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1. Introduction


The Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Peter Boehm, in his capacity as Chair of the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management wrote on September 8, 2000, to Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to request said committee to present a follow-up report on consideration of the issues or initiatives connected with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.


This progress report, which is presented to the delegations for consideration, contains background information on individual issues and proposed general courses of action necessary for addressing each of them.  The Chair is certain that the final document will be enriched by the valuable contributions made by the delegations at the forthcoming meeting of the Committee. 

a.
Evaluation and Workings of the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights


The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs continued to address this topic in 1999-2000 in pursuance of resolution AG/RES. 1633 (XXIX-O/99).  Representatives of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights were invited to the various work meetings of the Special Committee, as were the Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1702 (XXX-O/00), and different nongovernmental organizations involved in the matters under examination. 

It should be mentioned that by resolution AG/RES. 1701 (XXX-O/00), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue to improve and strengthen the inter-American system, through systematic and ongoing dialogue among the states, the organs of the system, and other parties involved, including, in addition to those mentioned in the foregoing paragraph, defenders of the people, defenders of the population, human rights attorneys, human rights commissioners (ombudsmen), or others with an equivalent role. 

The resolution further urges the OAS member states to:

· Attach the highest political priority to the universal adoption of the  inter-American system, and to adopt the necessary legislative or other measures, as applicable, to ensure the application of inter-American human rights provisions within the states; 

· Adopt the necessary measures to implement the decisions or judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the case of those states that recognize the binding jurisdiction of the Court; 

· Do their utmost, in good faith, to implement the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; and 

· Take appropriate action in connection with the annual reports of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, in order to fulfill their duty as states to guarantee compliance with the obligations set forth in the instruments of the system.
This resolution also recommended the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to consider the possibility of:

· Defining the criteria it follows for the opening of cases; 

· Resolving questions pertaining to the admissibility of individual petitions by opening a separate, mandatory procedure; 

· Making all necessary efforts to ensure that individual cases are processed as expeditiously as possible and of considering defining the criteria to be followed in determining when a case should be closed because of inaction on the part of the petitioner; 

· Continuing to promote the friendly settlement procedure; 

· Establishing minimum criteria that petitioners must meet in order for the IACHR to request a state to adopt precautionary measures; 

· Defining the criteria the Commission follows for referral of cases to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and 

· Establishing a frame of reference enabling the Commission to establish a new rapporteur function, define clearly the mandates of such a rapporteur, and appoint an individual to the position.
Finally, the aforesaid resolution recommended that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, in connection with the procedures followed in processing individual cases, consider the possibility of:

· Allowing direct participation by the victim as a party to proceedings, from the time that the case is first submitted to its jurisdiction; and 

· Developing procedural rules to prevent the duplication of procedures.

This period the CAJP will pay close attention to this topic and will seek to invite and arrange for the attendance at its meetings of all those persons and entities mentioned in resolution AG/RES. 1701 (XXX-O/00).

b.
Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law


Resolution AG/RES. 1619 (XXIX-O/99) invited the Permanent Council in close coordination with the ICRC, to hold a high-level seminar on the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the 1949 Geneva Conventions.  This event took place on October 25, 1999.

For its part, resolution AG/RES. 1706 (XXX-O/00), urges the member states to ratify or accede to a number of international instruments on humanitarian law, and underscores how important it is for the states, in implementing the body of international humanitarian law, to pay special attention to the provisions on dissemination and enactment of criminal legislation mentioned in the resolution.

The resolution also urged the member states to study the advisability of establishing national committees or commissions to implement and disseminate international humanitarian law and to continue to cooperate with the International Committee of the Red Cross in its various spheres of responsibility and to facilitate its work.

In 2000-2001, in keeping with resolution AG/RRS. 1706 (XXX-O/00), the CAJP will coordinate efforts with the ICRC with a view to holding joint activities designed to foster compliance with the above-mentioned resolution.

c.
Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations 


The Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights was examined, together with the observations of the Inter.-American Juridical Committee and the OAS member states, by a Working Group of the CAJP during 1999-2000.  The Working Group met from November 8 to 12, 1999, and took note of the proposals put forward by the representatives of indigenous communities present at that meeting.

In keeping with the request made by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1708 (XXX-O/00), the Permanent Council renewed the mandate of the Working Group so that it might continue to consider the aforementioned proposed declaration and hold a second meeting before the thirty-first regular session of the General Assembly, with a suitable participation by representatives of indigenous communities.

The CAJP installed the Working Group and elected the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Ronalth Ochaeta, to its Chair.

d.
Human Rights Defenders in the Americas 

Resolution AG/RES. 1711 (XXX-O/00) reiterated the support of the General Assembly for individuals, groups, and organizations of civil society working to promote and protect human rights in the Americas, and recognized their valuable contribution to this process.  The resolution also requested the Permanent Council to promote the examination of this matter in the context of the dialogue on strengthening and improving the inter-American human rights system. 

In keeping with this request in 2000-2001 the CAJP will invite various organizations to take part in that dialogue or to convey any documents they deem appropriate.

e.
Draft Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish, and Eradicate Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
This matter takes into account a proposal presented by the Delegation of Brazil based on a prior resolution adopted by the General Assembly, whereby it urged member states to support the efforts to organize the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance. 

