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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SPECIAL GROUP ON JUSTICE 

FOURTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS (REMJA IV)


As Chair of the Special Group to Implement the Recommendations of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), I hereby submit the following report on activities conducted since the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice pursuant to the mandates conferred by the General Assembly. 

I.  BACKGROUND

1. Third Summit of the Americas 

The Heads of State and Government, Meeting at the Third Summit of the Americas, in Quebec, Canada, April 1, 2001 adopted a Plan of Action containing the following decisions pertaining to the “Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice.”


Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice
Continue to support the work done in the context of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas, whose Fourth Meeting will take place in Trinidad and Tobago, as well as subsequent Meetings, and the implementation of their conclusions and recommendations;

Develop a funding plan for the Justice Studies Center of the Americas that takes into account the interests and resources of both governments and other likely donors, and that will enable the Center to contribute not only to the modernization and formulation of public policy in this area, but also to the institutional development of judicial systems in the region;

Develop an exchange of best practices and recommendations, through the Meetings of Ministers of Justice and other appropriate mechanisms, seeking the technical and financial support of other multilateral organizations and multilateral development banks where appropriate, that are consistent with international human rights standards, to reduce the number of pre-trial detainees, institute alternative forms of sentencing for minor crimes and improve prison conditions throughout the Hemisphere;

Establish, in the OAS, an Internet-based network of information among competent legal authorities on extradition and mutual legal assistance to facilitate direct communications among them on a regular basis and to identify common problems in handling specific cases and issues that merit collective attention and resolution;
2. General Assembly
The Foreign Ministers and Heads of Delegation of the OAS Member States, Meeting in Lima, Peru, at the twenty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, adopted AG/RES. 1482 (XXVII-O/97), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice,” which underscored “the importance of holding a Meeting of Ministers of Justice, or of Ministers or Attorneys General with competence in this area, to consider issues contributing to enhanced legal and judicial cooperation in the Americas.”

The First Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, December 1 - 3, 1997.
/.

Bearing in mind the report of the Permanent Council and the final report of the First Meeting of Ministers of Justice,
/ the General Assembly resolved, in resolution AG/RES. 1562 (XXVIII-O/98), to convene the Second Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.  That Meeting took place in Lima, Peru, on March 1-3, 1999.
/
At the thirtieth regular session of the General Assembly and after considering the report of the Permanent Council and the final report of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice, held in Costa Rica on March 1-3, 2000, the following resolutions were adopted:

a. AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00), Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, and

b. AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00), Follow-up to the Recommendations and Conclusions of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.

At its thirty-first regular session, the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES 1781 (XXXI-O/01), which convened the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA IV) to be held in Trinidad and Tobago.

It is important to point out that the topic proposed by the Host Country and discussed by the Heads of Delegation at their dialogue during the twenty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly in Caracas, Venezuela in 1998 was “Administration of Justice in the Americas.”  A summary of that dialogue is published in document AG/INF.218/98.
/
3. Permanent Council
On September 26, 2001, the Permanent Council forwarded the aforementioned resolutions to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration.  Subsequently, on October 2001, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs established the special Working Group on Justice and at that time I was elected Chairman of the Group.   

II.  SCOPE OF THE MANDATE


As established in aforementioned resolutions AG/RES. 1781 (XXX-O/00), the Special Group was instructed to follow up on implementation of the conclusions and recommendations adopted at the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice, with particular emphasis on those to be executed within the framework of the OAS. 

Likewise, and in accordance with said resolutions, the Special Group was mandated to carry out, within the resources appropriated in the program-budget of the Organization and other available resources, such activities as it deemed pertinent with a view to pursuing this topic further.  These include, notably, preparation of the agenda for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice, consideration of the advisability of convening Meetings of experts where relevant, and assembling reference documents for the Meeting.

Finally, the Special Group has to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-first regular session, through the Permanent Council, on compliance with the tasks entrusted to it.

III. WORK PREPARED BY THE SPECIAL GROUP OF JUSTICE

The Special Working Group of Justice held three formal Meetings and four informal Meetings in order to prepare the Draft Agenda.  The Department of Legal Cooperation and Information of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS presented a first draft of the proposed Agenda, taking into account the comments and observations made by the delegations at the Meeting held on October 18, 2001, and the recommendations approved by the REMJA III.

This first draft agenda was published in the document GE/REMJA/doc. 69/01.


On November 15, 2001, the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago requested that the topic  “Regional Strategy for implementing International Humanitarian Law” be included in the Draft Agenda. The Permanent Mission of Peru also requested the inclusion of the topic “International cooperation in fighting corruption and the repatriation of illegal funds.”


The Secretariat for Legal Affairs, taking in consideration the observations presented by the delegations and the request made by the Special Group of Justice, produced the document GE/REMJA/doc. 69/01 rev. 2, which appears as Annex I of this document.  


At the same Meeting, the Special Group elected Mr. Mauricio Alice, Alternate Representative of Argentina, as Vice Chair of the Special Group of Justice, and entrusted him with the task of informal Meetings for the preparation of the Draft Agenda for the next Meeting of Ministers of Justice.


Finally, on February 1, 2002, the Special Group of Justice received the presentation of the Vice Chair of this Special Group with respect to the Draft Agenda and Draft Schedule of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA IV).


The Special Group of Justice also considered the note presented by the Delegation of Mexico and by other delegations supporting the item “Regional Strategy for Implementing International Humanitarian Law” proposed by Trinidad and Tobago and subsequently retracted.


The adoption of the Draft Agenda for the next Meeting of Ministers of Justice has been included in the Draft Schedule as it was proposed by the Vice Chair of that Special Group, Mr. Mauricio Alice, Alternate Representative of Argentina.

IV.
CONCLUSION

At the end of the discussion on the various proposals concerning the Draft Agenda, the Special Group of Justice agreed to submit three proposals for the consideration of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.  The proposed Draft Agenda and the Draft Schedule appear in document  (GE/REMJA/doc. 84/02).
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�.	The conclusions and recommendations of the First Meeting of REMJA are to be found in the document classified as REMJA-III/doc.14/00 rev. 2.


�.	REMJA/doc.33/97, Final Report of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.


� 	The conclusions and recommendations of the Second Meeting of REMJA are to be found in document REMJA-III/doc.14/00 rev. 2.


�.	AG/INF.218/98 – Summary of the President of the General Assembly on the topics discussed during the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation.





