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DEMOCRACY

Inter-American Democratic Charter
· Promotion of dialogue in Venezuela (Carter Group, UNDP, OAS)

· On September 4, the Permanent Council adopted resolution 822 to support democracy in Haiti

· The Permanent Council received President Alejandro Toledo of Peru, on the occasion of the Anniversary of the Charter – (September 11, 2002)
Election Observer Missions:  In the course of 2002, the UPD has continued to strengthen its mission and to implement the mandate of the Summits.  It observed presidential elections held in Colombia on May 26, Bolivia on June 30 and in Ecuador on October 20.

Corruption

Meeting of experts (May 20-24, 2002) – The meeting approved the questionnaires and the methodology to be analyzed. At the next meeting (February 2003), the following countries that have volunteered will be analyzed: (Argentina, Paraguay, Colombia, Nicaragua, Uruguay, Panama, Ecuador, and Chile in that order)

VIII Inter-American Conference of Mayors and Local Authorities (Miami, June 11-13, 2002)


The Eighth Inter-American Conference of Mayors and Local Authorities was held on June 11-13, 2002, at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Miami, Florida.  The conference was organized by Florida International University and sponsored by Miami-Dade County. The theme of the Conference was: "Creating a Secure, Prosperous and Democratic Hemisphere: The Role of Local Governments." The agenda of the Conference included such issues as the role of local government in the creation of a prosperous Hemisphere, education and training to strengthen local government, and ensuring the security of the community, among others. 

Inter-American Forum of Political Parties (Chile, August 2002)


A working session between international organizations, foundations and institutions affiliated to political parties was held in Santiago on August 26 and 27, 2002. It was held within the framework of the International Forum on Political Parties convened by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS (OAS/UPD), in collaboration with the Government of Chile. Discussions centered around mechanisms for strengthening the political parties in the hemisphere and identifying ways in which participants in the Forum could work towards consolidating democracy and helping to solve the various political crises in the region. Participants agreed that the subject of political parties may be broken down into external aspects (electoral and party systems, funding for campaigns and parties, among others), and internal aspects. These included   transparent management, participation of women and young people in politics, and issues that did not involve political ideology or competition between political parties. The conference recognized the need to hold periodic meetings for follow-up and the incorporation of new strategies and objectives to reform and modernize the political parties of the Hemisphere. 

Visit to Bolivia (September 24-27, 2002) 

Promotion of the Democratic Charter and meeting with Congress. 

States, Civil Society and Democracy in the Americas. One year after the Inter-American Democratic Charter (September 24 to 28) Lima, Peru. Organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru, with the Civil Association “Transparencia” and with the support of IDB, OAS, IIDEA and others.


The objective of the meeting was to analyze the most significant implications of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, its creation, and the ways in which the main protagonists in its development became involved in the process. Participants also analyzed some of the themes central to the democratic process in the hemisphere, and the efforts of some international organizations and civil society to contribute to this process. The main conclusion emerging from the meeting was that the Democratic Charter is the hemisphere’s most valuable instrument, not only for the protection of democracy, but also for its promotion and improvement. Participants recommended that similar events be convened periodically, notably to analyze progress in democratic governance in the light of the provisions of the Charter.

Cancun Meeting – RIAD (September 10 and 11, 2002)


While the Inter-American Network for Agriculture and Democracy (RIAD) is a forum of national governments, this does not imply that it is a mechanism exclusively designed for them. The Peace Declaration, the Network’s constituent document, provides for links between RIAD and other actors. One possible way to forge these links is through working sessions with representatives of the national municipal associations of RIAD member countries prior to RIAD 11 in 2003.

Some of the concrete ways to answer these challenges include maintaining interest in the discussions on RIAD issues, fostering trust and facilitating contacts between the key agents in the decentralization process, strengthening local government, and encouraging citizen participation. In this way, the work of RIAD can contribute to enhancing existing relations between branches of government within countries.
Second Annual Meeting of the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties, Vancouver, Canada (December 4-6, 2002)

HUMAN RIGHTS
· Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression: Over the course of the year, the rapporteur has been working on a report on Poverty and Freedom of Expression, including the deleterious effect of the lack of access to information on the underprivileged sectors of society.
· Rapporteur on rights of women:  In February 2002, the rapporteur made a first independent visit to examine the situation of women’s rights in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. The major focus of the visit were the serious acts of violence that since 1993 have been perpetrated against women and girls, including the murder of more than 250 women and girls, and the disappearance of over 200.
· Rapporteur on the rights of the child has organized together with OAS member states and sectors of civil society, several meetings and seminars to promote the Inter-American system.  For example, on June 19, 2002, in Asunción, Paraguay, the rapporteur formally opened a seminar on the role of the inter-American human rights system in defending the rights of children and youth.  The publication of the book “The Rights of the Child within the Inter-American System for the Protection of Human Rights” was the result of the systematization of the work of the IACHR.
· Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and their Family Members:  The Government of Mexico and the FORD Foundation are currently providing funding for the work of this rapporteur.  Visits to Costa Rica, Guatemala and Mexico have been made in the course of the year.

