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REPORT OF THE CHAIR
I. MANDATE
The Ninth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was held at the headquarters of the Organization of American States, in Washington, D.C. (United States), from January 22 to 26, 2007, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06), adopted in June 2006.  In said resolution, the General Assembly renewed the mandate of the Working Group to continue holding its meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus, so as to complete the drafting of the Declaration, on the basis of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” and emphasizing consideration of the proposals of member state delegations and indigenous peoples’ representatives.

Said resolution also instructed the Working Group to:

a. Hold up to three meetings of negotiations of up to five days each, between July 2006 and April 2007, at least one of which shall be held at OAS headquarters;

b. Continue to take the appropriate measures to ensure continuing transparency of, and effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples in, the negotiation meetings in the quest for points of consensus;

c. Emphasize the need to reach compromise solutions that are attentive to the most pressing concerns of the indigenous peoples and to the needs of all member states, in the preparation of the Draft Declaration; and

d. Before the next meeting of negotiations, adopt by consensus in the Working Group a methodology based on document GT/DADIN/doc.246/06 rev. 2, “Proposed Methodology for Promptly Concluding the Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” emphasizing consideration of the proposals of member states and indigenous peoples.
It should be mentioned that, at the meeting of the Working Group held on January 17, 2007, Ambassador Jorge Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, was elected Vice Chair to replace Mrs. Ana Peña, Alternate Representative of Peru, and Mr. Efraín Baus, Alternate Representative of Ecuador, was elected Vice Chair to replace Mrs. Patricia Bozo de Durán, Alternate Representative of Bolivia.

II. MECHANISMS FOR PARTICIPATION BY INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
The Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus was held in Washington, D.C., on January 19, 20, and 21, 2007, with participation by representatives and experts.  Its objective was to ensure continued participation in the consideration of the different proposals, contained in document GT/DADIN/doc.280/07 add.1 rev.1, “New Compendium of Proposals for the Phase of Review of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” corresponding to Section Three:  Cultural Identity, of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”
III. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

At its meeting held on October 10, 2006, the Working Group adopted the agenda for the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus.  That agenda, published as document GT/DADIN/doc.269/06 rev.2, provides for consideration of Section Three:  Cultural Identity, and Section Four:  Organizational and Political Rights.
IV. SELECTION OF EXPERTS ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES OR INDIGENOUS LEADERS BY THE BOARD OF THE SPECIFIC FUND TO SUPPORT THE ELABORATION OF THE AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
The Selection Board was established with the following membership:  Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group; Counselor Ana Peña Doig, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS and Vice Chair of the Working Group; and by the following indigenous representatives of the subregions:  Mrs. Son, representative for Central America and the Caribbean; Mrs. LuAnn Jamieson, representative for North America, and Mr. Haroldo Salazar, representative for South America.

The Selection Board, composed of the Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Alternate Representative of Guatemala; the Vice Chair; Mrs. Ana Peña Doig, Alternate Representative of Peru; Haroldo Salazar Rossi, representative for South America; Elsa Son, the representative for Central America and the Caribbean; and LuAnn Jamieson, representative for North America, met on November 10, 2006, to elect one expert on indigenous issues or indigenous leader for each member state, based on a list of candidates received by the Summits Secretariat.  Based on the criteria contained in resolutions CP/RES. 817 (1319/02) and CP/RES. 873 (1459/04), the Selection Board selected the following experts on indigenous issues or indigenous leaders:
Argentina: 
Natalia Sarapura 

Barbados: 
Damon Gerard Corrie

Belize:

Anita Felicia Tzec 

Bolivia: 
María Eugenia Choque Quispe 

Brazil: 

Azelene Inácio 

Canada: 
Ronald Lameman

Chile: 

Magdalena Choque Blanco

Colombia: 
Jaime Arias

Costa Rica: 
José Carlos Morales 

Dominica: 
Jacob Frederick

Ecuador: 
Raúl Ilaquiche Licta 

Guatemala: 
Carlos Check 

Honduras: 
Simón Gream Paton

Mexico: 
Margarita Gutiérrez Romero 

Nicaragua:
Hazel Law Blanco 

Panama: 
Héctor Huertas González

Paraguay: 
Alberto Vazquez Ayala 

Peru: 

