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I.
Presentation by the Chair of the format for the meeting of experts on “Support for Inter-American Human Rights Instruments,” scheduled for March 7 and 8, 2002 (CP/CAJP-1880/02)
The Chair of the Committee presented a new document, as part of the preparations for the aforementioned meeting of experts. This document, called “Draft Schedule” (CP/CAJP-1880/02), provides a detailed description of the activities in each of the three sessions in which the meeting has been divided according to the approved agenda.


The document was approved by the committee after reviewing the following aspects:

· An effort was made to distribute the limited time available in such a way as to allow a response to each of the mandates assigned in resolution AG/RES. 1829/01 (XXXI-O/01).

· The Office of Summit Follow-up will be contacting the civil society organizations registered with the OAS as being involved with human rights issues in order to ensure their participation in the meeting.

· This is not a seminar of government experts, but an open dialogue on the subject.


The text of the document was corrected by the Committee secretariat and distributed with the classification assigned to the meeting of experts as document REIIDH/doc.3/02, on February 25, 2002.

II.
Draft agenda for the special meeting of the Committee on the topics “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law” and “International Criminal Court,” scheduled for March 6, 2002  (CP/CAJP-1879/02)
This special meeting was convened by the Committee on February 7, 2002 to study the mandates assigned by the General Assembly in the following resolutions:

· AG/RES. 1770 (XXXI-O/01), International Criminal Court

· AG/RES. 1771 (XXXI-O/01), Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law

The delegation of Mexico accordingly prepared, in coordination with the Chair of the Committee, the document entitled “Draft Agenda for the Special Meeting of the CAJP on Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law (CP/CAJP-1879/02), which was presented to the delegations by Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS.


The document was approved by the committee after it had made a few changes and reviewed the following aspects:

· Steps will be taken to ensure sufficient time for dialogue, in line with the neutral approach that the meeting is supposed to have.

· The Office of Summit Follow-up will be contacting the civil society organizations registered with the OAS as being involved with human rights issues in order to ensure their participation in the meeting.

· The Committee will adopt the Rapporteur’s report at the end of the special meeting. That report may include conclusions reached at the meeting (but will not contain recommendations).

· The Department of Legal Cooperation and Information will advise the Committee regarding preparations and procedures for this special meeting.

· The Report of the Rapporteur will be forwarded to the thirty-second regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS, in accordance with current OAS procedures.

· Finally, it is hereby placed on record that the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda expressed concern about the need to hold this special meeting.


The text of the document was corrected by the Secretariat of the Committee and distributed as document CP/CAJP-1879/02 rev. 1 on February 27, 2002. This document was subsequently distributed with the classification assigned to the special meeting as document DIH/doc.2/02, on March 4, 2002.

III.
Consideration of the draft questionnaire “Adjustment of the Provisions of International Human Rights Law to Domestic Law
” (CP/CAJP-1852/01 rev. 1)

The Committee had the opportunity to consider the aforementioned questionnaire, the text of which was approved with a few changes regarding, in particular, the competent authorities in this area within the member states. A few expressions were also amended to ensure that the language used in the document matched that of other texts already adopted by the OAS.

It should be noted that the original deadline of February 28 for submission of replies to the questionnaire by member states was postponed until March 31, 2002.

The text of the document was corrected by the Secretariat of the Committee and distributed as document CP/CAJP-1852/02 rev. 2 on February 25, 2002.

IV.
Draft resolution on “Human Rights Defenders in the Americas: Support for Individuals, Groups, and Civil Society Organizations Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas” (CP/CAJP-1869/02)
The delegations considered this draft resolution during the regular meeting of the Committee on January 17, 2002. A number of observations and suggestions were made and incorporated in a new version of the draft resolution, which is now classified as document CP/CAJP-1869/02.

After reviewing the new text, the delegates expressed their approval, except in regard of operative paragraph 5, which was left pending for negotiations between the delegations with differing views on the matter (Mexico and Panama) in the presence of the delegation of Costa Rica and the Chair of the Committee.

Approval of this draft resolution was thus left pending for a future meeting of the Committee.
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