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REPORT OF THE JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL COMMITTEE PURSUANT TO RESOLUTIONS AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00) AND AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00) RELATING WITH THE MEETINGS OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF MINISTERS

OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS

EXPLANATORY NOTE


At its meeting of May 17, 2001, the Juridical and Political Committee considered the Report of the Chair of the Special Group on Justice and the draft resolution Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (GE/REMJA-64/01 rev.1), presented by the Chair of the Special Group on Justice.


The Committee decided to take note of the report, approved the draft resolution and submit it, through the Permanent Council, for the information and consideration of the General Assembly at its thirty-first regular session, pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00) and AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00),.


The following are being published as Appendix to this report:


Appendix I: The Report of the Chair of the Special Group on Justice pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00) and AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00) (GE/REMJA/doc.67/01)


Appendix II: Draft resolution Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (GE/REMJA/doc.64/01 rev.2) 

May 17, 2001.
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or Attorneys General of the Americas
REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SPECIAL GROUP ON JUSTICE PURSUANT TO RESOLUTIONS AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00) AND AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00)

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SPECIAL GROUP ON JUSTICE PURSUANT TO RESOLUTIONS AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00) AND AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00)


As Chair of the Special Group to Implement the Recommendations of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), I hereby submit the following report on activities conducted since the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice pursuant to the mandates conferred by the General Assembly. 

I.  BACKGROUND

1. General Assembly
The foreign ministers and heads of delegation of the OAS member states, meeting in Lima, Peru, at the twenty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, adopted AG/RES. 1482 (XXVII-O/97), “Meeting of Ministers of Justice,” which underscored “the importance of holding a meeting of ministers of justice, or of ministers or attorneys general with competence in this area, to consider issues contributing to enhanced legal and judicial cooperation in the Americas.”

The First Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, December 1 - 3, 1997.
/.

Bearing in mind the report of the Permanent Council and the final report of the First Meeting of Ministers of Justice,
/ the General Assembly resolved, in resolution AG/RES. 1562 (XXVIII-O/98), to convene the Second Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.  That meeting took place in Lima, Peru, on March 1-3, 1999.
/
At the thirtieth regular session of the General Assembly and after considering the report of the Permanent Council and final report of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice held in Costa Rica on March 1-3, 2000, the following resolutions were adopted:

a. AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00), Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, and

b. AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00), Follow-up to the Recommendations and Conclusions of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.

It is important to point out that the topic proposed by the host country and discussed by the heads of delegation at their dialogue during the twenty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly in Caracas, Venezuela in 1998 was administration of justice in the Americas.  A summary of that dialogue is published in document AG/INF.218/98.
/
2. Permanent Council
On August 16, 2000, the Permanent Council forwarded the aforementioned resolutions to its Special Group on Justice for consideration.  Subsequently, at its meeting of October 23, 2000, the Council decided that the Special Group should be coordinated by the Council’s Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

3.
Third Summit of the Americas 

The Heads of State and Government meeting at the Third Summit of the Americas adopted a Plan of Action containing the following decisions pertaining to the “Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice”:


Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice
Continue to support the work done in the context of the meetings of ministers of justice and attorneys general of the Americas, whose fourth meeting will take place in Trinidad and Tobago, as well as subsequent meetings, and the implementation of their conclusions and recommendations;

Develop a funding plan for the Justice Studies Center of the Americas that takes into account the interests and resources of both governments and other likely donors, and that will enable the Center to contribute not only to the modernization and formulation of public policy in this area, but also to the institutional development of judicial systems in the region;

Develop an exchange of best practices and recommendations, through the meetings of ministers of justice and other appropriate mechanisms, seeking the technical and financial support of other multilateral organizations and multilateral development banks where appropriate, that are consistent with international human rights standards, to reduce the number of pre-trial detainees, institute alternative forms of sentencing for minor crimes and improve prison conditions throughout the Hemisphere;

Establish, in the OAS, an Internet-based network of information among competent legal authorities on extradition and mutual legal assistance to facilitate direct communications among them on a regular basis and to identify common problems in handling specific cases and issues that merit collective attention and resolution;

II.  SCOPE OF THE MANDATE


As established in aforementioned resolutions AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00) and AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00), the Special Group was instructed to follow up on implementation of the conclusions and recommendations adopted at the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice, which are attached to this report as Appendix I with particular emphasis on those to be executed in the framework of the OAS. 

