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1.
Background


During its twenty-sixth regular session, the General Assembly adopted declaration AG/DEC. 12 (XXVI-O/96), “Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law,” in which it affirmed its commitment to continue promoting the progressive development and codification of inter-American international law in the framework of the OAS and urged its organs to disseminate the legal heritage developed in that framework.


Through resolution AG/RES. 1471 (XXVII-O/97), the General Assembly adopted the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law and established a series of activities for implementing it, with respect to treaties in the inter-American context, legal development within the organs of the OAS, the teaching of inter-American international law, publications, and cooperation in the development, dissemination, and teaching of international law in the Hemisphere. 

In light of these instruments, at its thirtieth regular session the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 1705 (XXX-O/00), in which it instructed the General Secretariat to carry out a number of tasks related to implementation of the program and requested the Permanent Council to monitor implementation of that resolution.  The mandates conferred on the General Secretariat concerned above all:

a. Teaching inter-American international law in university faculties and study centers;

b. Promoting awareness of the inter-American legal system; and

c. Ensuring continuity of the legal publications program.


At its meeting of August 13, 2001, the Permanent Council forwarded the mandate for review by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

2.
Consideration of the topic by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs considered this topic at its meetings of December 14, 2000, January 16, 2001, February 22, 2001, and March 29, 2001.

At the December 14, 2000, and January 16, 2001, meetings, the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat provided partial reports regarding activities carried out pursuant to the Inter-American Program.

At the meeting held on February 22, 2001, the Secretariat for Legal Affairs delivered a final report to the Committee, prepared by the Assistant Secretary for Legal Affairs, the Director of the Department of International Law, and the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation and Information.  This information is attached hereto as Appendixes B, C, and D, respectively.


Following this presentation, the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs underscored the importance for the Organization of implementing the Inter-American Program and emphasized the need to provide the necessary funding for the areas responsible for executing the Program, along with the staunch backing of the Permanent Council and the General Assembly.


Various delegations made similar comments, pointing to different activities carried out under the Program, and stressing the need to ensure that they continue.

3.
Recommendations


At its meeting of March 29, 2001, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs put forward a number of recommendations that have been incorporated in the attached draft resolution (Appendix A), which is presented for consideration and possible approval by the Permanent Council and subsequent adoption by the General Assembly.

APPENDIX A

DRAFT RESOLUTION

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

(Considered by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
 at its meeting of March 29, 2001)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Permanent Council on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1705 (XXX-O/00), “Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law” (CP/doc……./01);

CONSIDERING:


That the General Assembly, meeting in Panama in 1996, adopted the “Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law,” in which it affirmed, inter alia, its “commitment to continue promoting the progressive development and codification of inter-American international law in the framework of the Organization of American States” and urged its organs to disseminate the rich legal heritage developed in that framework;

That the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 1471 (XXVII-O/97), adopted the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law, which calls for various activities by the Organization to promote continued progress in the areas of training, dissemination, application, and strengthening of international law developed in the context of the inter-American system;


That at its most recent regular session the General Assembly reaffirmed the importance of said Program in resolution AG/RES. 1705 (XXX-O/00);


That the Permanent Council, at its meeting of August 13, 2000, referred to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the study of and follow-up on activities carried out by the General Secretariat in fulfillment of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law; and


That the international legal norms developed in the context of the Organization of American States are a valuable legal heritage that must be preserved and given broad dissemination with a view to promoting the study, discussion, negotiation, and development of new legal instruments and studies in the framework of the inter-American system;


REAFFIRMING the importance of strengthening the legal publications program and continuing to organize subregional courses on different aspects of the inter-American legal system, such as those held in Panama and Colombia and the course for the Caribbean region to be held in the second half of 2001 in Barbados; and

NOTING the conclusions and recommendations of the Workshops on International Law held in Montevideo in October 1999 and in Cordoba in December 2000, respectively, at which eminent jurists from the Hemisphere asserted the need for periodic meetings of a similar nature in order to continue to achieve their valuable results,

RESOLVES:

1.
To reaffirm the importance of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law for the dissemination, awareness, application, and strengthening of international law developed in the inter-American framework; and to support the activities of the Permanent Council of the Organization and the General Secretariat in pursuance of the Program.


2.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, to implement the aforesaid Program, according priority to the projects and activities relating to the teaching of inter-American international law, promotion of the inter-American legal system, and the legal publications program, and to report thereon periodically to the Permanent Council.


3.
To promote, pursuant to paragraphs (a) and (c) of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law, the Inter-American System of Legal Information through the OAS Web page, by incorporating legal information on the work and activities of Secretariat for Legal Affairs and consolidating electronic networks for exchanging information on different legal disciplines.


4.
To request the General Secretariat, acting through the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and in compliance with paragraphs (l), (m), and (n) of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law, to publish the Inter-American Juridical Yearbook and a systematic, up-to-date work on the institutional framework and legal aspects of the inter-American system and, in particular, to arrange for all necessary budgetary measures be taken for this purpose.

5. To request the General Secretariat to continue to conduct Workshops on International Law, pursuant to paragraph (i) of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law, and, in keeping with the conclusions and recommendations of previous Workshops, to promote the establishment of an Association of Professors of International Law to facilitate exchanges among lecturers and professors and to analyze the application of inter-American legal standards.

6.
Also to request the General Secretariat, insofar as possible, to establish an information network through the legal departments or areas specializing in international law at universities or academic centers.

