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DRAFT RESOLUTION

STUDY OF THE DRAFT OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

TO THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

(Considered by the Working Group at its meeting of May 24, 2001)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


The report of the Permanent Council on the evaluation and improvement of the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, submitted pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1701 (XXX-O/00) (CP/doc.     /01);


The Declaration and the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Canada in April 2001; and


The proposals of the Government of Costa Rica (CP/doc.3405/01) and the Draft Optional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights (AG/CP/doc.629/01);


CONSIDERING that in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government decided to continue promoting concrete measures to strengthen and improve the inter-American human rights system, in particular the functioning of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
, instructing, among other topics, that the access of persons 
to the inter-American human rights protection mechanism be facilitated;


Bearing in mind that intrinsic to international human rights law is the principle that the individual is the holder of rights under international law; and

CONSIDERING that the dialogue on strengthening the inter-American human rights system made significant headway in identifying areas requiring further study in the interest of developing a robust and effective human rights system that evolves over time, with the sole purpose of protecting the individual and safeguarding his or her fundamental rights,

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the Permanent Council to initiate, at the earliest opportunity, consideration of an Optional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights that guarantees full access (ius standi) by the victim to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 

2. To request the Permanent Council to bear in mind, as the basis for that study, the Draft Protocol presented by the Government of Costa Rica (AG/CP/doc.629/01).

3. To request the Permanent Council to complete that study by December 15, 2001, so that it may be presented to the states parties to the American Convention on Human Rights for adoption by the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session.
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