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Although democratic systems are in place in all but one country of the Hemisphere today, this does not mean significant threats to the stability of democracy have not persisted.  Our democracies still face significant challenges in the area of governance, for instance.  This sometimes leads to questions about the state’s apparent inability to resolve the people’s most keenly felt problems, such as issues with sustained economic development, social welfare, and public safety.  This, in turn, can cause growing disenchantment and an erosion of commitment to the democratic system.  Can we really expect citizens to support democracy indefinitely if it appears incapable of meeting their most basic needs?

We would do well to ask ourselves whether the effective operation of the institutions that represent the rule of law is sufficient to guarantee democratic governance.  If not, what courses of action are needed to promote governance in our democracies?

Those who express these concerns tend to agree that building a classic institutional framework (reliable electoral systems, the separation and balance of powers, means of effective participation, etc.) is indispensable to the consolidation of democracy. 

This objective has usually been pursued by establishing mechanisms and institutions to curb the risks of unbridled government power.  But it has also led to counterproductive struggles between the branches of government, a notable decline in the Executive’s ability to act, and, therefore, chronic political instability.  This has made it impossible to guarantee collective security and implement institutional reforms vital to the promotion of economic development and the attainment of social welfare and equity.

So it is especially important to ask ourselves, at the dawn of the new millennium, precisely what is the problem of democratic governance in our Hemisphere and where it begins.  How should we describe it?  A consequence of the excessive fragmentation or concentration of power?  A result of presidential government, either imperial or weak and in obvious decline?  Does it stem from a sort of embryonic regime d’assemblée or from the absence of strong, responsible parliaments?


Finally, we should also look into the role these concerns should play in the Hemisphere’s political agenda and, consequently, what the role of multilateral organizations ought to be.
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