[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]juventudy valores democrticos

38 ASAMBLEA

GENERAL
ORGANZAGON DEOSE: nm AMwAws
Wedelin,olombia 113 oo de 2008








- 6 -

THIRTY-EIGHTH REGULAR SESSION
OF THE General Assembly
June 1 to 3, 2008

Medellín, Colombia

INFORMATION BULLETIN

1.
Venue of the General Assembly
The thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States will be held from June 1 to 3, 2008, in Medellín, Colombia. Meetings will take place in the Plaza Mayor complex, which comprises the Convention Center and Exhibit Hall (Palacio de Exposiciones).
The inaugural session will be held on Sunday, June 1, at 6:30 p.m. in the José Gutiérrez Gómez Metropolitan Theater, in the presence of the President of the Republic of Colombia, Dr. ÁLVARO URIBE VÉLEZ. It will be followed by a reception in honor of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and official delegations, hosted by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia.
2.
National Coordination


National Coordination will be handled by:

Dr. ADRIANA MEJÍA HERNÁNDEZ

Vice Minister of Multilateral Affairs

National Coordinator General for the OAS General Assembly

Calle 10 No. 5 – 51
Bogotá, Colombia

Tel: (57+1) 
566 20 08 ext: 2500 - 2501
Fax: (57+1) 
562 76 10


National Executive Coordination will be handled by the Office of the Vice Minister of Multilateral Affairs through

Dr. Liliana Pulido Villamil

Advisor to the Vice Minister of Multilateral Affairs

National Executive Coordinator for the OAS General Assembly

Calle 10 No. 5 – 51

Bogotá, Colombia

Tel: (57+1) 
566 20 08 ext: 2528 - 2698

Fax: (57+1) 
562 76 10

E-mail: liliana.pulido@cancilleria.gov.co

Dr. César Felipe González

Advisor to the Vice Minister of Multilateral Affairs

National Executive Coordinator for the OAS General Assembly

Calle 10 No. 5 – 51

Bogotá, Colombia

Tel: (57+1) 
566 20 08 ext: 3359

E-mail: cesar.gonzalez@cancilleria.gov.co

Dr. Natalia Escobar Pemberthy

Local Manager

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Medellín, Colombia

Tel: (57+4) 
566 20 08 ext: 3359

E-mail: natalia.escobar@cancilleria.gov.co

3. Hotels


Through the National Executive Coordination Office, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, will centralize reservation of rooms for the official delegations and participants at the OAS General Assembly in hotels in Medellín that have been initially commissioned to provide accommodation, as shown in the table on page 3. 


The Government of Colombia will only defray the accommodation costs of Ministers of Foreign Affairs; other delegates will pay for themselves.  Room reservations in the suggested hotels should be made through:

Hotel Coordinator:

Olga María Bernal N

Medellín, Colombia

Tel: (57+4) 266 73 64

Fax: (57+4) 562 76 10

E-mail: hotelesOEA@cancilleria.gov.co

The complete list of hotels, with their website and photographs of the rooms, will be posted on the web page of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as of February 11, 2008: www.cancilleria.gov.co.
	Hotel
	Single/
double

US$
	Junior suites

US$
	Breakfast included
	Website

	Intercontinental Medellín
	137/

158
	168
	YES
	www.ichotelsgroup.com


	Portón Medellín
	126/

142
	158
	YES
	www.hotelportonmedellin.com


	Park 10 
	126
	132
	YES
	www.hotelpark10.com.co


	Belfort
	136/

158
	189
	YES
	www.hotelesdann.com


	San Fernando Plaza
	136/

158
	189
	YES
	www.sanfernandoplazahotel.com


	Poblado Alejandría
	122/

158
	143
	YES
	www.hotelestelar.com


	Poblado Plaza
	136/

171
	157
	YES
	www.hotelestelar.com


	Medellín Royal
	121
	158
	YES
	www.hotelesroyal.com


Hotel's Locator Map
Hotel reservation forms have to be filled in and sent by fax to the aforementioned Coordinator (57+4 562 76 10), or via e-mail to hotelesOEA@cancilleria.gov.co.
NOTE:  The market rate (TRM) used to calculate the dollar price per room, on March 18, 2008, was US$1 = 1,800 pesos.

The rates do not include 10% tax (VAT) nor hotel insurance.


Room reservations will be made strictly in the order in which applications are received.  The hotel bill must be paid directly by each participant prior to departure.


Reservation requests will only be confirmed if they come with a currently active credit card number.  A hotel reservation form is attached for your convenience.


All room reservations, without exception, must be confirmed by April 15, 2008. After that date, rooms initially set aside will be automatically released and the National Executive Coordination Office will not guarantee availability nor the special rates arranged with designated hotels. 

