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EXPLANATORY NOTE


The Special Group on Justice, at its meeting of February 1, 2002, upon considering the draft agenda for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV), decided to present to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration the proposed draft agendas attached hereto.


Also attached is the draft schedule for the meeting, which was examined by the Group at the same meeting.
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DRAFT AGENDA

FOURTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE

OR OF MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS

I
DIALOGUE OF HEADS OF DELEGATION

Topic:

“Legal and judicial cooperation in fighting transnational organized crime and terrorism”

II

1. Mutual legal assistance

1.1. Agreements on legal and judicial cooperation in the Americas:  Applicability, implementation, and improvement of cooperation instruments at the inter-American level

1.2. Extradition

1.3. International cooperation for the repatriation of illegal funds derived from corruption

1.4.
Information exchange network*
2.
Improving the administration of justice

2.1.
Access to justice: Alternative means of conflict resolution and other mechanisms

2.2
Penitentiary and prison policy

3.
Cyber-crime

4.
Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

5.
Conclusions and recommendations
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1. Mutual legal assistance
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5.
[Regional strategy for the implementation of international humanitarian law]
/
6.
Conclusions and recommendations
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OR OF MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS

I

DIALOGUE OF HEADS OF DELEGATION

[Topic:

“Legal and judicial cooperation in fighting transnational organized crime and terrorism”]

II

[1.
Mutual legal assistance

1.1.
Agreements on legal and judicial cooperation in the Americas:  Applicability, implementation, and improvement of cooperation instruments at the inter-American level

1.2.
Extradition

1.3.
International cooperation for the repatriation of illegal funds derived from corruption

1.4.
Information exchange network
/
2.
Improving the administration of justice

2.1.
Access to justice: Alternative means of conflict resolution and other mechanisms

2.2
Penitentiary and prison policy

3.
Cyber-crime

4.
Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

5.
Conclusions and recommendations


[Regional strategy for the implementation of international humanitarian law]
/
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February 1, 2002

DRAFT SCHEDULE

FOURTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS
OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS

March 10 to 13, 2002

Sunday, March 10


a.m.
Meeting on the Inter-American Network on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters*

p.m.
INAUGURAL SESSION

Monday, March 11


9:30 a.m.
First PLENARY SESSION
1. Election of the president

2. Election of the vice presidents

3. Adoption of the draft agenda and schedule

4. Formation of the working group to prepare the draft conclusions and recommendations of REMJA-V

5. Dialogue of heads of delegation

(Topic: Legal and judicial cooperation in fighting transnational organized crime and terrorism)

3:00 p.m.
Second PLENARY SESSION

1. Dialogue of heads of delegation

(Continued consideration of the topic of legal and judicial cooperation in fighting transnational organized crime and terrorism)

2. Item 1:
Mutual legal assistance

1.1. Agreements on legal and judicial cooperation in the Americas: Applicability, implementation, and improvement of cooperation instruments at the inter-American level

1.2. Extradition

1.3. International cooperation for the repatriation of illegal funds derived from corruption

1.4. Information exchange network

Tuesday, March 12

9:30 a.m.
Third PLENARY SESSION

1. Item 2:
Improving the administration of justice


2.1.
Access to justice: Alternative means of conflict resolution and other mechanisms

2.2
Penitentiary and prison policy

9:30 a.m.
First MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP

3:00 p.m.
Fourth PLENARY SESSION

1. Item 3:
Cyber-crime

2. Item 4:
Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

3:00 p.m.
Second MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP

Wednesday, March 13

9:00 a.m.
Third MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP

9:30 a.m.
Fifth PLENARY SESSION



Item 5:
[Regional strategy for the implementation of international humanitarian law]

1. Consideration of the conclusions and recommendations prepared by the Working Group

2. Proposed draft agenda for REMJA-V

3. Adoption of the conclusions and recommendations

12:00 p.m.
CLOSING SESSION
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*	A technical meeting will be held on this agenda item.  All delegations have been invited to this meeting, which will take place on March 10 prior to the inaugural session of REMJA-IV.


�.	A technical meeting will be held on this agenda item.  All delegations have been invited to this meeting, which will take place on March 10 prior to the inaugural session of REMJA-IV.


�.	[Item 5.	Regional strategy for the implementation of international humanitarian law


a.	Promoting ratification of the Statute of the International Criminal Court.


b.	Preventive and enforcement measures and penalties, for the effective application of international humanitarian law: 


i.	Spreading awareness of international humanitarian law;


ii.	Training of skilled personnel;


iii.	Appointment of legal advisers in the armed forces;


iv.	Adoption of legislative and regulatory measures to guarantee respect for international humanitarian law;


v.	Actions of the International Committee of the Red Cross.


c.	Means of cooperation and coordination between OAS member states and the International Committee of the Red Cross.


d.	Assessment of progress made in the context of the cooperation agreement between the OAS General Secretariat and the International Committee of the Red Cross, signed on May 10, 1996.]
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�.	[Regional strategy for the implementation of international humanitarian law


a.	Promoting ratification of the Statute of the International Criminal Court.


b.	Preventive and enforcement measures and penalties, for the effective application of international humanitarian law: 


i.	Spreading awareness of international humanitarian law;


ii.	Training of skilled personnel;


iii.	Appointment of legal advisers in the armed forces;


iv.	Adoption of legislative and regulatory measures to guarantee respect for international humanitarian law;


v.	Actions of the International Committee of the Red Cross.


c.	Means of cooperation and coordination between OAS member states and the International Committee of the Red Cross.


d.	Assessment of progress made in the context of the cooperation agreement between the OAS General Secretariat and the International Committee of the Red Cross, signed on May 10, 1996.]


*	REMJA III decided that this network would be established.  In keeping with that decision, the Governments of Argentina, Canada, The Bahamas, and El Salvador, with support from the OAS General Secretariat, have developed the pilot phase of this initiative. It was endorsed in 2001 by the Quebec Summit of the Americas.  The OAS General Assembly, at its most recent regular sessions, requested the ministers of justice or attorneys general to consider the continuation of this project and its implementation in the hemispheric arena. This technical meeting will be held for presentation of developments to date in this area and to facilitate dialogue on improvement and implementation of the project in the Hemisphere.  All delegates are invited to this meeting, which will take place on March 10, 2002, at the site of REMJA-VI.





