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Taking into account the resolutions approved by the General Assembly during its thirty-first regular session and the distribution of mandates adopted by the Permanent Council, the Chair of the Working Group on Probity and Civic Ethics is pleased to present this draft work program to guide the group's work during the period 2001-2002.

The General Assembly resolutions that pertain to the Group's work are as follows:

1. Mechanism for Follow-up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption [AG/RES. 1784 (XXXI-O/01)].

2. Promotion of corporate social responsibility in the hemisphere [AG/RES. 1786 (XXXI-O/01)].
3. Enhancement of Probity in the Hemisphere and Follow-up on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption [AG-RES. 1785 (XXXI-O/01)].
According to these resolutions, the mandates of the Working Group can be divided into three main areas.  The first concerns the mechanism for follow-up on implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.  The second pertains to the promotion of corporate social responsibility in the hemisphere.  And the third concerns other issues connected with the enhancement of probity in the hemisphere and follow-up on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption.

I would now like to prefer briefly to each of these areas.  A table is then provided showing each of the subject areas, the related resolutions and mandates, possible courses of action, and tentative dates for consideration.

1. Mechanism for Follow-up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption
This area refers to resolution AG/RES. 1784 (XXXI-O/01) as a whole, and to resolution AG/RES. 1785 (XXXI-O/01), in particular with respect to operative paragraphs 4, 5, 9, and 13.

Informal meetings of the States Parties are proposed for the purpose of coordinating all of the activities necessary to implement the mechanism for follow-up on implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.  Regular progress reports would be provided to the Working Group.

It is also proposed that the OAS General Secretariat report on measures taken to provide Secretariat services for the monitoring mechanism.

2. Promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere
This area refers to operative paragraph 10 of resolution AG/RES. 1785 (XXXI-O/01), and to resolution AG/RES. 1786 (XXXI-O/01) as a whole. 

The mandates in this area relate to continued consideration of the issue as part of the activities to follow-up on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, to promote the exchange of information and experiences, and in particular, to convene a meeting as soon as possible in 2002.

The table shows possible courses of action and a timetable for their consideration.

3. Enhancement of Probity in the Hemisphere and Follow-up on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption
In connection with this area, it is suggested that consideration be given to the other mandates contained in resolution AG/RES: 1785 (XXXI-O/01).  

These mandates relate mainly to cooperation to promote the signature, ratification, and implementation of the Convention; the questionnaire on its ratification and implementation; the exchange of information and experiences with other multilateral organizations, and technical cooperation in the areas covered by the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption.
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	AREA
	RESOLUTION - MANDATES
	POSSIBLE COURSE OF ACTION
	TENTATIVE

DATES

	I. Mechanism for Follow-up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption
 
	AG/RES. 1784 (XXX-O/01) and

AG/RES. 1785 (XXX-O/01), operative para. 4, 5, 9, and 13.
	Regular reports to the Group by the Conference of States Parties to the Convention.


	

	II. Promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere

	10.  To instruct the Permanent Council, in following up on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, to continue studying corporate social responsibility. AG/RES. 1785 (XXX-O/01).

1.  To request the Permanent Council to continue to foster the exchange of experience and information among the OAS, other multilateral organizations, international financial institutions, the private sector, and civil society organizations, among other pertinent bodies, in order to coordinate and strengthen cooperation activities in the area of corporate social responsibility for the benefit of the member states. AG/RES. 1786 (XXX-O/01).

2.  To instruct the Permanent Council to continue examining the topic of corporate social responsibility, in order to define its scope and content in the inter-American context, ensuring that civil society and the private sector are appropriately and regularly consulted and that this process is enriched by the experience of other international, national, and nongovernmental organizations. AG/RES. 1786 (XXX-O/01).

3.  To urge the Permanent Council to convene a meeting as early as feasible, in 2002, in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources, and to seek for that purpose the support of the Inter-American Development Bank and other relevant inter-American organizations, with the participation of representatives of governments and civil society, including business and workers associations, to deepen dialogue on corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere and raise awareness of key issues to be determined. AG/RES. 1786 (XXX-O/01).

4.  To instruct the Permanent Council to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution. AG/RES. 1786 (XXX-O/01).

	· General discussion on the issue in order to define its scope and content within the inter-American context.

· Invitation to representatives of other multilateral agencies, the private sector, and civil society.

· Definition of the agenda, content, scope, date, and other aspects of the meeting to be convened by the Permanent Council in 2002.


	November, 2001-April, 2002

	III.
Enhancement of probity in the hemisphere and follow-up on the inter-American program for cooperation in the fight against corruption
	
	
	

	1. Signing, ratification, or implementation of, or accession to, the Convention.


	1.  To urge the member states of the OAS that have not yet done so to give prompt consideration to signing and ratifying, or to ratifying, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention against Corruption. AG/RES. 1785 (XXX-O/01).

2.  To urge the States Parties to the Convention to take any measures they deem appropriate to comply with the commitments they undertook upon ratification of the Convention. AG/RES. 1785 (XXX-O/01).

3.  To invite states that are not members of the Organization, in particular the OAS permanent observers, to accede to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, in accordance with Article XXIII thereof. AG/RES. 1785 (XXX-O/01).

6.  To promote extensive cooperation among member states of the Organization within the framework of the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, as well as the establishment of mechanisms and incentives to encourage states to sign, ratify, and implement the Inter-American Convention against Corruption. AG/RES. 1785 (XXX-O/01).


	· Information from the States on progress toward the signing, ratification, or implementation of, or accession to, the Convention.

· General discussion of the issue.


	October, 2001-January, 2002

	2.
Questionnaire


	7. To request the countries that have not done so to reply promptly to the Questionnaire on Ratification and Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (CP/GT/PEC-68/00 rev. 3), so that the Permanent Council may continue to examine replies from the member states in order to enhance implementation of the Convention, strengthen cooperation, and provide technical assistance to those that request it. AG/RES. 1785 (XXX-O/01).


	· Presentation of an analysis of the responses to the questionnaire and discussion on the matter.
	January-February, 2002

	3.
Exchange of information and experiences


	8. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to foster the exchange of experiences and information among the OAS, multilateral organizations, and international financial institutions, in order to coordinate, strengthen, and identify cooperation activities in the area among the member states and to foster the participation of civil society and, in particular, the private sector, among other pertinent entities, in these activities. AG/RES. 1785 (XXX-O/01).


	· Invitation to representatives of other multilateral agencies, the private sector, and civil society, and a general discussion on the matter.
	December, 2001

	4.
Follow-up on the Inter-American Program of Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption with respect to specific issues


	11.  To instruct the Permanent Council, in following up on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, to continue addressing, inter alia, the following subjects: training, experience acquired by national institutions, public sector procurement, incompatibilities between public office and private sector interests, and analysis of criminal laws on corruption and related offenses, with the assistance of the General Secretariat. AG/RES. 1785 (XXX-O/01).


	· Discussion and presentation of proposals on the matter.

· Report from the General Secretariat.


	January, 2002

	5.  Technical cooperation by the General Secretariat


	12.  To request the General Secretariat to continue carrying out, though the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and in the course of the activities of the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, the technical cooperation activities designed to contribute to the signing, ratification, or implementation of, or accession to, the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and to strengthen exchanges of information and experiences among government authorities responsible for this area, including those of the Inter-American Network for Cooperation against Corruption. 


	· Report from the General Secretariat.


	January-February, 2002
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