4.
Flights
Participants should reserve their roundtrip flights as soon as possible directly with the airlines or their travel agencies.

5. Requirements for entering and leaving the country

Attached hereto is information on visa requirements for entry into Colombia of delegates holding diplomatic and official visas.  Participants who require an entry visa should request one, as the case may be, at Colombian embassies or consulates.  The departure tax for all participants is currently US$63. It may be paid in either U.S. dollars or Colombian pesos, at the exchange rate of the day of departure. The amount of the tax is subject to changes by the National Aviation Authorities.

6.
Arrival at the airport

The Government of Colombia will arrange for protocol officers to meet all participants at the international airports of Bogotá and Rionegro, Antioquía, as well as at the Bogotá airport shuttle and the Olaya Herrera regional airport in Medellín.  Delegates should therefore include all relevant flight information on their hotel reservation form to be sent to the National Executive Coordination Office by no later than April 15, 2008.


Transportation will be provided for delegates from the various airports to the hotels listed in section 3 of this Bulletin.

7.
Transportation


The Government of Colombia will provide transportation for all delegates from the Hotel hosting the event to the Plaza Mayor – Convention Center and Exhibit Hall and to all official social events.


Transportation will also be available for participants between the hotels listed in Section 3 and the site of the meeting, according to the established program.

8.
Registration

The attached registration form must be filled in and sent to the OAS by no later than April 15, 2008, in order to facilitate the registration process.  Late registration will take place on the first floor of the Pabellón Blanco at Plaza Mayor – Exhibit Hall, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., starting on May 30, 2008. There, too, identification cards will be issued to delegates, which, for security reasons, must be displayed at all General Assembly activities. Delegations are asked kindly to present a copy of their official credentials when registering.


Delegations, observers, and guests are also asked to send their credentials and any other correspondence regarding the General Assembly to the OAS Secretary General at the following address:

Office of the General Assembly Secretariat

Attn:  Juan Carlos Goldie

17th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C., 20006

Fax: (202) 458-3929

9. Working languages and documents


The working sessions of the General Assembly will be held in the official languages of the Organization: Spanish, English, French, and Portuguese, with simultaneous translation in those languages.

10.
Communication


The General Assembly site will have international telephone call facilities.  They may be made “collect” or paid for directly in the special telephone booths at the event.

11.
Currency


The official currency in Colombia is the Colombian peso. At February 8, 2008, the representative market exchange rate was US$1 = $1800 pesos. Most hotels and stores accept international credit cards.


Hotels pay a lower than market rate for US dollars. Airport exchange bureaus and those in Plaza Mayor and shopping centers offer a better rate.
12.
Medical assistance

The Government of Colombia will arrange for medical services for the delegations during meeting hours.  The first aid room is located in the Plaza Mayor Convention Center.


In addition, an ambulance will be present at each of the venues for the Assembly.
13.
Other services
The Intercontinental Medellín Hotel, where the General Assembly will be held, has currency exchange, ATM, and travel office facilities.

In addition to the computers that the Government of Colombia will provide for delegates in the area assigned to them, the Hotel will provide several internet connections for delegates who wish to use their own computers. Technical staff will be available to assist delegations with their Internet connections.

Wireless (WIFI) connection will be available in the Plaza Mayor Convention Center and Exhibit Hall.  The officially selected hotels are also able to provide this service to delegates.

14.
Opening hours

Shops are open from 10:00 a.m. through to 8:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday and from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Large shopping centers are open every day of the week until 8:00 p.m.
Banks are open, Monday to Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Most government offices work from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday to Friday.
15.
Weather
On average, the temperature in Medellín in early June ranges approximately between 18º and 25º C (64.4 to 77º F),

16.
Electricity

The electric current is 110 volts AC, 60 cycles.

17.
Local time

In June, local time is one hour earlier than in Washington, D.C.

GMT – 5 (Summer)

APPENDIX I

VISAS

Countries for which a visa is required for entry into Colombia

	COUNTRY
	DOES/DOES NOT REQUIRE A VISA

	ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
	NO

	ARGENTINA
	NO

	BAHAMAS
	NO

	BARBADOS
	NO

	BELIZE
	NO

	BOLIVIA
	NO

	BRAZIL
	NO

	CANADA
	NO

	CHILE
	NO

	COSTA RICA 
	NO

	DOMINICA
	NO

	DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
	NO

	ECUADOR
	NO

	EL SALVADOR
	NO

	GRENADA
	NO

	GUATEMALA
	NO

	GUYANA
	NO

	HAITI*
	YES

	HONDURAS
	NO

	JAMAICA
	NO

	Mexico
	NO

	NICARAGUA*
	YES

	PANAMA
	NO

	PARAGUAY
	NO

	PERU
	NO

	SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS
	NO

	SAINT LUCIA
	NO

	SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES
	NO

	SURINAME+
	YES

	TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
	NO

	UNITED STATES
	NO

	URUGUAY
	NO

	VENEZUELA
	NO


Note: 

+ A visa is only required for regular passports. 



