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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE PARTICIPATION OF THE INSTITUTO DA MULHER NEGRA IN THE ACREDITATION PROCESSS OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES 

This document has been prepared by the Summit of the Americas Secretariat. Its purpose is to provide information on GELEDÉS Instituto da Mulher Negra, under the framework of resolution CP/RES.759 "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities". It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by GELEDÉS Instituto da Mulher Negra, pursuant to these guidelines.

1.
Background:

GELEDÉS is a non-governmental organization inspired by secret female societies of religious nature existing in the yoruba culture, that express the female power over land fertility, procreation and community wellbeing. With the perspective to update the tradition in the light of contemporary needs of the Afro-Brazilian woman, GELEDÉS was created as an Afro-Brazilian women’s political organization, with the mission to fight racism and sexism, promote Afro-Brazilian women in particular and the Afro-Brazilian community in general. Having participated in all world conferences summoned by the United Nation in the last decade, GELEDÉS was able to sensitize governments and civil society to the discussion regarding the growing problem of exclusion and discrimination facing the poor peoples of the world.

The GELEDÉS Board of Directors is composed exclusively by Afro-Brazilian women, although several work groups are composed of both men and women of diverse racial backgrounds. 

2.
Name, Address and Date of Establishment:

Name: 
GELEDÉS Instituto da Mulher Negra
Address: 

Praça Carlos Gomes 67

5o. andar – Conj. M – Liberdade

Cep: 01501-040– São Paulo, SP

Brasil

Telephone:

 (011) 3101.0490 / 3115.4582

Electronic address:
http://www.geledes.com.br
E-mail: 


geledes@geledes.com.br
Responsible for 

the OAS: 

Rodnei J. Da Silva



Date established:
June 17th, 1994

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationships to OAS activities:
The main objective of GELEDÉS is to protect, ensure and expand the basic rights of Afro-Brazilian society. Such activities include Legal Assistance, Legal Studies, Leadership Programs, Teacher Training, and Affirmative Action following young adults through University, Health and Communications.

4.        CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The contribution of GELEDÉS to the OAS would consist of providing information through periodical reports on the situation of the Afro-Brazilian people in Brazil as well as in other countries with which GELEDÉS is in contact.

5.
Work areas of the organization to support OAS objectives:


GELEDÉS would support ongoing activities of the OAS in the following areas:

· Human rights

· Education and culture

· Juridical information

· Women 

· Social Policies 

· Civil Society

6.
Documents submitted to the OAS:

· Statutes







· Institutional Mission Statement
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