JUSTICE AND THE STATE OF LAW

Third Meeting of the MEM


The Governmental Experts Group (GEG) on the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM), held its third and last session before the next meeting of the Inter-American Commission for Drug Abuse Control (CICAD).  The meeting of the GEG took place in Washington, D.C, On October 7-11.  Its aim was to examine the final comments in national reports of OAS member states in the framework of the Progress Report in Drug Control.  These national reports are divided into National Anti-drug Strategy, Demand Reduction, Supply Reduction and Control Measures.

HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
· Inter-American Convention against Terrorism (Barbados General Assembly) 
The Inter-American Convention against Terrorism was approved at the first plenary session of the General Assembly, and will enter into force 30 days following the deposit of instruments of ratification.  The OAS deems this Convention to be a valid instrument for guaranteeing and safeguarding the population of the region and its democratic institutions through greater levels of cooperation.

· “Security and Development” Seminar   September 20, 2002 – Organized by IDB and OAS.
The seminar: “Security and Development: The challenges facing Latin America and the Caribbean”, was held on September 20. It was organized jointly by the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Development Bank. The seminar was attended by more than 150 government representatives, academics, and analysts, who discussed the economic, social and political aspects of security. This event is part of a process that will continue with a Ministerial Conference on Hemispheric Security, to be held in Mexico in May 2003. 

· V Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas, (Santiago, Chile, November 18-22, 2002)

The Secretary General of the OAS will attend this meeting.

· Second Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States of the Caribbean (January 12-14, 2003,  Saint Vincent and the Grenadines)

· Special Conference on Security, Mexico, May 2003) – Multi-dimensional Approach to Security – The Commission on Hemispheric Security is currently organizing this meeting.

Demining

Regional Action Conference. Progress in mine-clearing in the Americas. – Nicaragua, August 26-27, 2002.  The Hemispheric Conference on Progress in Mine-Clearing was inaugurated on August 27, 2002, in Managua, Nicaragua. The two-day conference, held under the auspices of the Organization of American States, was a forum to assess the progress made by member countries in their efforts to remove and destroy land mines. It also provided an opportunity to exchange best practices in this effort. Member states also discussed a hemispheric strategy for the Fourth Meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Convention, to be held in Geneva in September. Finally, participants discussed the importance of stepping up international cooperation to strengthen commitments undertaken in the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines. The following countries were represented at the conference: Guatemala, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Honduras, Peru, Colombia, El Salvador, United Status, and Nicaragua.

Conflict Resolution 


In May 2000, the governments of Belize and Guatemala agreed to seek a definitive solution to their territorial dispute with the help of the good offices of the OAS, through its Panel of Facilitators. The proposals of the facilitators, presented to the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of both countries, contain historical, legal, political, and technical considerations. After more than two years of work, the proposals for conciliation will be finally submitted to a referendum in both countries. 

CIVIL SOCIETY

The Summit Secretariat pools information on the work carried out in civil society by the various organs of the OAS. It also maintains a general overview of the activities of civil society, creates and promotes opportunities for reflection, the exchange of experiences, and actions to constitute an agenda for cooperation between civil society, governments, international bodies, and the OAS, in the implementation of the mandates of the Summits. 


The Secretariat also maintains an up-dated web page, www.civil-society.oas.org, with which it keeps civil society organizations and the public at large informed on OAS activities and involves civil society in its activities. Furthermore, it has opened an electronic mail account summitcso@oas.org , in order to establish smooth, two-way communication with accredited civil society organizations. 


The Secretariat also has a space on the web page www.summit-americas.org http://www.summit-americas.org, dedicated to civil society organizations and events relating to the Summit Process. In this way, it has facilitated meetings with civil society organizations held within the framework of the Committee on Summits Management and the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities. 

TRADE
Corporate Social Responsibility (September 22-23, 2002)

The first hemispheric meeting on Corporate Social Responsibility was held in Miami, United States, from September 22 to 24, 2002. It was organized by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) jointly with the Organization of American States and the World Bank. The conference brought together more that 500 business executives, government representatives, multilateral and civil society institutions, academics and representatives of the mass media. 84 presentations were made in the course of 12 sessions, which extended over more than two days. Of the thirty-two countries that participated in the event, twenty-five were from the region of the Americas. Women comprised 50% of the total number of participants.
Meeting of Trade Ministers on FTAA Negotiations, Ecuador (October 31 - November 1, 2002)


At the Seventh Ministerial Meeting on Trade held in Quito, Ministers made progress in the FTAA negotiations and reaffirmed their commitment to completing negotiations by January 2005. The Eighth Meeting of Ministers of Trade is scheduled to take place in Miami in the last quarter of the coming year. 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

Fourth Executive Committee for the Western Hemisphere Transport Initiative (WHTI) - Brasilia, May 13-14, 2002

This Meeting offers an important example of how the Executive Committee of WHTI has used the Quebec Action Plan as a guide for its future work. The WHTI has divided up the relevant mandates and assigned one or more to the various institutions. These latter are now charged with putting into place and implementing actions for meeting the objectives described in the Quebec Action Plan. The process was launched at a meeting held in May 2002, in the course of which the WHTI leaders were elected.  