Likewise, and in accordance with said resolutions, the Special Group is to carry out, within the program-budget of the Organization and other available resources, such activities as it deems pertinent with a view to pursuing this topic further.  These include, notably, preparation of the agenda for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice, consideration of the advisability of convening meetings of experts where relevant, and assembling reference documents for the meeting.

Finally, the Special Group has to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-first regular session, through the Permanent Council, on compliance with the tasks entrusted to it.

III. PROCEEDINGS

1.
Meetings held in 2000

Following the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice, the Special Group, which was then chaired by Ambassador Rhenan Segura, Alternate Representative of Costa Rica, held five meetings with a view, inter alia, to reviewing the conclusions and recommendations arising out of that meeting.

With respect to cyber crime, the Group again raised the matter of the questionnaire drawn up to ascertain the legal framework that is already in place in the countries of the region on that subject. The Group reiterated to the governments of member states that it was important to have their replies to the questionnaire.
/  So far answers have been received from the governments of Argentina, Brazil, Belize, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Venezuela.
/
In addition, the Permanent Council’s Special Group on Justice considered the information provided by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat of the OAS regarding the exchange and dissemination of information on this subject through the OAS web site.  At the same time participants at the meeting also discussed the possibility of deciding on a third meeting of experts to continue with the analysis, definition, and course of action to be pursued in this field, which the First Meeting described as “a criminal activity in which information systems (including, inter alia, telecommunications and computer systems) are the corpus delicti or means of committing an offense.”
/

With assistance from the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, the Special Group on Justice has been analyzing extradition, seizure of assets, and mutual legal assistance, on the one hand, and the procedures or requirements for extradition, on the other, bearing in mind observations remitted by the governments of member states.  So far observations have been received from the following countries: 

a. On the subject of extradition, seizure of assets, and mutual legal assistance:  United States, Mexico, Peru, Jamaica, Panama, Argentina, Guatemala, Honduras, and Trinidad and Tobago.
/
b. On extradition requirements:  Colombia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Chile, Panama, and Venezuela.
/
2. Meetings held in 2001
a. Visit of the Executive Director of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas
In February 2001, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs received a visit from Mr. Juan Enrique Vargas Viancos, the Executive Director of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, who told the Committee about the activities the Center had planned for this year.


In accordance with the Center’s Statute,
/ a report on activities carried out by the Center and its work plan will be presented to the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice, for the information and consideration of the Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas.

b. Network for the exchange of information regarding mutual legal assistance

On May 11, the Special Group, with the assent of the Permanent Mission of Canada, had the honor to welcome experts Patricia Dunberry and Belanger Pierre-Gilles, who had the following to say with respect to the network for the exchange of information regarding mutual legal assistance. 


a.
Aim

The aim of the network linking interested OAS member states is to improve communications between them concerning mutual judicial assistance.  It will thus be in accordance with the aim expressed by the Quebec City Summit, i.e., to strengthen our democracies.  The network will provide us with a better understanding of the criminal law and mutual judicial assistance systems with which we work in order, depending on the requirements at a given time, to improve co-operation.

The network should enable those using it to communicate more easily, to find readily and quickly the necessary adequate information, while allowing citizens to become better informed of their government’s role in this regard.  Clearly, the network follows in the wake of the focus on greater democracy through improved access to justice.


b.
Purpose

Because it would be readily available and accessible and come equipped with a search mechanism, such a network would enable users to find existing information on mutual judicial assistance in the official language of each member state.  It could also be equipped with templates accessible in the four official languages of the OAS member states, i.e., Spanish, English, French, and Portuguese.


c.
Methods

The network would include both a public and private component.  Given the limitations on the confidentiality that could be ensured with respect to digital information and the different systems used by the OAS countries, it would be wishful thinking to attempt to encrypt messages that were accessible on this network.  While a level of confidentiality could be ensured through the use of passwords, it would be more realistic, in light of the shortened lifetime provided in which to develop the network, to focus our efforts on making the network generally accessible.


d.
Contents/Results

The website could initially be used for exchanges between the four states represented in the working group and include two windows, the first private and the second public.  In the private window, OAS member states could disseminate their information in a website field restricted to OAS member states.  The public window, on the other hand, could contain basic documents, such as legislation and policies, thereby allowing a large number of citizens of the Americas to benefit:  The following are examples of documents that could be posted on the website:

· Laws on extradition and mutual judicial assistance in criminal matters,

· International instruments related to mutual judicial assistance, e.g., treaties,

· Explanatory notes concerning laws and legal doctrine,

· Policies on extradition law and mutual judicial assistance,

· Guidelines on the mutual judicial assistance application procedure,

· A checklist and an explanation of the procedure to be followed,

· A list of resource persons, including addresses and telephone numbers.

