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EXPLANATORY NOTE

In accordance with Article 40 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council presents its annual report (June 2007-May 2008) to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-eighth regular session.
Those who served as Chair of the Permanent Council during the period covered by this report hope that the content of its various chapters adequately reflect the importance of the work carried out by the delegations on topics and matters of interest to the member states.
Under Article 12 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council may establish such permanent and special committees and working groups as it deems necessary to discharge the functions assigned to it by the General Assembly and the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and to address any matter that, pursuant to Article 110 of the Charter, the Secretary General of the Organization may bring to its attention.
/
In the period covered by this report, the Permanent Council worked with the following committees:

· General Committee

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 

· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

· Committee on Hemispheric Security 

· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 

· Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime

Some of the outcomes of the Permanent Council’s work in the period covered by this report are contained in the following documents:

· AG/doc.4820/08 add. 1 – Draft resolutions and declarations considered and approved by the Permanent Council
June 2, 2008

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CHAPTER I

1.
Chairs and vice chairs

The Permanent Council of the Organization is composed of one representative of each member state, especially appointed by the respective government, with the rank of ambassador.  Each government may accredit an acting representative, as well as such alternates and advisers as it considers necessary.
/

The office of chair is held by each of the representatives, in turn, following the alphabetic order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries.  The office of vice chair is filled in the same way, following reverse alphabetic order.
/  These positions are held for a three-month term, which begins automatically on the first day of each quarter.
2007
	Term
	Chair
	Vice chair

	July-September
	Ambassador Deborah-Mae Lovell (Antigua and Barbuda)
	Ambassador Antero Flores-Anaya (Peru)

	October-December
	Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil (Argentina)
	Ambassador Manuela María Cáceres
(Paraguay)


2008
	Term
	Chair
	Vice chair

	January - March
	Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith
(The Bahamas)
	Ambassador Arístides Royo
(Panama)

	April - June
	Ambassador Michael I. King
(Barbados)
	Ambassador Denis Ronaldo Moncada Colindres (Nicaragua)


2.
Competence

Within the limits of the Charter and of inter-American treaties and agreements, the Permanent Council takes cognizance of any matter referred to it by the General Assembly or the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
/

It serves provisionally as the organ of consultation in conformity with the provisions of the special treaty on the subject.
/

It keeps vigilance over the maintenance of friendly relations among the member states, and for that purpose effectively assists them in the peaceful settlement of their disputes, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter.
/

It is the function of the Permanent Council to:
/
a. Carry out those decisions of the General Assembly or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs the implementation of which has not been assigned to any other body;

b. Watch over the observance of the standards governing the operation of the General Secretariat and, when the General Assembly is not in session, adopt provisions of a regulatory nature that enable the General Secretariat to carry out its administrative functions;

c. Act as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, in accordance with the terms of Article 60 of the Charter, unless the General Assembly should decide otherwise;

d. Prepare, at the request of the member states and with the cooperation of the appropriate organs of the Organization, draft agreements to promote and facilitate cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations or between the Organization and other American agencies of recognized international standing.  These draft agreements shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval;
e. Submit recommendations to the General Assembly with regard to the functioning of the Organization and the coordination of its subsidiary organs, agencies, and committees;

f.
Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary; and

g. Perform the other functions assigned to it in the Charter.

3.
Secretariat

The Assistant Secretary General serves as Secretary of the Permanent Council
/ and directs the Secretariat of the Permanent Council and the Department of Conferences and Meetings.

Under the provisions of Executive Order No. 05-03, the principal functions of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council are as follows:

1. Advises the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and their subsidiary bodies in the member states, on parliamentary questions and matters of procedure, and coordinates the advisory services that those organs may require or request from other departments and offices of the General Secretariat;
2. Provides secretariat services and support to the Chair of the Permanent Council;
3. Provides political and technical advice to the style committees of the meetings and conferences of the organs of the Organization;
4. Conducts background research and analysis on all items included on the agenda of the meetings in order to prepare memoranda and notes to assist the Chairs of the organs;
5. Coordinates with the Office of Conferences and Meetings the delivery of secretariat services for the General Assembly, the Permanent Council, and the Meeting of Consultation, and transmits to other departments and offices of the General Secretariat copies of resolutions, recommendations, requests, and other decisions of those organs;
6. Coordinates with the Office of Conferences and Meetings the planning and provision of: interpretation; meeting organization, logistics, and coordination; and document translation, editing, production, distribution, database creation and maintenance, and archiving;
7. Ensures that the Web pages of the Secretariat to the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs and of the Office of the Assistant Secretary General are kept up to date in the official languages of the Organization.
CHAPTER II
A.
MEETINGS

In accordance with Article 12 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council shall hold its meetings at its seat, in the manner determined by its Rules of Procedure.  It may also hold meetings in any member state, when it finds it advisable and with the prior consent of the government concerned (Article 13 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council).
Section VII of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes the rules governing the convocation of protocolary, regular, and special meetings.

1.
Protocolary meetings
In keeping with Article 38 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Council has thus far held the following protocolary meetings:

	Date
	Purpose
	Minutes

	July 24, 2007

	Commemoration of the birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
	CP/ACTA 1603/07

	October 12, 2007
	Commemoration of the anniversary of the Discovery of America:  Encounter of Two Worlds 
	CP/ACTA 1613/07

	November 27, 2007
	In honor of His Excellency Elías Antonio Saca, President of the Republic of El Salvador
	CP/ACTA 1617/07

	February 8, 2008 
	In honor of His Excellency Fernando Araújo Perdomo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia
	CP/ACTA 1628/08

	March 28, 2008
	In honor of His Excellency Jacques Edouard Alexis, Prime Minister of Haiti
	CP/ACTA 1639/08

	April 9, 2008
	In honor of Her Excellency Paula Gopee-Scoon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Trinidad and Tobago
	CP/ACTA 1642/08

	April 14, 2008
	Commemoration of Pan American Day
	CP/ACTA 1643/08


	April 26, 2008

	In honor of His Excellency David Choquehuanca Céspedes, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Bolivia
	CP/ACTA 1646/08



The Permanent Council held a total of 8 protocolary meetings.

2.
Regular meetings
As established in Article 36 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council holds regular meetings on the first and third Wednesdays of each month.  In the event it is necessary to advance or postpone a regular meeting, the Chair of the Council may set another date for it.  The meetings of the Permanent Council and its committees, subcommittees, and working groups are to begin punctually at the time indicated in the meeting announcement.

As of the date of publication of this report, the Council has held a total of 27 regular meetings. 
The statements made by delegations during the regular meetings are transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting.  However, the Secretariat records the decisions taken at each meeting, which are presented below.
3.
Special meetings
Under Article 37 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council shall hold special meetings when:
a.
The chair considers it necessary;
b.
Any representative so requests in writing, stating the purpose of the request;
c.
The secretary general expressly so requests, in the exercise of the authority conferred upon him or her in the second paragraph of Article 110 of the Charter; or
d.
The General Assembly expressly so mandates.

As of the date of publication of this report, the Council has held a total of 20 special meetings.

As with the regular meetings, the statements made by delegations are transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting.

4.
Special sessions

The General Assembly has convened special sessions to consider specific topics on the agenda of the Organization.

At its thirty-seventh regular session, the Assembly convened the following special sessions:  

· The Permanent Council convened a special session for November 28, 2007, in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2294 (XXXVII-O/07), “American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”
· The Permanent Council convened a special session for January 23, 2008, in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2339 (XXXVII-O/07), “Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006(2016).”

· The Permanent Council convened for March 14, 2008, a special session on “Civil Society and Strengthening a Democratic Culture,” in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter.”


For its part, at its meeting of July 12, 2007, the Permanent Council, after hearing the report presented by Ambassador Arístides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama and Chair of the Style Committee for the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, took note of the request of the Style Committee regarding the need to amend the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council to govern such special sessions as the General Assembly may decide.
B.
RECORDS OF THE REGULAR MEETINGS, SPECIAL MEETINGS,

AND JOINT MEETINGS OF CP/CEPCIDI

1.
Record of the regular meeting of June 27, 2007

CP/ACTA 1600/07
/

1.
Order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business (CP/OD-1600/07).

· Welcome to the new Ambassador of Ecuador

The Council welcomed Ecuador’s new Permanent Representative, Ambassador Efrén Alfonso Cocíos Jaramillo.

2. Presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on consideration of financing for meetings
The Vice Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, Basia Manitius, Alternate Representative of Canada, submitted for consideration by the Permanent Council the allocation of funds, within the Program-Budget of the Organization for 2007, to finance several meetings due to he held in the course of this year.

The Permanent Council decided:

· To agree to the allocation of funds for the First meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, to be held in Mexico City on July 26 and 27, 2007;
· To agree to the allocation of funds for the Third Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, to be held on August 28 and 29, 2007; and 

· To refer the question of financing for the Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development, due to be held in Chile on October 8 and 9, 2007, to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.

3. Preliminary Report of the Assistant Secretary General on the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly


The Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, gave a presentation on the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, held in Panama from June 3 to June 5, 2007. On his own behalf and that of the Secretary General, the Assistant Secretary General thanked the people and Government of Panama for their hospitality during the General Assembly.

4.
Installation of the Permanent Committees of the Council 

Pursuant to Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council declared the following permanent committees installed:

· General Committee

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs

· Committee on Hemispheric Security

· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.

5. Achievements of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM): A Decade of Strengthening Cooperation in the Hemisphere

Mr. James Mack, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) gave a presentation on the achievements of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism in strengthening cooperation in the Hemisphere.

For its part, the Council decided to take note of the aforementioned presentation and of the valuable comments by several delegations on the subject and to forward them as a reference document to the Committee on Hemispheric Security.
6. Other business

Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, thanked the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General, and support staff, for their cooperation during his term as Chair of the Permanent Council. He also thanked all the delegations and, in particular, the Vice Chair of the Council, Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic.

2.
Record of the special meeting of June 29, 2007

CP/ACTA 1601/07
/
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Colombia and pursuant to Article 37 of the Permanent Council’s Rules of Procedure, the Council convened a special meeting on recent events in Colombia and, in particular, the assassination by the FARC of the 11 deputies of Valle del Cauca, who had been kidnapped since 2002.

· In Memoriam

The Council conveyed its condolences to the people and Government of Colombia regarding the tragic death of the 11 deputies of Valle del Cauca. The Council observed a minute of silence.
· Draft Declaration

After hearing the delegations’ expressions of solidarity with respect to the events addressed at the meeting, the Council adopted by consensus Declaration CP/DEC.37 (1601/07), which states:

1. Its strongest condemnation of the assassination of the Colombian deputies

2. Its solidarity with, and its most sincere condolences to, the families affected by this horrendous crime and to the people and Government of Colombia, and calls for the immediate return of the bodies of the 11 assassinated deputies

3. That kidnapping is an atrocious crime and that it urges all outlawed groups to free all kidnapped persons immediately, safe and sound

4. That it recognizes the Colombian Government’s readiness to install an international commission to investigate what happened 
5. Its support for the Government of Colombia’s efforts to facilitate the freeing of all those still kidnapped by outlawed groups.

· Declaration of the G-24 Countries

At the request of Ambassador Osmar Vladimir Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, the Secretariat distributed a communiqué containing the text of the declaration of the G-24 countries, in which they repudiate and strongly condemn the assassination of the 11 deputies of the Departmental Assembly of Valle del Cauca kidnapped by the FARC in April 2002.
3.
Record of the regular meeting of July 12, 2007

CP/ACTA 1602/07
/
1. Order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business (CP/OD-1602/07).

· In memoriam

The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Colombia on the death of Mr. Alfonso López Michelsen, former president of that country.  The Council observed a moment of silence.
2. Recognition of the work of the outgoing Council chair

The Council recognized the work of the outgoing chair, Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, emphasizing his excellent conduct of the Permanent Council’s work during the April-June 2007 term.  The Council Chair presented the customary gavel to Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño.

3. Ninth quarterly report of the Secretary General on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS)

Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, presented the ninth report on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia, document CP/doc.4237/07, as specified by the Permanent Council in its resolution CP/RES. 859 (1397/04).
The Assistant Secretary General spoke, inter alia, on rearmament and security trends in the demobilized self-defense zones; the reintegration of ex-combatants; progress made in implementing the Justice and Peace Act; and initiatives to support the communities in the verification framework.

Then Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia, presented his observations on the report.

The Permanent Council, after hearing the delegations’ comments on the matter, decided:

· To thank Ambassador Albert Ramdin for presenting the ninth MAPP/OAS report.

· To take note of the statement by the Permanent Representative of Colombia, and of the comments by the delegations.

4. Election of the chairs of the permanent committees

As provided in Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the following chairs of permanent committees were elected by acclamation:

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs: Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic
· Committee on Hemispheric Security:  Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis
· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia
5. Assignment of mandates issued by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session

The Permanent Council adopted the document “Assignment of Mandates Issued by the General Assembly at its Thirty-seventh Regular Session” (CP/doc.4238/07 rev. 1), prepared by the General Secretariat.
6. Oral report by the Chair of the Style Committee of the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session

Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama and Chair of the Style Committee, reported to the Council on the review of five declarations and 96 resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session, in accordance with Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly. 


The Council decided:

· To thank the Chair of the Style Committee, Ambassador Aristides Royo; its members, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, and the United States; and the delegations in attendance,  Argentina, Guatemala, Ecuador, Peru, Mexico, and Venezuela, for their efficient work; and
· As provided in Article 83 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to instruct the General Secretariat to send copies of the declarations and resolutions adopted by the Assembly to the governments of the member states.

7. Recognition of OAS translators:


The Permanent Council, at the request of the members of the Style Committee, agreed, by acclamation, to recognize the valuable work of staff members Elena Sánchez, Estelle Belisle, Rose-Marie Brierre, Carmen Castro, Elizabeth Yoder, Francisco Azevedo, Serge Bellegarde, and Miguel Renart, translators of this Organization, in the review of the declarations and resolutions adopted by the General Assembly. 

8. Draft resolution: Convocation of the Fifth Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime
Ambassador J. Robert Manzanares, Interim Permanent Representative of the United States, presented to the Permanent Council for consideration the draft resolution “Convocation of the Fifth Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime, Pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 2228 (XXXVI-O/06) and the Recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI).”

The Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 920 (1602/07), the operative paragraphs of which read:

1.
To convene the Fifth Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime, to be held at OAS headquarters on November 19 and 20, 2007, for the purpose of carrying out the mandates referred to in the conclusions and recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI).

2.
To direct that the meeting referred to in this resolution should be held within the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources for 2007.


The Council also transmitted the resolution to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration and appropriate action. 

9. Other business

· The Chair, after notifying the delegations, requested the Secretariat to distribute a note sent by the mission of the Permanent Observer of Portugal attaching a statement by the European Union on the murder of 11 Colombian congresspersons held by the FARC, who were kidnapped in 2002.

· The Council Chair, after a statement by the Permanent Representative of Bolivia, expressed condolences to the Government of the United States of America and to the family of the widow of former president Lyndon B. Johnson, Mrs. Claudia Alta Taylor Johnson, who died on July 11, 2007
4.
Record of the protocolary meeting of July 24, 2007

CP/ACTA 1603/07


The Permanent Council held a protocolary meeting to commemorate the birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar.

For that occasion, the Permanent Council was addressed by the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin; Ambassador Deborah Mae-Lovell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda and Chair of the Permanent Council; and Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

Transcripts of the speeches may be found in the minutes of the meeting, document CP/ACTA 1603/07.

5.
Record of the regular meeting of August 22, 2007

CP/ACTA 1604/07
/
1. Approval of the draft order of business
The Permanent Council approved the draft order of business (CP/OD-1604/07).

· Condolences

The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Peru on the tragic earthquake that struck Peru on August 15 last, which caused hundreds of deaths, injuries, and disappearances, as well as considerable material damage.  The Council observed a moment of silence in memory of the victims.

Likewise, the Permanent Council expressed its solidarity with the people and Governments of Saint Lucia, Jamaica, Dominica, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Belize, Mexico, and Martinique, who had suffered casualties and material damage as a result of Hurricane Dean.  It also expressed its solidarity with the United States in view of the recent floods in that country.  The Council observed a moment of silence in memory of the victims.

2. Commemoration of the anniversary of the death of the Liberator General José de San Martín
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Argentina (CP/INF.5527/07), the Permanent Council commemorated the anniversary of the death of the Liberator General José de San Martín and took note of the remarks delivered by Sebastián Molteni,  Alternate Representative of Argentina. 
3. Oral report of the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women on the Third Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI)

The Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women, Carmen Lomellin, gave a summary of the results of the Third Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of the Mechanism to Follow-Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI), held from July 18 to 20, 2007, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.


The Council thanked her for her presentation and decided to take note of it and of the comments made by delegations.

4. Note from the Permanent Mission of Mexico offering to host the Second Conference of the States Party to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA)

Ambassador Alejandro García-Moreno Elizondo, Permanent Representative of Mexico, informed the Permanent Council that his Government had offered to host the Second Conference of the States Party to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) in Mexico City on February 20 and 21, 2008 (CP/doc.4239/07).


Given that there were no objections from the states party to the CIFTA to Mexico’s offer to host the meeting and that said meeting had been convened by the General Assembly through resolution AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07), the Council decided that, instead of holding the meeting at the headquarters of the Organization, as established in operative paragraph 2 of said General Assembly resolution, it would accept the Mexican delegation’s offer to host it in Mexico City on February 20 and 21, 2008.  Further, it decided to forward the matter to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs to enable it to review the meeting’s funding within the framework of the resources allocated in the 2008 program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

5. Approval of minutes

The Permanent Council approved the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1496/05 – special meeting of July 19, 2005;

· CP/ACTA 1576/07 – regular meeting of January 9, 2007;

· CP/ACTA 1580/07 – special meeting of February 26, 2007;

· CP/ACTA 1581/07 – special meeting of March 2, 2007;

· CP/ACTA 1595/07 – joint CP/CEPCIDI meeting of May 16, 2007; and

· CP/ACTA 1599/07 – special meeting of May 28, 2007. 

6.
Other business

The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Alejandro García-Moreno Elizondo, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS.

6.
Record of the regular meeting of September 6, 2007

CP/ACTA 1605/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business (CP/OD.1605/07).

· Condolences

The Council expressed its solidarity with the people and the Governments of Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua in the wake of the human casualties and significant material damage caused by Hurricane Felix. 

2. Preliminary report on the Electoral Observation Mission in Jamaica
Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, delivered an oral report on the elections in Jamaica on September 3, 2007.  He drew attention to some of the Mission’s observations and recommendations to the national Electoral Office of Jamaica.  The Permanent Council took note of the information presented by the Assistant Secretary General and of the comments of Ms. Ann Scott, Alternate Representative of Jamaica to the OAS.

3. Draft reform of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, Permanent Representative of Venezuela to the OAS, made a presentation on the draft reform of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.  The Council took note of his presentation and of the comments made by delegations.

4. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) on the financing of the Regular Fund program-budget for 2008
The Permanent Council heard a presentation by Ambassador Camilo Alonso Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia and Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, on the financing of the Regular Fund program-budget of the Organization for 2008, as set forth by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 2353 (XXXVII-O/07).

After hearing comments and observations by delegations in that regard, the Council decided:

· To approve the draft resolution “Financing of the Regular Fund Program-Budget of the Organization for 2008 (CP/CAAP-2922/07 rev. 3) and to submit it to the General Assembly at its thirty-third special session for consideration; and

· To convene the thirty-third special session of the General Assembly for the purpose of determining the financing of the Regular Fund program-budget of the Organization for 2008, for September 26, 2007, at OAS headquarters.  To that end, the Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 921 (1605/07), “Convocation of the Thirty-third Special Session of the General Assembly.”

5. Referral of documents

The Permanent Council referred the opinion on the scope of the right to identity, adopted by the Inter-American Juridical Committee through resolution CJI/RES. 137 (LXXI-O/07), to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration.

6. Approval of minutes

The Permanent Council approved the following minutes:

a) CP/ACTA 1574/06 – joint meeting with CEPCIDI of December 14, 2006

b) CP/ACTA 1585/07 – special meeting of March 21, 2007

7. Other business
The Permanent Representative of Paraguay drew the Council’s attention to the results of the First Latin American Regional Conference on the Right to Identity and Universal Birth Registration, held in Asunción, Paraguay, from August 28 to 30, 2007.  The corresponding document was submitted to the Secretariat for classification.

7.
Record of the special meeting of September 14, 2007

CP/ACTA 1606/07
/
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business (CP/OD-1606/07).
2. Remarks by the Secretary General of the OAS,

The OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, addressed the Permanent Council regarding the topic that had led to the convening of this special meeting in order to hear the conclusions of the International Forensic Commission charged with investigating the circumstances surrounding the death of the Colombian legislators of Valle del Cauca, in June 2007. The Secretary General called for the liberation of all those kidnapped by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and condemned this scourge that violates the freedom and dignity of persons.   He also stressed that the Commission went about its work in a strictly technical setting and with absolute independence.  In particular, he thanked the Government of Colombia, the Attorney General’s Office, and Colombia’s Institute of Forensic Medicine for their support, and he expressed appreciation for the valuable assistance provided by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

3. Oral report by Dr. James Young on the conclusions of the International Forensic Commission charged with investigating the circumstances surrounding the death of the Colombian legislators of Valle del Cauca, in June 2007.

Dr. James Young presented the conclusions approved unanimously by the International Forensic Commission.  Those conclusions were published in document CP/INF. 5545/07.

Immediately thereafter, Ambassador Camilo Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia, took the floor and thanked, among others, the Secretary General for having convened this special meeting, the International Forensic Commission for the professional and expeditious way it went about the difficult task assigned to it, and the International Committee of the Red Cross, whose task it was to recover the bodies of the legislators, (CP/INF.5546/07).  He stated, moreover, that “kidnapping constitutes a cruel violation of the right to liberty and the subhuman conditions in which the kidnapped are kept captive are the most humiliating that a human being can endure.” 

The Permanent Council agreed to take note of the remarks of the Secretary General, the representative of the International Forensic Commission, and Ambassador Camilo Ospina Bernal, the Permanent Representative of Colombia, as well as of the observations and comments of the delegations.

4. Other business
After the Council concluded its consideration of the topic for which the meeting had been convened, the Permanent Representative of Ecuador asked for a postponement of the thirty-third special session of the General Assembly convened by the Permanent Council by means of resolution CP/RES. 921 (1605/07).

The Alternative Representative of Venezuela requested that a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI be convened to elect the Chair of the Joint Working Group to Prepare the Draft Social Charter of the Americas. 
8.
Record of the special meeting of September 20, 2007

CP/ACTA 1607/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1607/07.
The Permanent Council convened a special meeting, in coordination with the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT), to discuss the topic “Empowerment of future leaders of the Americas.” 

At that meeting, and in keeping with the order of business (CP/OD-1607/07), the Permanent Council duly noted the following presentations:

1. Remarks by the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin.
2. Presentation of the Inter-American Agenda for Children, by Dr. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, Director of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN).
3. Presentation of recommendations of the symposium on empowerment of future leaders (CP/INF.5555/07):

· “Responsible Citizenship and Participation in Democratic Governance,” by Alicia Álvarez

· “Youth Employment, Entrepreneurship and Innovation,” by Ana María Ortiz

· “Opportunities and Programs for Youth Development,” by Norwell Hinds

· “Underserved Youth and Youth at Risk,” by Leslie Levy

· “Education and Information Technologies,” by Jason E. Langsner  

4. General presentation on youth-oriented OAS programs by the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT), Roy L. Thomasson, Executive Director

5. Presentation of the Trust for the Americas, by:

· Darío Soto, Deputy Director

· Asha Williams, Caribbean poet

2. Documents

At the meeting, with authorization from the Chair of the Permanent Council, the following information documents published by the General Secretariat were distributed to those in attendance:

· Report: Youth Reality in the Americas, prepared by the Young Americas Business Trust for the Organization of American States, within the framework of the OAS Inter-Departmental Meetings requested by the Assistant Secretary General. (CP/INF.5557/07)

· Organization of American States Inter-Departmental Meeting on Youth (CP/INF.5556/07)

· Observations and recommendations of the symposium on empowerment of future leaders (CP/INF.5555/07)

9.
Record of the regular meeting of September 21, 2007

CP/ACTA 1608/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1608/07.
· Condolences
The Permanent Council expressed its condolences over the death, on September 7, 2007, of the Honorable Sir John George Melvin Compton, Prime Minister of Saint Lucia, observing a moment of silence in his memory.
· Welcome to the new Ambassador of Mexico
The Permanent Council bid the most cordial welcome to the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Gustavo Albin, who presented his credentials to the Secretary General on September 13, 2007.
2. Presentation by the President of the Central American Court of Justice
At the request of the Permanent Mission of El Salvador (CP/INF. 5532/07), Dr. Ricardo Acevedo Peralta, President of the Central American Court of Justice, reported to the Council on the First Meeting of International and Regional Courts of Justice of the World, which was to take place in Managua, Nicaragua, in October 2007.  The central theme of the meeting would be justice, integration, and human rights.

