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The Permanent Mission of Venezuela to the OAS hereby presents a few proposals for consideration by the Working Group with regard to the draft agenda for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV).  Thus, we propose the following:

· Keeping “Legal and Judicial Cooperation in the fight against transnational organized crime and terrorism” as the subject for discussion at the Meeting of Ministers of Justice  or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.
Given the current international scenario following the events of September 11, it is essential that the Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General have the opportunity to exchange information and views regarding a topic that, despite being on the agenda of international organizations (U.N. Convention on Transnational Organized Crime), has been dealt with somewhat unevenly in the Americas.

The proposed topic is entirely apt, given that it involves three elements that have to be addressed head on: legal and judicial cooperation, transnational organized crime, and terrorism. The dialogue would therefore be fully geared to matters for which the ministers are directly responsible.

The other subject matters put forward as topics, which refer to “new threats to hemispheric security,” would lead ministers to stray from their own spheres of competence.  It is not incumbent upon the Meeting of Ministers of Justice, as a forum for legal and judicial cooperation, to define collective strategies to address the new threats to hemispheric security. Among other reasons, because the concept of security and the new threats are still being discussed within the Organization.
It must also be noted that terrorism is a topic addressed by several bodies within the OAS framework, which is why we propose that the dialogue should focus on legal and judicial cooperation in the struggle against transnational organized crime and its links with terrorism.  In this way, the recommendations and conclusions of the Meeting of Ministers would complement the discussion that has taken place regarding terrorism.

Core aspects of the topic under discussion

As a guideline for the dialogue among ministers, and with no intention of restricting their freedom or the flexibility such a dialogue should have, Venezuela suggests that the Ministers might touch on certain key aspects of this complex topic, such as: 

A. Prevention, control, and supervision of money laundering as a general concept covering a wide range of organized criminal activities.

B. Liability of juristic persons. Trends in Criminal Law on this subject in the countries of the Hemisphere. 

C. Extradition and Seizure of Assets.

D. Confiscation and repatriation of illicit funds.

· Restructuring the agenda format to address two fundamental aspects:
Topics relating to modernization of judicial systems:

· Access to justice. 

· Modernization and strengthening of the administration of justice.

· Penitentiary and prison policies.

Courses of action required for these topics:

· Presentation of a report on the status of, or developments related to, each topic in light of the recommendations of the REMJAS.

· Specification by states of the type of international cooperation they need to deal with core aspects involved in adjusting judicial systems.

Topics dealing with International Cooperation Issues

· Legal and judicial cooperation agreements in the Americas.  Limited to member states’ replies to the questionnaire.  Pending: Study by the OAS General Secretariat on the obstacles to effective cooperation in the treaties on legal and judicial cooperation among States. 

· Regional strategy for implementing international humanitarian law.

· Information exchange network in the area of extradition and mutual legal assistance to the countries participating in the pilot project (Canada, Argentina, El Salvador, and Bahamas) will present a report on their experience with it. That report should be circulated prior to the meeting of Ministers.

· Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas:

· Suggesting that the Ministers draw up a permanent agenda, consisting of the top priorities resulting from the conclusions of the last three REMJA, that would make it easier to spot the major problems facing judicial systems and identify the various alternatives available for effective international cooperation.

The purpose of the Permanent Agenda suggestion is to induce the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers, or Attorneys General, as a forum in which the highest competent authorities can share information and experience, to focus on, and delve deeper into, the major problems facing all national judicial systems and the mechanisms for revising and streamlining those systems.

Selecting priorities is now a matter of urgency, since the problems States face in administering justice undermine the legitimacy of democratic institutions and retard the social and economic development of nations.  Pinpointing the problems we have in common will help the region devise specific cooperation programs and projects in this field. 
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