3. Preliminary draft agenda
With the support of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat, the Chair submits a preliminary draft agenda for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice.  The preliminary draft reflects the mandates contained in the conclusions and recommendations adopted at the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice and was presented in order to allow delegations an opportunity to make comments and suggest the inclusion of new topics. 

The Chair intends to resume consideration of the preliminary draft agenda for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice after the thirty-first regular session of the General Assembly. 

The following topics on the preliminary draft agenda merit particular attention: 

1. Cyber Crime


Mandates

· “Ensure follow-up to the implementation of the recommendations of the Group of Government Experts in the framework of the OAS, taking into account the need to prepare guidelines to orient national efforts in the field of cyber crime through, for instance, the development of model legislation or other pertinent legal instruments and training programs” (Third Meeting).

2. Extradition and Mutual Legal Assistance


Mandates

· Urges member states of the OAS that have not already done so to present the information requested as soon as possible in order to permit a comprehensive assessment of the situation in the Hemisphere with regard to this topic;

· Invites the OAS to disseminate that information through its web page;

· Encourages member states of the OAS to provide, in addition to the information already presented, material on the way extradition requests are handled by their executive and judicial branches;

· Emphasizes the need to promote heightened awareness among members of the legislative and judicial branches regarding their responsibility with respect to extradition;

· Resolves to strengthen cooperation and mutual confidence in this field by establishing an information network composed of competent authorities and mandated to prepare specific recommendations in the area of extradition and mutual legal assistance for consideration by said authorities prior to plenary session of the Fourth REMJA.  That network, fed by data from different legal systems in the Hemisphere, should rely as far as possible on electronic communication media, especially the Internet.

3. Application of Judicial and Juridical Cooperation Agreements in the Americas


Mandates

· “To request the General Secretariat of the OAS to prepare a study on the obstacles impeding the effective application of treaties of legal and judicial cooperation, on the basis of reports to be submitted by member states.”

· “To evaluate the application of Inter-American conventions in force in the area of legal and judicial cooperation, in order to identify measures for their effective implementation or, if appropriate, to determine whether the existing legal framework in the hemisphere should be changed.”

4. Central Authorities


Mandates

· “To recommend the OAS convene a meeting of central authorities in due course to strengthen cooperation among those authorities in relation to the various conventions on the subject of legal and judicial cooperation.” 

· “Reaffirming a recommendation already made at the second REMJA, a meeting of central authorities under OAS auspices was requested to ensure greater compliance with the obligations enshrined in the various different international legal instruments on judicial cooperation.” 

5. Prison and Penitentiary Policy


Mandates

· Recommendations from all the REMJAS. One suggestion is to convene a meeting of “Directors of Prison Administration” in order to promote the exchange of national experience and technical cooperation in prison and penitentiary policy matters.

6. Access to Justice.  Alternative Conflict Resolution and Other Mechanisms


Mandates

1. Recommendations from all REMJAS. Proposal to develop a network through the Internet on alternative dispute resolution methods.

7. Justice Studies Center of the Americas
Pursuant to its Statute, the Justice Studies Center of the Americas will submit a report to the Meeting of Ministers of Justice on its activities and work plan.

IV.
CONCLUSION

Finally, on behalf of the members of the Special Group on Justice, I should like to submit for the consideration of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the draft resolution attached to this report (Appendix II), with a view to the Committee forwarding it, through the Permanent Council, for the information and consideration of the General Assembly at its thirty-first regular session, in accordance with General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00) and AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00).
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San Jose, Costa Rica

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

(Document prepared by the Working Group to Prepare the 

Conclusions and Recommendations)

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS


At the close of discussion on the various agenda items, the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, convened in the OAS framework through resolution AG/RES. 1615 (XXIX-O/99), approved the following conclusions and recommendations, to be presented, through the Permanent Council of the OAS, to the thirtieth regular session of the General Assembly.