After hearing the statements by the delegations on the topic of the meeting, the Council thanked the President of the Central American Court of Justice for the information provided and decided to take note of the comments presented by delegations on the matter. 

3. Presentation by Dr. Hilary Beckles, of the University of the West Indies
At the request of Ambassador Deborah-Mae Lovell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda and Chair of the Permanent Council, the Council heard a presentation by Dr. Hilary Beckles, professor of economics and social history at the University of the West Indies, on the bicentennial of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade.

The Council thanked Dr. Hilary Beckles, taking note of his presentation and of the observations of the delegations.

4. Report of the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 
Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, in her capacity as Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, referred to the results of her chairmanship during the term running from March 1 to August 30, 2007.

The Council thanked Ambassador Luján Flores and took note of her presentation.

5. Proposed change of date for the thirty-third special session of the General Assembly 

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Colombia (CP/INF.5548/07), the Permanent Council considered the proposal to change the date of the thirty-third special session of the General Assembly.

It was decided that the thirty-third special session would be held on October 3, 2007, before the special meeting of the Permanent Council convened to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).

As decided, the Secretariat was requested to publish a revised version of resolution CP/RES. 921 (1605/07), adopted by the Permanent Council at its meeting of September 6, 2007.  The Chair of the Council, in her capacity as Chair of the Preparatory Committee, requested that the Secretariat adjust the calendar of activities of the thirty-third special session of the General Assembly.

6. Adoption of minutes 
The Council adopted the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1507/05 – special meeting of September 9, 2005; and

· CP/ACTA 1577/07 – regular meeting of January 24, 2007.

7. Other business
· The Permanent Representative of Panama referred to the need for delegations to adhere to the 10-minute time limit for their statements, as provided in Article 46 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

· The Representative of Paraguay referred to the 129th special session of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).
10.
Record of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI

held on September 21, 2007
CP/ACTA 1609/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business 

The draft order of business, document CP/OD-1609/07, for the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) was adopted.

2. Election of the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 
On a proposal by the Permanent Representative of Canada, seconded by the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Denis G. Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada, was elected by acclamation to serve as Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas.

3. Installation of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to Establish the Agenda of the Inter-American Meeting of National Authorities and Experts on Energy for Sustainable Development
As instructed by the General Assembly in its declaration AG/DEC. 52 (XXXVII-O/07), the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI decided to install the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to Establish the Agenda of the Inter-American Meeting of National Authorities and Experts on Energy for Sustainable Development, open to participation by all OAS member states.
· Election of the Chair
On a proposal by the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, seconded by the Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, was elected by acclamation to serve as Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to Establish the Agenda of the Inter-American Meeting of National Authorities and Experts on Energy for Sustainable Development.
11.
Record of the regular meeting of September 26, 2007

CP/ACTA 1610/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1610/07.
2. Commemoration of the 30th anniversary of the conclusion of the Torrijos-Carter Treaties
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Panama (CP/INF. 5538/07), the Permanent Council commemorated the 30th anniversary of the conclusion of the Torrijos-Carter Treaties.

The Council took note of the statements by Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, and Roberto Manzanares, Interim Representative of the United States, and of the comments of the delegations.

3. Presentation of the oral report on the electoral observation mission in Guatemala
Dr. Diego García-Sayan, Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission in Guatemala, reported to the Permanent Council on the results of the mission to observe the process of the general elections held on September 9, 2007, in Guatemala.
The Permanent Council took note of the report, of the comments made by Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, and of the observations of the delegations.

4. Report of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the methodology for assessing quotas to the member states that will enter into force in 2009

Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia, in his capacity as Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), presented to the Council the Committee’s report on the methodology for assessing quotas to the member states that will enter into force in 2009 (CP/CAAP-2927/07 rev. 1).

During the presentation, the Chair of the CAAP referred to the proposed methodology for calculating the scale of quota assessments (GTT/MEC/doc.6/07) agreed upon at the meeting of the Working Group of Experts established to study a proposed methodology for calculating the quota assessments of member states in 2009 and subsequent years, held on August 27 and 28, 2007, and chaired by Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay.

Consequently, the Council adopted the draft resolution “Methodology for Calculating the Scale of Quota Assessments to Finance the Regular Fund of the Organization” and decided to present it to the General Assembly, through the Preparatory Committee, for consideration at its thirty-fourth special session (CP/CAAP-2927/07 rev. 2).

5. Draft resolution:  Place and date of the thirty-fourth special session of the General Assembly

The Permanent Council, in resolution CP/RES. 922 (1610/07), decided that the thirty-fourth special session of the General Assembly would be held on November 12, 2007, at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Organization, in order to adopt a methodology for assigning the quotas of member states that will enter into force in 2009 and apply to subsequent years.

6. Consideration of funding for the third meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the areas to which the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) refers

The Permanent Council considered the decision issued by the General Assembly in operative paragraph 4 of resolution AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07), which reads: “To convene, in the framework of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, the third meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the areas to which the CIFTA refers, for October 15 and 16, 2007, to consider the draft model legislation on legislative measures, pursuant to Article IV of the Convention.”

Considering the content of the document Subprogram 21 c - Year 2007 - Unprogrammed Conferences and Meetings (CP/CAAP-2864/06 rev. 10), the Council decided to request the General Secretariat to assign funding for this meeting.

7. Other business
· Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, referred to the “Genius scholarship” award granted to Argentine anthropologist Mercedes Doretti, founder of the Argentine Forensic Anthropology Team, who applies these scientific techniques to the investigation of human rights violations.
12.
Record of the special meeting of October 3, 2007

CP/ACTA 1611/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1611/07. corr. 1.

· Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council


Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, addressed the plenary of the Permanent Council on the occasion of his first meeting as Chair of that body.  He spoke about the challenge of boosting the hemispheric agenda and attempting to ensure that it tied in with the concrete circumstances, needs, and aspirations of our peoples.  In that context, he referred to the strengthening of democracy through the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and to the defense and promotion of human rights based on recognition of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Right.  He also underscored work done since the Fourth Summit of the Americas in Mar del Plata and the efforts under way to produce a draft Social Charter of the Americas. 


Finally, he said he wished to focus on the still pending mandates assigned by the General Assembly to the Permanent Council, namely:

1. Convening a special meeting of the Permanent Council with civil society organizations, in order to examine these organizations’ contributions to the strengthening of democratic culture in the Hemisphere.

2. Promoting the organization of a first-ever meeting of high-level authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management.

3. Supporting preparations for the Special Session of the General Assembly to establish a methodology proper to the OAS for assessing the scale of member states’ Regular Fund quotas.

2. Commemoration of the 65th anniversary of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture: “Realizing the Inter-American Dream of 1942”

The Permanent Council began the special meeting convened for the “Commemoration of the 65th Anniversary of the Inter-American Institute on Agriculture”: “Realizing the Inter-American Dream of 1942”.


The program for that meeting was as follows:

1. Remarks by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS 

2. Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina 
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3. Remarks by Dr. Chelston Brathwaite, Director General of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

4. Outcomes of the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of Ministers of Agriculture, presented by His Excellency Bernardo López Figueroa, Minister of Agriculture of Guatemala and Chair of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA)

5. Survey of regional initiatives of IICA by Mr. Christopher Hansen, Deputy Director general and Representative of IICA in the United States of America.

3. Draft resolution


After listening to the remarks of the delegations and of the representatives of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Permanent Council adopted CP/RES. 923 (1611/07), the operative paragraphs of which read as follows:

1. To acknowledge and recognize the initiatives undertaken over the past 65 years by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) to support its 34 Member States to promote the modernization of rural communities.

2. To recognize the importance of the technical cooperation provided by IICA in response to the needs of Member States, and IICA’s contribution to sustainable agricultural development, food security and rural prosperity.

13.
Record of the regular meeting of October 10, 2007

CP/ACTA 1612/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business 

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1612/07.

· Presentation of gavel
The Council presented a gavel to Ambassador Deborah-Mae Lovell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda, as a symbol of the OAS member states’ appreciation for her service as Chair of the Permanent Council from July 1 to September 30, 2007.

2. Note from the Permanent Mission of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas presenting a candidate for a vacancy on the Board of External Auditors 
In light of the decisions taken by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session, held in Panama, the Permanent Council proceeded to elect a member of the Board of External Auditors for a two-year period beginning on January 1, 2008, in accordance with the rules adopted by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2340 (XXXVII-O/07). 

Accordingly, taking into account the note from the Permanent Mission of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas (CP/doc.4245/07), the Permanent Council elected by acclamation Mr. Terrance S. Bastian as a member of the Board of External Auditors.

3.
Note from the Permanent Mission of Nicaragua requesting inclusion of the topic “The impact of Hurricane Felix and strategies for rebuilding and developing the northern Caribbean coast of Nicaragua”

The Permanent Council considered the topic “The impact of Hurricane Felix and strategies for rebuilding and developing the northern Caribbean coast of Nicaragua” (CP/doc.4244/07) and, as expressed by Ambassador Denis Moncada Colindres, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, decided:

· To take note of the document presented by the Permanent Mission of Nicaragua and of the comments made by delegations; and
· Given the importance of the topic for the people and Government of Nicaragua, to request the General Secretariat to disseminate as widely as possible the document presented by the Permanent Mission of Nicaragua (CP/doc.4244/07).

4. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, in her capacity as Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration the applications of the following civil society organizations that had expressed an interest in being included in the OAS register (CP/CISC-344/07):

a) Alianza Cooperativa Internacional de las Américas (ACI-Américas) – Costa Rica (CP/CISC-327/07)

b) Asociación Civil Labor – Peru (CP/CISC-328/07)

c) Asociación Colombiana para el Desarrollo de Personas con Discapacidad (ASCOPAR) – Colombia (CP/CISC-329/07)

d) Asociación Panamericana de Instituciones de Crédito Educativo (APICE) – Colombia (CP/CISC-330/07)

e) Asociación para el Desarrollo de la Mujer Negra Costarricense (Centro de Mujeres Afrocostarricenses) – Costa Rica (CP/CISC-331/07)

f) Centro de la Mujer Peruana “Flora Tristán” – Peru (CP/CISC-332/07)

g) Confederación de Empresarios Privados de Bolivia – Bolivia (CP/CISC-334/07)

h) Cooperación Latino Americana de Redes Avanzadas (CLARA) – Uruguay (CP/CISC-335/07)

i) Fundación de Apoyo al Parlamento y a la Participación Ciudadana (FUNDAPPAC) – Bolivia (CP/CISC-336/07)

j) Fundación Eudes – Mexico (CP/CISC-337/07)

k) Due Process of Law Foundation – United States (CP/CISC-338/07)

l) Fundación Solidaridad –Dominican Republic (CP/CISC-339/07)

m) Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Occidente (ITESO) – Mexico (CP/CISC-340/07)

n) Movimiento Socio-Cultural para los Trabajadores Haitianos (MOSCTHA) –Dominican Republic (CP/CISC-341/07)

o) Servicio de Promoción Integral Comunitario Juvenil (SEPICJ) – Mexico (CP/CISC-333/07)

For its part, the Permanent Council, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and Article 22 of its Rules of Procedure, approved the inclusion of the civil society organizations listed above in the corresponding register.

5. Draft Agenda of the Seventh Special Assembly of Delegates of the CIM

The Permanent Council, after its consideration of the Draft Agenda of the Seventh Special Session of the Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) (CP/doc.4246/07), decided to inform the CIM, purusant to Article 8 of the Agreement between the OAS and the CIM, that it did not have any comments to make concerning the date and the agenda for the Seventh Special Session of the Assembly of Delegates of that body.

6. Installation of the Style Committee

In accordance with Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council decided to establish the Style Committee for the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-third and thirty-fouth special sessions.  It would consist of the delegations of:

· Colombia (Spanish)

· Brazil (Portuguese)

· Canada (French)

· United States (English)

7. Approval of minutes

The following minutes of Permanent Council meetings were approved:

· CP/ACTA 1494/05 (regular meeting of July 11, 2005), 

· CP/ACTA 1502/05 (joint CP/CEPCIDI meeting of August 25, 2005),

· CP/ACTA 1568/06 (regular meeting of November 9, 2006),

· CP/ACTA 1571/06 (special meeting of November 22, 2006),

· CP/ACTA 1593/07 (regular meeting of May 2, 2007), and

· CP/ACTA 1594/07 (regular meeting of May 9, 2007).

14.
Record of the protocolary meeting of October 12, 2007
CP/ACTA 1613/07
PROTOCOLARY MEETING TO COMMEMORATE THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA:
ENCOUNTER OF TWO WORLDS
The Permanent Council held a protocolary meeting on October 12, 2007, in commemoration of the Discovery of America: Encounter of Two Worlds.  The presentations by Ambassador Juan Manuel Romero de Terreros Castilla, Permanent Observer of Spain, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States, and Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina and Chair of the Permanent Council, are recorded in the minutes of the meeting (CP/ACTA 1613/07).
15
Record of the regular meeting of October 24, 2007

CP/ACTA 1614/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business as amended, document CP/OD-1614/07.

2. Presentation by the Minister of the Special Secretariat for Policies for the Promotion of Racial Equality (SEPPIR) of Brazil

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Brazil (CP/INF.5562/07 corr.1), the Permanent Council received Her Excellency Mrs. Matilde Ribeiro, Minister of the Special Secretariat for Policies for the Promotion of Racial Equality of Brazil. In her presentation, Minister Ribeiro commented on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racisim and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance. 

In that regard, after listening to the comments made by delegations on the subject addressed by the Minister, the Council decided:

· To thank the Minister of the Special Secretariat for Policies for the Promotion of Racial Equality of Brazil and to take note of her presentation and of the comments made by delegations; and
· To forward the minutes of that meeting to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racisim and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

3. Note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil transmitting a request from the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) to give a presentation to the Permanent Council
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Brazil (CP/INF.5563/07 corr. 2) and pursuant to the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 1673 (XXIX-O/99), the Permanent Council heard a presentation by Congressmen Luiz Carlos Hauly, President of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA).  The FIPA President underscored that the objective of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum was to promote parliamentary participation in the inter-American system and to contribute to inter-parliamentary dialogue in addressing items on the hemispheric agenda.  He also said that the two organizations (OAS/FIPA) had common interests and objectives and that it was advisable for them to cooperate on the inter-American agenda. 

In that connection, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the presentation made by the President of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) and of the statements by delegations.
· To forward the minutes of this meeting to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization as a reference document, in order to forge a working relationship between the OAS and FIPA.

4. Establishment of the Special Committee on Migration 

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Belize (CP/INF.5564/07) and in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07), the Permanent Council decided to establish the Special Committee on Migration, which would be responsible for analyzing migration issues and flows from an integral perspective.  The Committee would also have to take into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law, maintaining for that purpose close contact with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the Special Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and Their Families.

Likewise the Permanent Council decided that the Special Committee on Migration would be open to all delegations and in due course would have to report back to the Council on its work plan.

· Election of officers

Chair:  On a proposal by the Permanent Representative of Paraguay, seconded by the Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, was elected Chair of the Special Committee on Migration by acclamation.

Vice Chair:  On a proposal by the Permanent Representative of Barbados, Mr. Nestor Mendez, Interim Representative of Belize, was elected Vice Chair by acclamation.

5. Progress report of the Inter-American Defense Board on its modernization process

As decided by the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the Chair of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), Rear Admiral Elis Treidler Öberg, reported to the Permanent Council on the activities of the IADB, drawing attention, inter alia, to the advisory services provided to the OAS and the member states, the work of the Inter-American Defense College, technical support for the  Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines and the three demining assistance missions, based in Nicaragua, Ecuador-Peru, and Colombia.  Lastly, he referred to the IADB’s principal objective, which was to serve “as an instrument for integration and international cooperation, a catalyst for transparency and mutual trust among the States of our hemisphere, thus motivating and encouraging contributions from members, in accordance with their capabilities and experiences; a vector for harmony, promoting security in the American Continent.”

In conclusion, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the presentation by the Chair of the Inter-American Defense Board.
· To request the Inter-American Defense Board to include the information it presented to the Permanent Council in the annual report it would submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session for consideration, for the purposes set out in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

6. Other business

· Farewell
The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica.

16.
Record of the regular meeting of November 6, 2007

CP/ACTA 1615/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1615/07.
· In memoriam

The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the peoples and Governments of The Bahamas, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Jamaica in the wake of the human and material damage caused by Hurricane Noel.  It also expressed its solidarity with the people and Government of Mexico in view of the serious consequences of the recent floods in that country. 
2. Tenth quarterly report by the Secretary General to the Permanent Council on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS)
The OAS Secretary General presented the tenth quarterly report on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS) (CP/doc.4249/07). 
He referred, among other things, to three fundamental challenges that the new scenario created by demobilization and disarmament had posed: a) the reconstruction of the state in certain regions and the weakening of illegal activity; b) the reintegration of former combatants, using a community approach that included the towns that were affected by the presence of paramilitaries; and c) implementation of the Justice and Peace Law, which involved gradually uncovering the truth, seeking justice, reparations for victims, and opening up channels for reconciliation. 

After listening to the comments by Ambassador Camilo Ospina, Permanent Representative of Colombia, and to those by delegations, the Permanent Council agreed:
· To thank the Secretary General for his presentation of the tenth quarterly report on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia, as well as everyone involved in that important mission; and 
· To take note of tenth quarterly report on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia and of the comments by delegations.
3. Oral report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador
Mr. Enrique Correa, Head of the Electoral Observation Mission in Ecuador, presented an oral report on the election of the members of the Constituent Assembly, on September 30, 2007.  The Permanent Council decided to take note of the report and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Ecuador and by delegations.

4. Oral report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Costa Rica
Ambassador Paul Duran, Head of the Electoral Observation Mission in Costa Rica, presented an oral report on the referendum held on October 7, 2007, on the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement.  The Permanent Council decided to take note of the report and of the comments made by the Alternate Representative of Costa Rica, as well as of those by delegations.
5. Place of the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly
The Permanent Council, taking into account resolution AG/RES. 2235 (XXXVI-O/06) and the comments by Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia, decided to select Medellín, Colombia, as the venue for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly. 

6. Oral report on the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education
In her capacity as Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, commented on the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education:  Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education, to be held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from November 14 to 16, 2007.
The Permanent Council, recognizing that the topic in question was being addressed within CEPCIDI, decided to thank Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez for the information she had provided.
7. Referral of documents
At the request of some delegations, the Council decided to postpone until a future meeting consideration of the note from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights forwarding the document: “Guidelines for the Preparation of Progress Indicators in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights” (CP/doc.4250/07). 

8. Minutes
The following minutes were approved:
· CP/ACTA 1493/05 (regular meeting of June 30, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1501/05 (regular meeting of August 10, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1506/05 (special meeting of September 8, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1565/06 (joint CP/CEPCIDI meeting of October 11, 2006)
· CP/ACTA 1573/06 (special meeting of December 13, 2006)
· CP/ACTA 1575/06 (regular meeting of December 18, 2006)
· CP/ACTA 1578/07 (regular meeting of February 21, 2007)
· CP/ACTA 1584/07 (regular meeting of March 14, 2007) 

· CP/ACTA 1587/07 (special meeting of March 28, 2007)
· CP/ACTA 1591/07 (regular meeting of April 25, 2007)
The Council decided to postpone its consideration of the following minutes:
· CP/ACTA 1499/05 (special meeting of July 26, 2005)
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17.
Record of the regular meeting of November 13, 2007
CP/ACTA 1616/07
/
6. Adoption of the draft order of business 

The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1616/07.

· Welcoming the new Permanent Representative of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas
The permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, Ambassador Cornelius Smith.

7. Oral report on the OAS electoral observation mission in Guatemala
Mr. Diego García Sayán, Head of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Guatemala, gave an oral report on the general elections held on September 9, 2007 and on the second round of the presidential elections held on November 4, 2007. The Permanent Council agreed to take note of the report, of the observations of Ambassador Francisco Villagrán, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, and of the comments by the delegations.

8. Other business
The OAS Secretary General referred to the Declaration of Santiago of the XVII Ibero-American Summit, held on November 8 to 10 in Santiago, Chile, as well as the agreement he signed on behalf of the OAS with the Secretary of the Ibero-American Summit.
18. Summary of the Protocolary Meeting of November 27, 2007
in honor of His Excellency, Elías Antonio Saca,
President of the Republic of El Salvador

The Permanent Council held a protocolary meeting to welcome His Excellency, Elías Antonio Saca, President of the Republic of El Salvador.
At that meeting, the Permanent Council heard presentations by Mr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States, His Excellency Rodolfo Hugo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina and Chair of the Permanent Council, and His Excellency Elías Antonio Saca, President of the Republic of El Salvador. 

Transcripts of the speeches may be found in the minutes of the meeting, document CP/ACTA 1617/07.
19.
Record of the regular meeting of November 27, 2007

CP/ACTA 1618/07
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1618/07.
2. Information from the Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Culture
At the request of the Permanent Mission of  Canada (CP/INF. 5578/07), the Permanent Council received the Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, Mr. André Frenette, who discussed topics  addressed by that Committee.  The Permanent Council thanked him for the information and took due note of it. 

3. Presentation of the Hospital Ship USNS Comfort mission in association with Latin America and the Caribbean
At the request of the Permanent Mission of the United States of America (CP/INF.5571/07), Mr. Glenn Spears reported to the Permanent Council on the mission being carried out by the Hospital Ship USNS Comfort in Latin America and the Caribbean.  He told the Council which OAS member countries were benefiting from the ship’s work and said that the idea was to expand its coverage in the region.
After listening to comments by the delegations of Saint Kitts and Nevis, Grenada, Guatemala, Peru, Belize, Guyana, and El Salvador, the Council agreed to take note of them and of the information provided regarding the Hospital Ship USNS Comfort. 
4. Referral of reports to the appropriate committees

The Permanent Council decided to refer the document “Note from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Transmitting the Document “Guidelines for Preparation of Progress Indicators in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights” (CP/doc.4250/07 corr. 1) to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

It also decided to refer the following reports to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs: 
a) Annual Report of the Inspector General for the period from January 1 to December 31, 2005 (CP/doc .4248/07).
b) Activity report of the Office of the Inspector General for the period from January 1 to December 31, 2005 (CP/doc. 4247/07).
5. Adoption of minutes
The Council adopted the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1497/05 (regular meeting of July 20, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1499/05 (special meeting of July 26, 2005)

· CP/ACTA 1505/05 (special meeting of September 1, 2005), and

· CP/ACTA 1583/07 (special meeting of March 9, 2007)

6. Other business
The Permanent Mission of Mexico thanked the international community for the help offered to its Government on account of the recent natural disasters.
20.
Record of the special meeting of November 28, 2007
CP/ACTA 1619/07
/
· Presentation of the results and recommendations of the meeting for reflection by the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
As instructed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2294 (XXXVII-O/07), the Permanent Council convened a special meeting to hear the results and recommendations of the meeting for reflection by the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros, Permanent Representative of Bolivia and Chair of the Working Group, gave a presentation on the outcome of the meeting for reflection.  The representative of the Leaders of the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus then read out the topics discussed, which were:

· Topic 1
Discussion of how the adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples affects the process of negotiation of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples at the Organization of American States.
· Topic 2
Analysis of the meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus: Identification of topics of particular interest in the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples .
· Topic 3
Methodology for continuing consideration of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
· Topic 4
Consideration of new proposals
The Chair of the Working Group concluded his presentation, pointing out that the results and recommendations presented to the Permanent Council would be published and distributed in due course as an official document of the Working Group.

