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AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION 


IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
(Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF 
ASOCIACION CIVIL CONSORCIO JUSTICIA IN THE CONTEXT OF 
THE ACCREDITATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES


This document has been drafted by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide member states with information about the Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759, “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  It includes a summary and list of the various pieces of information and documentation presented by Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned guidelines.

1. Background

Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia was founded in Venezuela in 1991.  It is a social development organization promoting social and legal reform and pursuing programs designed to transform the justice system in Venezuela so that stakeholders can identify and cooperate with the institutions in that system and help to shape them in such a way that they match their needs, challenges, and responsibilities. 
The organization’s work relates to that of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI), the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), the Permanent Council, the Summit of the Americas Secretariat, the Unit for Social Development, the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment, and the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, inter alia.

It submitted its application on November 11, 2002.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment:

Name:


Asociación Civil CONSORCIO JUSTICIA
Address:

Av. Universidad, Centro Parque Carabobo
Torre A, Piso 6, Oficina 610, La Candelaria




Caracas, Venezuela.

Telephone:

(58212) 5737367 – 5774380
(58212) 5740630 (fax)

E-mail address:

www.consorciojusticia.org
Director General
Carlos Eduardo Ponce
Date founded:

1994
3. Primary areas of activity of the Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia and their relationship to OAS activities:

Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia promotes the strengthening of democracy and democratization of the Venezuelan justice system through ideas, information, and projects designed to bring about a system that fosters access and participation by citizens in developing alternative dispute settlement methods and innovative ideas in communities. It focuses on:
· Promoting the strengthening of democracy through community research and development programs implementing social insertion activities, alternative and complementary conflict resolution initiatives, and the formation of vigilante groups.

· Boosting educational processes through projects, research, and direct actions in support of democratic values, justice, sustainable development, prevention of violence, human rights, and information technology.

· Supporting actions that strengthen the rule of law and streamline public administration. 
· Training vigilante and police groups, the armed forces, institutions, organizations, and communities in human rights and peaceful conflict resolution.

· Encouraging activities designed to protect the rights of vulnerable groups.

· Promoting projects that contribute to the strengthening of decentralization, and local, regional, and municipal governments.

· Fostering information-sharing regarding institution-building and financing strategies of governmental and nongovernmental entities.

· Promoting socio-juridical research and the preparation of preliminary draft laws.

4. Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:

Consorcio Justicia has been promoting grass-roots democracy, human rights, judicial reform, participation, and sustainable social development since 1992 and has acquired considerable experience in Venezuela, the Andean Region, and, currently, with a pilot project in Central America. 

Accordingly, Consorcio Justicia considers that it could contribute to OAS activities by bringing its experience to bear on programs such as:

· Educating for Justice: conflict resolution courses in schools;
· Free legal advice and reconciliation centers;

· Centers for preventing and addressing household and family violence; and

· Training the armed forces and security forces in human rights and alternative conflict resolution mechanisms.

5. OAS work areas to which the Consorcio Justicia can provide support:

Consorcio Justicia offers to step up its cooperation with the OAS because it considers that by so doing it will help strengthen democracy, social development, and efforts to make justice systems more democratic. To that end, it undertakes to make recommendations and support the work of the OAS in the following areas:
· Promotion of sustainable development

· Defense of human rights

· Peace-building and the strengthening of democracy

· Strengthening of freedom of expression and thought

· Promotion of civil society participation in decision-making

· Education, justice, security, and other core issues.

6.
Documents submitted by Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General
· Articles of Incorporation and Statute

· 2001 Annual Report (Spanish and English)

· 2001 Financial Report

· Institutional mission statement

· Report on programs currently under way and achievements in 2001
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