1.
Cyber Crime

The Third REMJA, mindful of the recommendations made by the Group of Government Experts on Cyber Crime that met at OAS headquarters in May and October, 1999, urges member states of the OAS to:

· Identify one or more agencies within their country that will have primary authority and responsibility to investigate and prosecute cyber crime;

· Take steps to enact legislation covering cyber crime, if they have not already done so; 

· Make every effort to harmonize their laws on cyber crime in such a way as to facilitate international cooperation in preventing and combating these illicit activities;

· Determine their training needs in the area of cyber crime and explore bilateral, regional, and multilateral cooperation mechanisms to meet those needs;

· Consider the possibility of becoming members of the 24-Hour/7-Day a Week Point of Contact Group, or participating in other existing mechanisms for cooperation or the exchange of information in order to initiate or receive information;

· Take steps to heighten awareness of this issue among the general public, including users in the education system, the legal system, and the justice system regarding the need to prevent and combat cyber crime;

· Consider various measures, including setting up a Voluntary Specific Fund, to support efforts to expand cooperation on this matter in the Hemisphere;

· Promote, in the framework of the OAS, the exchange of information on cyber crime and dissemination of information regarding activities in this field, including the OAS Web page on the subject;

· Monitor compliance with the recommendations of the Group of Government Experts in the framework of the OAS, taking into account the need to prepare guidelines to orient national efforts in the field of cyber crime through, for instance, the development of model legislation or other pertinent legal instruments and training programs.

2.
Extradition and mutual legal assistance
The Third REMJA welcomes the progress achieved in complying with the recommendations made at the Second REMJA, especially with regard to presentation of information on points of contact, checklists of requirements for extradition, standard forms for requesting mutual legal assistance, and glossaries of legal terms.

In this connection, it:

· Urges member states of the OAS that have not already done so to present the information requested as soon as possible in order to permit a comprehensive assessment of the situation in the Hemisphere with regard to this topic;

· Invites the OAS to disseminate that information through its web page;

· Encourages member states of the OAS to provide, in addition to the information already presented, material on the way extradition requests are handled by their respective executive and judicial branches;

· Emphasizes the need to promote heightened awareness among members of the legislative and judicial branches regarding their responsibility in respect of extradition procedures;

· Resolves to strengthen cooperation and mutual confidence in this field by establishing an information network composed of competent authorities and mandated to prepare specific recommendations in the area of extradition and mutual legal assistance for consideration by said authorities prior to plenary session of the Fourth REMJA.  That network representing the different legal systems in the Hemisphere should rely as far as possible on electronic communications media, especially the Internet;

· Exhorts member states of the OAS that have not already done so to consider the possibility of ratifying or acceding to inter-American conventions on juridical and judicial cooperation.

3.
Prison and penitentiary policy: all aspects of health in prisons
Bearing in mind the importance of all aspects of health in prisons, the Third REMJA:

· Invites member states of the OAS to seek ways to reduce overcrowding in prisons, making use, inter alia, of alternatives to imprisonment;

· Urges governments to share experiences acquired in their prison systems with respect to all aspects of the health of the prison or former prison population in order to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS, STDs, addictions and prison violence;

· Invites member states of the OAS to foster the development of cooperation projects for providing training for personnel in this area, with the support of international and national, government or nongovernmental organizations;

· Requests member states of the OAS to monitor, with the help of experts in this field, the subject of all aspects of health in prisons, with a view to identifying common problems and promoting cooperation and exchanges of information and experience;

· Invites member states of the OAS with the relevant experience to share information regarding the participation of private enterprises in the construction and/or running of penitentiaries, with a view to exploring new options for improving prison systems.

4. Access to Justice: Alternative Conflict Resolution and Other Mechanisms
With a view to improving justice administration systems, the Third REMJA:

· Reiterates its commitment to improve access to justice for the inhabitants of member states of the OAS through the promotion and use of alternative conflict resolution methods, such as recourse to flexible and expeditious judicial and extrajudicial channels contributing to democratic development;

· Urges member states of the OAS with experience in this field to offer their cooperation in developing and fostering these alternative mechanisms;

· Recommends that, as part of the legal cooperation activities being carried out by the General Secretariat of the OAS, an effort be made to foster the development and execution of cooperation programs designed to encourage recourse to alternative conflict resolution methods, in coordination with agencies active in this field in the countries of the Americas;

· Urges member states of the OAS to promote, in accordance with their respective legislation, the incorporation into educational programs of material encouraging the use of dialogue, negotiation, mediation, and other suitable approaches to dealing with conflicts that are designed to strengthen peaceful coexistence and further a culture of peace and human rights;

· Resolves to follow-up on the topic of alternative conflict resolution in the framework of the OAS, in order to continue fostering the sharing of experience and cooperation among member states of the OAS.