The delegations of Ecuador, Brazil, Guatemala, Mexico, Chile, Canada, United States, Colombia, Venezuela, Argentina, Uruguay, and Guyana commented on the subject.
In conclusion, the Permanent Council decided:
1. To take note of the results and recommendations of the meeting for reflection by the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; and

2. To submit the results and recommendations to the governments of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) for them to make any comments thereon that they considered pertinent. In that way, the Permanent Council could continue considering this topic pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2294 (XXXVII-O/07).

21.
Record of the special meeting of November 28, 2007

CP/ACTA 1620/07
/
· Commemoration of the 50th anniversary  of the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO)
The Permanent Council convened a special session to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO).

During the meeting, as per the order of business, the Permanent Council heard presentations by the Secretary General of the Organization of American States, Mr. José Miguel Insulza; Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina and Chair of the Permanent Council; the President of the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO), Dr. Francisco Valdés; and the Secretary General of FLACSO, Dr. Francisco Rojas Aravena.

In addition, the delegations of Ecuador, Chile, Brazil, Mexico, Uruguay, United States, Colombia, Panama, and Peru all commented on the 50th anniversary of the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO).

Finally, the Permanent Council decided:

· To congratulate Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO) on its 50th anniversary; 
· To thank the FLACSO authorities for visiting the Organization; 
· To take note of the dissertations delivered at this meeting to commemorate FLACSO’s 50th anniversary; and 
· To ask the General Secretariat to disseminate as widely as possible the presentations given at this special meeting.
22.
Record of the regular meeting of December 7, 2007

CP/ACTA 1621/07
/
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1621/07 rev. 3.

2. The democratic process in Bolivia

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Bolivia (CP/INF.5593/07), the Permanent Council considered the topic “The democratic process in Bolivia.”  Said topic was presented by Her Excellency Mrs. Celinda Sosa Lunda, Minister of Justice of Bolivia; and by His Excellency Mr. Héctor Enrique Arze, Vice Minister of Government Coordination of Bolivia; who referred, among other things, to the new Political Constitution of Bolivia. 

The delegations of Canada, the United States, Nicaragua, Argentina, Paraguay, Guatemala, Chile, Brazil, Venezuela, Colombia, Uruguay, Peru, Ecuador, and Saint Kitts and Nevis commented on the subject, as did the OAS Secretary General.

In conclusion, the Permanent Council agreed:

· To take note of the presentations made by the Minister and the Vice Minister of Justice, as well as of the comments on the topic “The democratic process in Bolivia”; and
· To thank Her Excellency Mrs. Celinda Sosa Lunda, Minister of Justice of Bolivia, and His Excellency Mr. Héctor Enrique Arze, Vice Minister of Justice, for their visit to the Organization of American States.

3. Oral report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Colombia

Mr. Dante Caputo, Assistant Secretary for Political Affairs of the OAS, in his capacity as Head of Mission, presented an oral report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission that monitored the Colombian elections held on October 28 of the current year. 

In that regard, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the General Secretariat’s report on the Electoral Observation Mission sent to Colombia to monitor the election of governors, mayors, council members, and local administrative boards, as well as of the comments made by delegations; and
· To congratulate the people and Government of Colombia on their October 28 elections. 

4. Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Peru (CP/INF.5576/07), the Permanent Council considered the topic “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.”


After a brief introduction by the Alternate Representative of Peru, the topic was presented by Ms. Lenore García, Director of the Department of Education and Culture of the OAS General Secretariat.


After hearing comments by the delegations of Chile, El Salvador, the United States, Venezuela, Uruguay, Canada, Bolivia, Panama, and Ecuador, the Permanent Council decided, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2164 (XXXVI-O/06):

· To take note of the presentation and comments on the topic “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices”; and
· To forward the minutes of this meeting to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, the Secretariat for Political Affairs, and other areas of the General Secretariat entrusted with continuing to support the councils of the Organization and the member states in the design and implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.

5. Change in the name of the subregional group of the member countries of the GRUCA

The Permanent Council listened to the statement by Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala (CP/INF.5589/07), in connection with the change in the name of the subregional group of the member countries of the GRUCA, made up of Belize, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama. 

It then decided:

· To note that the subregional group known as GRUCA would now be called the Subregional Group of the Central American Integration System and that its acronym would be SICA; and

· To forward that information to the Office of External Relations, the Office of Public Information, and the Office of Protocol of the OAS so that they would be aware of the change. 

6. Presentation of the third report on justice in the Americas

The Chair of the Board of Directors of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, Mr. Jaime Arellano, presented the third report on justice in the Americas.  Among other things, he drew attention to “the consensus that the smooth functioning of judicial systems is essential for the consolidation of democracy and the economic and social development of peoples.  For that reason, in recent decades the countries of the Americas have engaged in major processes of judicial reform and modernization.”

Likewise, he referred to the JSCA’s Annual Report for 2007 and its Plan of Activities for 2008.

The Permanent Council listened to comments by delegations on that topic and then decided:

· To take note of the third report on justice in the Americas, presented by the JSCA, and of the comments made by delegations; and

· To forward said report to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration.
23.
Record of the special meeting of December 11, 2007
CP/ACTA 1622/07
The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive His Excellency, Dr. Francisco Santos, Vice President of the Republic of Colombia.
On that occasion, the Vice President addressed the Permanent Council to explain Colombia’s strategy with respect to the Humanitarian Agreement.  The Permanent Council was also addressed by Mr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States and His Excellency Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay and Vice Chair (Acting Chair) of the Permanent Council.
Transcripts of the speeches may be found in the minutes of the meeting, document CP/ACTA 1622/07.
24. 
Record of the regular meeting of December 11, 2007
CP/ACTA 1623/07
/
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1623/07.
2. Report on the participation of the Secretary General’s representative in the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the Community of Democracies, in Bamako, Mali.
At the request of the Permanent Mission of  the United States (CP/INF.5588/07), the Permanent Council listened to a presentation by Mr. Raúl Alconada Sempé, the Secretary General’s representative at the Fourth Ministerial Conference of the Community of Democracies, held in Bamako, Mali, from November 14 to 17, 2007.
After hearing the presentation and comments by the delegations of Chile, Brazil, Canada, the United States, Trinidad and Tobago, Grenada, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Bolivia, the Permanent Council decided:
· To take note of the presentation made by the Secretary General’s representative on the Fourth Ministerial Conference of the Community of Democracies, held in Bamako, Mali, and of the comments on the topic; and
· To forward the minutes of the present meeting to the Secretariat for Political Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat.
3. Presentation of the results of the constitutional amendment referendum held in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Ambassador Jorge Valero, Vice Minister for North America and Permanent Representative of Venezuela to the OAS, presented the results of the constitutional reform referendum held in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on December 2, 2007.
The delegations of Mexico, Nicaragua, Uruguay, Canada, Bolivia, Paraguay, Brazil, Argentina, the Dominican Republic, Chile, Ecuador, Panama, El Salvador, Peru, Costa Rica, Guyana, the United States, Grenada, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Belize, and Trinidad and Tobago commented on the matter.
In that regard, the Permanent Council decided to take note of the presentation and of the comments by delegations and to congratulate the people and Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for the public spirit they had demonstrated during the December 2 elections.
4. Oral report by the Chair of the Style Committee of the thirty-third and thirty-fourth special sessions of the General Assembly
Mr. Robert Manzanares, Interim Representative of the United States of America, speaking in his capacity as Chair of the Style Committee of the thirty-third and thirty-fourth special sessions of the General Assembly, presented the following resolutions to the Permanent Council, as revised by the Style Committee, for consideration:
· AG/RES. 1 (XXXIII-E/07), “Financing of the Regular Fund Program-Budget of the Organization for 2008”; and
· AG/RES. 1 (XXXIV-E/07), “Methodology for Calculating the Scale of Quota Assessments to Finance the Regular Fund of the Organization” 

For its part, the Permanent Council decided to ask the General Secretariat to forward certified copies of those resolutions to the member states, pursuant to Article 83 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly. 

5. Draft Rules of Procedure for financing the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund
The Permanent Council, after hearing the presentation by Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina Bernal, Permanent Representative of Colombia, speaking in his capacity as Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, decided to adopt resolution CP/RES. 924 (1623/07), “Rules of Procedure for the Operations of the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund to Finance the Inter-American Human Rights System”.
6. Referral of documents
The Council decided to refer the following document to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs: “The Work Plans of Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States for 2008 and Report of Funds/Subsidies Received from Host Governments” (CP/doc.4251/07).
7. Approval of minutes
The minutes of the regular meeting of October 25, 2006 (CP/ACTA 1567/07) were approved.
8. Other business
The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic commented on the Argentine Fund for Cooperation in Academic Activities and Education, to be administered by the Organization of American States.
25.
Record of the regular meeting of January 16, 2008

CP/ACTA 1624/08
/

1. Adoption of the order of business
The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1624/08.

· Recognition of the work of the outgoing Council Chair
The Council recognized the work of the outgoing Chair, Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, emphasizing the skill with which he led the work of the Permanent Council during the months of October, November, and December 2007.  The Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas, presented Ambassador Gil with a commemorative gavel.
Before beginning deliberations on the topics included on the order of business, Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith offered some remarks upon his assumption of the chair of the Council. 

2. Report of the Secretary General on Haiti: Report of the Secretary General to the Permanent Council on Haiti and OAS projects in that country, July to December 2007
The Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, presented the report, document CP/doc.4253/08, in fulfillment of the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2306 (XXXVII-O/07).  That resolution, inter alia, instructs the General Secretariat to present a semiannual report on developments in Haiti and on the activities of the Working Group on Haiti.
The Secretary General reported that the political climate and overall security in Haiti had shown signs of improvement in the reporting period; despite existing difficulties, the climate of political polarization seemed to have diminished; reports of abductions and gang violence seemed to be fewer, although this was still a concern.

The Secretary General also noted that this period of political, economic, and social stability had raised expectations of a continued commitment to strengthening and consolidating democratic governance.  He said that the period of transition to democratic governance provided a unique opportunity for the Republic of Haiti to begin to strengthen institutions with a view to sustainable democracy, and to place a new emphasis on economic development and growth initiatives in the short and long terms, so that the Haitian people would live in a secure environment conducive to the realization of their human potential. 

The Permanent Council, after hearing the presentation by the delegations of Haiti, Peru, the Bahamas, El Salvador, the Dominican Republic, Chile, Grenada, the United States, Brazil, Argentina, Ecuador, and Saint Kitts and Nevis, took formal note of the report presented by the Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, on the situation in Haiti, and of the delegations’ statements.

3. Updated report on the situation in Bolivia. Note of the Permanent Mission of Bolivia requesting inclusion of a topic on the order of business of the next regular meeting of the Permanent Council (CP/INF.5605/08)
Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, and Mr. Jean Paul Guevara, Director of Bilateral Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Bolivia, presented updated information on the situation in Bolivia, as a follow-up to a presentation given by their Government in December 2007.  The information dealt in particular with the recent adoption of a new political constitution in that nation.

The delegations of Argentina, Canada, the United States, Brazil, Chile, and Venezuela offered comments on the matter.

The Permanent Council took note of the presentation and of the comments issued by the delegations and thanked the Government of Bolivia for its efforts to keep the member states informed.

4. Commemoration of the 16th anniversary of the signing of the peace accords in El Salvador. Note from the Permanent Mission of El Salvador requesting inclusion of the topic “Commemoration of the 16th anniversary of the signing of the peace accords in El Salvador” on the agenda for the next regular meeting of the Permanent Council (CP/INF.5607/08)
The Chair of the Permanent Council, on behalf of the members of the Council, expressed congratulations on the 16th anniversary of the signing of the peace accords in El Salvador, which had closed a painful chapter in that nation’s history after 12 years of conflict.

Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, addressed the Permanent Council, recalling the profound impact of the years of conflict in her country.

The representatives of Mexico, the United States, Guatemala, Grenada, Uruguay, Ecuador, and Argentina offered remarks on the occasion.  The Council decided that those remarks would be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.

5. Commemoration of the 400th anniversary of the founding of Quebec City. Note from the Permanent Mission of Canada requesting inclusion of a topic on the order of business of the next regular meeting of the Permanent Council (CP/INF.5606/08)
After hearing a presentation by Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada, followed by a commemorative video on this occasion and on the events planned by the Canadian Government to celebrate it, the Chair of the Permanent Council, on behalf of the members of the Council, expressed congratulations on the 400th anniversary of the founding of Quebec City.  The Chair of the Council noted that this historic date marked the beginning of the French presence in the Hemisphere and the establishment of the French language in the Americas. Ambassador Smith wished the Government of Canada and the City of Quebec a year of happy celebration.

The representatives of Haiti, Belize, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Bolivia, Brazil, El Salvador, Chile, Guyana, and the United States also expressed their congratulations to the Government of Canada and the City of Quebec.

The Council decided that the remarks of the Ambassador of Canada, the video presentation, and the remarks of the member states would be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.

6. Draft resolution: Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Voice of the OAS (Radio Service) (Presented by the delegations of Ecuador, El Salvador, and Saint Kitts and Nevis) (CP/doc.4252 rev. 1)
Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, presented to the Council for consideration document CP/doc.4252 rev. 1, which, she said, recognizes the 50 years of work of the Voice of the OAS, the Radio and Television Division of the Department of Press and Communications of the Organization, and the important role of OAS radio in promoting OAS activities. Ambassador Castro also thanked the staff of the Voice of the OAS for their achievements.
The Chair of the Permanent Council joined in the congratulations on this commemorative occasion, which, he said, reflected the importance radio still has as a means of communication, even in the era of new technologies.
Then, on a proposal by the delegation of Panama, the Permanent Council adopted the draft resolution by acclamation.  The representatives of Trinidad and Tobago and Antigua and Barbuda also offered their congratulations to the staff of the Voice of the OAS.

7. Adoption of the minutes of the regular meetings held on May 27 and August 25, 2005; and on March 7 and 21, April 10, and May 16, 2007
The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the regular meetings held on May 27 and August 25, 2005; and on March 7 and 21, April 10, and May 16, 2007 (CP/ACTA 1490/05, CP/ACTA 1503/05, CP/ACTA 1582/07, CP/ACTA 1586/07, CP/ACTA 1588/07, and CP/ACTA 1596/07).

8. Other business

a. The Permanent Representative of Argentina, Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, read aloud a press release from the Government of his country objecting to the inclusion of the Malvinas Islands, the South Georgia Group Islands, South Sandwich Island, and the Argentine Antarctic Sector, in the European Treaty of Lisbon.

b. Ambassador Michael King, Permanent Representative of Barbados, presented information on the outcome of the general elections held in his country on January 15, 2008.

c. The Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Camilo Ospina, read aloud the statement of his country’s President, Álvaro Uribe, issued in Guatemala City on January 14, 2008, upon the freeing of two hostages, on the “….support of the governments and persons who have supported the democratic struggle of Colombia and have acted in accordance with United Nations (UN) and Organization of American States (OAS) law.”

d. The Representative of Peru referred to the ties of cooperation that united his country’s government and the OAS in fighting corruption. He announced, in that regard, that a national workshop would be held to promote the implementation of the recommendations made by the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC).  The workshop was to be held in Lima, Peru, on February 14 and 15, 2008.

The Permanent Council said farewell to Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade of Belize.
26.
Record of the special meeting of January 23, 2008

CP/ACTA 1625/08
/

· Installation in Panama of the Technical Secretariat for the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016)

The Permanent Council, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Panama, held a special meeting to consider the topic “Draft Resolution:  Installation in Panama of the Technical Secretariat for the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016)” (CP/doc.4254/08).

The Permanent Council meeting was attended by Her Excellency Vivian Fernández de Torrijos, First Lady of the Republic of Panama.

After hearing a presentation on the draft resolution by Mr. Eduardo Acevedo, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Argentina, the Permanent Council decided to adopt it by acclamation.

Resolution CP/RES. 926 (1625/08), “Installation in Panama of the Technical Secretariat for the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016),” provides as follows in its operative paragraphs: 

1.
To install in Panama City, Republic of Panama, the Technical Secretariat to follow up on and coordinate the implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), as well as to plan activities for the achievement of its objectives and specific actions, within and among the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS).
2.
For the purposes defined in the previous paragraph, to adopt document CP/CAJP-2538/07 rev. 3, “Installation in Panama of the Technical Secretariat for the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016),” which is appended to this resolution and which defines the structure, legal nature, and funding of the Technical Secretariat.
3.
To request the Secretary General to take the necessary administrative measures as soon as possible to initiate the operations of said Technical Secretariat, in Panama City, Republic of Panama.
4.
To establish the Specific Fund for Voluntary Contributions for the purpose of supporting the functioning of the Technical Secretariat.  The Specific Fund shall consist of voluntary contributions from the Organization’s member states and permanent observers, as well as from persons or entities, whether public or private, national or international, wishing to finance achievement of the stated objective, in accordance with the OAS Charter and the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat.  The continued functioning of the Technical Secretariat will be subject to the availability of resources at the end of the first two years of its effective functioning.
5.
To express its appreciation to the Government of the Republic of Panama for its decisive and effective support for the Program of Action, in particular through the establishment of the Technical Secretariat in that country.

6.
To request the Secretary General to present to the Permanent Council, at the end of the Technical Secretariat’s first year of effective operations, a report on its operations, its executed budget, and budgets adjusted and evaluated with a view to the future, as well as firm commitments regarding the Technical Secretariat’s functioning in subsequent years.

The Permanent Council also decided to thank Her Excellency Vivian Fernández de Torrijos for her presentation on the subject, and to take note of that presentation and of the comments made by the delegations.

27.
Record of the special meeting of January 23, 2008

CP/ACTA 1626/08
/
· Anti-drug policy of the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

The Permanent Council, at the request of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, held a special meeting to consider the topic “Anti-drug policy of the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela” (CP/INF. 5608/08).

Ambassador Jorge Valero, Vice Minister for North America and Multilateral Affairs and Permanent Representative of Venezuela to the OAS, gave a presentation on the topic.  His address has been published as document CP/INF. 5611/08.

The Council decided to take note of the presentation by Ambassador Jorge Valero on the anti-drug policy of the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and of the comments made by the delegations on the matter.

28.
Record of the special meeting of January 30, 2008

CP/ACTA 1627/08
/

1. Adoption of the order of business
The Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD.1627/08.

2.
Tenth anniversary of the opening for signature of the Ottawa Convention to prohibit antipersonnel mines
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Canada (CP/INF. 5610/08), the Permanent Council celebrated the 10th anniversary of the opening for signature, on December 3, 1997, of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, or Ottawa Convention.

Ambassador Graeme Clark gave a presentation on the subject.  The Council, among other matters, noted that to date 34 member states of the Organization has signed, ratified, or acceded to the Convention.

The Permanent Representative of Colombia then presented a video on the effects of antipersonnel mines on their victims, especially children.  The delegations of Chile, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Uruguay, The Bahamas on behalf of the members of CARICOM, Brazil, Peru, Venezuela, Jamaica, Argentina, El Salvador, Mexico, Bolivia, Costa Rica, and the United States made comments related to the Ottawa Convention.


The Permanent Council decided:

· To congratulate the people and Government of Canada, as well as the states parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, or Ottawa Convention, on the 10th anniversary of its adoption;
· To take note of the comments made at this meeting on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Convention; and
· To request the General Secretariat to publicize this commemoration as widely as possible.

3. Draft resolution “Date and Place of the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VII),” presented by the Permanent Mission of the United States of America 
The Permanent Council considered a note from the Permanent Mission of the United States of America (CP/doc.4256/08 rev. 2), in which it offered to host the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA VII), convened by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2266 (XXXVII-O/07).

After hearing a presentation by Ambassador Robert Manzanares, Interim Representative of the Permanent Mission of the United States, the Council decided to adopt resolution CP/RES. 927 (1627/08), the operative paragraphs of which read:


1.
To acceptt the offer of the Government of the United States to host the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VII).


2.
To set April 28, 29, and 30, 2008 as the dates for the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VII), and the city of Washington as the venue for that Meeting.


3.
To instruct that resources be allocated from subprogram 21C of the 2008 program-budget to finance REMJA-VII and its preparatory meetings.

The Council also decided:

· In response to what had been decided at the meeting of July 12, 2007, to request the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to begin the appropriate preparatory work for REMJA VII; and

· To request the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs to assign the appropriate resources from the 2008 program-budget to finance REMJA VII.

4. Presentation on the regional release of the report of the United Nations Commission on Legal Empowerment of the Poor
Dr. Naresh Singh, Executive Director of the United Nations Commission on Legal Empowerment of the Poor, gave a talk on the work of the United Nations, through his Commission, with international organizations including the OAS (CP/INF. 5613/08).

Dr. Singh called attention to the Draft Regional Declaration for the Legal Empowerment of the Poor, dealing with access to justice, property rights, the right to work, and related topics.

The Executive Director’s presentation has been published as document CP/INF.5616/08.

5. Draft resolution “Place and Date of the Meeting of High-Level National Authorities
on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management”
The Permanent Council, after hearing a presentation by Ambassador Izben Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, in response to draft resolution CP/CSH-944/08, “Place and Date of the Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management,” and to the comments of the delegations of Colombia and Venezuela, adopted resolution CP/RES. 928 (1627/08), the operative paragraphs of which read:

1.
To thank the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for its offer to host the Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management.

2.
To convene the Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management, to be held in Caracas, in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, on March 26 and 27, 2008.

3.
To instruct the General Secretariat to provide the necessary technical and administrative support for preparations for the meeting, in coordination with the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela as the host country.

4.
To instruct the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 

Additionally, the Permanent Council decided to request the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs to assign the appropriate resources from the 2008 program-budget to finance that meeting.
6. Referral of document:  Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal to the General Assembly
The Permanent Council referred to the General Committee for its consideration, and for the purposes of Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal to the General Assembly, covering the Tribunal’s activities in 2007 (CP/doc.4255/08).

7. Adoption of minutes

The following Permanent Council meeting minutes were adopted without amendments:

a. CP/ACTA 1590/07 (regular meeting, April 18, 2007); and

b. CP/ACTA 1592/07 (special meeting, May 2, 2007).

8. Other business
Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, reported to the Permanent Council that his Government had offered to host the next regular session of the OAS Administrative Tribunal, to be held in April 2008.
29.
Summary of the protocolary meeting held on February 8, 2008

CP/ACTA 1628/08
/
The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive His Excellency Fernando Araújo Perdomo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, who made a presentation on the proposal prepared by his government “pursuant to Colombia’s designation as host of the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in Medellín from June 1 to 3, 2008.”

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia referred, inter alia, to the opportunity to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the OAS Charter, signed in Bogotá in 1948, and proposed “Youth and democratic values” as the main theme for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

During the meeting, the Permanent Mission of Colombia showed a video entitled “Medellín – From Fear to Hope and From Hope to Opportunities,” after which the Mayor of Medellín, Mr. Alfonso Salazar Jaramillo, gave a presentation.
30.
Summary of the regular meeting of February 13, 2008
CP/ACTA 1629/08
/
1. Adoption of the order of business 

The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1629/08.

· Welcome to the new permanent representatives of Costa Rica and Peru

The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Jorge Enrique Castillo Barrantes, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, and Ambassador María Zavala Valladares, Permanent Representative of Peru. Both ambassadors presented their credentials on February 5, 2008.

· Expressions of solidarity

The Permanent Council expressed condolences to the people and Government of Bolivia on the tragic floods that left hundreds dead and wounded, as well as severe material damage. 

2. Oral Report of the Electoral Observation Mission for the primary elections held in Paraguay 
The head of the Electoral Observation Mission for the primary elections in Paraguay, Mr. Pablo Gutiérrez, Director of the OAS Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation, made an oral presentation on the aforementioned elections held on December 16, 2007.  The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by the delegation of Paraguay and instructed the General Secretariat to publish and distribute the written report as soon as possible.
3. National Reports on evaluation of progress in drug control (2005-2006) under the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM)

Mr. James Mack, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), presented the national reports on evaluation of progress in drug control (2005-2006) under the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM)

These reports were approved during the CICAD meeting held in Santa Marta, Colombia, in November 2007, and will be submitted to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-eighth regular session.
The Permanent Council decided to take note of the report presented by the Executive Secretary of CICAD, as well as the observations by the delegations.

