PAGE  
- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES


CP/CAJP/SA.363/01










28 September 2001


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS


Original: Spanish

Summary of the meeting of September 27, 2001

1. Election of the vice chair of the Committee
Ambassador Diego Abente Brun, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, nominated Ambassador Roger F. Noriega, Permanent Representative of the United States, as a candidate for vice chair of the Committee.  Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize, seconded the nomination on behalf of her delegation and the CARICOM member states.  Ambassador Roger F. Noriega was elected by acclamation.

2. Election of the chairs of the Committee working groups
Ms. Silvia Merega, Alternate Representative of the Argentine Republic, nominated Ambassador Miguel Ruíz Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico, as a candidate for chair of the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics.  The nomination was seconded by Ambassador Laura Elena Núñez, Permanent Representative of Honduras.  Ambassador Ruíz Cabañas was elected by acclamation to serve as Chair of the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics.

Immediately thereafter, Ambassador Diego Abente Brun, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, nominated Mr. Mackisack Logie, Interim Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the Organization, as a candidate for chair of the Working Group to Prepare for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV).  The nomination was seconded by Ms. Jasmine E. Huggins, Alternate Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis.  Mr. Mackisack Logie was elected by acclamation and gave a summary of the status of preparations for REMJA-IV.

A number of delegations spoke on the approach to and organization of the Committee’s work and on the possibility of restructuring it, which would include the formation of other working groups and the election of their officers.  The Chair stated that these consultations would continue and the topic would be considered at a future meeting.

3. Consideration of the Committee’s draft work plan 
The Chair presented document CP/CAJP-1828/01, the draft work plan for the 2001-2002 period, and requested that, taking into account previous observations on the approach to be adopted in addressing items entrusted to the Committee, the delegations present their comments and suggestions in writing so that a revised version of the document could be presented for their consideration at an upcoming meeting.

4. Consideration of the topic “Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI)”

The Committee learned that on September 25, 2001, the delegation of Guatemala had addressed a note to the Chair of the Permanent Council conveying its decision not to host the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI).

For clarification of the procedure that applies when a member state decides not to host a meeting, the Chair recognized the Assistant Secretary for Legal Affairs, who informed the delegations that, according to that procedure, the conference should be held at OAS headquarters.

One delegation requested that CIDIP-VI be postponed.  The Committee decided to resume its consideration of the matter at an upcoming meeting to allow the delegations to conduct consultations as they saw fit.

5. Consideration of the preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism
In response to a request presented by the Committee Chair to the Permanent Council at its meeting of September 26, document DDI/doc.12/01, “Preliminary Draft Inter-American Convention for the Prevention and Elimination of Terrorism,” prepared by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, was distributed to the delegations.  The Committee decided to initiate its consideration of the document at a future meeting, once the translations into the official languages of the Organization had been circulated and the delegations had had an opportunity to conduct the necessary consultations.

A number of delegations took the floor to make observations, on the basis of which the Committee decided that:  

a. The preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism would be considered by the plenary Committee; 

b. In two weeks, the Committee would hold a meeting devoted entirely to consideration of this matter;

c. In the preparation of the Draft Convention, account would be taken of the various resolutions already adopted both by the United Nations and by the OAS, including UN Security Council resolution 1368; and

d. The Committee would establish a permanent liaison with the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) for the coordination of efforts in this area.
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