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COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish

Summary of the meeting of September 18, 2002

(Order of business:  CP/CAJP-1970/02)
1. Presentation of the revised versions of the Draft Work Program (CP/CAJP-1966/02 rev. 1) and the Distribution of Mandates and Activities (CP/CAJP-1964/02 rev. 1) of the Committee for the 2002-2003 term
The various amendments to the original versions of the Work Program and the Distribution of Mandates and Activities, made on the basis of observations and recommendations from certain delegations, were described. Both documents are flexible instruments intended to facilitate follow-up of the topics by the delegations and to guide the work of the Committee.

2. Consideration of the agreements and proposed amendments regarding the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council (CP/CAJP-1965/02 and CP/CAJP-1965/02 add. 1). Presentation of possible additional proposals 
After a preliminary consideration of this topic, the Committee took decisions intended to provide the delegations with a better understanding of the background and aims of the amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

The Secretariat for Legal Affairs was asked to present, at an upcoming meeting, an updated version of the documents presented to the Committee so far in 2002, which should include a detailed description of the general and specific background to those documents. 
3. Request by the Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization (CP/doc.3642/02 and CP/CAJP-1969/02) 
After considering this topic, the Committee approved draft resolution CP/CAJP-1969/02, which is accompanied by a report of the Committee Chair, classified as CP/CAJP-1973/02.

A number of delegations noted that it would be important to consider forming a body within the Permanent Council to foster ongoing exchange with the permanent observers to the Organization.

4. Amendments to the Statutes of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM): Consideration of the topic [AG/RES. 1885 (XXXII-O/02) and CP/CAAP-2242/96 corr. 1]
The Committee decided to recommend that the mandate set forth in operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 1885 (XXXII-O/02) be assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security.  The Chair will transmit that recommendation to the Permanent Council.
5.
Other business

With respect to resolution AG/RES. 1897 (XXXII-O/02), “Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment,” the Committee decided to issue an appeal, through its Chair, to those member states that had not yet done so to reply to the questionnaire mentioned in operative paragraph 2 of the resolution (CP/CAJP-1853/01 rev. 1).
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