4. Note from the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on Follow-up to the Declaration of Panama: Energy for Sustainable Development 

The Permanent Council heard the presentation by Ambassador Arístides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, in his capacity as Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on the follow-up to the Declaration of Panama: Energy for Sustainable Development (CP/INF.5621/08).
The Permanent Council decided:

· To thank Ambassador Arístides Royo for concluding the mandate given to the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council/CEPCIDI on the follow-up to the Declaration of Panama: Energy for Sustainable Development. 
· To approve the Draft Concept Agenda for the Inter-American Meeting of National Authorities and Experts on Energy for Sustainable Development in the Americas (GTC/EDES-1/07 rev. 3), to be held at OAS headquarters on March 3, 2008.
· To transmit this decision to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs so that it may allocate the resources necessary for that event. 

5. Technical Meeting to prepare a comprehensive draft document on the process of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General (REMJA) to be submitted for consideration pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2266 (XXXVII-O/07) and the recommendations of REMJA-VI.
At the request of the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic (CP/INF. 5626/08), the Permanent Council heard the presentation by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil on the technical meeting to prepare the comprehensive draft document on the REMJA process. 

In that regard, the Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 929 (1629/08) the operative paragraphs of which read as follows:
1. To convene the Technical Meeting to prepare a comprehensive draft document on the process of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), to be held at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS) on March 14, 2008.

2. To request the General Secretariat to provide the necessary technical and administrative support for the preparatory work for this meeting and to arrange for it to be held within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources for 2008.

It also decided to transmit this decision to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs so that it may allocate the resources necessary for that event.

6. ifth European Union - Latin America and Caribbean Summit, May 16 – 18, 2008

Ambassador María Zavala Valladares, Permanent Representative of Peru, reported to the Permanent Council on the Fifth European Union - Latin American and Caribbean Summit to be held from May 16 – 18, 2008 (CP/INF.5625/08)

She indicated, inter alia, that to date only 42 Heads of State and Government had confirmed their participation. She also stated that the objectives of the Fifth Summit were to consolidate and strengthen political, economic, and trade relations between the countries of these regions.   Finally, she mentioned that among the topics to be considered are:  “Poverty, equity, and exclusion” and “Sustainable development:  Environment, climate change, and energy.”

7. Other business
· The Permanent Mission of Colombia made a video presentation on the March against the FARC, held on February 4, 2008, and thanked the international community for its support for this event.


The Permanent Representative also made reference to the cost of the paper used for document production and distribution and requested the General Secretariat to prepare, for consideration by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, a document establishing a procedure for the electronic production and distribution of documents.

· The Permanent Mission of Mexico recalled that the Second Conference of the States Party to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) would be held on February 20 and 21 in Mexico. 
· The Permanent Mission of Belize referred to the results of the general elections in that country, which had been won by the opposition party.
· The Permanent Mission of Venezuela recalled that the Subcommittee on Partnership for Development Policies would hold a meeting on February 15, 2008, and that due to the lack of a quorum in the recent meetings, the Subcommittee had been unable to make any progress in its work.

31.
Record of the regular meeting on February 20, 2008

CP/ACTA 1630/08
/
1. Adoption of the order of business
The proposed order of business, document CP/OD-1630/08, was adopted.

2. Presentation of the First Lady of Honduras, together with the Assistant Director of the Pan American Health Organization
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Honduras (CP/INF. 5623/08), the Permanent Council received Mrs. Xiomara Castro de Zelaya, the First Lady of Honduras, together with Dr. Cristina Beato, Assistant Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).  They both spoke on the initiative entitled “Coalition of First Ladies and Women Leaders of Latin America on Women and HIV/AIDS.”


Following the presentations of the First Lady of Honduras and the Assistant Director of PAHO and statements by delegations, the Permanent Council decided to:

· Express appreciation for and take note of the initiative on the Coalition of First Ladies and Women Leaders of Latin America on Women and HIV/AIDS, presented by Mrs. Xiomara Castro de Zelaya, the First Lady of Honduras, and Dr. Cristina Beato, Assistant Director of PAHO; and,

· Thank the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) for its efforts to fight this terrible scourge afflicting our Hemisphere, and urge the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) to continue their joint efforts in this area.

3. Recommendations and proposals of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, presented to the Permanent Council on November 28, 2007
At the special meeting of the Permanent Council convened by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2294 (XXXVII-O/07) and held on November 28, 2007, it agreed to:

· Take note of the results and recommendations of the reflection session of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; and

· Refer the results and recommendations to the governments of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), to make any observations deemed pertinent; in this way, the Permanent Council can continue its consideration of the subject, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2294 (XXXVII-O/07).

The Permanent Council, in pursuing its consideration of the recommendations and proposals presented by said Working Group (GT/DADIN/doc.324/08 rev. 1), agreed to reiterate to member states that they should submit any comments deemed pertinent to the General Secretariat, as indicated in the preceding paragraph, by no later than February 27, 2008.

4. Draft Declaration of Medellín: Youth and Democratic Values

Ambassador Camilo Ospina, Permanent Representative of Colombia, presented the draft Declaration of Medellin: Youth and Democratic Values (CP/doc.4259/08) to the members of the Permanent Council for their information and consideration.

On this item, the Council decided to take note of the presentation and set up a working group open to all delegations to study this matter.

5. Support for greater inter-regional cooperation with the African Union

Robert Manzanares, Interim Representation of the United States of America, presented to the Permanent Council for its consideration the topic of “Support for greater inter-regional cooperation with the African Union” (CP/doc.4258/08).

The Council decided to take note of said presentation and refer the draft resolution on support for greater inter-regional cooperation with the African Union, which is appended to the note from the Permanent Mission of the United States of America, to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

6. Commemoration of the Anniversary of the Death of General Augusto C. Sandino
Ambassador Denis Rolando Moncada Colindres, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, presented a statement on the occasion of the commemoration of the death of its national hero, General Augusto Sandino” (CP/INF.5631/08).

The Permanent Council took note of the statement and thanked the Permanent Representative of Nicaragua for his presentation.

7. Approval of the Minutes

The Permanent Council approved the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1597/07 of the regular meeting on May 23, 2007, and
· CP/ACTA 1598/07 of the regular meeting on May 25, 2007.
32.
Summary of the regular meeting of March 7, 2008

CP/ACTA 1631/08
/
1. Adoption of the order of business
The order of business, document CP/OD.1631/08, was adopted.

2. Transmittal of documents
The Permanent Council transmitted the following annual reports to committees for their consideration, for the purposes stipulated in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

a.
General Committee:

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4269/08);

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4270/08).

b.
Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs:

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4260/08);
· Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4267/08).

c.
Committee on Hemispheric Security:

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Defense Board (CP/doc.4271/08)

3. Minutes

The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the special session of the Permanent Council held on June 29, 2007 (CP/ACTA 1601/07).

4. Other business

The Permanent Council bid farewell to Ambassador Antero Florez-Araoz, Permanent Representative of Peru.
33.
Record of the special meeting on March 4 and 5, 2008

CP/ACTA 1632/08
/
1. Order of Business

The order of business, document CP/OD.1632/08, was adopted.

2. Incursion into the territory of Ecuador by the Colombian Armed Forces to confront members of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, FARC

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Ecuador (CP/INF.5640/08), the Permanent Council convened a special meeting to consider the topic “Incursion into the territory of Ecuador by the Colombian Armed Forces to confront members of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, FARC,” in accordance with Article 14 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council and Article 47.b of its Rules of Procedure.

After statements by delegations on the topic under consideration, the Permanent Council agreed to approve resolution CP/RES. 930 (1632/08) “Convocation of a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Establishment of a Commission,” the operative section of which reads as follows:

1. To reaffirm the principle that the territory of a state is inviolable and may not be the object, even temporarily, of military occupation or of other measures of force taken by another State, directly or indirectly, on any grounds whatsoever.
2. To constitute a commission, headed by the Secretary General and composed of four ambassadors designated by him, to visit both countries, traveling to the places that the parties indicate, to submit the corresponding report to the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and to propose formulas for bringing the two nations closer together.
3. To convene, under the provisions of Articles 61, 62, and 63 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, to be held on Monday, March 17, 2008, at OAS headquarters, to examine the facts and make pertinent recommendations.
3. Call by Colombia for states to fulfill their commitments in the fight against terrorism
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Colombia, the Permanent Council considered the topic:  “Call by Colombia for states to fulfill their commitments in the fight against terrorism.”

The Permanent Representative of Colombia expressed thanks for including the item on the order of business.
34.
Record of the special meeting on March 4, 2008

CP/ACTA 1633/08
/

The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive His Excellency David Choquehuanca Céspedes, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia.  The address given by the Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS), José Miguel Insulza, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia are recorded in the minutes of that meeting.
35.
Record of the regular meeting of March 12, 2008

CP/ACTA 1634/08
/
1. Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1634/08.

2. Oral report on the OAS Mission to Haiti from February 14 to 17, 2008


The Permanent Council took note of the information presented by Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States, on the activities of the OAS Mission that visited Haiti from February 14 to 17, 2008.


The Mission consisted of the Permanent Representatives of Argentina, The Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Mexico, the United States, and Uruguay and by the Permanent Representative of Haiti.


The Permanent Council thanked the Assistant Secretary General for the report and for his leadership during the mission, and agreed that it would continue monitoring the evolution of democracy in Haiti.

3. Draft resolution: “Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies”

At the request of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the Permanent Council adopted resolutions CP/RES. 931 (1634/08), “Convocation of the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies.” the operative paragraphs of which read as follows: 

1. To convene the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies, to be held in Caracas, Venezuela, on April 4, 2008, for the purpose of exchanging experiences and best practices in the countries of the Hemisphere on, among other things, voter identification systems, voter registration procedures, and automated election systems.

2. To thank the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for its offer to host the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies.

3. To instruct that the conclusions of the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies be submitted to the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Authorities.

4. To instruct that resources be allocated from the program-budget for 2008 to finance the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies.

4. Twenty-fifth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs

In accordance with Article 63 of the OAS Charter, the Permanent Council considered the Draft Agenda (CP/doc.4275/08) and the Draft Rules of Procedure (CP/doc.4276/08) for the Twenty-fifth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.

It decided to adopt those drafts as presented by the General Secretariat and to submit them to the Meeting of Consultation for consideration.

Likewise, it also established the order of precedence of the delegations, as set out in the Draft Rules of Procedure of said meeting.  In the case of the member states, the delegation of Guyana was selected as the first country in the order of precedence; in the case of the permanent observers, it was the Czech Republic.

5. Draft resolution: “Convocation of the Thirty-fifth Special Session of the General Assembly”
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica (CP/doc.4266/08), the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 932 (1634/08), in which it decided to convene the thirty-fifth special session of the General Assembly, to be held in Washington, D.C., on March 26, 2008, for the purpose of deciding on the establishment of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and the Secretariat for External Relations.

6. Special meetings of the Permanent Council
The Permanent Council considered and adopted the following draft agendas for meetings that should be held in pursuant to decisions by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session:

· Preliminary draft agenda, “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and Promotion of Democracy,” AG/RES. 2351 (XXXVII-O/07), (CP/CISC-355/08 rev. 3)
· Proposed program, “Civil Society and Strengthening of a Democratic Culture,” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), (CP/CG-1716/08 rev. 1)

7. Election of one member of the Board of External Auditors 

In light of operative paragraph 4 of resolution CP/RES. 124 (164/75) and in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Board of External Auditors, the Permanent Council elected a member of the Board of External Auditors to serve the remainder of the term of Howard Krongard, who has submitted his resignation.  In doing so, it took into account the proposal made by the Permanent Mission of the United States (CP/doc.4265/08).

Accordingly, Mr. Bradford Higgins of the United States was elected by acclamation as a member of the Board of External Auditors, pursuant to operative paragraph 4 of resolution CP/RES. 124 (164/75).

36.
Record of the special meeting on March 13, 2008

CP/ACTA 1635/08
/

The Permanent Council, in accordance with General Assembly Resolution AG/RES. 2351 (XXXVII-O/07), convened a “special meeting to discuss best practices among member states that serve to strengthen participation of civil society organizations, including nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), in the areas of human rights and democracy promotion, as well as best practices regarding the participation of civil society organizations in activities of the Organization of American States relating to human rights and democracy promotion.”

During the meeting, due note was taken of the opening words of Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas to the Organization of American States (OAS) and Chairman of the Permanent Council, and the statement of Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the Organization of American States (OAS) and Chair of the Committee on Summits Management and Participation of Civil Society in OAS Activities (CISC).


The Permanent Council also heard an introductory statement on the subject by Dr. Diego García Sayán, a Judge of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.


Finally, note was taken of presentations by the following representatives of civil society in the course of the meeting: Diana Vega Castro from “Grupo Social (CESAP)”; Elvia Dokay of “Afroamerica”; and, Nicolás Airnández of “Corporación Ocasa.”


The Council’s meeting concluded with a statement by José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS).
37.
Record of the special meeting held on March 14, 2008

CP/ACTA 1636/08
/
In accordance with the General Assembly mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy.  Follow-Up on the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” the Permanent Council convened a special meeting with civil society organizations, under the “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, to examine the contributions of those organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Democratic Charter.”

The statements presented by Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas to the OAS and Chair of the Permanent Council; Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS; and Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) appear in the minutes for this meeting.

The Permanent Council, after listening to Pablo Zúñiga, the representative of the General Secretariat, introduce the subject, heard statements from the following representatives of civil society organizations:

· Eliana Bigai from the Asociación de Mujeres de Venezuela [Venezuelan Women’s Association], who spoke on human rights and democracy;
· Miriam Núñez, from the Unión de Jóvenes Profesionales y Empresarios del Paraguay [Union of Young Professionals and Businessmen of Paraguay];

· Terry Miller, civil society representative, who spoke on a strategy for good governance and transparency.

The Council agreed to take note of the comments and recommendations made by delegations and panelists during the meeting.

38.
Record of the private meeting held on March 15, 2008


The Permanent Council held a private meeting in preparation for the Twenty-Fifth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.

39.
Record of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the 

Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development

held on March 26, 2008

CP/ACTA 1638/08
/

In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2308 (XXXVII-O/07), the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) convened a joint meeting, with the “participation of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and other relevant agencies, in order to put forward different perspectives and points of view regarding the links between poverty and the health status of communities in the Hemisphere, as well as possible and existing ways of improving those conditions.”

The joint meeting began with welcoming statements pronounced by Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas and Chair of the Permanent Council; Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador and Chairman of CEPCIDI; Mr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS, and Mr. José Romero Teruel, Assistant Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).

The Permanent Council agreed to express thanks and take note of the comments by delegations on the subject.

40.
Summary of the protocolary meeting in honor of

His Excellency Jacques Edouard Alexis, Prime Minister of Haiti,
on March 28, 2008

CP/ACTA 1639/08

The Permanent Council held a protocolary meeting to receive His Excellency Jacques Edouard Alexis, Prime Minister of the Republic of Haiti.

The statements pronounced by Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas and Chair of the Permanent Council; Mr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS; and His Excellency Jacques Edouard Alexis, Prime Minister of the Republic of Haiti; appear in the minutes for this meeting.

41.
Summary of the regular meeting of April 1, 2008

CP/ACTA 1640/08
/

1. Order of Business

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1640/08.

· Presentation of the gavel

The Permanent Council presented the customary gavel to Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas, in recognition for his outstanding leadership as Chair of the Permanent Council during the term of January to March 2008.

· Welcome

The Permanent Council extended a cordial welcome to Ambassador Héctor Morales Jr., Permanent Representative of the United States of America, who presented his credentials on March 14, 2008.

It also warmly welcomed Ambassador Anthony Smith Johnson, Permanent Representative of Jamaica, who presented his credentials on March 20, 2008.

2. First Meeting of High National Authorities in the area of Disaster Reduction and Risk Management

At the request of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (CP/doc.4279/08), the Permanent Council agreed to postpone the First Meeting of High National Authorities in the area of Disaster Reduction and Risk Management to June 25 and 26, 2008.

Consequently, the Secretariat of the Permanent Council was asked to publish a revised version of resolution CP/RES. 928 (1627/08), to reflect the change.

3. Agreement on the time of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI

With regard to the Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-Up to the Declaration of Margarita,” convened by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2307 (XXXVII-O/07), for Wednesday, April 2, 2008, it was decided that it should begin at 9:30 a.m.

4. Referral of documents
It was decided that the following resolutions approved by the Inter-American Juridical Committee will be transmitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs:

· CJI/RES. 139 (LXXII-O/08), The Legal Situation of Migrant Workers and their Families under International Law (CP/doc.4283/08).
· CJI/RES. 140 (LXXII-O/08), Promotion of the International Criminal Court (CP/doc.4284/08).

5. Other business

In bidding farewell to Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, who was appointed by his government to lead his country’s Embassy in the United States of America, the Permanent Council paid tribute to the valuable cooperation he had provided at the head of his Permanent Mission.

42.
Record of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI, on April 2, 2008

CP/ACTA 1641/08
/

The Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) held a joint meeting, as instructed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2307 (XXXVII-O/07) “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion:  Follow-Up to the Declaration of Margarita.”


The following representatives of international organizations attended the meeting:  Inés Bustillos, Director of the Washington Office of the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC); Luis Felipe López-Calva, Chief Economist of the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP); Amanda Glassman, Principal Specialist on Health and Social Welfare of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB); and, Sofialeticia Morales, Principal Advisor for Millennium Development Goals and Health Objectives of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).


After statements by delegations on the subject, the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development agreed as follows: 

· The presentations of guest speakers from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), in addition to statements of member states, would be included in the report of the joint meeting to be prepared by the Secretariat.  Delegations agreed to submit the final text of their statements to the Secretariat of CEPCIDI for this purpose;
· The OAS, through CEPCIDI, would find a way to pursue cooperation with ECLAC, UNDP, IDB, and PAHO, to follow up on the Millennium Development Goals.

· The information generated at the joint meeting would be used as an input of the 13th regular meeting of CIDI, to report on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2307 (XXXVII-O/07), “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion:  Follow-Up to the Declaration of Margarita,” at the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.


The following publications were distributed during the meeting:

· Millennium Development Goals.  The Latin American and Caribbean Perspective (United Nations)
· Millennium Development Goals.  2006 Report:  A Look at Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women in Latin America and the Caribbean (United Nations).


These publications were deposited in the Columbus Memorial Library of the Organization of American States.

43.
Record of the special meeting held on April 9, 2008

CP/ACTA 1642/08
/
The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive Her Excellency Paula Gopee-Scoon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Minister Gopee-Scoon referred to the preparations for the Fifth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, in April 2009, and presented the conceptual framework for the event.


In that connection, the Minister reported that the Port-of-Spain Summit would focus on developing feasible solutions to the challenges facing the Hemisphere and delivering tangible and measurable outcomes for all citizens.  The emphasis would be on building people’s abilities to improve their lives and circumstances.


The theme of the Summit, “Securing Our Citizens' Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability,” focused on reducing critical vulnerabilities and improving the well-being and safety of the peoples of the Americas through an integrated and mutually-reinforcing set of social, economic, and environmental policies.  The Summit would address a collective regional agenda for achieving accelerated human development and poverty reduction, social and cultural inclusion, and a transition to greater energy security and more sustainable communities.

After Minister Gopee-Scoon’s statement, the Secretary General of the Organization took the floor to refer to the theme defined for the Summit and to recognize the work being done by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago to ensure the success of the event.

Also taking the floor were the Coordinators of ALADI, CARICOM, and SICA, as well as the Permanent Representatives of Canada and the United States.  The remarks made by Minister Gopee-Scoon; Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General; Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay and Coordinator of ALADI; Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada; Ambassador Corneluis Smith, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas and Coordinator of CARICOM; Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador and Coordinator of SICA; and Ambassador Héctor Morales, Permanent Representative of the United States are contained in the minutes of the meeting.

44.
Record of the protocolary meeting on April 14, 2008,
in commemoration of Americas Day

CP/ACTA 1643/08


The Permanent Council held a protocolary meeting to commemorate the Day of the Americas.  Addresses by Ambassador Michael I. King, Permanent Representative of Barbados and Chairman of the Permanent Council, and by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States, as well as the statements made by Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Cornelius Smith, Permanent Representative of Bahamas, Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, and Ambassador Héctor Morales, Permanent Representative of the United States, appear in the minutes of that meeting.

45.
Record of the special meeting held on April 14, 2008

CP/ACTA 1644/08
/
1. Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1644/08.

2. Remarks by His Excellency Dr. Dimitrij Rupel, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia

Minister Rupel discussed before the Permanent Council the objectives of his government, in its capacity as President of the Council of Europe, in connection with the activities being implemented and those planned with Latin American and Caribbean countries.

Minister Rupel especially emphasized the European Union-United States Summit to be held in June 2008, and the summit with the Latin American and Caribbean countries, to be held in May 2008, in Lima, Peru, to strengthen strategic alliances between the two regions aimed at, inter alia, more extensive cooperation in fighting poverty, inequality, and exclusion, and the effects of climate change.

The Permanent Council thanked the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia for his visit and decided to take note of his statement, as well as those of the Permanent Representatives of Jamaica, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and Venezuela.  The Permanent Council encouraged all member states to participate in the Summit to be held in Lima, in May 2008.

3. Report by Honduras on its efforts to promote due protection of human rights in the framework of the international agreements

The Permanent Council heard a report given by Ambassador Carlos Sosa Coello, Permanent Representative of Honduras, on the due protection of human rights in his country in the framework of the international agreements in this area. 

After hearing the comments of the Representative of the United States on the report, the Council took note thereof and thanked Ambassador Sosa Coello for his presentation.

4. Approval of the list of guests to the General Assembly (Articles 9.c and 9.d of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4292/08 rev. 1)
The Chair reported that, in accordance with Article 9 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the list was being presented of the inter-American specialized governmental entities and organizations with ties to the United Nations which, with the authorization of the Permanent Council, could send observers to the General Assembly.


Regarding Article 10 on special guests, the President reported that these would be considered at the end of period of 30 days in advance of the opening of the General Assembly stipulated for presentation of requests.


The list contained in document CP/doc.4292/08 rev. 1 was approved with the inclusion of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), at the request of Panama; the Puebla-Panama Plan, at the request of the delegations of El Salvador and Mexico; and the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO), at the request of the delegation of Brazil.

5. Convocation of the Ninth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA)

The Interim Representative of Mexico, Luis Javier Campuzano, in his capacity as Secretary pro tempore of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, presented a request to change the date established by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/08) for the holding of the Ninth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, owing to the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), scheduled to be held on the same date – April 39 and 30, 2008, at OAS headquarters.

The Permanent Council considered the request presented by the Secretary pro tempore of the CIFTA and convened the Ninth Meeting of its Consultative Committee for May 9, 2009, at the headquarters of the Organization, in Washington, D.C.

6. Appointment of a member of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund

The Chair noted that, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 2 and 3 of the Regulations of the Leo S. Rowe Fund, it was necessary to elect one member of its Committee to serve for a four-year term, to replace the delegation of Guatemala, whose term had expired in December 2007.

The Permanent Representative of El Salvador, on behalf of the SICA countries, presented the candidacy of the delegation of Panama for membership of the Committee of the Rowe Fund, and requested that it be appointed by acclamation.


The Permanent Council appointed by acclamation the delegation of Panama for membership of the Committee of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund, for a four-year term.

7. Request of Iceland to be granted permanent observer status (CP/doc.4291/08)

The Permanent Council received the request presented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iceland for her country to be granted the status of permanent observer.

The Permanent Council forwarded the request to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84), which provides “That any independent state may request the status of Permanent Observer” to the Organization of American States, and that “Unless the Permanent Council decides otherwise, the request shall be referred to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, for it to study it and report to the Council.”

