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FINAL ACT
SLXTEENTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

SERVING A5 ORGAN OF CONSULTATION IN APPLICATION OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN TREATY OF RECIPROCAL ASSISTANCE

Int roduction

The Sixteenth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs,
serving as fOrgan of Consultation in application of the Inter-American
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, was held in San José, Costa Rice, on July
2%, 1975,

The meeting was convoked by a resolution of the Permament Council of
the {irganization of American States, adopted at the special meeting held
in San José&, on July 25, 1975. The texr of che resolution is as follows.

WHEREAS;

The Council has taken cognizance of the note received from the
representatives of Argentina, Colombie, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Haiti,
Mexico, Panama, Peru, Trinidad aad Tobago, and Venezuela (CP/doc.
463/75), wherein their govermments request the convocation of g3
Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Forcign Affairs to serve as
Organ of Consultation in application of the Inter-American Treaty of
Beciprocal Assistance, to study the following matter, wnich they
consider urgent and of common concern:

"Freedom of actien of the States Parties to the Inter-American
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance to normzlize or conduct their
relations with the Republic of Cuba at the level and in the
manner that each State deems advisable':

The Council has also taken note of the various statements -de
by the representatives in the course of the meering opened by that
organ on July 25, 1975; and

The Lovernment of Gosta Rica has staced that it would be pleased
to host the Meerting of Consultation in San José, starting on July 29,
1975,

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANLZATION OF AMERECAN STATES
RESOLVES:

. To convoke a Meeting of Cansultalion of Ministers of Foreipn

Affairs o serve as Organ of Consultatien in applicatien of the Iater-
American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, to study the Following
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mat ter: “"Freedom of action of the States Parties to the Inter —fAme rlcan
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance to normalize oT conduct their rtela=
tions with the Gevermmeni of Cuba at the level and in rhe manper that
each State deems gdvigable.™

2. To thank the Government of ©Costa Rica and accept i;s
genetcus offer to host the Meeting of the Organ pf Consultacion 1R
Sar, José, beginning on July 29, 1975

3. To transmit the text of this resolutien to Lhe Security
Council of the United Nations and to keep it informed of any
decisions taken by the Meeting.

The Sixteenth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs
wgs attended by the ministers and speclal delegates of Lhe States Parties
iisted below, in the order of precedence established hy lotb at the closed
preliminary session held on July 29, 1975:

l. Trinidad and Tobago 12, Urupuay
Z. Guatemala L3, Ecuadot
3. Holivie l4, Haita

4, United States 15. Paraguay
5. Panama _ 16. MNicaragwa
6. El Salvador 17. HMexico

7. Peru 18, WVenczuela
8§, Argentina 19, 4Uolombia
3. thile 20, Brazil
10. Honduras 21. Cosata Rica
11. Dowminican Republic

Also present were HMr. Cecil Beaumont Williams and Miss lalricia
Durrant, who participated as observers from Barbados and Jamaica,
respectively, as provided in Chapter VIi {paragraph 1) of the Regulations.

Also attending, in accordance with Lhe provisions of Chapter vl
{paragraph 3) of the sforementioned Regulations, were the Pe rmanent
Observers of the Federal Republic of Germany, Spain, Canada, Israel, and
Japat.

In accordance with operative paragraph 1 of Resolution XXXLK of the
Ninth International Conference of American States, the United Nations was
represented by an ohserver.

His Excellency Danisl Oduber Quirds, the President ol Costa Rica,
formally opened the meeting on the afterncen of July 24, 1975,

His Excellency Gonzale J. Facio, Minister nf Foreign Alfairs of Unsta

Rica, was dagignated bty his Goverament as provisional President of the
yixteenth Meeting of Consultation and was clected permanent Fresident at

the opening plenary session held on July 2%, 1975,
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In accordance with Article 9 of the Regulations of the Meeting, the
Government of Costa Rica designated Mr. Jorge Luis Zelaya Corpnado,
Assistant Secretary Gemeral of the Organization of American States, to
serve as Secretary General of the Meeting.

The proceedings were governed by the Eegulations of Lthe Meeting of
Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, acting as Organ  of
Consultation in Application of the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal
Assistance, approved by the Council of the Urganization in 1960, with the
amendments adopted by the FPermanent Council of the Organization at the
meeting held on July 25, 1975.

The Meeting appeinted a Commitiee on Credent ials, made up of the
delegations of Paraguay (Chzirmen}, Ecuader and Henduras. A Style
Committee composed of the delegations of Colombia, Brazil, che United
Staces, and Haiti was alsc degignated.

In accordance with Article 20 of the Regulations, a General Commiktee
was established, composed of all the members and responsible for
conzidering all maktters.

During the discussions, a draft resolut ion was presented Dby the
delegarions of Argentina, Colombia., Costa Rica, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras,
Mexico, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago and Venezucla {Doc.5/75).

