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OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC-24/03



4 February 2003


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish


AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES
FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
(Red Interamericana para la Democracia)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE
RED INTERAMERICANA PARA LA DEMOCRACIA

This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the Red Interamericana para la Democracia.  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1. Background

The Red Interamericana para la Democracia (RID) was founded in Ecuador in 1995.  It is an international, nonprofit, nongovernmental organization that works to help the public enhance its activities and strategies for strengthening participatory democracy and developing citizenship. 
It is composed of 210 civil society organizations in 22 countries of North, Central, and South America and the Caribbean. 
It submitted its application on November 22, 2002.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Red Interamericana para la Democracia - RID
Address:


Av. 12 de Octubre 1430 y Wilson




Centro Cultural Abya- Yala, Torre Sur, 4to piso





Quito, Ecuador

Telephone:


(593 2) 2506249/ 2506252/ 2506253
E-mail address: 


www.redinter.org
Executive Secretary and

Legal representative:

Luis Verdesoto Custode
Date established:

1995
3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The RID works for an integrated American Hemisphere with structured democratic systems, nonexclusionary social, cultural, and political arenas, and a proactive, participatory, and responsible civil society. The RID pursues the following objectives in that connection:
· To publicize the democratic rights and responsibilities of citizens so as to promote their better exercise in the community

· To promote democracy-building, encouraging responsible, cohesive citizen participation

· To increase and maintain cooperation among civil society organizations and leaders in the region

· To strengthen the technical and institutional capabilities of its member organizations

In addition, the RID works regionally with other nongovernmental organizations, multilateral organizations, public agencies, media outlets, political parties, and other networks to safeguard civil society and promote democratic values.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The Red Interamericana para la Democracia has had various cooperation arrangements with the OAS. With the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), the RID promoted the organization of the parties/civil society chapter of the Political Parties Forum.  The RID also works with the Program of Training Courses for Democratic Leaders (CALIDEM), to which it has sent a group of consultants. 
Through the Red Interamericana para la Democracia, member organizations also execute projects and promote policies that strengthen civil society using a number of approaches:

· Deliberations

· Citizen participation

· Social responsibility

· Transparency and citizen oversight

· Civic and electoral education 

· Political impact

· Conflict resolution

· Environment and sustainable development

· Strengthening of civil society organizations

5. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

· Promote information exchange to further democracy-building activities by civil society in the region

· Link regional and national networks of civil society organizations to enhance exchanges of views, build consensus proposals within the forums, and develop joint action

· Analyze democracy trends at the hemispheric level

· Seek agreement on the concepts and promotion of democracy

· Train civil society organizations in areas within their purview and with methods developed for that purpose

· Conduct research and projects that foster democracy-building

· Develop programs for citizen instruction and training

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General

· Ministerial agreement establishing the RID

· By-laws

· Annual report (July 2001- July 2002)

· Institutional brochure

· Statement of institutional mission, achievements, and current activities
· Brief list of funding sources
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