8. Draft resolution “First Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas” (CP/doc.4294/08 rev.1) 

The Permanent Council considered the draft resolution which, inter alia, proposes convocation of a first meeting of ministers of the Americas responsible for public security, to be held on October 7 and 8, 2008, in Mexico.

After the debate on different elements of the draft resolution, in which the delegations of Mexico, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Honduras took part, the Permanent Council deemed it approved. 

9. Adoption of the minutes of the special meeting of the Permanent Council held on March 4 and 5, 2008
The Permanent Council adopted the minutes of the special meeting held on March 4 and 5, 2008 (CP/ACTA 1632/08).
46.
Record of the special meeting on April 23, 2008

CP/ACTA 1645/08
/

POLITICAL SITUATION IN BOLIVIA

At the request of OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza, the Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive a verbal report on the political situation in Bolivia.  It also heard a report presented by Dante Caputo, Secretary of Political Affairs of the OAS.

Among other matters, the reports referred to both the Bolivian Constitution “and the objections by the opposition and various social sectors to the procedures followed for constitutional approval, as well as to the statutes for autonomy, which are contested by other political sectors and the government on the basis of their legality.”  The General Secretariat indicated that “conditions are conducive to negotiation,” and that Argentina, Brazil, and Colombia were assisting the OAS “with a very active presence in situ.”

In the course of the meeting, the delegations of Bolivia, Argentina, Ecuador, Uruguay, Venezuela, Honduras, Brazil, United States, Peru, Panama, Chile, Mexico, Nicaragua, Colombia, and The Bahamas, on behalf of the CARICOM countries, referred to the issue and supported dialogue between the parties in Bolivia.

Finally, the Council agreed to take note of the presentations by the Secretariat and the observations by OAS member states.

47.
Record of the special meeting on April 26, 2008

CP/ACTA 1646/08
/

POLITICAL SITUATION IN BOLIVIA

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Bolivia, the Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive His Excellency David Choquehuanca, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Bolivia.

On that occasion, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Bolivia referred to the current political situation in Bolivia, and emphasized that “dialogue was the only way to arrive at a balance between the parties.”  He further indicated that his government, through its President, had been proposing dialogue, and “would be open to dialogue at any time, today, before May 4, on May 4, and after May 4.”

At the end of his statement, the Foreign Minister of Bolivia indicated that “this democratic forum, in the context of its responsibilities emanating from the Inter-American Democratic Charter and with the wisdom of all of its members, urges that democratic institutionality and respect for the law be maintained.”

During the meeting, the delegations of Brazil, Argentina, Colombia, Uruguay, Nicaragua, Chile, Honduras, Venezuela, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Canada, Ecuador, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Bahamas (on behalf of the CARICOM countries), Guatemala, Dominican Republic, and the United States took the floor.

In conclusion, the Permanent Council agreed as follows:

· To take note of the presentation by His Excellency, David Choquehuanca, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Bolivia;
· To urge political sectors and interested parties to establish a dialogue to achieve a peaceful, democratic solution to the political situation in Bolivia;
· To instruct the Secretary General to continue following developments in the political situation in Bolivia, and to report to this Permanent Council prior to May 4, 2008; and
· To request the Secretariat of the Permanent Council to publish the presentation made at this meeting by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Bolivia.

The statement made by the Bolivian Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship is published as document CP/INF.5685/08.

48.
Record of the regular meeting on April 29, 2008

CP/ACTA 1647/08
/
1. Approval of the draft order of business
The Council approved the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1647/08.

2. Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM) 

Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, the Assistant Secretary General, presented the report of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM) (CP/doc.4290/08), for the consideration of the Permanent Council.

After comments by delegations on this report, the Permanent Council agreed as follows:

· To take note of the report of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund ( (FONDEM) presented by the Assistant Secretary General, as well as of the comments made by delegations; 
· To urge OAS member states to contribute voluntary funds to FONDEM; and

· To exhort OAS member states that have not yet done so to ratify or adhere to the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance, as appropriate.

3. Presentation by Felipe Michellini, Deputy Minister of Education and Culture of Uruguay, on “Migration:  Challenges of Globalization”

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Uruguay (CP/INF.5678/08), the Permanent Council welcomed Felipe Michellini, Deputy Minister of Education and Culture of Uruguay, who presented a statement on the subject of “Migration: Challenges of Globalization.”

After listening to the presentation and comments made by delegations, the Council agreed as follows:

· To thank the Deputy Minister of Education and Culture of Uruguay for his presentation, and take note of it and the comments made by delegations; and
· To forward the presentation to the Special Committee on Migration, as a reference document.

4. Draft resolutions presented by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

The Council agreed to approve the following resolutions and to submit them to the thirty-eighth regular meeting of the General Assembly: 

· Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CP/CSH-977/08 rev. 1) 
· Support for anti-personnel mine action in Ecuador and Peru (CP/CSH-980/08 rev. 2)

5. Second Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies

The Permanent Council considered the offer by the Permanent Mission of Chile (CP/doc.4299/08) to host the Second Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies.

On this topic, it decided as follows:

· To accept the offer by the Chilean Government to host the Second Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies, to be held in Valdivia, Chile, August 27 to 29, 2008; and
· To forward this decision to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, to allocate the pertinent resources for this event.

6. Other business
· The Permanent Mission of Paraguay reported on the results of the recent elections held in that country.
· The Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic referred to the Conference of the Inter-American Committee on Ports held in the Dominican Republic, April 7 to 10, 2008.
· The Permanent Mission of Venezuela requested the Chairman of the Permanent Council to convene a joint meeting with CEPCIDI to elect the chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas. 
· The Permanent Mission of Haiti reported on the appointment of Ericq Pierre as Prime Minister-designate by His Excellency, President René Préval of Haiti.
49.
Record of the special meeting on May 2 and 3, 2008

CP/ACTA 1648/08
/

The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive reports on the results of the dialogue process in Bolivia and an updating of the situation (CP/OD-1648/08).

After hearing the presentation by the OAS Secretary General and Ambassador Dante Caputo, the special envoy of the Secretary General, on recent developments and the political situation in Bolivia, and a statement by his Excellency, David Choquehuanca, Minister of  Foreign Affairs of Bolivia, the Permanent Council approved by acclamation Resolution CP/RES. 935 (1648/08).  Its operative paragraphs read as follows:

1. To express their solidarity and support for the people and Constitutional Government of Bolivia, headed by President Evo Morales Ayma, and for institutional democracy and the authorities elected by the Bolivian people.

2. To welcome with satisfaction the manifestations of respect for the constitutional order and the territorial integrity of Bolivia, and reject any attempt to violate them.

3. To urge all political, social, and regional stakeholders in Bolivia who have expressed their interest and willingness to participate in dialogue and cooperation to act on these intentions as soon as possible.

4. To make an urgent appeal to all stakeholders to ensure that their actions abide by the rule of law, ruling out any action that could lead to a disruption of peace or the constitutional order, or affect the peaceful co-existence of the Bolivian people.  

5. To urge all political stakeholders in Bolivia to work together in full respect for the democratic process to resolve their political differences by peaceful means.
6. To reiterate the readiness of the Organization of American States, with utmost respect for the principle of nonintervention, to lend such support and assistance as the Government of Bolivia may request to facilitate the dialogue process and strengthen its democracy.
7. To instruct the OAS Secretary General to continue his good offices in promoting dialogue and consensus-building in Bolivia.
50. Record of the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI held on May 9, 2008

CP/ACTA 1649/08
/
1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The draft order of business, document CP/OD-1649/08 for the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) was adopted.
2. Report of the Joint Working  Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 
Ambassador Denis G. Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada, in his capacity as Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI, presented a report on progress in the negotiations of the draft Social Charter of the Americas.

It was decided to adopt the report, published as document CP/doc. 4313/08, and to take note of the delegations’ comments thereon.

3. Election of the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 
Mr. Edmund Atkins, Alternate Representative of the United States, Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the draft Social Charter of the Americas.
51.
Record of the regular meeting held on May 9, 2008

CP/ACTA 1650/08
/

1. Adoption of order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1650/08. 

Welcome to the new Permanent Representative of Guatemala

The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee Arenales, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, who had presented his credentials on April 23, 2008.

2. Verbal report by the Secretary General on completion of the “Santa Rosa Community Resettlement Project” (Belize/Guatemala)

Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General, presented the completion of the “Santa Rosa Community Resettlement Project” (Belize/Guatemala)

In that connection, the Permanent Council decided to take note of the report on said project given by the Secretary General, as well as the observations made by delegations; to thank the Group of Friends (Mexico, Spain, Turkey, and United States) for its contribution to the Santa Rosa Community Resettlement Project; and to provide support to the Secretary General for the completion of the final stage of the Nueva Santa Rosa in Poptun project.

3. Presentation of the annual report by the Chair of the Board of External Auditors

The Permanent Council considered the annual report of the Board of External Auditors, presented by Mr. Bradford Higgins, Chair of the Board (CP/doc.4309/08), and the audit of accounts and financial statements for the years ended December 31, 2007 and 2006 (CP/doc.4310/08).

After hearing the observations of the delegations, the Council decided to forward said report to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters for its consideration.

4. Verbal report on the visit to Canada by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), reported to the Permanent Council on the visit to Canada made on April 21 and 22, 2008.  The delegation was composed of the Chair of the CAJP, who headed the delegation, Commissioner Clare Roberts, member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and Rapporteur for Canada, and Dr. Santiago Cantón, IACHR Executive Secretary.

The purpose of the visit was to establish a dialogue with authorities of Canada on the possibility of that country considering its accession to the American Convention on Human Rights.  The Council decided to take note of the information provided by the Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic.

5. Report on the results of the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies, held in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
At the request of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (CP/INF. 5687/08), the Permanent Council considered and duly noted the report presented by Ambassador Nelson Pineda Prada, Alternate Representative of Venezuela to the OAS, on the results of the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies, held on April 4, 2008.

6. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the request of the Government of Iceland to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States (CP/CAJP-2618/08)

The Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 936 (1650/08), in whose operative paragraphs in the Permanent Council resolved:

1. To grant Iceland the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States, pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71) and resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84) of this Council.

2. To invite the Government of Iceland to accredit a permanent observer to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, in keeping with operative paragraph 7 of resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84).

3. To request the Secretary General to advise the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, including the inter-American specialized organizations, of this decision, once the Government of Iceland has been apprised thereof.

7. Presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters on the model paragraph for resolutions with budgetary implications

The Permanent Council decided to approve for all resolutions with budgetary implications the following text:

“To request the (organ – CP or Secretariat) to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.”
It also decided to include the following text in the draft resolution on the program-budget of the Organization for 2009:

“To instruct the Secretary General, in his efforts to raise external resources, to promote support for the implementation of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.”

8. Presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

After hearing the presentation given by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Permanent Council decided to approve the following draft resolutions and to present them to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-ninth regular session:

a. 60TH Anniversary of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man (CP/CAJP-2594/08 rev. 1)

b. Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity” (CP/CAJP-2624/08)

c. Protocol of San Salvador:  Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties (CP/CAJP-2603/08 rev. 1)

9. Presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security 

After hearing the presentation given by Ambassador Izben Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the Permanent Council decided to adopt the following draft resolutions and to present them to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-ninth regular session: 

a. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security (CP/CSH-974/08 rev. 3)

b. Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) (CP/CSH-991/08 rev. 2)

c. Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CP/CSH-984/08 rev. 4)

d. Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education (CP/CSH-985/08 rev. 3)

10. Presentation by the Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues on the draft resolution “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas” 

After hearing the presentation given by Ambassador María de Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay and Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues, the Permanent Council decided to approve and forward to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-ninth regular session, the draft resolution “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas” (CE/AM-25/08 rev. 3). 

11. Transmittal of documents

The Permanent Council decided to forward to the General Committee for its consideration the note from the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (CP/doc.4312/08) regarding the convocation of the Second Conference of States Parties of the Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belem do Pará”

12. Report of the General Secretariat on Invitations to the Thirty-eighth Regular Session of the General Assembly that Require Authorization from the Permanent Council (Requests for participation by civil society)

It was decided to request the Secretary General, in accordance with the provisions of Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to extend invitations to the civil societies identified in document CP/doc. 4292/08 add. 1, except for the organizations not registered with the OAS that have yet to submit information pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), which are listed in Section III of said report.

52.
Record of the regular meeting of May 16, 2008

CP/ACTA 1651/08
/
1. Adoption of the order of business 

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1651/08. 

2. Inter-American Council for Integral Development

Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador and Chair of the Thirteenth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development presented the following reports for consideration by the Permanent Council:

· Report of the Thirteenth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

· Annual Report of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) (CP/doc.4315/08)

· Draft resolutions approved during the Thirteenth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), which will be presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session (CP/doc.4315/08 add. 1)

The Permanent Council agreed to take note of the above-mentioned reports and to submit to the General Assembly, at its thirty-eighth regular session, for its consideration, the draft resolutions attached to said Report.
It also agreed to submit to the Preparatory Committee, for its consideration, the proposed amendments to the draft agenda for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.
3. Presentation by the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 
· Draft resolution: Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region” (GTC/CASA/doc.65/08)

After listening to the presentation by the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, Mr. Edmund Atkins, Alternate Representative of the United States, the Permanent Council agreed to approve the aforementioned draft resolution and to submit it for consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
4. Presentation by the Chair of the General Committee of the following draft resolutions
The Permanent Council decided to approve and submit for consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session the draft resolutions entitled:

a. CITEL and the Integration of the Peoples of America into the Global Information Society (CP/CG-1725/08 rev. 3)
b. Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere (CP/CG-1730/08 rev. 1)
c. “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (MESECVI) (CP/CG-1731 rev. 2)

d. Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative (CP/CG-1735/08 rev. 2)
e. Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force (CP/CG-1736/08 rev. 2)
f. Support for the Inter-American Commission of Women (CP/doc.4304/08 rev. 1)
5. Presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the following draft resolutions
The Permanent Council decided to approve and submit for consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session the draft resolutions entitled:

a. Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) (CP/CSH-975/08 rev. 4)
b. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/CSH-1007/08 rev. 1)
c. Implementation of the Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation (CP/CSH-997/08 rev. 2)
d. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CP/CSH-1003/08 rev.  2)
e. Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs Involved in Criminal Activities (CP/CSH-990/08 rev. 4)
f. Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CP/CSH-1009/08 rev.1) 

6. Presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the following draft resolutions
The Permanent Council decided to approve and submit for consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session the draft resolutions entitled:

a. Promotion of the International Criminal Court (CP/CAJP-2611/08 rev. 3)
b. Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for Its Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP)” (CP/CAJP-2620/08) rev. 3)
c. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CP/CAJP-2619/08 rev. 2)

d. Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance (CP/CAJP-2625/08)
e. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

f. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) (CP/CAJP-2588/08 rev. 2)

g. Future of the Inter-American Indian Institute (CP/CAJP-2621/08 rev. 1)

7. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
Dr. Paul Byam, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago, presented for consideration by the Permanent Council the Report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, which contains the Committee’s recommendations regarding requests by civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities, pursuant to Article 6 of the Guidelines. [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)] (CP/CISC-365/08).

For its part, the Permanent Council decided to approve the participation of the seven organizations referred to in the aforementioned report regarding which the Committee had reached a consensus and requested that Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities to continue reviewing those organizations concerning which a consensus had not yet been reached.

8. Report of the General Secretariat on invitations to the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly that require authorization by the Permanent Council
The Permanent Council agreed to the participation of the civil society organizations listed in document CP/doc.4292/08 add 1.1 in the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, in accordance with Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly. 

Consideration of the “List of Workers’ Representatives” (CP/doc.4292/08 add. 2) was postponed for consideration by the next Permanent Council.
53.
Record of the regular meeting of May 21, 2008

CP/ACTA 1652/08
/

1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1652/08. 

Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago

The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Glenda Morean Phillip, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, who had presented her credentials on April 30, 2008.

Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador La Celia Prince, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, who had presented her credentials on April 21, 2008.

2. Verbal report by the Secretary General on efforts to implement a mechanism to observe the fulfillment of resolution RC.25/RES.1/08 rev.1, adopted at the Twenty-fifth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs

As decided by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs at their Twenty-fifth Meeting of Consultation, OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza reported to the Permanent Council on the visit made by the OAS mission to Ecuador and Colombia.  In that regard, the Secretary General reported on the following objectives:

· To use his good offices to restore an atmosphere of trust between the two parties and to implement a mechanism to observe the fulfillment of the commitments made in the resolution of the Twenty-fifth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs;

· To propose, promote, and coordinate with the states involved the establishment of specific confidence-building measures;

· To verify the fulfillment of the commitments made by the states involved, both in the framework of resolution RC.25/RES. 1/08 rev. 1 of the Twenty-fifth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs and those arising from the confidence-building measures that the parties undertake to implement; and

· To participate in verification of incidents occurring in the border area.

In addition, the Secretary General reported on the first visit made in the week of April 7, to high-level civilian and military authorities of the Governments of Colombia and Ecuador, and on the second visit made on April 17 and 18 to Bogotá and Quito, during which the Secretary General met with the Presidents of the two countries.

3. Verbal report of the General Secretariat on the mission to Bolivia

Mr. Dante Caputo, OAS Secretary for Political Affairs, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 935, reported on developments in the situation in Bolivia.  He referred to the intent of the government and some prefects to maintain dialogue with a view to achieving a solution acceptable to both parties in this matter.  He also commented, inter alia, on the recall referendum for the President and prefects.

For his part, the Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros, after expressing appreciation for the report given by the General Secretariat’s representative, made additional observations on the matter.

4. Report of the OAS electoral observation mission in the Republic of Paraguay
The head of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in the Republic of Paraguay, Ms. María Ema Mejía, gave a verbal report on the electoral observation mission made on April 20, 2008, the date of the elections of the President and Vice President of the Republic, 45 Senators, 80 Deputies, 18 MERCOSUR parliamentarians, and 17 governor members of departmental governments.  The Council decided to take note of the report, and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of Paraguay and by the delegations.

5. Report of the OAS electoral observation mission in the Dominican Republic
The head of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in the Dominican Republic, Dr. José Octavio Bordón, gave a verbal report on the electoral observation mission made on May 16, 2008, the date of the election of the constitutional President who will govern the country for the next four years.  The Council decided to take note of the report, and of the comments made by the Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic and by the delegations.

6. Verbal report of the Chair of the General Committee
The Permanent Council approved and forwarded to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-eighth regular session the following resolutions:

i. Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States (CP/CG-1743/08 rev. 3)

ii. Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/CG-1749/08 rev. 2)

iii. Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices (CP/CG-1750/08 rev. 2)

iv. Establishment of the “Legal Assistance Fund of the Inter-American Human Rights System” (CP/doc.4311/08 rev. 2)

v. Support for the Strengthening of Political Stability and for Socioeconomic Development in Haiti (CP/CG-1747/08 rev. 1)

vi. Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (CP/CG-1733/08 rev. 2)

vii. Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions in the Organization of American States (CP/CG-1746/08 rev. 2)

viii. Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere (CP/CG-1742/08 rev. 2)

ix. Human Rights and Climate Change in the Americas (CP/CG-1744/08 rev. 4) 
It also decided to recommend to the General Assembly that it forward to the General Committee for its consideration the following resolution:

x. Prevention and Eradication of Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation, Trafficking, and Smuggling of Minors (CP/CG-1737/08 rev. 3)

7. Report of the Chair on the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

The Permanent Council endorsed the report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CP/CISC-367/08 rev. 1) and decided to approve the following draft resolutions:

i. Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process (CP/CISC-360/08 rev. 2)

ii. Follow-up to the Declaration of Recife (CP/CISC-361/08 rev. 2)

iii. Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process (CP/CISC-363/08 rev. 2)

8. Committee on Hemispheric Security
The Permanent Council endorsed the report on the activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CP/CSH-1015/08), and approved the following resolutions:

i. Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CP/CSH-1002/08 rev. 3)

ii. Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean (CP/CSH-1006/08 rev. 4) 

iii. Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas (CP/CSH-1001/08 rev. 4) 

iv. The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone (CP/CSH-973/08 rev. 8 corr. 1

v. Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board (CP/CSH-999/08 rev. 5) 

It also decided to recommend to the General Assembly that it forward to the General Committee for its consideration the following resolution:

vi. Preventing Crime and Violence in the Americas (CP/CSH-998/08 rev. 5)

9. Presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
The Permanent Council endorsed the activity report presented by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and decided to approve and present to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-eighth regular session the following resolutions:

i. Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CP/CAJP-2623/08 rev. 3)

ii. Protection of Asylum-seekers and Refugees in the Americas (CP/CAJP-2602/08 rev. 3)

iii. Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment (CP/CAJP-2586/08 rev. 3)

iv. Education on Human Rights in Formal Education in the Americas (CP/CAJP-2631/08 rev. 2)

v. Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law (CP/CAJP-2600/08 rev. 3)

vi. Right to the Truth (CP/CAJP-2601/08 rev. 3)
vii. Strengthening of Human Rights Systems Pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas (CP/CAJP-2635/08 rev. 5)

viii. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2630/08 rev. 2)
ix. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2636/08 rev. 1)

x. Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption (CP/CAJP-2590/08 rev. 2)

xi. Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of the Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen) (CP/CAJP-2598/08 rev.3)

xii. Human Rights Defenders: Support for the Work of Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas (CP/CAJP-2587/08 rev. 2)

xiii. Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Centers of the Americas (CEJA) (CP/CAJP-2637/08 rev. 1)

xiv. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/CAJP-2589/08 rev. 1)
xv. Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism (CP/CAJP-2593/08 rev. 4)
xvi. Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families (CP/CAJP-2609/08 rev. 3) 

xvii. Internally Displaced Persons (CP/CAJP-2585/08 rev. 3) 

xviii. Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy (CP/CAJP-2617/08 rev. 3)
xix. Support for Enhanced Inter-regional Cooperation with the African Union (AU) (CP/CAJP-2604/08 rev. 5)
It also decided to recommend to the General Assembly that it forward to the General Committee for its consideration the following resolutions:

xx. Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media (CP/CAJP-2641/08)

xxi. Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law (CP/CAJP-2612/08 rev. 3)

xxii. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity (CP/CAJP-2626/08)

10. Report of the General Secretariat on invitations to the General Assembly that require authorization from the Permanent Council
The Permanent Council decided to request the Secretary General to extend invitations to the worker representatives identified in document CP/doc. 4292/08 add. 2 rev. 1.

11. Transmittal of documents
The Permanent Council decided to transmit to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for its consideration a note from the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee forwarding resolution CJI/RES. 144 (LXXII-O/08), “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII),” document CP/doc.4316/08.
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CHAPTER IV
REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 

(2007-2008)

A.
officers
On July 12, 2007, the General Committee was installed by the Permanent Council for the period July 2007 - May 2008.  Under Article 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the chair and vice chair of the Permanent Council shall serve, respectively, as chair and vice chair of the General Committee.

The General Committee began its work in February 2008.  In February and March 2008, Ambassador Cornelius Smith, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas, served as its Chair and, as Vice Chair, Ambassador Arístides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama.

In April and May 2008, Ambassador Michael I. King, Permanent Representative of Barbados, served as its Chair and, as Vice Chair, Ambassador Denis Ronaldo Moncada, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua.

B.
ASSIGNMENT OF TOPICS TO THE COMMITTEE FOR STUDY

In fulfillment of Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 12, 2007, decided that, in the framework of the functions established in Article 15 thereof, the General Committee would have responsibility for consideration of the mandates of eight resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, contained in the document "Assignment of Mandates Issued by the General Assembly at its Thirty-seventh Regular Session” (CP/doc. 4238/07 rev. 2), as well as ten annual reports.


On February 20, 2008, the Committee adopted its work plan (document CP/CG-1718/08 rev.1, Appendix I).  From February to May 2008, the Committee held 10 formal meetings, in which it received and considered the annual reports assigned to it, as well as other reports requested by the General Assembly.  In concluding its work in preparation for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, the General Committee forwarded for consideration of the Permanent Council 15 approved draft resolutions and one draft resolution for which additional consultation would be required.