* A visa is required for all types of passport (diplomatic, official, special, and regular).

	List of Permanent Observer Countries



	COUNTRY
	DOES/DOES NOT REQUIRE VISA
	COUNTRY
	DOES/DOES NOT REQUIRE VISA

	ALGERIA
	YES
	KOREA
	NO

	ANGOLA
	YES
	LATVIA
	YES

	ARMENIA
	YES
	LEBANON
	YES

	AUSTRIA
	NO
	LUXEMBOURG
	NO

	AZERBAIJAN
	YES
	MOROCCO+
	YES

	BELGIUM
	NO
	NIGERIA
	YES

	BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
	YES
	NORWAY
	NO

	BULGARIA
	YES
	NETHERLANDS
	NO

	CHINA, PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
	NO
	PAKISTAN
	YES

	CROATIA
	NO
	PHILIPPINES
	NO

	CYPRUS
	NO
	POLAND
	YES

	CZECH REPUBLIC
	NO
	PORTUGAL
	NO

	DENMARK
	NO
	QATAR
	YES

	EGYPT
	YES
	ROMANIA
	NO

	EQUATORIAL GUINEA
	YES
	RUSSIA+
	YES

	ESTONIA
	YES
	SAUDI ARABIA
	YES

	FINLAND
	NO
	SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO
	YES

	FRANCE
	NO
	SLOVAKIA
	NO

	GEORGIA
	YES
	SLOVENIA
	YES

	GERMANY
	NO
	SPAIN
	NO

	GHANA
	YES
	SRI LANKA
	YES

	GREECE
	NO
	SWEDEN
	NO

	HOLY SEE
	YES
	SWITZERLAND
	NO

	HUNGARY
	NO
	THAILAND
	YES

	INDIA+
	YES
	TUNISIA
	YES

	IRELAND
	YES
	TURKEY
	NO

	ISRAEL
	NO
	UKRAINE
	YES

	ITALY
	NO
	UNITED KINGDOM
	YES

	JAPAN
	NO
	YEMEN
	YES

	KAZAKHSTAN
	YES
	
	


Note:  + Countries with which Colombia has signed visa exemption agreements for diplomatic, official, or service passports

“Nationals of countries with which Colombia has signed or will sign visa exemption agreements shall not require a Visitor’s Visa to enter or stay permanently in the national territory as a Tourist, Temporary Visitor, or Technical Visitor.” 

XXXVIII Regular Session of the General Assembly
XXXVIII Período Ordinario de Sesiones de la Asamblea General
Medellín, Colombia
1-3 June/Junio 2008
Hotel reservation form for Official Delegations
Formulario de Reservación de Hotel para Delegaciones Oficiales
	Country / País
Organization / Organización:
	______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________


	First Name / Nombre:
	______________________________________________________________________

	Last Name / Apellidos:
	______________________________________________________________________

	Occupation / Ocupación
	______________________________________________________________________

	Area Code / Código de área
	______ (______)
	Phone / Teléfono:
	________-________

	Fax
	______-_______
	E-mail:
	________@_________________

	Mailing address / Dirección Postal
	____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

	City / Ciudad
	_________________________
	Country / País:
	__________________________________

	Arrival date/
fecha de llegada
	_____________
	Flight/Vuelo No: 
	____________
	Time/Hora 
	______________

	
	dd/mm

	
	
	
	hh:mm

	Departure date / Fecha de salida
	_____________
	Flight/Vuelo No:
	____________
	Time/Hora 
	______________

	
	
	dd/mm

	
	
	
	hh:mm 

	Hotel
	1. choice/alternativa
	__________________________________________________________________

	
	2. choice/alternativa
	__________________________________________________________________

	Room / Habitación
	Single/Sen:
	_____
	Double/ Doble:
	________
	Other/otro:
	____________

	Shared with / Compartida con:
	________________________________________
	
	

	Credit card / Tarjeta de crédito No
	___________________________________
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Visa:  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	American Express: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	MasterCard: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Exp. Date/ Fecha exp:
	____________________

	
	dd/mm/year/año

	
	
	
	
	_________________________________

	
	
	
	
	Signature / Firma


XXXVIII Regular Session of the General Assembly
Medellín, Colombia
June 1 to 3, 2008

Delegations may register online at www.oas.org/38AG.
