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April 10, 2006

Excellency:
I have the honor to address Your Excellency to present the candidacy of Dr. Florentín Meléndez for member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for the 2008-2011 term, for which an election will be held during the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in June 2007.
In view of Dr. Meléndez’s history of consistent commitment to the cause of human rights, the Government of El Salvador is presenting his candidacy as a contribution to improvement of the inter-American human rights system.
The candidate’s curriculum vitae is attached.  It shows his high degree of training in this field, his teaching experience and publications, his connection with the inter-American and United Nations human rights systems, his public and private efforts in this arena, his work with civil society organizations, and other achievements that characterize his history of helping to strengthen human rights bodies.
I would be grateful if the Secretary General would kindly inform the member state delegations of this worthy nomination.
Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
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His Excellency

José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.


CURRICULUM VITAE
FLORENTIN MELÉNDEZ PADILLA
Nationality:
El Salvador

Age:
54 years

University and Specialized Studies in Human Rights

1. Doctorate in Law. Department of International Law. Complutense University. (Madrid, Spain) (1998)

2. Masters in Human Rights.  Human Rights Institute, Law Department. Complutense University. (Madrid, Spain) (1987)

3. Bachelors in Legal Sciences.  Jurisprudence and Social Sciences Department. University of El Salvador. (1978)

4. Studies in human rights and humanitarian law. International Institute of Human Rights. (Strasbourg, France)

5. Studies in human rights. Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, Law Department. American University. (Washington, DC, USA)

6. Studies in human rights and humanitarian law. Inter-American Institute of Human Rights. (San José, Costa Rica)

7. Studies in Internacional Relations. School of International Studies. (Madrid, Spain)

Professional Experience

Current professional activity (2006):

· Commissioner, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR-OAS). Period 2004-2007.   

· Rapporteur for persons deprived of liberty in the Americas.

· Rapporteur for Argentina, Bolivia, Dominican Republic and Cuba.

· Responsibilities in the IACHR: participation in the periods of sessions of the Commission; official visits to various countries and prisons in the Americas; participation in hearings before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; project development for the Declaration of Principles of Protection for Persons Deprived of Liberty; promotion and education of the inter-American system in various countries; technical advisor of human rights at the request of the Honduran government;  human rights education for staff of State Departments in the Americas; participation in working meetings for friendly settlements with various States.

· Member, General Assembly of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH-Costa Rica). (Period 2004-2007)

· Consultant and professor, Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH).

· Consultant and advisor, State of Law Program of the México and Central America regional office of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation of Germany.

· Consulting attorney in human rights; legal and constitutional aspects; international law; and administration of justice.

Previous professional experience

United Nations:

Director, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in El Salvador (OACNUDH); Legal Officer, Human Rights Division of the United Nations Observer Mission in El Salvador (ONUSAL); Consultant, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (ACNUR-Nicaragua and Mexico); Consultant, United Nations Development Program (PNUD-El Salvador, Costa Rica and Bolivia); Consultant, Program on the Elimination of Child Labor (IPEC-OIT-El Salvador); Consultant, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF-El Salvador and Guatemala); Consultant, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OACNUDH-Geneva), for evaluation of human rights project in Bolivia; Member of the technical team of the Office of the UN Secretary-General, for the development of a report evaluating the peace process in El Salvador.

Other international and foreign organizations:

Consultant of the World Bank for the Modernization Plan of the Judicial Body of El Salvador; Consultant of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, for the human rights project of the Ombudsman’s Office of Perú; Consultant of the Clindengal Institute of International Relations (Holland), for the study on international cooperation in human rights for El Salvador; Consultant of the Espiscopal Conference of England for human rights projects of the Salvadoran Catholic Church.

Public institutions of El Salvador:

Director, Department of Promotion and Education of Human Rights of the Supreme Court; Advisor ad honorem, High Advisory Commission of the State Department, for the bilateral agreement on human rights of the Honduran border population; External consultant, State Department, for the rights of Salvadoran migrants; Trial prosecutor; court assistant.   