C. 
WORKING MEETINGS


The Committee, at its meeting held on February 20, 2008, considered the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” which, inter alia, instructs the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting with civil society organizations to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere.  The Committee, after hearing a presentation by the Summits Secretariat of the General Secretariat, decided to recommend that said special meeting be held on civil society and strengthening a democratic culture, on March 14, 2008, in the context of civil society week.  The Permanent Council adopted the recommendation of the Committee. 


At that same meeting, the Committee considered a request by the Government of Venezuela to convene the “Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Authorities” which, in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2337 (XXXVII-O/07), was to be held in Caracas, Venezuela, in 2007.  After considering the reasons why the event could not be held as planned, the Committee decided to recommend to the Permanent Council that it be convened for April 4, 2008.  The Council adopted the recommendation of the Committee and the event was held on that date, in Caracas, Venezuela.  The conclusions on the event are contained in document ROEL/doc.3/08.


The Committee received a report on the implementation of resolution “Inter-American Year of Women” [AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07)].  The Committee took note of the report presented by Ms. Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), and decided to establish a working group to prepare a program of activities for the Inter-American Year of Women, open to participation by all delegations and officials of governments, international organizations, civil society, and the private sector, and instructed it to elect its officers.  It also instructed the group to prepare a recommendation to create a specific fund to finance activities related to the Year of Women, and requested the CIM to serve as secretariat of said working group.


Ms. Lomellin presented a report on the implementation of resolution “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” [AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07)], and, after taking note of the information provided, the Committee decided to recommend to the Permanent Council the extension of the period to convene Third Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States.


The Committee received information on the implementation of the resolution “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” [AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07)].  The Committee took note of the information provided and gave the delegation of Venezuela additional time to offer a date for the meeting of the MESECVI, which, at a subsequent meeting, was set to be held on July 9 and 10, 2008, in Caracas, Venezuela, where the hemispheric report of the first multilateral evaluation round of the MESECVI would be considered and adopted.


At its meeting of March 12, 2008, the Committee considered the annual reports of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN).  It reviewed and approved the program for Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Authorities, which was held in Caracas, Venezuela.


At its meeting of March 26, 2008, the Committee received and considered the annual reports of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL).


The meeting of April 9, 2008 focused on consideration of the annual reports of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) and of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM). 


The Committee received and also considered a full report on the work being done by the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI).  The Committee took note of the presentation and the comments by delegations.


Before beginning consideration of the draft resolutions, the Committee adopted a work method, contained in document CP/CG-1727/08 and attached hereto as Appendix II.


The Committee began its consideration of the draft resolutions for the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.  It considered two draft resolutions presented by CITEL, “CITEL and the Integration of the Peoples of America into the Global Information Society” and “Report on the Situation of the Information and Communication Technologies.”  The Committee, after considering the draft resolutions, instructed the CITEL Secretariat to merge them into a single text and to represent them.


At its meeting of April 23, 2008, the Committee received the annual report of the Administrative Tribunal and took note of two resolutions it had adopted.

 
The Committee received and considered the Report of the Secretary General on Fulfillment of Resolution AG/RES. 2323 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” (document CP/doc.4296/08).  The Committee took note of the report and decided to forward the recommendations contained therein to the Permanent Council for its attention.  The recommendations indicate that despite improvements in the CIM’s budget and human resources in 2007, a minimum of two new posts at the professional level are required, inter alia, to make the MESECVI fully functional.  In view of the always growing number of mandates assigned to the CIM, the member states should consider increasing the CIM’s regular budget as well as making voluntary contributions of financial or human resources to support its projects and activities.


The Committee also received and considered the Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the “Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” (document CP/doc.4298/08).  The report was presented by the Executive Secretary of the CIM on behalf of the Secretary General and in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07).  The Committee took note of the information presented and of the observations and comments by member states, and decided to forward to the Permanent Council the recommendations contained in the report.

The recommendations refer to the need to identify specific resources to be assigned to the implementation of the Inter-American Program.  CIM installed capacity was limited, particularly if account was taken of the increasing number of mandates assigned to it.  Strengthening of human, technical, and financial resources would make it possible to play a constant and more active role in the promotion, implementation, and measurement of results of the Inter-American Program.  CIM strengthening, whether from financial resources allocation and/or from a professional position designation, would allow countries to ensure further gender perspective integration in the development of programs and actions of all organs, organisms and entities of the Organization. 

The meeting continued with the consideration of draft resolutions.


At its meeting of May 1, 2008, the Committee received the Report:  Best Practices in OAS Electoral Observation, 2004 – 2007 (document CP/CG-1739/08).  The report, presented by the Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation, Mr. Pablo Gutiérrez, addresses the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07).  Its first section describes the electoral observation missions, their objectives and principles, and how they have been structured in recent years, as well as the area with responsibility for organizing them.  Its second section provides an overview of the 30 Electoral Observation Missions (EOMs) carried out by the OAS in 14 member states from 2004 to 2007. For each, the type of election is identified, along with the makeup of the mission and the duration of the EOM in the country.  The third section describes the basic framework for organizing and deploying Electoral Observation Missions, which provides context for comparing the work carried out by the General Secretariat during this period and the best practices that were developed. The fourth section identifies the various best practices developed by the OAS that are currently undergoing consolidation, while the fifth section lists a series of actions that are still pending implementation. The final section offers a number of conclusions arising from this analysis

The meeting continued with the consideration of three draft resolutions.


The meeting held on May 7, 2007 received a report on free trade and investment in the Hemisphere (document CP/CG-1741/08) and continued consideration of the draft resolution on the matter, presented by the delegation of Mexico.

The Committee also received a report on the activities of the White Helmets Initiative in the Hemisphere for the period 2006/2008 and began its consideration of the draft resolution “Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative,” presented by the delegation of Argentina.


The meeting continued with consideration of five draft resolutions, one being “Agricultural Insurance: Inter-American Cooperation to Meet a Hemispheric Threat” presented by the delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis, the same delegation that would subsequently withdraw it by note OAS/PC/001/08, of May 12, 2008.


The meetings held on May 12, 15, and 19, 2008 were devoted exclusively to the consideration and discussion of draft resolutions.  Of these, two were considered whose final decision would be directly incumbent upon the Permanent Council and would not require subsequent transmittal to the General Assembly.


Accordingly, the Committee considered the draft resolution presented by the delegation of Venezuela “Convocation of the Second Conference of States Parties to the Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’ (MESECVI).”  The Committee recommended the approval thereof to the Permanent Council, which did so at its meeting of May 16, 2008, with the adoption of resolution CP/RES. 937 (1651/08).


With regard to the draft resolution “80th Anniversary of the Inter-American Commission of Women,” the proposing delegation, Antigua and Barbuda, requested that it be considered by the Permanent Council. 

D.
ANNUAL REPORTS 

The Permanent Council assigned to the General Committee consideration of the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, to be presented in accordance with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter:

1. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

2. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

3. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

4. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

5. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)
6. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

7. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

8. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

9. Inter-American Indian Institute (III)

10. Secretary General

It should be mentioned that the report of CIDI had been presented to the Permanent Council and that the report of the Secretary General would be forwarded to the General Assembly.  It should also be indicated that the report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) has not been received.

The following are brief summaries of the reports presented to the General Committee:

1.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)


At its meeting of March 12, 2008, the General Committee received PAHO Director General Dr. Mirta Roses Periago. Dr. Roses Periago presented the report (document CP/doc.4272/08), which analyzes, within the framework of the strategic and programmatic orientations for the quinquennium 2003–2007 defined by the Governing Bodies of the Organization, the outstanding facts of technical cooperation, developed in compliance with the institutional program during this period.


The report concludes that it is essential to invest not only in public health and primary care but in the sciences, technology, research, and human resources as well.  One of today’s challenges lies in putting the scientific and technical information needed to improve health status within the reach of developing countries.  This implies providing institutions and the population with easier access to electronic and digital media.  Over the next five years, the Organization will intensify its institutional transformation process.  This will buttress its international leadership in health and its status as an institution that encourages the participation of its Member States in defining health policies; that has an improved financial management system; that applies clear criteria for effectiveness and equity in allocating financial resources; that has strong partnerships and linkages; that is closely aligned with WHO; that is able to coordinate international, national, and local aspects of the health agenda; and that promotes community participation and social involvement.
The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.
2.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)


The annual report of the IIN, document CP/doc. 4269/08, was presented by its Director General, Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, on March 12, 2008.


The full report refers to the activities carried out, and is prepared based on an assessment of the situation of the organization when Ms. Aguilar assumed her post, as well as the action plan prepared based on the mandates adopted by the Directing Council, and seeks to include the commitments made and assign priority to those that address the realities of the region. 

The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

3.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)


The annual report of the IICA (document CP/doc.4270/08) was presented to the General Committee at its meeting of March 26, 2008 by its Deputy Director General, Mr. Christopher Hansen.

Mr. Hansen reported that the IICA’s main results in the Hemisphere included an increase in business training programs for the private agrofood sector, the application of the Performance, Vision and Strategy (PVS) instrument for modernizing agricultural health and food safety services in the countries, an institutional focus on rural development based on a territorial approach in selected reference territories and high-priority areas for the countries, and the identification of needs in the area of biotechnology and biosafety in several member states


Other significant technical activities were carried out in several newer areas such as agrotourism, organic agriculture, agroenergy and biofuels.  In addition, the results of the report “Agriculture and the New Challenges of Development: the State of and Outlook for Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas, 2007” were shared with the Member States and international organizations


He also indicated that the areas of knowledge management and horizontal cooperation had also been highly productive.  Here, the intensive exchange of successful experiences, intellectual training of human capital and the development of specialized information centers and services, all of which helped to position the Institute as an organization that both facilitates and executes technical actions, have been contributing factors

The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis presented the draft resolution “Agricultural Insurance: Inter-American Cooperation to Meet a Hemispheric Threat” (CP/CG-1734/08 rev. 1), which was subsequently withdrawn by that delegation.

4. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)


The annual report of CITEL (document CP/doc. 4282/08) was presented to the General Committee at its meeting of March 26, 2008, by the Executive Secretary of CITEL, Mr. Clovis Baptista, who indicated that technological innovation, digitization, and the convergence of telecommunication technologies and services, broadcasting, and information technology had altered markedly how people accessed knowledge and communicate.  Now recognized was the importance of telecommunications, including information and communication technologies (ICTs) in the economic and social development of all countries and in making possible universal, sustainable, generalized, and affordable access to information.  However, despite the marked growth and expansion in telecommunication services, including ICTs, seen in the Americas region, disparities persisted, and bridging the digital divide remained a priority.


In that context, one of the main challenges still facing CITEL was how to continue to facilitate and promote harmonized and integral development of telecommunications, including information and communication technologies, in the Americas, harmonizing the efforts of member states and the private sector in achieving these objectives, for the benefit of society. 


Among the results achieved by CITEL in 2007 was the presentation of 468 Inter-American proposals to the World Radiocommunication Conference of the International Telecommunication Union; an approximately 26% increase in the number of scholarships utilized for CITEL telecommunication training courses; the adoption of different recommendations on the coordination of appropriate standards to ensure interoperability and the timely introduction of advanced technologies, especially standards for the protection of critical infrastructure, spectrum harmonization, regulatory matters, problems related to telecommunication convergence and economic aspects of telecommunications; and the organization of different seminars and workshops on matters of priority to countries.


Mr. Baptista noted that, considering the mandates received, the amount CITEL received from the Regular Fund was insufficient to defray the Secretariat’s minimum costs; therefore, the specific funds which, under the regulations, were exclusively for the support of the Permanent Consultative Committees, had been used to defray said costs. 

The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

CITEL presented two draft resolutions:  “CITEL and the Integration of the Peoples of America into the Global Information Society” and “Report on the Situation of the Information and Communication Technologies,” which were merged into a single draft resolution:  “CITEL and the Integration of the Peoples of America into the Global Information Society,” which, as amended by different delegations, was approved on April 23, 2008.

5.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

The annual report of the CIM (CP/doc.4286/08) was presented to the General Committee at its meeting of April 9, 2008, by the CIM Executive Secretary, Ms. Carmen Lomellin. 


The report summarizes the activities carried out by the CIM between March 2007 and February 2008, a period in which the CIM had worked to promote women’s human rights and to eliminate gender-based violence, as a multidimensional security issue.  The CIM had continued to work to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) and had made satisfactory progress with the first evaluation round of the MESECVI.


The CIM had also held its Seventh Special Assembly of Delegates, from November 5 to 7, 2007, which had adopted the “Declaration of San Salvador:  Gender, Violence, and HIV,” which encourages the countries to intensify efforts to eliminate violence and discrimination against women, adolescents, and girls in relation to HIV.


The Assembly of Delegates also adopted different resolutions on the funding of travel and per diem expenses of the members of the Executive Committee of the CIM; strengthening the participation and political representation of women in the Americas, and amending the legal instrument of the CIM.


The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

6. Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal

The annual report of the Administrative Tribunal (CP/doc. 4255/08) was presented to the General Committee at its meeting of April 23, 2008.  The presentation was given by the Tribunal Secretary, Reinaldo Rodríguez Gallad, an attorney.


Under Article III of its Statute, the Tribunal is composed of six members elected by the OAS General Assembly to serve for terms of six years, and who may be reelected once.  Terms are to be staggered so that the OAS General Assembly elects one new member of the Tribunal each year.


The Tribunal is currently composed of the following Judges:

· Albert N. J. Matthew, President (Dominica)

· Alma Montenegro de Fletcher, Vice President (Panama)
· Lionel Alain Dupuis (Canada)
· André Surena (United States)

· Héctor Enrique Arce Zaconeta (Bolivia)
· Agustín Gordillo (Argentina)

In the period covered by this report, on June 18 and 19, 2007, the Tribunal held its LV regular session at the headquarters of the Organization, and adopted Judgment 153 in Complaint 285. 


The LVI regular session of the Tribunal was held in Panama City, Panama, on April 9 to 11, 2008, and considered Complaint 287. 


The report also refers to the convention signed on February 18, 1976 by the Director General of the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences (now the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture - IICA) and the OAS Secretary General to extend the jurisdiction of the Administrative Tribunal of the Organization of American States to include the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences (IICA).  In accordance with the provisions of Article 9 of said convention, the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences had been depositing the sum equal to fifty percent (50%) of the annual salary of a staff member at the G-5 level.


The Tribunal Secretary also reported that the Secretariat, in fulfillment of the mandates of the Tribunal itself, had prepared different documents examining the need to amend the Statute and Rules of Procedure of the Administrative Tribunal, as well as the procedures to be followed in the event that such a proposal is implemented.  To that end, the Secretariat had prepared draft amendments to the Statute and Rules of Procedure of the Tribunal and had suggested the possibility of evaluating the respective draft amendments to the Statute and the Rules of Procedure of the Administrative Tribunal during the session to be held in 2008.


The report of the Administrative Tribunal, with the aim of ensuring its proper functioning, also emphasizes the advisability of reviewing the labor situation of the staff of its Secretariat, reiterating the need to correct the status of their positions and warning the General Secretariat of the imminent damages that will ensue for the Administrative Tribunal (and for the Organization in General) if the current labor situation of the Secretariat staff is prolonged indefinitely.  In that regard, the Tribunal urged the General Secretariat to adjust the Administrative Tribunal budget in the program-budget of the Organization to reflect the upgrading of the position of Secretary of the Tribunal to a P-5 position of trust; and requested OAS General Secretariat to adjust the Administrative Tribunal budget in the program-budget of the Organization to reestablish the G-6 position for the Assistant to the Tribunal. 


The Committee decided to take note of the report presented and of the observations and recommendations of the delegations and to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

E.
DRAFT RESOLUTIONS FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Before beginning consideration of the draft resolutions to be forwarded to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session, the Committee adopted a methodology, published as document CP/CG-1727/08.

The General Committee received a total of 20 draft resolutions for its consideration.  It considered 19 of them, 15 of which were approved without amendment, one was forwarded to the Permanent Council, one was merged into another text, one is pending further consultations among the delegations, and one was withdrawn.  Two other draft resolutions presented to the Committee would require action by the Permanent Council.  One has now been approved and the other will be considered after the General Assembly.  A table listing the draft resolutions, the corresponding documents, and their status as of this date are attached hereto as Appendix III.


The General Committee presented the document “Report on the Activities of the General Committee (2007-2008) (CP/CG-1755/08.  Said document contains the following appendixes:
Appendix I:
Work Plan of the General Committee for the 2008 Term (CP/CG-1718/08 rev. 1)
Appendix II:
Work Plan of the General Committee for the Presentation and Negotiation of Draft Resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at Its Thirty-eighth Regular Session (CP/CG-1727/08)
· Annex I:
Suggestions for Presentation and Negotiation of Draft Resolutions in the General Committee (2008)
· Annex II:
Table for Tracking the Draft Resolutions Presented to the General Committee (2008)

Appendix III:
Table of Draft Resolutions Considered by the General Committee of the Permanent Council for Transmittal to the Council and to the Thirty-eighth Regular Session of the General Assembly
Michael I. King
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Barbados

to the Organization of American States

Chair of the General Committee

CHAPTER V

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE CHAIR ON THE ACTIVITIES 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP)
(2007 – 2008)

A.
OFFICERS

For the term discussed herein, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) was installed by the Permanent Council on July 12, 2007.  On that date, pursuant to Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, the Council elected as Chair of the CAJP Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the Organization of American States (OAS).

At its first meeting, on August 23, 2007, the Committee elected Counselor Eduardo Acevedo Díaz, Alternate Representative of Argentina to the OAS, as First Vice Chair, and Keltie Patterson, Alternate Representative of Canada to the Organization, as Second Vice Chair.
B.
ASSIGNMENT OF TOPICS FOR THE COMMITTEE TO STUDY – WORK PLAN
Pursuant to Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, at said meeting of July 12, 2007, the Permanent Council decided that, in the framework of the functions established in Articles 17 and 18 of its Rules of Procedure, the CAJP would have responsibility for the 31 mandates assigned in document CP/doc.4238/07 rev. 2, “Assignment of Mandates Issued by the General Assembly at its Thirty-seventh Regular Session.”

The Committee went about its work, guided by its Work Plan (document CP/CAJP-2228/07 rev. 3. Between August 23, 2007 and May 21, 2008, the Committee held 25 formal meetings, eight of which were special and working meetings in response to specific mandates.

The Committee also met informally on six (6) occasions to reflect on the inter-American human rights system. 

Upon completing its activities, the CAJP forwarded 29 approved and three pending draft resolutions for consideration by the Permanent Council.  

Details of the Committee’s work can be found in Appendix I. Details of the work performed by its Working Groups are included in Appendices IV, V, VI, and VII of this Report.

C.
SPECIAL MEETINGS AND WORKING MEETINGS 

The Committee held the following special and working meetings:

1. Special meeting on amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR

This special meeting took place on October 18, 2007, pursuant to the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2290 (XXXVII-O/07), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights,” which, in operative paragraph 11 b, instructed the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council to hold a meeting at which the IACHR would elucidate the amendments to its Rules of Procedure, their application, and their scope.

2. Special meeting on freedom of thought and expression 
AG/RES. 2287 (XXXVII-O/07), reiterated to the Permanent Council that, “through its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, it is to hold a special two-day meeting to delve further into existing international jurisprudence on the subject covered in Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights and include the following items on the agenda of that meeting: (i) Public demonstrations as an exercise of the right to freedom of expression; and (ii) The subject of Article 11 of the American Convention on Human Rights.” The meeting was held on February 28 and 29, 2008. 

3. Working meeting on the International Criminal Court 

At its thirty-seventh regular session, the OAS General Assembly meeting in Panama adopted resolution AG/RES. 2279 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of the International Criminal Court,” in which it requested the Permanent Council to hold a working meeting, with support from the General Secretariat, on appropriate measures that states should take to cooperate with the International Criminal Court in investigating, prosecuting, and punishing those responsible for having committed war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide, and offenses against the International Criminal Court’s administration of justice.

That working meeting was held as a meeting of the Committee on January 26, 2008. The report thereon is contained in document CP/CAJP 25697/08.

4. Special Meeting on topics of current interest in international humanitarian law
Resolution AG/RES. 2293 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law” instructed the Permanent Council to continue holding special meetings, with support from the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat, and in cooperation with the ICRC, on topics of current interest in international humanitarian law.  The meeting was held on January 25, 2008.  The report on that meeting can be found in document CP/CAJP-2649/08.

5. Special Meeting on implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families

The special meeting of the CAJP of March 7, 2008 took place pursuant to the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2289 (XXXVII-O/07), “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families.” The report of that meeting can be found in document CP/CAJP-2648/08.

6. Dialogue on the workings of the inter-American human rights system among the member states, the members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the judges of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

The dialogue on the workings of the inter-American human rights system among the member states, the members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the judges of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights took place pursuant to paragraph 3.g of resolution AG/RES. 2345 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas,” on April 4, 2008.  The Report of that meeting is contained in document CP/CAJP-2644/08.

7. Course on International Humanitarian Law (IHL)
The Second Course on International Humanitarian Law, held in the CAJP framework with the support and cooperation of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the (then) Office of International Law, was a great success.   It was held on January 24, 2008 and attended by more than 100 participants pertaining to the diplomatic missions and the OAS General Secretariat. 

The Course provided a broad, introductory overview of IHL, focusing in detail on the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols.  The Course examined in some detail the persons protected by IHL norms, including artificial persons; the interrelations between IHL and international human rights law; and the role of international criminal law with respect to war crimes. Finally, the Course comprised modules on the application of IHL in the inter-American system, and in the context of the Organization of American States, in particular, and on the Conduct of Military Operations in accordance with IHL norms.

8. Introductory Course on the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families


An introductory course on the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families was taught on March 6, 2008.  It was organized by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and by the International Organization for Migration, pursuant to General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2264, “Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law” and AG/RES. 2289, “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families,” which call for dissemination of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families and courses on topics of interest to OAS member states.


The purpose of that introductory course was to provide an overview of the terminology associated with migration issues, the rights and duties of States, and the international legal instruments relating to the human rights and labor rights of migrants.

D.
ANNUAL REPORTS

1.
Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee


At its meeting of March 27, 2008, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs welcomed the Chair and Vice Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee: Dr. Jean Paul Hubert and Dr. Jaime Aparicio, respectively. Dr. Jean-Paul Hubert gave an oral presentation of the Report contained in document (CP/doc.4260/08).

The Committee agreed to make the corresponding observations and recommendations, which can be found in document CP/CAJP-2616/08.


The corresponding draft resolution was approved by the CAJP on May 16, 2007 (CP/CAJP-2589/08 rev. 1).

2.
Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights


The Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for 2007 (CP/doc.4280/08) (CP/doc. 4280/08 add.1) (CP/doc. 4280/08 add. 2) was presented to the Committee on April 3, 2008 by Dr. Paolo G. Carozza, the President of the Commission.

The Observations and Recommendations of the Member States to the Annual Report of the IACHR and the presentation by its President were published in document CP/doc.2629/08.


The draft resolution on this item was agreed upon by the CAJP on May 19, 2008 (CP/CAJP-2636/08 rev. 2).

3.
Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights


The Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for 2007 and its Appendices (CP/doc. 4267/08) were submitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on April 3, 2008 by Judge Cecilia Medina Quiroga, the President of the Court.

The Observations and Recommendations of the Member States on the Annual Report of the Court and the presentation by its President were published in document CP/CAJP-2628/08.


The draft resolution on this item was agreed upon by the CAJP on May 16, 2008 (CP/CAJP-2630/08 rev. 2).

5. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)


The Annual Report of the JSCA, contained in document CP/doc. 4297/08, was presented to the Permanent Council at its meeting of December 7, 2007 by the Center’s Executive Director, Dr. Juan Enrique Vargas Viancos. The observations and recommendations on the Report are to be found in the minutes of that meeting. 


In addition, at its meeting of March 14, 2008, the CAJP conducted a dialogue between member states and the JSCA, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2281 (XXXVII-O/07). It was attended by the Center’s Executive Director and by its Academic Director, Dr. Cristian Riego.


The delegation of Chile, with the cosponsorship of Mexico and Panama, presented the draft resolution “Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)” (CP/CAJP-2637/08 rev. 1), which was approved on May 15, 2008.

