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Summary of the meeting held on November 20, 2002.


The Committee considered the items on the Order of Business, document CP/CG-1498/02 rev.1, and took the following:

I. WORK PLAN OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE


The Committee considered its Work Plan (CP/CG-1505/02) and agreed on the following actions:

· Item # 1: Examination of the Annual reports of the organs, agencies and entities of the Organization
The Committee decided to schedule March 12, 19 and 26 and April 2, 9 and 16, 2002, for consideration of the following annual reports:

-
Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

-
Secretary General

-
Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

-
Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

-
Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

-
Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

-
Inter-American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

-
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

-
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

-
Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

-
Inter-American Indian Institute (III)

-
Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA)

-
Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD).

· Item #2: The OAS restructuring and modernization process (operative paragraph 3, of resolution AG/RES. 1848 (XXII-O/02)


The Committee, taking in consideration the proposal made by the delegation of Mexico, supported by the delegations of Colombia, Honduras and United States, decided to keep this issue pending for the information that will be sent to the General Committee by the Working Group of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, established in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1909 (XXII-O/02).
· Item # 3: Trade and integration in the Americas (Operative paragraph 2.f, of the Resolution AG/RES. 1861  (XXII-O/02)

The resolution instructed the General Secretariat to provide semi-annual written reports on the activities of the Trade Unit to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI for their review.  The Committee decided to analyze those reports at the meetings schedule for December 9 2002, and April 16, 2003.

· Item # 4: Promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere (Operative paragraphs 1, 5, and 6 of the resolution AG/RES. 1871 (XXXII-O/02).

In accordance with resolution 1871, the General Committee shall foster the exchange of experience and information among the OAS, other multilateral organization, international financial institutions, the private sector and civil society organizations, among other pertinent bodies, in order to coordinate and strengthen cooperation activities in the area of corporate social responsibility. The resolution also instructed the Permanent Council to consider the possibility of convening a special meeting on this issue, to be held in the first half of 2003.


In order to adopt appropriate recommendations on this topic, the Chair of the Committee requested of the General Secretariat a work document that shall include, among other issues, information related to the American Conference on Corporate Social held in Miami, from September 22 to 24.


After hearing the request made by the delegation of Canada, the Committee decided to continue consideration of this matter at later meeting.

· Item # 5: Appointment of Women to senior management positions at the OAS  (Operative paragraph 7 of the resolution AG/RES. 1872 (XXXII-O/02).

Resolution AG/RES. 1872 (XXXII-O/02) directed the Secretary General to “Monitor closely the progress made by OAS organs, agencies and entities in meeting the goal of women occupying 50% of posts at each level in the OAS by the year 2005, and to keep the Permanent Council informed with respect to the implementation of this resolution, providing it every year with relevant statistics from the Department of Human Resource services, and to report thereon to General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session”.


For the purposes of timely presentation of the corresponding report, the General Committee decided to inform the General Secretarial that this matter would be considered in February 2003.

· Item # 6: Natural disaster reduction  (Operative paragraphs 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of the resolution AG/RES. 1885 (XXXII-O/02).


The General Assembly, through resolution AG/ RES. 1885 (XXXII-O/02), instructed the Permanent Council to “consider planning and launching an inter-American mass media education campaign on appropriate humanitarian assistance and donations, aimed at offering opportunities to seek consensus between the Government and the NGO community”. 


The resolution also indicated that the inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction should report periodically to the Permanent Council, and the Council, in turn should report to the General Assembly


Bearing in mind the above-mentioned resolution, the General Committee decided to consider this matter in February 2003.

· Item # 7: Cooperation between the OAS and the United Nations System, the General Secretarial of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community

The General Assembly by resolution AG/RES 1893 (XXXII-O/02), requested the General Secretariat “to continue implementing the recommendations of previous general meetings that have been held and to consider the possibility of holding, in 2003, such meetings with the United Nations, with CARICOM and with SICA in an effort to define new and updated modalities for cooperation between the General Secretariat and the Secretariats of these organizations”

The General Committee, having seen the request made by the General Assembly, decided to begin consideration of this matter on December 9, 2002.