7.
To request the General Secretariat to continue, through the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, the regional refresher courses on international law, pursuant to paragraphs (f), (g), and (j) of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law, and, in particular, to organize a course next year for the region made up of MERCOSUR member states.


8.
To request the Permanent Council to monitor the implementation of this resolution, which shall be carried out within resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources, and to request the Council to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session.
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Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law

1.
As the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs is aware, the topic under consideration is based, in terms of both content and programmatic aspects, on the Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law, adopted in 1996, by the OAS General Assembly [AG/DEC. 12 (XXVI-O/96)].

2.
In 1997, a year after the Declaration of Panama was issued, the General Assembly of the Organization adopted the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law [AG/RES. 1471 (XXVII-O/97)].

3.
The Program adopted by the General Assembly established that the Permanent Council, through its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, would be responsible for following-up on the mandates contained therein and on activities carried out to implement it, and entrusted the Secretariat for Legal Affairs with its implementation.

4.
Since 1997, the General Assembly has adopted resolutions each year in this area, through which it has determined the various topics and priority areas for action which should be the focus of activities to be developed and has also indicated the general guidelines and plans for the general development of the Program.

5.
At its thirtieth regular session, held in 2000, in Windsor, Canada, the General Assembly established various priority areas for action, which are:

a. Carrying out of projects and activities related to the teaching of inter-American international law

b. Promotion of an awareness of the inter-American juridical system

c. Development of a legal publications program

d. Establishment of a comprehensive legal information program

e. Promotion of the strengthening of the legal publications program, especially through the publication of the Inter-American Juridical Yearbook and the printing of treaties that have not yet been published

f. Promotion of the design of programs and projects for training human resources

g. Continuing to conduct regional refresher courses on international law

h. Continuing to promote the regional education program on inter-American legal instruments in the area of legal and judicial cooperation

6.
In its activities to implement and develop the Inter-American Program in recent months, the Secretariat has been guided by the thematic framework provided and measures indicated in decisions of the General Assembly.

Before outlining the various tasks carried out, I should note that the Program for the Development of International Law constitutes a work program which, in view of its content and scope, takes in or includes all areas of the Secretariat.  Naturally, owing to the functions incumbent upon it, the Department of Legal Cooperation and Information plays the leading part in implementing the programs, projects, and cooperation activities carried out within the framework of the Program.

7.
The work carried out from June 2000 through February 2001 may be grouped into three main areas:  teaching of and training in international law; information and dissemination projects and activities; and the legal publications program.

8. Teaching of and training in international law

In the area of teaching, we may note the judicial training program, conducted in El Salvador in late 2000; regional refresher courses on international law, such as that to be held shortly in the Andean region, specifically Colombia, and the course programmed for 2001 for the Caribbean region.  Also to be noted are programs on specific areas, such as arbitration, alternative dispute resolution, and international humanitarian law; and various activities related to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, through the holding, in 2000, of eight workshops in various member states.  At least four others on the adjustment of criminal legislation are scheduled for 2001.

Also to be noted in the teaching area are the international law workshops held in late 2000 in Cordoba, Argentina; the Course on International Law, held in August 2000, in Rio de Janeiro, and the course programmed for 2001, which focuses on the topic “the individual in international law.”

9.
In the area of information, I should mention the Secretariat's participation in the important seminar on Transparency and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, organized by the Inter-American Development Bank, in which a presentation was given on the future of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, and participation in the conference on the “Evolution of Legal Systems and International Trade,” in which a presentation was given on “The Coexistence of Legal Systems in the Americas.”  In the same area, the Secretariat participated in a round table on the coexistence of civil law and common law in Europe and the Americas.  Also to be noted are the Regional Refresher Course on International Law, held in Panama, and various other meetings on the many subject areas included in the Program for the Development of International Law.  Also worth noting is the Secretariat's participation in the Meeting of the Legal Advisors held each year as an activity conducted in parallel to the meetings of the Sixth Committee (Legal) of the UN General Assembly, where information was provided on the juridical topics assigned to the OAS.  As a future activity in this area, we note the participation in the conference to be held in Montreal next April on the topic of harmonization of legal systems in the context of the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas.

In the area of dissemination of legal information are activities to update legal information available via the Internet, and the design of electronic information networks on topics such as corruption, mutual legal assistance, and cyber crime.  The Web page of the Inter-American Juridical Committee has also been designed, containing its work program and activities, and, lastly, a CD-ROM has been prepared on the work of this Committee and others have been prepared on the activities of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.

With respect to publications, we shall only list those relating to the 1999 Course on International Law, and the 1999 Workshops on International law, held in Uruguay, as well as the programmed printing of the most recent treaties adopted within the OAS framework and the future publication of the Inter-American Juridical Yearbook.

Before I conclude, I have only to mention that for the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, this important work assigned to it constitutes one of the most important of its various activities.  Accordingly, within available resources, we are committed to continuing to carry out the various tasks assigned by the General Assembly in connection with the development of this important initiative.  Accordingly, I would like to express our Secretariat's intention to devote the resources that may be approved for the Program in the 2002 program-budget to moving forward with three principal activities:  (1) the holding, in 2001, of another Workshop on International Law; (2) publication of the Inter-American Juridical Yearbook; and (3) establishment of a comprehensive but realistic legal publications program, as well as further development of the information contained in the Web page of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.
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