E.
REFLECTIONS ON THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM


The CAJP held six informal meetings aimed at providing an open forum for frank and straightforward discussion of specific matters illustrating various facets of the inter-American human rights system, in such a way as to enrich and prepare for the dialogue due to take place between the member states and the members of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  The meetings were attended by former president of the IACHR, Dr. Florentín Meléndez; the President of the IA Court/HR, Judge Cecilia Medina Quiroga, and its Vice President, Judge Diego García Sayán; and by distinguished academics: Dr. Sonia Picado, Dr.Claudio Grossman, Dr. Humberto de la Calle Lombana, and Dr. Pedro Nikken.

The topics discussed at those meetings were proposed by the delegations. They were: 

· The role of the victim and of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

· Amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Proposals regarding Article 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR, Initial Processing, and Article 37, Decision on Admissibility, the article on desistance.

· Proposals regarding extension of deadlines for some stages in the proceedings; greater certainty in proceedings to determine the legal basis for the archiving of cases by the IACHR; and formats for general and thematic hearings, including an evaluation of the terms and conditions for convening them and the importance of states’ participation.

· Certain aspects of proceedings before the organs of the inter-American human rights system: Thematic hearings, precautionary measures, friendly settlements 

· Mechanisms for guaranteeing implementation of the decisions of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Structure of the IACHR and its workload

· Funding of the IACHR 
· The role of the inter-American human rights system in the implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.
· Informal dialogue with the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Judge Cecilia Medina Quiroga, on matters related to that organ of the inter-American system: Mechanisms to guarantee compliance by states with the decisions of the Court, amendments to its Rules of Procedure, the role of the victim, consultative capacity, reparations, financial strengthening. 

The states decided to acknowledge the ample process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, conducted within the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council, and the importance of having held informal meetings to exchange proposals and comments between the member states and the organs of the inter-American human rights system, regarding ways to strengthen and improve that system. 
They also said that those meetings had contributed to the “Dialogue on the Workings of the Inter-American Human Rights System, between Member States and Members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Judges of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights,” held on April 4, 2007, in which – according to the report on the meeting contained in document CP/CAJP-2644/08–contributions were also made by civil society organizations, pursuant to the guidelines for the participation of such organizations in OAS activities.

The states also invited the organs of the system to bear in mind the proposals and comments of the member states represented at the meetings, as well as the contributions by civil society, and to adopt, autonomously and independently, such measures as they deemed fit.
F.
DRAFT RESOLUTIONS FOR PRESENTATION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY


Before beginning negotiations on the draft resolutions for the thirty-eighth regular session, the Committee approved a working methodology, which is described in document CP/CAJP-2596/08.

The Committee received 34 draft resolutions for its consideration. In the end 32 of them were negotiated.  Of those, 29 were approved in their entirety and three were submitted to this Council as still pending. Annex III contains a list of the draft resolutions, with details of the negotiations, the corresponding documents, and an indication of their current status.


The Committee has published the document “Report of the Chair on the Activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)”CP/CAJP-2647/08 rev. 3, which covers the period 2007-2008.  Said document contains the following appendixes, which describe the activities of the Committee and its working groups:
Appendix I
Work Plan of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) 2007-2008 (CP/CAJP-2528/08 rev. 3)
Appendix II
Breakdown of Implementation of the Work Plan of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) (August 2007 – May 2008)
Appendix III
Tracking Table for Draft Resolutions Submitted to the CAJP (May 21, 2008) (CP/CAJP-2610/08 rev. 1)
Appendix IV
Activities of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007-2008) (GT/DADIN/doc.340/08)
Appendix V
Activities of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance in the 2007-2008 term (CAJP/GT/RDI-82/08)
Appendix VI
Report of the Chair on the Activities of the Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program For Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity” CAJP/GT/DI-33/08
Appendix VII
Report by the Coordinator of the Informal Working Group to Study the Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute (Presented by the coordinator of the Informal Working Group) (CAJP/GT/III-5/08 rev. 3)

G.
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS


When I took up my position as Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) on July 12, 2007, I attempted, along with my predecessors, the Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Osmar Chohfi (2006-2007), and the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambasssador Francisco Villagrán (2005-2006), to examine some of the observations they had made based n their experience as Chairs of the CAJP. From those talks I obtained a clear and comprehensive overview of the work of the Committee and the principal challenges it faces, and I agree with several of the conclusions expressed by Ambassadors Villagrán and Chohfi in documents AG/doc.4548/06 add.6 and CP/CAJP-2524/07 rev. 1. Nevertheless, I would like to make the following comments, which are intended to be a contribution to the future work of the Committee:

1. The CAJP handles a considerable workload, reflected not just in the large number of topics and mandates assigned to it, but also in the complexity of the matters it deal with. This delegate is convinced that among the items on the Committee’s agenda are some of the most delicate issues this Organizations addresses; for instance, to name just two of them: democracy and human rights.

2. During my term as Chair, there were six special meetings and two specialized courses on topics assigned to the Committee. We negotiated 34 draft resolutions, considerably more than those negotiated by practically all other committees. In addition, the CAJP is responsible for receiving and examining the annual reports of the IACHR, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, and the Justice Studies Center of the Americas.

3. Given such a large volume of work, I totally agree with my predecessors that it is necessary to expand the Committee’s supporting secretariat services. In my opinion, the CAJP needs two staff members exclusively dedicated to keeping track of its work, at least during the most intense and complex period for the Committee (March to June), when many of the resolutions are negotiated and approved.

4. During my term, I continued taking as my guide, although not always as successfully as I would have liked, the methodology established under the chairmanship of Ambassador Chohfi, with a view to rationalizing the Committee’s work and thereby achieve a more efficacious process of presenting and negotiating resolutions.  That methodology, which is set forth in document CP/CAJP-2596/08 proposes guidelines, which were adopted for presenting and negotiating resolutions. Its proposals include shortening resolutions, rendering some of them biennial or triennial, and presenting “omnibus” resolutions.

5. We largely followed such parameters in negotiations of CAJP resolutions. I would like to underscore, inter alia, that: a) with respect to topics already presented in 2007, the Chair proposed negotiating only the new portions of the text, which the Secretariat marked in bold and b) in addition, I encouraged informal meetings to discuss draft resolutions. Whenever there were difficulties in reaching a consensus on certain draft resolutions, I suggested to the interested delegations that they meet informally in order to try and overcome the obstacles in question. This proved to be of great help in the sense that we were able to deal with the bulk of the drafts assigned to this Committee in a short period of time.

6. I would like to stress that special meetings are one of the most important exercises performed by the Organization, because they elicit numerous contributions and address priority topics for member states.  Special meetings require considerable effort, from an organizational point of view, as the order of business and the participants have to be defined; various sectors have to be consulted; and informal meetings held.  Holding such a meeting requires a significant amount of human and financial resources.  Special meetings are also attended by persons holding important positions in national and international institutions.  It also proved useful to reduce special meetings, where possible, to half a day with a view to ensuring greater attendance and, from a pedagogical point of view, to avoid participant fatigue.  I recommend continuing that practice, which also saves the Organization’s resources.

7. I would like to say how glad I was at the interest shown in the courses on international humanitarian law and on the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families, for which there was a high level of attendance and participation.

8. I would like to emphasize that the outcomes of the special meetings should be more broadly disseminated.  For that I would like to suggest, as Ambassador Chohfi did, that a CD-ROM be prepared of each meeting.  As the cost involved would be very low, it could be distributed, as appropriate, not just to the missions of the member states, but also to all interested parties.

9. Undoubtedly, the most innovative feature of my term as Chair, were the six informal meetings on various issues relating to the inter-American human rights system, including the role of victims and of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights vis-à-vis the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; the amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Commission and of the Court; mechanisms for ensuring implementation of the organs of the system; and the role of the inter-American human rights system in the implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. At those meetings, delegates had an opportunity to listen to experts on each topic in a more relaxed atmosphere and, at the same time, engage in ample exchanges of views. That enabled them to achieve a more in-depth understanding of some highly complex human rights issues. Solving them poses a pressing challenge for the future of the system. It was also important for the representatives of the member states to have the opportunity to express their points of view to the representatives of the system in an ideal environment for such a dialogue. I strongly recommend continuing and improving this practice, which turned out to be highly instructive for the system and many of its actors.

10. I should not fail to underscore the cooperation I received from all the delegations and the concerned and constructive participation of the delegates who follow the work of the CAJP and accompanied me constantly, even in consultations and in informal groups. I would also like to express my gratitude to all the staff of the Secretariat for their notable performance and dedication, especially Ms. Carmen Lucía de la Pava, who served as the Committee Secretary with commitment, dedication, responsibility, and professionalism, and the Department of International Law, the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, and the entire staff of the Secretariat.

11. I have great pleasure, also, in acknowledging the exceptional collaboration I received from the two Vice Chairs of the Committee: Counselor Eduardo Acevedo Díaz, Alternate Representative of the Argentine Mission to the OAS and Second Vice Chair Keltie Patterson, the Alternate Representative of the Canadian mission to the Organization. Both of them served as Chair on a number of occasions, as well as successfully dealing with various, delicate negotiations at the Chair’s request. I wish them both a long and fruitful diplomatic career: a goal they will undoubtedly achieve since they possess all the qualities needed to reach the very top of the diplomatic service of their respective countries.  I thank the permanent missions to the OAS of Argentina and Canada for having lent to the CAJP the services of such competent and professional civil servants.  It was a pleasure working with them.

Roberto Álvarez

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic

to the Organization of American States

Chair, Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

chapter vi

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY (CSH)

(2007-2008)

A.
Installation, mandates, and officers


The General Assembly, at its thirty-seventh regular session, adopted 19 resolutions
/ on matters concerning hemispheric security.


The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 12, 2007, installed the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and elected Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis, as its Chair, in accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure.


In addition, the CSH elected at its meeting of September 6, 2007, the following vice-chairs:

· Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS

· Mr. Otto Fernando Pérez, Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS

In the meeting held on September 17, 2007, the CSH elected the third vice-chair:

· Ambassador Gustavo Albin, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS

Also, the Committee on Hemispheric Security, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07), established a “Contact group made up of member states that are concerned or particularly affected by the phenomenon of criminal gangs”. The Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission of Honduras to the OAS, Ambassador Carlos Sosa, was elected coordinator of this contact group at its meeting held on October 9, 2007.

Additionally, the CSH, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 934 (1644/08), installed on April 18, 2008 the “Working Group in charge of the preparations of the ‘First Meeting of Ministers on Public Security in the Americas.’”  At this meeting, the Committee elected Ambassador Gustavo Albin, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, as Chair of this Working Group.

B.
Proceedings

Meetings

At the request of the General Assembly, the Committee on Hemispheric Security scheduled six (6) special events as part of its activities. In addition, it scheduled eleven (11) meetings to discuss matters related to institutional follow-up and thirteen (13) meetings to consider the draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session. 

Institutional follow-up


Noteworthy among the Committee’s activities aimed at following up on institutional topics are the following: 

· The Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime met for the first time in Mexico City on July 26-27, 2007. As a result of the dialogue, and in order for the General Secretariat to collaborate in the development of a Work Program for the Technical Group, a series of conclusions and recommendations were published in document GT/DOT-I/doc.6/07 rev.1. [AG/RES. 2334 (XXXVII-O/07)];

· The OAS Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza, presented a proposal on September 17, 2007 to hold a Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas (CP/CSH/INF. 132/07);

· The Chairman of the Inter-American Defense Board, Rear Admiral Elis Treidler Öberg, presented a progress report on its modernization process (CP/CSH/INF. 135/07). AG/RES. 2300 (XXXVII-O/07);

· A meeting was held on the topic of natural disasters on October 23, 2007.  At that meeting, the OAS Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin; the White Helmets Commission; the World Food Programme; and the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, made presentations on the topic. At this meeting the report of the first meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR), which was held on September 24, 2007, was presented. AG/RES. 2314(XXXVII-O/07;

· A session on disarmament and non proliferation education took place on November 15, 2007. On this occasion, Ambassador Miguel Marin Bosch and Michael Cassandra from the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs presented on this topic. AG/RES. 2260 (XXXVII-O/07);

· A report on the Third Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to which CIFTA refers (October 15-16, 2007) was presented in the session of November 15, 2006 (GE/CIFTA/doc. 7/07). AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07);

· At the meeting on December 7, 2007 the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security presented a report, which included the activities of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/CSH/INF. 144/07), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/CSH/INF. 143/07) and the Department of Public Security;

· The implementation of UN Resolution 1540 was discussed at a meeting that took place on January 31, 2008, following up on resolution AG/RES. 2333 (XXXVII-O/07). Richard Cuppit, member of the UN 1540 Committee contributed to the discussion of this issue. In follow-up to this meeting, Argentina held a Regional workshop on 1540 on May 13, 14, 2008, in Buenos Aires;
· A meeting was held on February 13, 2007, to discuss the special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2325 (XXXVII-O/07). This meeting included presentations from Mr. Cletus Springer of the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, Christopher Hernandez Roy on behalf of the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence, and Denneth Modeste from the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security;

· A report on the Second Conference of the States parties to the Inter-American Convention against Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) (February 20, 21, 2008); and a report on progress achieved in compliance with the Declaration of Bogota on functioning and implementation of the CIFTA was presented in the session of April 3, 2008, 2006 AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07);

· Finally, at the meeting of April 13, 2007, the Humanitarian Demining Office of the OAS Department of Public Security made a presentation on mine action activities. AG/RES. 2269 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2261 (XXXVII-O/07.

Special meetings


The General Assembly, at its thirty-seventh regular session, asked the Permanent Council to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, seven meetings related to the different mandates entrusted to said Committee.


Accordingly, the Committee on Hemispheric Security held the following special meetings:


1.
First, on January 22, 2008, the Special Meeting devoted to Analyzing the Phenomenon of Criminal Gangs was held pursuant to resolution AG/RES.2299 (XXXVII-O/07), which instructed the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to hold a special meeting devoted to analyzing the phenomenon of criminal gangs in their diverse forms and specific manifestations, using a crosscutting and integral approach. At this meeting the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security presented a study on the definition and classification of gangs (CP/CSH/INF. 148/08). Also, Alberto Concha Eastman from the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), Ms. Deborah Benchoam from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Ms. Lenore Garcia from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, and Mr. Oscar Bonilla, President of the National Council of Public Security of El Salvador, made presentations on this topic.  The various statements made by member states on their vision and experience regarding the phenomenon of gangs, have been distributed as document CP/CSH-957/08.

2.
On February 7, 2008, the Special Meeting on Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco and to promote the full force and effect of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) was held, in compliance with resolutions AG/RES. 2273 (XXXVII-O/07) “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty” and AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07) “Consolidation of The Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty Of Tlatelolco)”. Ambassador Perla Carvalho Soto, Assistant Secretary General, Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL) reported on the fulfillment of the commitments undertaken by the states of the region in resolution AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07) and in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, in particular, paragraph 11 of the latter, as they pertain to nonproliferation of nuclear weapons [operative paragraph 4, AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07)]. Also, Ambassador Tibor Tóth, Executive Secretary, Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) reported on the progress toward the entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. Finally, Ambassador Sergio de Queiroz Duarte, United Nations High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs commented on the Worldwide comprehensive nuclear test ban.

3.
Lastly, on February 25, 2008, the Meeting on Preparations of the Member States to Commemorate the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security of the Americas” was held, as established in resolution 2274 (XXXVII-O/07), “Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security” to coordinate preparations by member states for commemorating the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, which will be held in Mexico during the last quarter of 2008. At this meeting, the Secretariat reported that it received 13 reports from the OAS organs, agencies, entities, and mechanism and other entities of the inter-American system on measures and actions related to the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas. Also, the Executive Secretariat for integral Development (SEDI), the Department of International Legal Affairs, the Summits Secretariat, and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, presented reports on this issue. Additionally, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) made a presentation on their activities related to the Declaration. Finally, member states commented and approved the agenda of the meeting for commemoration of the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on security of the Americas.

4.
The II Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in preparation for the first Conference of States Parties, to be held in 2009, was held on April 14, 2008,  pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07), which resolved “[t]o convene a one-day meeting of states parties in 2008 to prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties, and to review the functioning and application of the Convention, including a critical analysis of the reporting system with regard to transparency in the acquisition of conventional weapons in the Hemisphere.” At that meeting, the states parties underscored the importance of the Convention for building confidence and security and the need to promote its ratification by all OAS member states.  This meeting was chaired by Otto Pérez, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the OAS.  The invited guest of this meeting included William Malzahn, Representative of the United States in the Group of Government Experts on the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, Mark Bromley of the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) and Paz Tibiletti from the Security and Defense Network in Latin America (RESDAL). Ambassador Alexandre Addor Neto, on behalf of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, presented a report that included information on the status of signatures and ratifications of the Convention, compliance with articles III and IV of the Convention, and the annual report database.

5.
Then, on April 15, 2008 the Third Forum on Confidence and Security Building Measures was held, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2270 (XXXVII-O/07), where the Permanent Council is instructed to convene the Third Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, to meet in the second half of 2007, to examine the application of confidence- and security-building measures throughout the region and consider next steps. Reports on the following topics were presented at that meeting: the register of experts, the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures, the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, and the General Secretariat’s activities in support of the Forum. For their part, the states conducted a review, assessment, and analysis of the implementation of confidence- and security-building measures in the region.  Likewise, the Inter-American Defense Board presented a report on the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures. Also, the delegation of Canada referred to the Defense Ministers of the Americas that will take place in September in Banff, Canada. Lastly, reference was made to a future high-level meeting on confidence- and security-building measures, to consider the next steps to be taken to further consolidate mutual confidence. 

6.
Finally, the “Meeting of High Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management”, will take place in Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on June 25, 26, 2008, per the resolution CP/RES. 928 (1627/08) rev.1. This meeting is being held in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07) “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, And Assistance In Natural And Other Disaster Situations”, which requests the Permanent Council, with support from the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM), to convene, for the first half of 2008, a meeting of high-level national authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management, with the participation of the private sector, of subregional, national, and international agencies and organizations, and of nongovernmental, community, and civil society organizations.

7.
The Second Meeting of National Authorities in Trafficking in Persons [AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07)] was postponed until the second half of 2008 at the meeting held on November 15, 2007.

C.
Draft resolutions


The Committee continued its work until May 21, and I am pleased to report that it considered 18 draft resolutions, which have been transmitted to the Permanent Council for subsequent submission to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session:

1. The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone

2. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

3. Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 

4. Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

5. Support for Action Against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru

6. Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education

7. Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

8. Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs 

9. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

10. Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas

11. Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)

12. Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation

13. Preventing Crime and Violence in the Americas

14. Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board  

15. Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism

16. Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean 

17. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 

18. Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials

D.
Annual reports

The Committee considered three annual reports, in keeping with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter and in response to a request made by the Permanent Council at its meeting of February 21, which transmitted to the Committee the annual reports of the Inter-American Defense Board (CP/doc. 4271/08), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc. 4314/08), and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4285/08 corr. 1).  Those annual reports were transmitted for consideration by the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
On February 25, 2008, Ambassador Alexandre Addor-Neto, Secretary for Multidimensional Security, presented a “Report on Measures and Actions Related to Implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas” CP/CSH-946/08 corr.2). This report summarizes the activities of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in support of the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas for the period comprised between February 2007 through January 2008.  The activities carried out before February 2007 were reported to the Committee on Hemispheric Security in March 2007, and are contained in document CP/CSH-837/07 corr. 1.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the distinguished Vice Chairs and delegates for their valuable contributions to the work of the Committee during this term and for their good will and their cooperation with the Chair.

I would also like to state, for the record, that this Committee was regularly supported in its endeavors and activities by the staff of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, both by the team working directly with the Secretary and by the teams working in its departments, in particular the Department of Coordination of Policies and Programs of Multidimensional Security, for which I express my gratitude. 

Izben C. Williams

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis

Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

May 20, 2008
CHAPTER VII
PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY MATTERS

(July 2007 - May 2008)

A. OFFICERS
For the period covered by this report, on July 12, 2007, the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (CAAP) was installed by the Permanent Council.  In accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council elected as Chair of the Committee Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina, Permanent Representative of Colombia.

At its first meeting, held on July 31, 2007, the Committee elected as Vice Chairs Ambassador J. Robert Manzanares, Alternate Representative of the United States, and Mr. Frank M. Clarke, Alternate Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.
B. ASSIGNMENT OF TOPICS – WORK PLAN

The Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (CAAP), a permanent committee of the Permanent Council, has the following functions, established in Article 19 of the latter’s Rules of Procedure:  (1) To recommend to the Permanent Council any programs within the Council's purview that may serve the General Secretariat as a basis for preparing the proposed program-budget of the Organization, as stipulated in Article 112.c of the Charter; (2)To examine the proposed program-budget that the General Secretariat transmits to it in consultation with the Permanent Council for the purposes indicated in Article 112.c of the Charter, and to submit to the Council such observations as it may deem pertinent; (3) To study any other subjects the Permanent Council may entrust to it in relation to the programs, budget, administration, and financial aspects of the operations of the General Secretariat; and  (4) To consider any annual evaluation reports submitted by the secretary general to the Permanent Council in compliance with the provisions of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and, on that basis, to evaluate the overall effectiveness of the Organization's programs, projects, and activities.  Furthermore, to make any recommendations it deems appropriate and submit them to the Permanent Council for consideration and subsequent referral to the Preparatory Committee, so that they may be considered by the General Assembly in conjunction with the proposed program-budget. 


For the fulfillment of the above-mentioned responsibilities, on July 12, 2007, the Permanent Council assigned to the CAAP consideration of the following four resolutions, adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session: AG/RES. 2259 (XXXVII-O/07); AG/RES. 2323 (XXXVII-O/07); AG/RES. 2329 (XXXVII-O/07); and AG/RES. 2353 (XXXVII-O/07).  Special reference is made the mandates regarding the holding of two special sessions of the General Assembly, approval of the financing of the program-budget for 2008, and the adoption of a methodology for determining the quotas of the member states in the future.
C. PROCEEDINGS
The Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters (CAAP), under the chairmanship of Ambassador Camilo Alfonso Ospina, Permanent Representative of Colombia, and the vice chairmanship of Ambassador J. Robert Manzanares, Alternate Representative of the United States, and Mr. Frank M. Clarke, Alternate Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, held 11 formal meetings and numerous informal meetings.


The adoption of decisions on complex matters assigned to the Committee and the implementation of the general work plan adopted required careful consideration, lengthy deliberations, and prudent use of the time and resources available to the Committee.

On July 31, 2008, the Committee adopted its work plan for the 2007-2008 period, and, at that meeting, considered the matters contained in said work plan.  In beginning its work, the Committee, while not unaware of the importance of fulfilling all mandates assigned to it within the established periods, attached priority to the search for a viable solution to financing the program-budget for 2008 and developing a methodology to determine the member state quotas in the future.


The Commission considered the options for financing the program-budget and recommended to the Permanent Council that it convene the thirty-third special session, which was held on October 3, 2007.  Based on the work carried out by the Committee, the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXIII-E/07), which establishes the quotas for the Regular Fund with which the member states will finance the program-budget of the Organization for 2008, as well as the scale and percentage assessments for each member state. 

The General Assembly also determined the financing of the program-budget of the Regular Fund for 2008, from the quotas that member states would contribute to the Regular Fund (US$76,107.000), supplemented by pledges by member states that, despite a reduction in their percentage contributions, had decided not to reduce the nominal amount of the quotas set for 2006 (US$1,340,900); a contribution of US$780,400 from the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) to the Regular Fund for technical supervision and administrative support; recovery of indirect costs from trust and specific funds (US$2,500,000); other income (US$1,419,600), including, inter alia, interest, rental income, and reimbursements; US$2,676,100 from Reserve Subfund resources; and unobligated funds of the program-budget for 2007, not to exceed US$2,676,100. 

The Committee continued with the tasks assigned to its Group of Experts which, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, had considered a methodology to determine the new scale of quotas for the member states for 2009 and subsequent years.  The Working Group completed its tasks and, based on the CAAP’s recommendation, the Permanent Council convened the thirty-fourth special session of the General Assembly, held on November 13, 2007.

