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Summary of the meeting held on February 8, 2001


Statement by the delegation of Panama


At the request of Ambassador Juan Manuel Castulovich, Permanent Representative of Panama, the Assistant Secretary for Management presented information on the status of the Reserve Subfund of the Regular Fund, which was recently reestablished.  He was asked to circulate the information in the form of a report to the delegations.


Statement by the delegation of Bolivia

As Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Ostria Trigo, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, spoke about funds allocated for implementation of mandates given in resolution AG/RES. 1744 (XXX-O/00).  He requested that the reference to operative paragraph 3 be changed to reflect the correct numbers, 9 and 10.  Speaking as Chair of the Working Group to Prepare for a High-level Meeting on Strengthening Municipal and Regional Administrations and on Civil Society, he also referred to resolution AG/RES. 1760 (XXX-O/00), which contemplates a high-level meeting in Bolivia that is not mentioned in subprogram 10W.  He requested that the CAAP take this situation into account and include the necessary funds in the subprogram. He also mentioned that he would submit this request to the Permanent Council.

The meeting then turned to consideration of the topics on the order of business, document CP/CAAP-2548/01 corr. 1.

1. Calendar of meetings of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs and its working groups (CP/CAAP-2547/01)

The Committee adopted the calendar of meetings of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs and its working groups, contained in document CP/CAAP-2547/01.

2. Progress report on the renovation of the General Secretariat Building (CP/CAAP-2544/00)

The Committee took note of the presentation by the Assistant Secretary for Management on the status of renovations at the F Street building, with general comments on progress to date. The Assistant Secretary for Management promised to present a more detailed, updated report at the next meeting.

3. Forty-third report on the activities of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund (CP/doc.3380/00)

The Committee considered the forty-third report on the activities of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund, contained in document CP/doc.3380/00, which was referred to it by the Permanent Council at its meeting of December 15, 2000.  A number of delegations requested clarifications, which were provided by the General Secretariat representative.  The Committee took note of the report. The Committee also pointed to the importance of publicizing the fund, making it available to the countries, and facilitating the loan application process. 

4. Work Plan of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, 2001 (CP/doc.3390/00)

The Committee took note of the Work Plan of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, 2001, contained in document CP/doc.3390/00, which was referred to it by the Permanent Council at its meeting of December 15, 2000.

5. Semiannual report on performance contracts funded by the Regular Fund (CP/doc.3398/01)

The Committee heard the presentation on this subject by the Assistant Secretary for Management. Several delegations took the floor to express their concern regarding this matter.  They remarked that the report did not entirely reflect the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXVII-E/00), since it did not mention the total length of each individual’s or company’s fixed-term contract. The Committee also expressed concern over the geographic distribution of contracts.

The Assistant Secretary for Management said he was available to meet with the Chair and any delegations that so wished to answer questions.  He informed the member states that, unfortunately, detailed information on how many times an individual had been hired in the past, and how much time this represented in cumulative terms, was not available for years prior to 1999, when the Oracle database system was implemented, since before Oracle there was no means of compiling such data.  He stated that future reports would include such data as of 1999, and that the reporting system had been adapted so that it would begin to register these cumulative time figures.

6. Chronological list of conferences and meetings to be held from January to December 2001 (CP/doc.3399/01 rev. 1)
Since a properly updated version of the document was not available, the Chair suggested that the Secretariat be requested to present an updated version for consideration at the next meeting, and the Committee agreed.

The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago then confirmed that the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas would be held in his country, on a date yet to be determined.  Other delegations requested the inclusion of meetings that were not listed in the report.

7. Subprogram 10W of the 2001 program-budget

The Assistant Secretary for Management recalled that the Subcommittee was unable to complete its review of the specific aspects of subprogram 10W included in the proposed program-budget for 2001 before the special session of the General Assembly held in October 2000.  The Chair requested that, at the next meeting, the Secretariat present a revised and updated version of subprogram 10W, based on the new report mentioned in the preceding item.  

The Committee observed that the sum given for the subprogram was very different from the amount executed in prior years and would require further study.

8. Other business

a. At the request of the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda, the Assistant Secretary for Management reported that the proposed program-budget for 2002 would be presented to the Preparatory Committee on March 15, 2001.

b. The delegation of Antigua and Barbuda requested that US$300,000 for the FONDEM subprogram be included in the proposed program-budget.
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