Subsequently, the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RRS. 1712 (XXX-O/00) entrusting the Permanent Council with studying the need to prepare said draft convention, with a view to submitting the matter to the General Assembly at its thirty-first regular session for consideration. 

Pursuant to this mandate, the CAJP has initiated a broad debate and has decided to recommend drawing up a questionnaire in order for member states to put forward recommendations.  Furthermore, it is proposed to engage in consultations with the organs of the inter-American system, to consider also contributions made by civil society, and to undertake work in preparation for the above-mentioned World Conference.

Should the CAJP deem it appropriate, it will request either the Inter-American Juridical Committee or the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to draw up the necessary draft convention and, once submitted, will request the member states to offer any observations they consider relevant. 

f.
The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families


Resolution AG/RES. 1717 (XXX-O/00) reaffirmed that the principles and standards set forth in the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and in the American Convention on Human Rights apply to all persons, including migrant workers and their families.  The text of the resolution also contains recommendations to the member states, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and requests the councils of the Organization to report to the Assembly at its thirty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution in their respective areas of competence.

In 2000-2001 the CAJP proposes to invite the authorities of CIDI to report on the implementation of projects in its area of competence; the rapporteur of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to report on his activities and on the status of migrant workers and their families; and representatives of the Organization for International Migration (OIM).  The considerations, discussions and recommendations adopted will be included in the respective report to the General Assembly.

g.
Reform of the Inter-American Indian Institute

The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RRS. 1718 (XXX-O/00) whereby it supported the work of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) and urged the member states of the Institute to participate in its reform process on the basis of consultations among the organs of the inter-American system, including the General Secretariat, the other member states of the OAS, and representatives of indigenous communities of the Hemisphere.

In light of this resolution, the CAJP has examined the possibility of inviting the president of the Institute to report on its activities, and of receiving observations from the member states and suggestions from the General Secretariat on the matter.  The CAJP will analyze the alternatives put forward with a view to implementing respective proposals.

h.
Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Human Rights


By resolution AG/RES. 1663 (XXIX-O/99) the General Assembly adopted the above-mentioned program prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and instructed the Permanent Council to continue to consider the various activities set forth in the Program. Further, it requested the Permanent Council to implement these activities and the measures contemplated in the program, and instructed it to take such new actions and initiatives as it finds appropriate for promoting human rights, on the basis of proposals submitted by the member states and the competent organs, agencies, and entities of the system.
Accordingly, the CAJP intends to evaluate the above-mentioned program in participation with representatives of the relevant institutions. 

i.
Promotion of Democracy


Resolution AG/RES. 1721 (XXX-O/00) on promotion of democracy took note with satisfaction of the holding of the Seminar for Analysis and Reflection on Participatory Democracy at OAS headquarters on April 10 and 11, 2000, and of the presentation of the revised version of the Manual for the Organization of Election Observation Missions in the Framework of the OAS. 

That resolution also instructed the Permanent Council, acting through the Working Group on Representative Democracy, to:

· Study the updated annual inventory of activities related to the promotion of democracy;

· Consider presenting the report on activities related to execution of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas related to democracy; 

· Examine the progress reports on the activities of the UPD; 

· Consider periodically inviting experts to give presentations on issues selected by the Working Group; and 

· Study and approve the UPD Work Plan for 2001, making sure that said plan includes activities in support of the mandates related to promotion and defense of democracy, and assigned to the OAS, that arose out of the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas.
The CAJP installed the Working Group on Representative Democracy. It elected Ambassador Diego Abente Brun, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, to its Chair, and Minister Ricardo Varela, Alternate Representative of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, to the Vice Chair.

The CAJP expects to receive periodic reports from that Working Group on these mandates, on whose compliance we will be able to report in subsequent communications.

j.
Enhancement Of Probity In The Hemisphere And Follow-up On The Inter-American Program For Cooperation In The Fight Against Corruption 


By resolution AG/RES. 1723 (XXX-O/00) the General Assembly requested the countries that have not yet done so to reply to the "Questionnaire on Ratification and Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption", so that the Permanent Council might continue to examine replies from the member states.  That questionnaire was drawn up by the respective Working Group in 1999-2000 and, to date, the Secretariat has only received replies from 15 member states.

The resolution also requests the Permanent Council to:

· Continue to foster the exchange of experiences and information among the OAS and international organizations, the private sector, and civil society organizations, among other pertinent entities, in order to coordinate, strengthen, and identify cooperation activities among the member states in the area. 

· Promote the establishment of a specific voluntary fund to finance activities aimed at providing the necessary institutional support to the States Parties for implementing the Inter-American Convention against Corruption. 

· Study corporate social responsibility with a view to defining precisely its scope and content in the inter-American context, and, to address, inter alia, training, experience acquired by national institutions, public sector procurement, incompatibilities between public office and private sector interests, and analysis of criminal laws on corruption and related offenses.

· Examine and disseminate national and international experiences undertaken to address the issue, and to promote the exchange of information and experiences among the member states, international financial institutions, other international organizations, the private sector, and civil society organizations.

· Analyze existing regional and international follow-up mechanisms with a view to proposing recommendations on monitoring implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption. 
The CAJP installed the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics and elected Mr. Mauricio Alice, Alternate Representative of Argentina, as its Chair.  The CAJP expects to receive periodic reports on the activities of the Working Group.
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