On that occasion, the General Assembly adopted the recommendations of the Group of Experts regarding a methodology for the calculation of the scale of quotas of the Organization of American States, whose details are contained in document GTT/MEC/doc.5/07 rev. 1, a methodology utilizing criteria defined by the OAS based on the United Nations methodology, adapted to OAS circumstances.


The General Assembly also resolved that, as mandated by resolution AG/RES. 2353 (XXXVII-O/07), the assessment percentage scale defined in the above-mentioned document would be effective for the member states for 2009-2011.  Thereafter, and using the same methodology, the assessments would be updated every three years. The next scheduled adjustment in the percentage assessment scale would be effective for the period 2012-2014, based on the latest data updates available in 2011, and so on.
The Committee gave in-depth consideration to numerous reports, presented by the Secretariat individually or in the quarterly management reports, on the activities of the offices of the General Secretariat in the member states and their work plans for 2008, the funds raised by the General Secretariat areas, evaluation and follow-up to the results of cooperation of activities, as well as matters related to the costs of conferences and meetings, the transformation and modernization of the Secretariat for Administration and Finance, the status of implementation of the recommendations of the Board of External Auditors, and the annual report of the Office of the Inspector General.

The Committee took particular note of reports on the following management aspects of the Secretariat of the Organization:  the organization’s personnel policy and its sustainability; the geographic representation and gender distribution of the staff; a building and fixed asset improvement plan, whose review and consideration is to continue in coming months; a report on the conclusions of the study on policies related to positions of trust and such changes as may be necessary to the General Standards; and a report on official visits made in fulfillment of mandates adopted by the member states.
Based on the information reviewed, one of the initiatives implemented was to reduce the number of individual reports on different management aspects and to include in a single volume relevant information on these aspects, the quarterly management report. 

In November 2007, the Committee began consideration of draft Regulations for the Operations of the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund to Finance the Inter-American Human Rights System.  In December 2007, a final version of the Regulations was recommended to the Permanent Council, which adopted them by resolution CP/RES. 924 (1623/07).

On October 30, 2007, the Committee received the first report of the Secretariat on the implementation of an indirect cost recovery policy, established by resolution AG/RES. 2302 (XXXVII-O/07) and, in December 2007, in response to a request by the delegations of Bolivia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, and Peru, considered the humanitarian nature of the programs of the OAS Office of Humanitarian Mine Action and the possibility of excepting said programs from the charge for recovery of its management costs.  The Committee will continue reviewing the implementation of this policy in the coming months. 

In addressing another of its responsibilities, the Committee considered and allocated financing from Subprogram 21C resources for numerous meetings, including in the “unprogrammed meetings” category, for both 2007 and the elapsed months of 2008.  As of May 2008, approximately 90% of the resources of said subprogram had been allocated to events whose holding was planned for both OAS headquarters and away from it.

A special cause for concern among delegations was the situation of the program-budget of the Organization for 2009 and, at the meeting of the CAAP of November 15, 2007, the member states began initial deliberations on the matter to provide the Secretariat with basic elements to be used in preparing the aforementioned proposal.

The Committee held several informal meetings on the matter in November and December 2007, and January 2008, the time of installation of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.  Said subcommittee continued consideration of the matter and the proposal presented by the Secretary General.  Considerations focused on two aspects thereof:  the proposed ceiling for the program-budget for 2009 and its corresponding financing.  The report on the conclusions is contained in document AG/CP/Sub.AAP-353/08. 
When the General Assembly has taken the corresponding decisions regarding the program-budget for 2009 and assigned new responsibilities to the CAAP, a work plan must be defined for the 2008/2009 period which, inter alia, should include consideration of the following matters: 

· Report of the Department of Conferences and Meetings on interpretation and translation services for OAS conferences and meetings

· Consideration of the proposal of the Department of Conferences and Meetings of the General Secretariat to update the costs of conferences and meetings 

· Consideration of an external resource mobilization plan

Camilo Alfonso Ospina

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Colombia

Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

CHAPTER VIII

REPORT OF THE CHAIR ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION 
IN OAS ACTIVITIES

(2007-2008)

A. INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council, at its meeting on July 31, 2002, merged the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  This Committee, the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), is charged with coordinating the activities that the Summits of the Americas assign to the Organization of American States and civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summit Process.


The present report refers to the activities of the CISC in the 2007-2008 period, which addressed the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization as well as the functions assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization.  This report reflects the achievements of specific activities devised by the members of the Committee to carry out the mentioned mandates.

B. OFFICERS
On behalf of the host of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and Chair of the Summit Process, the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Ambassador Marina Valere, assumed the Chairmanship of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on September 12, 2006.  Ambassador Glenda Morean-Phillip presented her credentials as Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS on April 30, 2008, succeeding Ambassador Valere and thereby assuming the Chairmanship of the CISC.


The OAS General Secretariat exercises the function of technical secretariat of the CISC, and plays a special role in the provision of information related to all of the themes under consideration by the Committee and in the coordination of civil society organizations’ engagement with the OAS and involvement in the Summits Process.  The areas of the OAS/GS designated to provide technical secretariat services to the CISC are the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the Secretariat of External Relations.

C. SPECIFIC MANDATES

The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 12, 2007, through document CP/doc.4238/07 rev. 2, assigned the CISC the following General Assembly resolutions for its follow up and implementation: AG/RES. 2310 (XXXVII O/07) “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”; AG/RES. 2338 (XXXVII O/07)  “Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process”; and AG/RES. 2351 (XXXVII O/07)  “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and Promotion of Democracy.”

Likewise, the Committee studied the mandates contained in AG/RES. 2318 (XXXVII O/07) “Implementation of the Declaration of Recife.”

To fulfill these mandates, the Chair presented a Work Plan (CP/CISC-342/07 rev. 1), which was approved by the CISC at its meeting on September 18, 2007.

D. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT


The CISC held five (5) regular meetings and one (1) special meeting during this reporting period.  At these meetings, the Committee considered the topics of civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process; follow-up of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas; and the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD).
1. Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” the Committee considered, during this reporting period, twenty two (22) requests from civil society organizations to be entered into the registry of civil society organizations of the OAS.  Of these requests, the CISC recommended and the Permanent Council approved all twenty two (22).  From previous reporting periods, the CISC decided to withdraw one (1) request by a civil society organization to be entered into the registry and transmitted three (3) civil society requests to the Permanent Council for its further consideration of the matter.


In this sense, the Chair, during the meetings of the CISC, underscored the importance of conforming to the criteria and parameters established in the Organization’s rules and regulations, particularly those contained in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), when studying these applications.


The CISC considered and approved, during its meeting on May 20, 2008 the draft resolution “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas Process” (CP/CISC-363/08 rev. 2), presented by the Chair.  This resolution takes into account the guidelines and strategies for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities that were approved in resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”


Likewise, the CISC considered the important mandate emanating from the Summits of the Americas, which recognized the role of the OAS in the follow up and implementation of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas and instructed the General Secretariat to coordinate the participation of civil society in the Summit Process.

Furthermore, in relation to the Dialogue between the Heads of Delegations of the Member States and representatives of civil society during the Thirty-eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, the Chair of the CISC, the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Colombia to the OAS, and the Secretariat for External Relations, carried out appropriate efforts to ensure ample civil society participation.

To this end, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat held the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society: “Youth and Democratic Values” on March 10-12, 2008 at OAS headquarters.
  The purpose of the Forum was to encourage increased discussions and the exchange of ideas among civil society organizations that are interested in Summits mandates and carry out activities related to the themes of the inter-American agenda.  The recommendations included in the report on the week of activities with civil society (CP/CISC-359/08 “Report on Partnering with Civil Society”) were presented to the member states in the special meeting of the CISC to strengthen dialogue with civil society organizations held March 13, 2008.
  The mentioned recommendations will also serve as a basis for the dialogue that will be held with representatives of civil society organizations and Heads of Delegation of the Member States and the OAS Secretary General at the thirty-eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

Additionally, in fulfillment of the mandate to promote civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas process, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the OAS General Secretariat collaborated with the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to hold the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum: “Securing our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability” on May 1-2, 2008 in Miami, Florida.  The purpose of the Forum was to exchange points of view on the theme and concept paper of the Fifth Summit of the Americas in order to develop recommendations for consideration by Member States in their discussions prior to the Fifth Summit of the Americas.  The recommendations generated by the civil society participants of the Forum were presented to the National Secretariat for the Fifth Summit of the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for its consideration as it elaborates the draft outcome document for the Fifth Summit of the Americas to be negotiated by the member states.

2. Support for and follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process

In compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2338 (XXXVII O/07)  “Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, supported the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) held in follow up to the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas.  Specifically, the Summits Secretariat contributed to the organization of the forty-seventh meeting of the SIRG at the Ministerial Level on June 5, 2007 held in the framework of the thirty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly, and the forty-first meeting of the SIRG held on February 28-29, 2008 in Tobago, Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

In support of the Member States in the implementation of the Fourth Summit commitments, and in its capacity as the institutional memory of the Summits Process, the Summits Secretariat is coordinating the production of the report by the institutional members of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), “Implementation of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata.”  This document will present the projects and programs that were implemented as well as the resources that were available during the course of the 2007-2008 period, in order to comply with the commitments made in the context of the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  The report will be distributed for the consideration of the OAS member states at the meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) at the Ministerial Level, to be held on June 2, 2008 in the framework of the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization.

To support the Host Government of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and the member states in preparation for the next Summit of the Americas in 2009, the Summits Secretariat coordinated the compilation and editing of the report “Consultation on the Preliminary Concept Paper by the Government of Trinidad & Tobago for the Fifth Summit of the Americas.”  In this report, the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) collectively responded to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago’s Preliminary Concept Paper, providing the Host Government with constructive suggestions to make the final version of this document as strategic as possible.

The Summits Secretariat is currently engaging in an ongoing process with the JSWG, in coordination with the National Secretariat for the Fifth Summit of Trinidad and Tobago of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, to identify the projects, programs, resources and performance measurement frameworks that can support the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain scheduled to be tabled in the framework of the SIRG in 2008. 

At its meeting on May 20, 2008, the CISC considered and approved the draft resolution, presented by the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago, “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (CP/CISC-360/08 rev. 2)

3. The Declaration of Recife

In fulfillment of resolution AG/RES 2318 (XXXVII-O/07), “Implementation of the Declaration of Recife,” the Committee considered the report presented by the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance (DSMG) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) of the OAS.  In the mentioned report, the DSMG highlighted the background to its report, as well as activities of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation, carried out with the collaboration of the technical secretariat and aimed at making progress on action indicated by the Declaration of Recife in support of Summit commitments on local governance. 
Furthermore, at it meeting of May ​20​, 2008, the Committee considered and approved the draft resolution “Follow-Up to the Declaration of Recife,” (CP/CISC-361/08 rev.2) presented by the Permanent Mission of Brazil. 

E. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Twenty two (22) new civil society organizations were registered during this period, bringing the total number of civil society organizations in the OAS registry to 245.


With regard to the follow up activities of the Summits of the Americas Process, the OAS, through its organs, agencies, and entities, focused its activities on the fulfillment of Summits of the Americas mandates, especially those issued at the Fourth Summit of the Americas.


The Committee is pleased to conclude that the Organization of American States continues to play an active role in the follow-up and implementation of Summits of the Americas initiatives and in promoting the participation of civil society in OAS activities and the Summits of the Americas Process.


Likewise, the Committee believes that it is fundamental that the General Secretariat continue providing the necessary support to effectively follow up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, which include the methodological and technical support for the implementation of those mandates and assessment of progress in achieving their objectives, as well as all necessary efforts to ensure linkages of Summits mandates with the inter-American ministerial and sectorial meetings. Such support should also include the work of coordinating and promoting the effective participation of civil society in the activities of the OAS and the Summits Process.


The Committee acknowledges the General Secretariat, in particular the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations, the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, and the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, for all their support during this period.


This report and the attached draft resolutions reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for future action and will be presented to the Permanent Council and, eventually, to the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.

Glenda Morean-Phillip

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS

Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and

Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
/
CHAPTER IX

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES

2007-2008
A.
Establishment, mandates, and officers

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Belize (CP/INF.5564/07 corr. 1) and in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07), the Permanent Council, at its meeting of October 24, 2007, decided to establish the Special Committee on Migration Issues, whose mandate would be to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law.


The Permanent Council elected Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, as Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues, and Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Interim Representative of Belize, as Vice Chair.


The first meeting of the Special Committee on Migration Issues was held on December 11, 2007.

B.
Proceedings
Pursuant to its mandate and as established in the Work Plan of the Special Committee on Migration Issues, which stated that the Committee would analyze migration issues with a view to fostering international cooperation, taking into account their political, social, economic, cultural, integrational, security, health, labor, and regulatory aspects, as well as any other aspect it considered relevant, the Committee moved forward with its work from its installation and first meeting in December 2007 until May 8, when it concluded its work for the 2007-2008 term.

The Work Plan also established that the Special Committee would carry out its activities in close consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), and other regional and international agencies.
As indicated in the Work Plan, the Special Committee held regular meetings, with the participation of diverse actors and agencies working in the migration area in the Hemisphere, to exchange information on migration flows in the region and promote horizontal cooperation among member states in this regard. 

With respect to the mandate given to the Secretariat to “[p]repare a migration ‘mapping’ effort, by gathering information and producing a matrix of existing legal frameworks and, as appropriate, migration regulations, policies and programs for OAS countries, with a view to creating a compendium of best practices with respect to migration,” the Secretariat informed the Special Committee that the requested information had been distributed in the working languages of the Organization.

1.
Meetings

The Special Committee on Migration Issues held 12 regular meetings, two informal meetings, and one special meeting. The informal meetings were devoted to negotiation of the Work Plan. The regular meetings dealt with the following matters: 

· Consideration and adoption on March 13, 2008, of the Committee’s Work Plan.

· Presentations on various aspects of migration and approaches to it from both within and outside the OAS:

· Inter-American Commission of Women – presentation by Ms. Carmen Lomelin, Executive Secretary 

· International Organization for Migration – presentation by Mr. Richard Scott

· World Bank – presentation by Messrs. Pablo Fajnzylber and Humberto López

· Migration Policy Institute – presentation by Mr. Demetrios Papademetriou

· Secretariat for Multidimensional Security – presentation by Ambassador Alexandre Addor-Neto

· Executive Secretariat for Integral Development – presentation by Mr. Franciso Pilotti

· Inter-American Children’s Institute – written report on the IIN’s initiatives in this regard

· Department of International Law – presentation by Mr. John Wilson

· Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – presentation by Mr. Mario López

· Struggle against trafficking in persons in the Americas, with the participation of representatives of the Department of Public Security of the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security

· Consular migration issues, with the participation of Mr. Enrique Escorza, Head of the Consular Section of the Embassy of Mexico in the United States

· Migration and the media, with the participation of Mr. Jorge Gestoso

· Migration and democracy, with the participation of Mr. Felipe Michellini, Assistant Secretary of Education and Culture of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, and Mr. Massimo Tommasoli, Permanent Observer of International IDEA (International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance) to the United Nations  

Three of the regular meetings of the Special Committee were devoted to consideration of the comments and recommendations of the panelists of the Special Forum on Migration Issues, held on April 17, 2008, and to consideration and negotiation of the draft resolution the Special Committee would submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.

The topic of migration was also addressed in a Permanent Council meeting of April 29, 2008, in the presentation “Migration: Challenges of Globalization,” by Mr. Felipe Michellini, Assistant Secretary of Education and Culture of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay. Mr. Michellini’s presentation was commented on by several delegations, and the Chair proposed that it be submitted to the Special Committee on Migration Issues as a background document. Likewise, the importance of the topic of migration was mentioned by Mr. Enrique Iglesias, General Secretary of the Ibero-American General Secretariat, during the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the OAS Charter. 

2.
Special Forum on Migration Issues

As established in the Work Plan of the Special Committee, the Special Forum on Migration Issues was held on April 17, 2008.  The speakers for the inaugural session were the Chair of the Special Committee, the Assistant Secretary General, and the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.  The launching of the Migration Information System of the Americas took place on that occasion.  Said system is being administered by Messrs. Luis Herrera Lasso, Director General of the COPPAN Group, and Diego Beltrand, Regional Director of the International Organization for Migration.

The following topics were discussed in three panel sessions:

1.
First Panel:  Migration Trends in the Americas

Moderator:  Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS
Speakers: 

· Minister Lorena Escudero, National Secretary of Migration, Republic of Ecuador 

· Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs for Salvadorans Living Abroad

· Dr. Martín Arias Duval, Director, National Office of Migration of Argentina

· Mrs. Elizabeth Ruddick, Citizenship and Immigration Canada

· Jaifa Mezher El Kareh, Director of the Program Colombia Nos Une (Colombia Unites Us), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Colombia

· Mrs. Nan E. Kennelly, Director, Office of Population and International Migration, Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration, United States Department of State

· Mr. Luis Herrera-Lasso, Director General, COPPAN Group
2.
Second Panel:  Migration and Human Rights
Moderator:  Ambassador María Zavala Valladares, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS 

Speakers:
· Mr. Edgar Rodríguez, Coordinator of Advisors to the Under Secretariat for Latin America and the Caribbean, Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico

· Mr. Norberto Liwski, Director, Program Areas, Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

· Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

· John Wilson, Principal Legal Officer, Department of International Law of the OAS General Secretariat 

· Mr. Mauricio Vivero, Executive Director, Ayuda
3.
Third Panel:  Migration:  Economic, Health, Labor, Social, and Cultural Aspects
Moderator:  Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Acting Representative of Belize to the OAS 

Speakers:
· Armand Pereira, Director, Representative of the International Labour Organization, Washington, D.C.
· Dr. Diego Beltrand, Regional Director, International Organization for Migration (Topic: Migration and Development)

· Dr. Felix Rígoli, Coordinator, Human Resources for Health, Health Systems Strengthening Area, Pan American Health Organization

· Geoff Loane, Head of the Regional Delegation for the United States and Canada, International Committee of the Red Cross

· Mr. Roberto Kozak, Advisor, Ibero-American General Secretariat 

In light of the cultural aspect of migration and with the cooperation of the Phillips Collection, selections from the painter Jacob Lawrence’s Migration Series were displayed during the Special Forum.

During the closing session, the Chair summarized the comments made and the recommendations that emerged from the deliberations of the Special Forum.

C.
Recommendations and draft resolutions
A document containing the comments and recommendations of the panelists was drawn up on the basis of the presentations and discussions of the Special Forum and submitted to the Special Committee on Migration Issues. Said comments and recommendations may be found in document CE/AM-24/08 rev. 3, which was received by this Special Committee.

The Chair of the Special Committee presented a draft resolution “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas,” which the Special Committee approved by consensus.  It has been forwarded to the Permanent Council for subsequent transmission to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session. 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the distinguished Vice Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Nestor Mendez, of Belize, and the delegates for their valuable contributions to the Committee’s work during this term, for their flexibility, and for their commitment to the issue, all of which helped us to move forward with our mandate. I would also like to express thanks to the Secretariat for its ongoing collaboration and support.

María del Luján Flores


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS


Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues 

May 9, 2008
CHAPTER X

DECLARATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

(from June 1, 2007 to May 23, 2008)

2007

CP/DEC. 37 (1601/07)
Declaration on the Assassination of the Colombian Deputies Kidnapped by the FARC

CP/RES. 920 (1602/07)
Convocation of the Fifth Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime, Pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 2228 (Xxxvi-O/06) and the Recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI)

CP/RES. 921 (1605/07) rev. 1
Convocation of the Thirty-Third Special Session of the General Assembly

CP/RES. 922 (1610/07) rev. 1
Place and Date of the Thirty-Fourth Special Session of the General Assembly

CP/RES. 923 (1611/07)
Commemoration of the 65th Anniversary of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

CP/RES. 924 (1623/07)
Regulations for the Operations of the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund to Finance the Inter-American Human Rights System

2008

CP/RES. 925 (1624/08)
Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Voice of the OAS (Radio Service)

CP/RES. 926 (1625/08)
Installation in Panama of the Technical Secretariat for the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016)

CP/RES. 927 (1627/08)
Date and Place of the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VII)

CP/RES. 928 (1627/08) rev. 1
Place and Date of the Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management

CP/RES. 929 (1629/08)
Convocation of the Technical Meeting to Prepare A Comprehensive Draft Document on the Process of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (Remja), Pursuant to Resolution Ag/Res. 2266 (Xxxvii-O/07) and the Recommendations of REMJA-VI

CP/RES. 930 (1632/08)
Convocation of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Appointment of a Commission

CP/RES. 931 (1634/08) corr. 1
Convocation of the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies

CP/RES. 932 (1634/08)
Convocation of the Thirty-Fifth Special Session of the General Assembly

CP/RES. 933 (1644/08)
Invitations to the Thirty-Eighth Regular Session of the General Assembly

CP/RES. 934 (1644/08)
Convocation of the First Meeting of Ministers on Public Security of the Americas

CP/RES. 935 (1648/08)
Support for the Process of Dialogue, Peace, and for Democratic Institutions in Bolivia

CP/RES. 936 (1650/08)
Granting the Government of Iceland the Status of Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States

CP/RES. 937 (1651/08)
Convocation of the Second Conference of States Parties of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI)
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�.	Statements and comments made by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1605/07.


�.	The delegations’ statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1606/07.


�.	The delegations’ statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1607/07.


�.	The delegations’ statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1608/07.


�.	The delegations’ statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1609/07.


�.	The delegations’ statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1610/07.


�.	The delegations’ statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1611/07.
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�.	The statements and comments made by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1614/07.
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�.	The statements and comments of delegations appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1633/08.
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�.	The statements and comments by delegations and presentations by the panelists appear in the minutes of the meeting (CP/ACTA 1635/08).


�.	Statements and comments by delegations, as well as presentations by the panelists, appear in the minutes of the meeting CP/ACTA 1636/08.


�.	Statements and comments by delegations appear in the minutes for the meeting (CP/ACTA 1638/08).


�.	The statements and comments of the delegations appear in the minutes of the meeting (CP/ACTA 1640/08).


�.	The statements and comments of delegations, and the presentations by the panelists appear in the minutes of the meeting (CP/ACTA 1641/08).


�.	The statements and comments of delegations are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1642/08.


�.	The statements and comments of delegations are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1644/08.


�.	The statements and comments of the delegations appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1645/08


�.	The statements and comments of the delegations appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1646/08.


�.	The statements and comments of delegations appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1647/08.


�.	The statements and comments of the delegations appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1648/08.





�.	The delegations’ statements and comments may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1649/08.


�.	The statements and comments of delegations are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA.1650/08.


�.	The delegations’ statements and comments may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1651/08.


�.	The statements and comments of the delegations are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1652/08.


�.	Article 5 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council provides:  The office of Chair of the Permanent Council shall be held by each of the principal representatives in turn, following the alphabetical order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries. The office of Vice Chair shall be filled in the same way, following the reverse alphabetical order.  Article 6 provides:  The Chair and Vice Chair shall hold office for a term of three months. These terms shall begin automatically on the first day of each quarter of the calendar year.  Article 7 provides:  In the event of the temporary absence or disability of the Chair, the Vice Chair shall replace him/her and, in the event of the absence or disability of both of them, the principal representative of greatest seniority shall preside.  If for any reason the country to which the Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, the Vice Chair shall serve as Chair until a principal representative of that country joins the Council.  If during a term or part thereof a country to which the Chair or Vice Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, that term shall not be interrupted. Once it has ended, the Chair or Vice Chair shall go to the following country, in accordance with the order established in Article 5.


�.	Distribution of mandates 2007-2008 (Approved by the Permanent Council on July 12, 2007) CP/doc.4238/07 rev. 2.


�.	In accordance with Executive Order 08-01 rev.1.


�.	Agenda contained in document CP/CISC-357/08 corr. 1.


�.	Agenda contained in document CP/CISC-356/08 rev.1.


�.	Trinidad and Tobago assumed the chairmanship of the Summits of the Americas Process on September 12, 2006 and is therefore, Chair of the Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, pursuant to Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. See the Permanent Council decision in document CP/SA.1556/06, "Record of the regular meeting held on July 20, 2006".





_956984683.doc
[image: image1.png]YA






GENERAL  ASSEMBLY