Fifth Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Western Hemisphere Transport Initiative (WHTI) - Washington, D.C. 28-29 October 2002

Preparations are currently underway for the ministerial meeting in Mexico in April 2003.


DISASTER MANAGEMENT
Hemispheric Conference on Vulnerability Reduction to Natural Hazards: Population, Water and Information Networks 


The Hemispheric Conference on Vulnerability Reduction to Natural Disasters was held June 12-14, 2002, in Tampa, Florida. Participants from across the region deliberated on the theme: “Population, Water, and Information Networks” The main purpose of the meeting was to analyze natural disasters and their effects on infrastructure, water resources, and the population in general. 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT


On July 26 and 27, 2002, the Second Summit of South American Presidents was held in Guayaquil, Ecuador.  The Summit signed the “Guayaquil Consensus on Integration, Security, and Infrastructure”, with a view to the World Summit on Sustainable Development that was subsequently held in Johannesburg, South Africa.


Leaders meeting at the Summit adopted a corresponding Declaration.

AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

· 60th Anniversary of IICA – Annual Meeting of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture, San José, Costa Rica (October 4, 2002)
· Follow-up System (National Mechanism for Consultation and Information): IICA Representatives in the countries of the region, Ministerial Delegates on Agriculture, National Foreign Affairs Coordinators.

· The IICA Agro 2015 Plan of Action was approved at the meeting held October 2-3, 2002 in Costa Rica.

EDUCATION


The Follow-up Group for the Chapter on Education of the Summit of the Americas met in Cancun, Mexico on May 29 and 30, 2002 to formulate a proposal for the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE). The aim of the ICE will be to coordinate implementation of the ministerial dialogue on education. This will ensure follow-up on the mandates of the Summit of the Americas and the decisions of the Meetings of Ministers of Education.
HEALTH
· PAHO and IICA met at the OAS General Assembly in Barbados to sign an agreement on a program of cooperation among rural and agricultural sectors, in order to combat poverty in the Americas. 

· The Ministers of Health of the Americas met at PAHO Headquarters in Washington D.C., on September 23 to 27, 2002 for the 26th Pan-American Health Conference. The Conference elected Dr. Mirta Roses Periago of Argentina as PAHO Director for the five-year period beginning in February 2005. 

GENDER PARITY 


· The Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) held a Meeting of Experts on July 30 to 31, 2002 in Washington D.C. to analyze the document “Towards Justice with Gender.” The Meeting also evaluated actions to be taken to incorporate the gender perspective in the programs and policies of the Ministries of Justice or the Offices of Attorneys-General of the Americas.

· Fifth Regular Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), Washington D.C., August 1 to 2, 2002.
· On September 19-20, 2002, Guatemala City was the venue for a meeting to discuss and analyze “Legislation against Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, with a view to their Exploitation”. The Forum was organized by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the Central American Parliament, and the Presidential Secretariat for Women of the Government of Guatemala. The objective of the forum was to identify the basic requirements and provisions to be contained in any effective legislation against the trafficking in persons, especially women and children, for purposes of exploitation.

· XXXI Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic 
(October 29-31, 2002).

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
The Ambassador of Peru to the OAS, in his capacity as Chairman of the Working Group to formulate a draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, convened special meetings on March 11 and 15, 2002, to prepare the draft. The United States and Finland donated the funds necessary to guarantee the extensive participation of representatives from indigenous communities.
CULTURAL DIVERSITY
First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Culture (Cartagena, July 12-13, 2002) 


On July 12 and 13, 2002, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, the 34 member states of the OAS held the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Culture. The meeting adopted the Cartagena de Indias Plan of Action, which identifies culture as an engine of development. The main themes of the conference centered on the link between culture and development, and the challenges presented by cultural diversity. In this regard, participants at the Cartagena meeting set a number of goals to allow more people from the region an opportunity to develop their creativity in conditions of equality, freedom and dignity, with access to cultural goods and services in a climate of diversity.


At the meeting the Ministers of Culture of the Americas established the Inter-American Committee on Culture, which will promote joint cultural policies for the region. The Meeting of High Authorities signed the Declaration of Cartagena de Indias, which reflects the agreements reached and launches the Committee that will “ensure better understanding of the various approaches to culture and cultural policy in Member States”. The Cartagena Action Plan also envisages a feasibility study to be carried out by the Inter-American Committee on Culture for the creation of an Inter-American Observatory on Cultural Policies.


Approximately twenty representatives from civil society and four Ministers of Culture held discussions on the Cartagena Plan of Action, notably on the themes of cultural diversity and culture and equality. They also defined strategies for cooperation in formulating sectoral policies and pledged to work together on the idea of an Inter-American Observatory on Cultural Policies.
YOUTH AND EARLY CHILDHOOD

At the 77th Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), in Washington D.C. (May 13-15, 2002), important steps were taken to promote effective health care for the children of the Americas. Participants included delegates and experts from Member States on issues relating to children. The Meeting was able to use the information and build on the progress made at the UN Special Session on the Child, which was held in New York, New York, May 8-10, 2002.
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