· Item # 8: Promotion of Democracy (Operative paragraph 6, of the resolution AG/RES> 1907 (XXXII-O/02).

The General Committee decided that the next Quarterly report of he UPD shall be considered during the meetings to be held in February and March 3003.

· Item # 9: Draft resolution on the Inter-American Democracy Award

The Committee decided to postpone consideration of the draft resolution on the Inter-American Democracy Award until Ambassador Juan Manuel Castulovich, Permanent Representative of Panama, concludes his consultations with delegations on this matter.

II. ORAL REPORT ON THE XXXI ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN (CIM)


The Executive Secretary of the CIM, Carmen Lomellin, expressed appreciation to the Government and the people of the Dominican Republic for their graciousness and hospitality on the occasion of the XXXI Assembly of Delegates. She informed the General Committee as follows:

· The Assembly elected a new Executive Committee for the period 2002-2004. The new officers are: President, Yadira Enriquez de Sanchez Baret, Secretary of State for Women of Dominican Republic; Vice President Florence Ievers, Deputy Director of the Status of Women, Canada; and a new Board: Guatemala, Nicaragua, Paraguay, United States and Venezuela.

· Included among the agenda items for discussion were the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and the implementation of the mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas.

· The agenda for the Second Meeting of Ministers of Highest Authorities Responsibilities for the Advancement of Women in the member states was considered and among the agenda topics will be Women, Free Trade and Economic Integration.

· Women and human Rights: The results of the sub-regional meetings of experts on the implementation of the Convention of Belem do Para, were shared. In addition, a proposal was adopted to study a follow-up mechanism for this convention. Also, in the area of human rights, CIM’s results of Phase I of the research on the International Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas were presented, and follow-up actions were adopted.

· The Assembly approved several resolutions relating to different items of the agenda and was also pleased that the government of Costa Rica had offered to host the 32nd Assembly of Delegates in 2004.


Finally, the General Committee took note of the information presented by the Executive Secretary of the CIM, as well as the observations of the delegations of Chile, Dominican Republic and Costa Rica.

III. CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORTS OF THE UNIT FOR
 THE PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY (UPD)

A. Work plan of the UPD 2003

Mrs. Elizabeth Spehar, Executive Coordinator of the UPD presented the Work Plan 2003 (CP/doc.3662/02). During consideration of the report under reference the Committee took note of the observations made by the delegations of El Salvador, Cost Rica, Colombia, United States, Canada, Mexico and Chile and decided:

· To adopt the Work Plan of the UPD, 2003

· To request member states to submit to the UPD by December 2, 2002 all comments and observations on the Work Plan considered.

· To present to the Permanent Council for its approval a revised Work Plan that would be prepared by the UPD.

B. Quarterly Report of the General Secretariat on the Activities of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy for the first Quarter of 2002.
The General Committee considered the Quarterly report of the General Secretariat on the Activities of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy for the First Quarter of 2002 (CP/doc. 3627/02) and taking in account the observations presented by the delegations of Mexico, Peru, and Cost Rica, decided:

· To take note of the quarterly report; and

· To present the quarterly report to the Permanent Council for its approval with the observations made by the delegations.

IV. INITIAL CONSIDERATION OF THE OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 3 OF
 THE RESOLUTION AG/RES. 1848 (XXXII-O/02)  “THE OAS RESTRUCTURING AND MODERNIZATION PROCESS”

The General Committee noted that paragraph 3, of the Resolution AG/RES. 1848 (XXXII-O/02) the OAS Restructuring and Modernization Process had already been considered in the Work Plan of this Committee.


The Secretariat of the Permanent Council is the depositary of the taped recordings of the meetings. These recordings are available for consultation by the delegations.
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