Irene Bar dales Diaz 

Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines: 
Oswald T. Robinson  

Suriname: 
Lorene Juliana 

United States: 
June L. Lorenzo
Of this group, seven representatives were unable to participate in the meetings:
Argentina:
Natalia Sarapura 

Dominica: 
Jacob Frederick

Ecuador: 
Raúl Ilaquiche Licta 

Honduras: 
Simón Gream Paton

Mexico: 
Margarita Gutiérrez Romero 

Guatemala: 
Elsa Son

Peru: 

Haroldo Salazar Rossi

The results of the process to select experts on indigenous issues or indigenous leaders was published in Information Bulletin No. 10, distributed as document GT/DADIN/doc.275/06 corr.1 in Spanish, and document GT/DADIN/doc.275/06 in English.

The Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus and the Meeting of Negotiations were attended by the indigenous peoples’ representatives selected, whose expenses were met with resources from the above-mentioned Specific Fund.  Said fund also met the expenses of the three indigenous representative members of the Selection Board.
 

V. PROCEEDINGS
A.
Date of the meeting


The Ninth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus was held from January 22 to 26, 2007, in the Hall of the Americas in the Main Building of the headquarters of the Organization of American States, in Washington, D.C.  

B. Inaugural session
Mr. Jaime Arias, of the National Indigenous Organization of Colombia, opened the meeting with the customary indigenous prayer.  Mr. Héctor Huertas González, representing the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus, then took the floor.  Subsequently, Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Chair of the Meeting, welcomed the representatives of the OAS member states and indigenous peoples’ representatives, and referred to the procedure decided for the new phase of consultation and negotiation, contained in GT/DADIN/doc.246/06 rev.6.
The OAS Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, attended the inaugural session, held on January 22, 2007, and Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General, visited the Group on January 23, 2007.  The General Secretariat authorities shared with the OAS member state and indigenous peoples’ representatives their concern regarding the slow negotiation process and the difficulties encountered in reaching consensus.  They expressed their wish for the declaration soon to have everyone’s approval and that it be substantive.  They also reiterated the willingness on the part of the General Secretariat to continue to provide support for the initiative to achieve a declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples. The remarks of Ambassador Ramdin are contained in Appendix I, and of Mr. Insulza in Appendix II, hereto.
C. Procedure 
The procedure utilized in the negotiation of Section Three is that contained in document GT/DADIN/doc.246/06 rev.6, adopted by the Working Group on November 9, 2006.
D. Documents
The following document were available to the participants of the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus: “New Compendium of Proposals for the Phase of Review of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” document GT/DADIN/280/07 add.1 rev.1; and “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” document GT/DADIN/doc.278/06 corr. 1.  The compendia of proposals presented at the eight earlier meetings were also available to the participants of the Ninth Meeting.
E. Participants
The list of participants, representatives of member states of the Organization, and indigenous peoples’ representatives was published as document GT/DADIN/doc.282/07 rev.2.
F. Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus in the context of drafting the American Declaration
With technical and administrative support from the General Secretariat and, specifically, from the Summits Secretariat, indigenous peoples’ representatives met on January 19, 20, and 21, 2007.  The meeting’s objective was the quest for points of consensus among the different indigenous representatives of North, Central, and South America, and the Caribbean.  The expenses of some representatives participating in the Caucus were met with resources of the Specific Fund established to draft the American Declaration, and other participating representatives met their own expenses.
G. Consideration of the articles contained in Section Three:  Cultural Identity
Although the agenda for the meeting provided for review of Sections III and IV of the Declaration, the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus considered only Articles XII, XIII, and XIV of Section Three:  Cultural Identity.
Article XII:
Right to Cultural Identity
Paragraph 1:
Indigenous peoples have the right to their cultural integrity and to their historical and ancestral heritage, which are important for their collective continuity, and for their identity and that of their members and their States.
Informal consultations were conducted on the text, coordinated by the Vice Chair of the Working Group, Mr. Efraín Baus, Representative of Ecuador, but consensus was not reached.  The text below is the outcome of the consultations, and was included as a footnote in the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” document GT/DADIN/doc.283/07 corr.1:

[1. Indigenous peoples have the right to/rights pertaining to  their own identity and cultural integrity and to their cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, including historic and ancestral heritage; and to the protection, preservation, maintenance, and development of that cultural heritage for their collective continuity and that of their members and so as to pass on/and to transmit that heritage to future generations.] 
The paragraph above has the support of the majority of the delegations, including the indigenous peoples.
Article XII, paragraph 2:
Indigenous peoples have the right to restitution of the property that is part of that heritage of which they may be dispossessed, or, when restitution is not possible, to fair and equitable compensation.

Informal consultations were conducted on the text, also coordinated by the Vice Chair of the Working Group, Mr. Efraín Baus, Representative of Ecuador, but consensus was not reached.  The text below is the outcome of the consultations, and was included as a footnote in the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” document GT/DADIN/doc.283/07 corr.1:
[2. States shall provide [redress, reparation], including the right of [restitution, return], whenever possible, of any cultural heritage of which indigenous peoples have been dispossessed without their free, prior, and informed consent.  Should return not be possible, indigenous peoples shall have the right to fair and equitable compensation.  States, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, shall establish effective mechanisms for that purpose.]
The paragraph above had the support of the majority of the delegations, including the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus.

Article XII, paragraph 3:
Indigenous people have the right to the recognition and respect for all their ways of life, world views, spirituality, uses and customs, norms and traditions, forms of social, economic and political organization, forms of transmission of knowledge, institutions, practices, beliefs, values, dress and languages, recognizing their inter-relationship as elaborated in this Declaration. 

This text was approved on January 26, 2007, after consultations among the delegations and the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus.  The consultations were conducted by the Vice Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Jorge Reynaldo Cuadros, of Bolivia.
Article XIII:
Systems of Knowledge, Language and Communication
Paragraph 1:
Indigenous peoples have the right to preserve, use, develop, revitalize, and transmit to future generations their own histories, languages, oral traditions, philosophies, systems of knowledge, writing, and literature; and to designate and maintain their own names for their communities, individuals, and places.
After a series of consultations, the first part of this text was approved on January 24, 2007, with the following footnote entered by the delegation of the United States:
“After participating in Working Group meetings regarding Section Three, the United States understands this section does not concern intellectual property rights, which are solely addressed under Article 28 of this Declaration.”  

Consultations continue regarding the second part of the paragraph, which refers to the responsibility of the states, and its placement within the Declaration remains to be decided.  In that connection, the delegation of Argentina engaged in consultations, which it will continue in other meetings of negotiation:
The States [shall] [will] adopt adequate [and effective] measures to protect the exercise of this right [, in consultation with the peoples concerned.]
Article XIII, paragraph 2:
Indigenous peoples [, on an equal basis with the rest of society,] have the right to promote and develop all their systems and media of communication, including their own radio and television programs, and to access all other means of communication and information.  The States shall take measures to promote the broadcast of radio and television programs in indigenous languages, particularly in areas with an indigenous presence.  The States shall support and facilitate the creation of indigenous radio and television stations, as well as other means of information and communication.


Approval of this text remained pending, the points of disagreement appearing in square brackets.  One governmental delegation requested more time to review.
Article XIII, paragraph 3:
The States, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, shall make efforts to ensure that those peoples can understand and be understood in their languages in administrative, political, and judicial proceedings, where necessary through the provision of interpretation or by other effective means.
As had been done with other articles, the delegations and indigenous people’s representatives engaged in informal consultations.  The delegation of Mexico conducted the consultations on this text, which was approved on January 26, 2007, ad referendum of the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus.

Article XIV:
Education
Paragraph 1
The indigenous peoples have the right to bilingual intercultural education (based on) their own world views, histories, knowledge, values, practices, and ways of life. The States shall include in their educational systems, curricula with content that reflects the multicultural and multilingual nature of their societies.

Although numerous consultations were held, consensus was not reached on the text of this paragraph, whose consideration was postponed to the next meeting of negotiation.  The consultations on said text were conducted by delegation of Mexico.