5. Justice Studies Center for the Americas
The Third REMJA:

· Welcomes the establishment of the Justice Studies Center for the Americas; the adoption of its Statutes; and the installation of its Board of Directors by the General Assembly of the OAS, pursuant to the mandates of the Second Summit of the Americas; 

· Takes note of the recommendations contained in the Report of the First Meeting of the Board of Directors, held in Washington, D. C. on February 24 and 25, 2000; 

· Resolves that the site for the Justice Studies Center for the Americas will be in Santiago de Chile, as provided for in the powers assigned to the REMJA under the Statutes of the Center and bearing in mind the recommendation made by the Board of Directors.  The Third REMJA thanks the governments of Argentina, Peru, the Dominican Republic, and Uruguay for their offers to provide a site for the Center and invites them to contribute their experience and technical skills in supporting the work entrusted to the Center;

· Urges the member states and Permanent Observers of the OAS to contribute voluntary funds to finance the activity of the Center, in accordance with the provisions of Article 17 of the Statutes of the Justice Studies Center for the Americas; 

· Encourages the Board of Directors to proceed with the preparation of the rules of procedures; with the signature of a Site Agreement with the Government of Chile;  with the preparation of a draft work plan for the Center; and with the appointment of its Executive Director;

· Requests the General Assembly of the OAS to proceed to approve the appointment of the person chosen by the Board of Directors as Executive Director of the Center, pursuant to Article 6 of the Statutes of the Center in order to ensure that it can start functioning as soon as possible;

· Invites the Board of Directors duly to take into account the conclusions and recommendations of the Third REMJA when devising its work plan and in the activities carried out by the Center, as provided for in Article 12 of its Statutes. 
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(Approved by the Committee at its meetings held on May 17, 2001)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the report of the Permanent Council on the conclusions and recommendations of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (CP/doc..../01);


BEARING IN MIND that in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government decided to “[c]ontinue to support the work done in the context of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas, whose Fourth Meeting will take place in Trinidad and Tobago, as well as subsequent meetings, and the implementation of their conclusions and recommendations”;


BEARING IN MIND that, through its resolution AG/RES. 1615 (XXIX-O/99), the General Assembly resolved to thank the Government of Trinidad and Tobago for its generous offer to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas and to accept that offer;

HAVING SEEN the relevance of the results of the pilot stage of the project for the network for an exchange of information on mutual legal assistance and its importance vis-à-vis the objectives of the fight against crime, facilitating access to justice and connectivity and strengthening cooperation in these areas; and

CONSIDERING:

That, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00), the General Assembly transmitted the conclusions and recommendations of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-III/doc.14/00 rev. 2), as applicable, to the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, for their implementation as appropriate;

That, pursuant to the said resolution, AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to follow up on the implementation of said conclusions and recommendations, giving special emphasis to those that are to be implemented within the framework of the OAS
; and

That, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to carry out the activities mentioned in that resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources
, 

RESOLVES:

1. To convene the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, to be held in Trinidad and Tobago in 2001, and to instruct the Permanent Council to prepare, with the assistance of the General Secretariat, the agenda,  the preliminary documents for that meeting, and to set the date.

2. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue following-up on the implementation of the conclusions and recommendations adopted by the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-III/doc.14/00 rev. 2), pursuant to the provisions of resolutions AG/RES. 1698 (XXX-O/00) and AG/RES. 1763 (XXX-O/00), and also to request the ministers of justice or ministers or attorneys general to consider continuing the project for the network for an exchange of information on mutual legal assistance and to seek to implement it throughout the Hemisphere.

3.
To instruct the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CPSC01053E01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP08433E01�











�.	The conclusions and recommendations of the First Meeting of REMJA are to be found in the document classified as REMJA-III/doc.14/00 rev. 2.


�.	REMJA/doc.33/97, Final Report of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.


� 	The conclusions and recommendations of the Second Meeting of REMJA are to be found in document REMJA-III/doc.14/00 rev. 2.


�.	AG/INF.218/98 – Summary of the President of the General Assembly on the topics discussed during the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation.


�.	The questionnaire has been published as document GE/REMJA/doc.15/99.


�.	Replies to the questionnaire by governments of member states are published in document GE/REMJA/doc.15/99 addenda.


�.	The definition of cyber crime appears in the final report of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, REMJA-III/doc.14/00 rev. 2, p. 15, point 4 Cyber Crime.  


�.	The observations made by the permanent missions on this topic are recorded in the following documents:  GE/REMJA/doc.29/99, add. 1, 2, 3,4, 5 corr 1, 6 corr. 1, 7, 8, 9, 9-a, 10, 10-a.


�.	The observations regarding extradition requirements are published in documents GE/REMJA/ doc.33/99, add. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.


�.	The Statute was adopted at the twenty-seventh special session of the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXVI-E/99).
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