Nongovernmental Organizations (NGOs):

Legal advisor in human rights for Legal Aid of the Archbishop of San Salvador; Advisor and trainer for staff of the Legal Custody Office of the Archbishop of San Salvador; Advisor in human rights for the Human Rights Institute of the Central American University (UCA); Advisor in human rights for the Latin American Federation of Families of Missing Persons (FEDEFAM); Consultant for the Migrant Forum of El Salvador; Consultant and trainer for various human rights NGOs in Latin America.

Teaching and training experience in human rights:

a) Invited lecturer at the following universities:  Law schools of Harvard University and Brown University, USA; Legal Research Institute, Autonomous University of Mexico, Lomas de Zamora University of Argentina; Javeriana University and University of the Andes of Colombia; Pontifical University of Ecuador; San Marcos University of Peru; San Carlos University of Guatemala; University of Costa Rica; El Salvador University and private universities in El Salvador.

b) University professor of human rights, international law and criminal law: El Salvador University; Central American University (UCA); and Master’s Program of International  Law at the José Matías Delgado University of El Salvador.

c) Advisor of doctorate theses in law, Barcelona University in Spain and the Central American University (UCA). 

d) Seminar instructor on human rights in various Latin American countries to: presidents of Supreme Courts and Constitutional Courts in the Americas; judges, lawyers and legal staff in various countries; staff of the Supreme Court of Mexico; armed forces in Colombia, Paraguay, Nicaragua, Honduras and El Salvador; police personnel in Colombia and El Salvador; personnel of the Ombudsman’s office, the National Commission on Human Rights and the Human Rights Defense offices of Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Colombia and Paraguay; Interdisciplinary course professor of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH), Salvadoran consuls accredited in North America; indigenous leaders in Guatemala (IIDH-AID); public school teachers in El Salvador; child and women’s rights defenders; journalists in El Salvador. 

Professional activities:

Technical editor of amendments to the Constitution of El Salvador related to human rights and administration of justice under the Peace Agreements; Coordinator of the special board on “administration of justice” in the “El Salvador Nation Plan”; lawyer and notary.

Books and Publications on Human Rights

· Instrumentos Internacionales sobre Derechos Humanos aplicables a la Administración de Justicia. Estudio Constitucional comparado.  First edition published in Mexico by the publishing company Miguel Angel Porrúa, the Konrad Adenaur Foundation of Germany and the House of Representaves of Mexico; second edition published by the Supreme Court of El Salvador; third edition published by the Supreme Court of Honduras; fourth edition to be published by the Supreme Court of Nicaragua, for the training of judges in human rights.
· La Suspensión de los Derechos fundamentales en los Estados de Excepción según el Derecho Internacional de los Derechos Humanos. Published in Spain by the Complutense University of Madrid. Also published in El Salvador.
· El Pequeño Libro de los Derechos, los Deberes y las Virtudes. Two books for the teaching of human rights in preschool, elementary and secondary education. Published in English and Spanish, in Spain and El Salvador.
· Cuaderno de Trabajo sobre Derechos de la Niñez para la prevención de la explotación sexual comercial.  Published by UNICEF in El Salvador.
· Los Derechos Económicos, Sociales y Culturales en El Salvador.  Published by the Central American University (UCA).
· Manual de Educación Popular sobre Derechos Humanos.  Published by the Central American University (UCA).
· Manual de Derechos Humanos para las Fuerzas Armadas. (co-author) Published by the Inter-American Institute on Human Rights (IIDH-Costa Rica) and the European Union.
· Doctrina Militar y Relaciones Ejército-Sociedad. (co-author) Published by the United Nations in El Salvador.
· Compilations of national and international instruments on human rights. Published by the United Nations in El Salvador.
Recognition for human rights works:

· "National Treasure of El Salvador 2000", awarded by the National Culture and Art Board, and by the New Millenium Commission of El Salvador (2000)
· University of El Salvador (2003) 
· Supreme Court of El Salvador and the Non-governmental Commission on Human Rights of El Salvador (2003)

· Master’s Program of Human Rights and Education for Peace of the University of El Salvador (2003)

· “Humanitarianism”, awarded by the Association of Migueleños in San Salvador (2004)
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