Before the negotiations concluded, the delegation of Argentina referred to the general provisions and informal consultations regarding systematization of the obligation of the States to ensure measures to ensure respect for the rights enshrined in the Draft Declaration. 

Instances in the Draft Declaration of the phrase “the states shall adopt … measures” or similar wording are listed below:
Article VII.3

Article XI.1

Article XIII.1 in fine 

Article XIII.3

Article XIV.2 in fine

Article XIV.4

Article XV.2 and 3

Article XVII.3

Article XIX.3 and 4

Article XXI.4

Article XXIV.2 and 6

Article XXVI.2

Article XXVII.1, 2, 3, and 4

Article XXVIII.3

Article XXIX.5

Article XXX.4.f


Of these instances, those contained in Articles XIII.1 in fine, XIX.3, XIX.4, and XXI.4 contain a simple formulation that might be deleted from said articles and included in a general paragraph that contained this instruction.  

In addition, as a result of the above-mentioned consultations, it was deemed advisable for them to continue based on the following paragraph, to be placed in Section Six:  General Provisions: 

 
"[Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures], the States shall take all [necessary and] effective measures, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, to promote and ensure the full recognition, implementation and protection of [the rights, principles and fundamental freedoms/provisions] included in this Declaration."
H.
Other matters
At the conclusion of the Ninth Meeting, the Representative of Colombia said the procedure should be revised.  In practice, she said, the procedure had entailed reaching consensus both for placing text on the projection screen and recording it in the working document and for its subsequent approval.  (She noted that this, in reality, required double consensus). In her view, if this procedure continued to be used, proposed wording receiving approval from 90% or more of those present, including the Caucus, could not be treated as new text for negotiation; when discussion concluded without 100% approval, negotiations returned to the original text; this reflected neither the progress of the deliberations, nor the agreements of the majority, nor the ground gained. The Representative of Colombia felt that the footnotes employed to illustrate this situation had proved insufficient to reflect the true status of deliberations a posteriori. The delegation of Panama agreed with Colombia’s remarks. The Chair thanked Colombia for its observations and said it would be advisable to revisit this matter at the subsequent meetings of the Working Group.
I.
Closing session

Mrs. Isabel Ortega, Representative of the Indigenous Parliament of the Americas, began the closing session with an indigenous prayer.  Mrs. Hazel Law, of Nicaragua, made the closing remarks on behalf of the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus, expressed her concern regarding the slow progress of the negotiations, and reiterated the commitment of indigenous peoples to contribute to actions intended to reach consensus and prompt adoption of the Declaration.  Lastly, she thanked the General Secretariat and the Specific Fund for their contributions to ensuring participation by indigenous peoples in this process.

Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Chair of the Meeting, declared it closed, thanking all those present for their participation in the meeting.
VI. DOCUMENTS PUBLISHED AS OUTCOMES OF THE NINTH MEETING
Documents published as outcomes of the meeting are the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” GT/DADIN/doc.283/07 corr.1, and “New Compendium of Proposals for the Phase of Review of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” document GT/DADIN/doc.280/07 rev. 1.
VII. 
RECOGNITION

A.
Of all participating delegations
The Chair once again thanks all governmental and indigenous peoples’ delegations for their manifest efforts to build consensus regarding the texts discussed. 

B. Of the Vice Chairs
The efforts are again recognized of the Vice Chairs of the Group, Ambassador Jorge Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, and Mr. Efraín Baus, Alternate Representative of Ecuador, in conducting the different informal meetings held with governments and indigenous peoples’ representatives during the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus.  Their contributions were vital in reaching consensuses and helping to identify common positions on different paragraphs. Also recognized are the efforts of Mexico in connection with the informal consultations.
C.
Expressions of appreciation for contributions to the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations
The important contributions made by the Governments of Italy and France to the Working Group are recognized, as are those of Brazil, Mexico, Finland, Canada, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and United States, which have made it possible to continue to fulfill the mandate of the OAS General Assembly to ensure full and effective participation by indigenous peoples’ representatives, by providing support to the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus, which held meetings on January 20 and 21, 2007, and by contributing to the holding of the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations.



