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1. The San José Conference reaffirmed the importance of continuing the work of the states of the Hemisphere on implementation of international humanitarian law and related inter-American conventions.  The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs welcomed the progress made in the area of international humanitarian law, as described by the participants in the Conference, and agreed that the inter-American system for the protection of persons must be further strengthened through increased participation in the pertinent international and inter-American conventions and their implementation in domestic legal systems.

2. The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs agreed with the San José Conference that it was important for the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the OAS to continue the periodic organization of governmental conferences similar to the one held, to disseminate and reinforce the application of international humanitarian law and related inter-American conventions.  In that regard, it invited the ICRC to expand its cooperation with the OAS and the states of the Hemisphere by joining forces to reaffirm the timeliness and relevance of international humanitarian law and the promotion of heightened respect for this area of the law.

3. The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, in view of the progress made regarding the entry into force of the Rome Statute and the fact that it might enter into force in the summer of 2002, recognized that 26 states of the Hemisphere had signed it, 11 states had ratified it, and several more were in the process of doing so.  The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs listened with great interest to the reasons why the member states that had not ratified the Rome Statute should do so prior to its entry into force.

4. The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs acknowledged the leadership role played by Trinidad and Tobago in bringing about the establishment of the International Criminal Court.  That country’s initiative demonstrated the region’s interest in the development of international humanitarian law.

5. The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs recognized the efforts of the ICRC and the states to apply the rules of international humanitarian law at the national level and encouraged them to continue those efforts.

6. It emerged from the meeting that the dissemination of international humanitarian law among the armed and security forces was fundamental to the implementation of that area of law.  The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs listened with attention to information on the efforts and programs of the ICRC in that regard.

7. The conclusions of the Managua Conference on the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction were presented by the Permanent Representative of Nicaragua to the OAS.  The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs considered it necessary to continue mine-clearing efforts in the Hemisphere and made an appeal to the cooperating states to continue in that endeavor.

8. Increased protection should be afforded to children who participated in or were victims of armed conflicts.  The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs recognized the need for the Hemisphere to continue working on that issue.

9. The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs listened carefully to the comments by the ICRC on the need to examine the impact of the development of new weapons and means of warfare, as established by the States Parties in Article 36 of Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions.  The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs said that it was necessary for the states to conduct that study so as not to contravene the provisions of international humanitarian law.

10. The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs welcomed the successful performance of the national committees in various countries of the Hemisphere and said that it was important for that domestic coordination plan to be adopted, as appropriate, by the largest possible number of states in the region. 
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