Thiz draft resclution was put to a vote at the first meeting of the
GCeneral Committee, held on July 29, 1975, with the following tesults!
Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuader,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Trinidad
and Tobago, the United S5tates and Venezuela voted in [favor; Chile,
Paraguay, and Uruguay voted against; Brazii and WNicaragua abstainped.
Consequently, the majerity Tequired for approval in accordance with the
inter—American Treaty of Heciprocsl Assistance was obtained.

At the closinmg session, which took place on July 29, 1973, the
Meeting was addressed by His Excellency General Mipuel angel de la Y.or
VYalle, Hinister of Foreign Affairs of Peru, who spoke on behalf of the
participating ministers end special delegates, and by His Excellency
Gonzale J. Facio, President of the Sixteenth Meeting of Consultation of
Ministers of Foreign Alfairs.

As a consequence of its deliberations, the Sixteenth Meeting of
Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, acting as Organ of
Uonsultation in application wof the Inter—American Treaty of Reciprocal
Assistance, approved the following resolutions:
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RESCOLUTTONS
I

FREEDOM OF ACTION QF THE STATES PARTIES T{ THE INTER-AMERICAN
TREATY OF RECIFROCAL 4SSISTANCE TO NORMALIZE OR CONDUCT
THELR RELATIONS WITH THE REPUBLIC OF cuBAs AT THE LEVEL

AND IN THE MANNER THAT EACH STATE DEEMS A0V ISABLE

THE SIXTEENTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGH
A4FFAIRS, ACTING A5 ORGAN OF CONSULTAT LON IN APFLICATION oF THE INTER-
AMERTCAN TREATY OF RECIPROCAL ASBISTANCE (RLIC TREATY),

CONSIDERLNG:

That the States Parties to the Rio Treaty have Teasserted their
allegiance LO the principles of inter-American solidarity and
cooperabion, noninte rvention, and reciprocal assistance set forth 1in
the Rio Treal¥ and the Charter of the 0AS, and

LE ST RING:

Ta further inte r-Ame rican relations ia Lhe broadest possible
Eense,

RESOLVESS

1. To solemnly reaffiom the principle af nonintervention and Lo
call wuvpon the States Parties Co Eensure its ohservance in this
hemisphere, in accordance with the Charter of the Qrganization, for
which purpose they oncé again proclaim rheir solidarity and Teiterate
their intention to caoperate at all ctimes with a view to fully
realizing the goals of a policy of peace.

2. To leave the States Parties to Lhe Ria Treaty free to

pormalize or cenduct rheir relatlons with the Republic of Cuba at the
level and in the manner that each State deems advisable, in

accordance with each one's national policy and interests.

3, To transmit the textr of this resolution to Cthe Securiky
Council of the United MNations.
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It

YOTE (F TRANK3

THE SIXTEENTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINLISTERS 0F FOREIGHN
AFFAIRS, ACTING A5 ORGAN OF CONSULTATION IN APPLICATION OF THE INTER-
AMERICAN TREATY OF RECIPROCAL ASSISTANCE,

RESOLVES:

1. To express its thanks Eo the Government of Costa Rica, and

in partiecular to iLs Fresident, His Excellency Daniel Oduber Quirds,
for having penerously offered to host the Meeting in San José, and
for all the hospitality and courtesies recaived.

2. To express its sincere appreciation to Mr. Gonzale J. Facin,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, for his brilliasnt and
intelligent conduct of the procesdings.

111
VOTE OF THANKS

THE S5I1XTEENTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN
AFFAIRS, ACTING AS ORGAN OF CONSULTATION IN APPLICATION OF THE INTER-
AMER] CAN TREATY OF RECIPROCAL ASSISTANCE,

RESOLVES:

1. Te thank Che BSecretary General ot the Organizatiom, the
fssiatant Secretary General and Secretary of the Permanent Council of
the Orgenization of American States, the staff of the General
Secretariat, and the local secretarial personnel for their valuable
copperation.

7. To thank the lecal press and other hemispherie and world
news services for their important cont ribution.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the members of the Sixteenth Meecing of Consulta-
tian of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, acting as Organ of Consultatiom in
application of the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, &igh
this Final Act, in the city of San José&, Costa kKica, in the four ocfficial
languages of the Organization, on this twenty-ninth day of July of the
year one thousand nine hundred and seventy-five.
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The Secretary General shall deposit the original of this Final Act in
the archives of the General Secretariat, 1in Washingten, D.C., which shall
pranemit certified copies thereof to the goveroments of the member states
that are States Parties to the Inter—American Treaty of Reciprocal

Asslstance.
Trinidad and Tobago
Guatemala
Bolivia
United States
Fanama
El Salvader
Pe ru
Argentina
Chile
Honduras
Dominican Republic
Uruguay
Ecuador
Haiki
Faraguay
Hicaragua
Mexico
Venezuela
Colombia
Brazil

Costa Rica