Also recognized is the assistance of Dr. Isabel Madariaga of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR); Mr. Luis Toro of the Office of International Law of the OAS General Secretariat, Mr. Jorge Sanín of the Summits Secretariat, and the efforts of the General Secretariat staff, including its conference staff.
Ambassador Juan León Alvarado

Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the 

Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Alternate Representative of Guatemala

APPENDIX I

REMARKS BY AMBASSADOR ALBERT RAMDIN,

ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL, TO THE 

NINTH MEETING OF NEGOTIATIONS IN THE QUEST 
FOR POINTS OF CONSENSUS
Thank you very much, Ambassador León.  

I want to be here and say a couple of words to you, first of all, to welcome all of you to this meeting, to this continuation of this exercise of negotiations to reach consensus on the draft American Declaration on the rights of Indigenous Peoples.  I say this with a little bit of a personal touch.  I have addressed this meeting on two occasions before, in Guatemala and in Brazil, and we have seen progress achieved so far.  I want to extend our special welcome to the representatives of the indigenous peoples’ organizations coming from abroad, as well as those delegates coming from their own headquarters.

This is a meeting which we, in an effort and in an initiative which the Secretary General and I strongly support, an initiative which has the full commitment of the Organization, we are pleased to see the continuation of the discussions in the headquarters taking place.  

When we say we have a full commitment, a strong commitment to this process, then we put it in the context of something that I’d like to stress at this meeting, two elements, basically, one which has to do with the reality of the Hemisphere as we have it, as we see it.  It’s a very diverse hemisphere, the Americas, diverse in many ways, geographically, linguistically.  Apart from the four languages in which we speak in the Organization of American States, we have many other languages which we speak within countries as well as between some of the countries related to Europe. We have cultural differences.  We have quite a rich flora and fauna. So we have a very diverse hemisphere, and I think one of the things economically, politically, we have a very heterogeneous collection of member states, and I think we have to recognize that in the first place.

I believe that when we have such a richness, such a diversity, it should principally not be used or aimed at dividing countries, but rather uniting countries, and I think that effort has not been made in the past as much as we should.  Cultural differences are there, but the cultural richness that it brings gives us an opportunity to bring people together, to create more understanding between countries and between cultural values and norms, and I think this is one of the realities that we face in the Americas that we have to come to grips with, which will deal with some of the issues that you are dealing with more concretely in the different provisions in the declaration that we tried to finalize.

And you know, hemispherically, the Summits of the Americas have agreed to and have committed to building what they call “una familia de las Américas”, one family of the Americas, and I think that cannot take place, that cannot happen if we are going to stress the differences rather than the consensus about what binds us, and I think that this is something that we need to strengthen also, the commitment to unite, to make a collectivity in the Western Hemisphere, independent of the differences that we have.

There’s also another reality, and this is a second reality which we have to just face also, is that we have seen in the past couple of years an increased engagement of those groups who formerly were marginalized in societies:  indigenous peoples, youth, and women.  That increased engagement is a reality which we face in a democratic space that has been created over the past decades in the Hemisphere.  But that’s a reality that we have to learn to understand, because that reality brought some dynamics with it that have presented us with some challenges, both in terms of politics and economics, but I think the reality that we face in terms of trying to make one collectivity, make one unity within the Hemisphere requires us to commit to try to engage to create that engagement that there is with the former marginalized groups within society much stronger.  These are the realities that I look at very strongly, and this is the way.  

My commitment is to this effort is to have, as soon as possible, and I speak about as soon as possible, the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and here I have a concern.  As I said, I have addressed this meeting twice over the past two years.  This process is a little bit older than that.  I think it is important, in the context of realizing and recognizing realities, that you have a serious look at where you are with your negotiations and how fast you can proceed, because achievements have been made; progress has been made.  But I believe that there is a need to complete this exercise as soon as possible.  

There are many issues that are not part of the consensus as yet, but I urge you all to be constructive and creative in finding ways to make progress, because I believe that if you want to keep the political momentum of commitment high in such an important exercise, you need to deliver.  You need to deliver a document that can be adopted.  

