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AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

Summary of the meeting held on August 28, 2002

1. Election of the Vice Chair

At the proposal of the Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Valter Pecly Moreira, seconded by the Alternate Representative of Costa Rica, Ambassador Luis Guardia, the Committee elected by acclamation Ambassador Ellsworth John, Permanent Representative of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, to serve as its Vice Chair

2. Report on plans for renovation of the Simon Bolivar Room (CP/doc.3639/02)

· Draft resolution (CP/CAAP-2629/02)

The Committee heard presentations by Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, current Vice Chair of the Permanent Council, in charge of monitoring the activities regarding the renovations in the Bolivar Room and by the Assistant Secretary for Management with regard to costs and projections associated with the remodeling of the Simon Bolivar Room.

Following presentations by the legal counselor on the interpretation of Art.67 (b) (now 71 (b) of the General Standards and by the Assistant Secretary for Management on the financial situation of the Reserve Sub fund, the Committee considered the draft resolution presented by the Delegation of El Salvador that was cosponsored by 25 other delegations. Various delegations presented amendments after which the draft resolution was approved with the reservation from the Delegation of Panama who requested a written legal opinion and a financial report from the Assistant Secretary for Management on the situation of the Reserve Sub fund.  The Committee agreed that the Chair submit the draft resolution to the Permanent Council at its next meeting for adoption.

3. Update on status of renovation of the General Secretariat Building (GSB) (CP/CAAP-2628/02)
Following the presentation by the Assistant Secretary General on the status of the renovation of the General Secretariat Building (GSB), the Chair requested the General Secretariat to amend the report to include a report of the financial status of the renovation, as well as specific information on the status of rental space and prospective agreements.

4. Statement of the Chair regarding 10W funding policy

The Chair reminded delegations of the guidelines for eligibility for 10W funds approved by the Committee on March 27, 2002 contained in document CP/CAAP-2597/02 rev.2 corr.1. The Chair further requested the General Secretariat to update the list of meetings qualifying under Subprogram 10W 2002 on the basis of these guidelines.

5. Presentation of the Committee’s work plan

The Committee received a presentation of the work plan for the period 2002-2003 (CP/CAAP-2632/02 corr.1). The Chair also reminded delegations of his preference for working in informal task groups in order to advance the agenda for the year.  He invited delegations with an interest in a specific issue to take the lead in that area, adding that he would like volunteers to come forward by the next meeting.

The Committee then approved the work plan for the period 2002-2003.

6. Levels of Budget Execution of Subprogram 10G. Conference Services for the Permanent Council. (CP/doc.3633/02)
Report on transfers between Chapters of the Regular Fund  for the period Janurary 1st. to  June 30, 2002, (CP/doc.3636/02)

Proposed transfers of appropriations between Chapters of the Regular Fund, July 30, 2002 (CP/doc.3635/02)

The Committee considered the aforementioned reports and agreed to recommend to the Permanent Council the approval of the proposed transfers as proposed in document CP/doc.3635/02 to offset the short fall in Subprogram 10G and other subprograms.

7. Semiannual report on CPRs funded by the Regular Fund (January 1 - June 30, 2002) (CP/doc.3637/02)

The Committee took note of the report and decided to explore more in depth the issue on the CPRs at a future meeting or in a task group.
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