, the delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Colombia, Haiti, and Uruguay commented on the efforts of the Working Group and on the draft Convention.  The delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Chile, Colombia, and the United States announced that they would transmit additional proposals for consideration by the Group.

The Working Group discussed the proposals and decided to hold the first meeting to negotiate the draft Convention, with the participation of government experts, on November 26 to 28, 2001, at OAS headquarters.

The following points were identified as subject areas for discussion and possible inclusion in the draft Convention:

1.
Preamble

2. Objectives of the Convention

3. Scope of application / Definitions

4. Domestic measures

5. Measures for inter-American cooperation (among other measures, mutual legal assistance, financial cooperation, border cooperation, humanitarian cooperation, economic cooperation, and regulatory cooperation)

6. Mechanisms for follow-up of the Convention

7. Jurisdiction / competency

8. Dispute settlement

9. Final provisions

Method of Work

· At the meeting on November 26 to 28, the Working Group will begin to negotiate the draft Convention and center its discussion on the following three of the identified areas:

1. Objectives of the Convention;

2. Scope of application / Definitions; and 

3. Domestic measures.

· If time permits, the Group will also consider areas 5, 6, and 7, with the exception of the items on financial cooperation and border cooperation, which it will begin to consider once CICTE has received the results from the subcommittees handling these topics.

· The base text for negotiation by the experts will be the document presented by the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/CAJP-1829/00 corr. 1, Annex I).

· The experts will have access to a working document comparing the three proposed versions of the Convention, which will follow the order of the base text (CP/CAJP-1847/01).

· The preamble and the title of the Convention will be discussed at the end of the process.

· The Working Group recognized that existing instruments on this matter, both at the inter-American and the global levels, constituted input that should be taken into account.  However, it was emphasized that, pursuant to the mandate received, the Working Group should prepare a comprehensive draft of the Convention against Terrorism.

· The Convention should focus on inter-American cooperation and efforts to combat impunity.
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