I believe, and this is just a suggestion for a timeline which I frankly make, that when this organization is going to celebrate its sixtieth anniversary in Colombia in 2008, and we will have the OAS General Assembly taking place in Colombia at that point in time, that it would be a wonderful idea if this American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples could be adopted at such a meeting.  It would give, symbolically, a very important signal to the whole Hemisphere, as well as a mandate.  So I share with you a concern, but I tried to be constructive and suggest a way forward.  

That’s all, basically, that I wanted to say this morning, to wish you good luck in making progress and to once again reaffirm the commitment of the leadership of this organization to this process, and I hope that we can come to closure, adoption of this American Declaration as soon as possible. 

And finally, I know that Ambassador León has played a critical role as well as you all, but I would especially like to recognize Ambassador León and Guatemala and other countries that have supported this process from a financial perspective as well as a substantive way, to congratulate them and hope that we can count on your further support.

Thank you very much.
APPENDIX II

REMARKS BY MR. JOSÉ MIGUEL INSULZA, 
SECRETARY GENERAL, TO THE

NINTH MEETING OF NEGOTIATIONS IN THE QUEST 
FOR POINTS OF CONSENSUS

Thank you very much.  First, I wish to convey my greetings to all delegations – the representatives of both the governments and the indigenous peoples of the Americas participating in this Working Group.

I understand that Ambassador Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, has been here with you, but I wished to spend a brief moment here essentially to say three things.  

First, the Organization of American States will continue to provide support for the initiative to reach consensus on a declaration of the rights of indigenous peoples, which is to be substantive, that is, which brings together all requirements necessary in a clear affirmation of the rights of indigenous peoples in all their aspects.  Clearly, this process has not had all the expeditiousness and speed to be wished, but it must not disappear from view, and the first objective is to issue a meaningful declaration that addresses and resolves the principal issues discussed, so that it may serve not only as the individual consensus of the countries of the Americas regarding the rights of indigenous peoples, but also to promote the recognition of such rights in other countries.  In some, this has not occurred.  Clearly, this is a declaration of such import.  In some countries of our Americas, not even the existence of indigenous peoples is recognized as such.

And so, the mission of this declaration, adopted by all our governments and agreed with indigenous peoples’ representatives, is to take a step forward in gaining much more effective recognition at the level of national legislatures.  We will continue to provide support for this process.  We are interested in its continuation.
Secondly, I am concerned that quest for points of consensus has been delayed and slow.  I will be very frank.  This is the ninth meeting of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus and sufficient consensus has not been reached.  I believe that members of this Group will be capable of presenting and proposing the alternatives necessary to prevent this process from coming to a standstill.  I understand that there may be concerns, apprehensions, and so on, but an effort must be made for the declaration to be issued.
What must not occur here is deadlock or indefinite delay.  Therefore, I wish to ask you, please – I know that you have worked long and hard – but now is the time to make the effort.  Anyone not in agreement with the majority may propose alternative wording which, without modifying the essence, makes possible adjustment, agreement.

The third thing I wish to say is that we have the means.  We have obtained funds to move this process forward.  So the problem is not one of difficulty in holding meetings, or something along those lines, but I sincerely believe that if we do not reach basic agreement, if no progress is made, if we cannot say we have 25%, 30%, 50%, and, after the meeting, we had 70% … ; and, lastly, if we have difficulty, let us define the problems, the essential ones, and find a way to resolve them.  But the worst that could transpire is that the impression is left that the process is at a complete standstill and agreement is nowhere to be found.
I would like to say, at least on my own behalf as Secretary General, that when I took office in May 2005, one of my commitments was to ensure that substantial progress would be made with this declaration and so, naturally, there is frustration as this has not yet occurred.  It has been nearly two years.  What I thought could be completed in a year is not yet finished.  I understand that the process is complex, I understand that these are negotiations that include, together with governments, representatives of indigenous peoples, so that agreement among them all must be sought.  But I am concerned that so far so little has been agreed.  I say it in all sincerity, since our indigenous peoples, especially those whose rights have never been recognized, have the hope that this declaration will constitute a substantive basis for their countries’ effective liberation processes.

That is what I had to say, Mr. Chair.  Thank you very much for your attention.  Many thanks and, please, continue your good work.  Many thanks.
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