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1.
Background

The General Assembly, at its twenty-sixth regular session, through resolution AG/RES. 1393 (XXVI-O/96), convened the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI).  The General Assembly also instructed the Permanent Council to approve the draft rules of procedure and the agenda for CIDIP-VI, to submit them to the governments of the member states for approval, and to consider including on the agenda a list of eight possible topics.


In 1997, the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1472 (XXVII-O/97), urged the member states that had not yet done so to provide their comments and observations on the draft agenda for CIDIP-VI.  The draft agenda was adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth regular session, through resolution AG/RES. 1558 (XXVIII-O/98).


Pursuant to operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 1558 (XXVIII-O/98), the General Assembly also agreed at its twenty-eighth regular session to instruct the Permanent Council to convene a meeting of experts to define the precise scope of the topics proposed for CIDIP-VI, and to begin the corresponding preparatory work.

On October 21, 1998, the Permanent Council, through resolution CP/RES. 732 (1173/98), convened the meeting of experts for the purposes specified in operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 1558 (XXVIII-O/98).  The results of that meeting, held in December 1998, were published as document REG/CIDIP-VI/doc.9/98.


At its twenty-ninth regular session, the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1613 (XXIX-O/99), thanked the Permanent Council for approving the agenda and instructed the Council to set the date and place for the further meetings of experts, as well as to set the date for CIDIP-VI.  The agenda for CIDIP-VI approved by the Permanent Council through resolution CP/RES. 744 (1185/99) is:


I.
Standardized commercial documentation for international transportation, with particular reference to the 1989 Inter-American Convention on Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods by Road, with the possible incorporation of an additional protocol on bills of lading.

II.
International loan contracts of a private nature, in particular, the uniformity and harmonization of secured transactions law.

III. Conflict of laws on extracontractual liability, with an emphasis on competency of jurisdiction and applicable law with respect to civil international liability for transboundary pollution.

Through resolution CP/RES. 758 (1217/99), the Permanent Council set February 14-18, 2000, as the dates for the Second Meeting of Government Experts to Prepare for CIDIP-VI, to be held at the headquarters of the Organization.  The results of that meeting were published in REG/CIDIP-VI/doc.6/00.

The General Assembly, at its thirtieth regular session, through resolution AG/RES. 1699 (XXX-O/00), expressed its satisfaction with the outcome of the Second Meeting of Government Experts, and with the progress being made in preparing for CIDIP-VI.  The General Assembly also instructed the Permanent Council to take into account the conclusions and recommendations of the Second Meeting of Experts, to continue carrying out the necessary preparations for CIDIP-VI, and to set a date during 2001 for CIDIP-VI, in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources, bearing in mind the status of preparations for the Conference and the Government of Guatemala’s offer to host the meeting.

2. Progress of the Work

The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs considered the matter during its meetings on September 7 and 21, October 5, and November 2, 2000, and March 29, 2001.

On September 7, the Committee took note of the presentation of the Assistant Secretary for Legal Affairs, who summarized the status of the preparatory work for CIDIP-VI, and decided to ask the delegation of Guatemala to consult with its Ministry of Foreign Affairs so that the date for the Conference might be set as soon as possible.  


In response to the request of the Assistant Secretary for Legal Affairs and pursuant to the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 1699 (XXX-O/00), adopted by the General Assembly in Windsor, Canada, on September 11, 2000, the Government of Guatemala informed the Chair of the Permanent Council of its decision to hold CIDIP-VI in Guatemala City, beginning on September 19, 2001.


At its meeting of September 21, 2000, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs took up the matter and approved the date set by the Government of Guatemala.  At that time the delegations of the United States and Canada asked the delegation of Guatemala to reconsider the date it had proposed and said that it was advisable to postpone the Conference until November 2001.

At the meeting of September 21, the Committee received and took note of the status report on the preparatory work for the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI), prepared by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs
/
During the same meeting, with respect to topic III on the agenda for CIDIP-VI on conflict of laws on extracontractual liability, with an emphasis on competency of jurisdiction and applicable law with respect to civil international liability for transboundary pollution, it was decided to request the delegation of Uruguay which, it should be noted, is responsible for coordinating the preparatory work on the topic, to report on the status of that work.  Similarly, the delegations of Mexico and the United States were requested to provide progress reports on topics I and II on the agenda, for which they are responsible.


On October 5, 2000, the Director of the Department of International Law presented a report on the progress of preparations for CIDIP-VI.
/

On the same date, the delegation of the United States gave an oral presentation on the status of the drafting committees for the topics chaired by the delegation of the United States, namely, topic I, Standardized commercial documentation for international transportation, with particular reference to the 1989 Inter-American Convention on Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods by Road, with the possible incorporation of an additional protocol on bills of lading and topic II, International loan contracts of a private nature, in particular, the uniformity and harmonization of secured transactions law.


Also on October 5, 2000, the delegation of Uruguay presented a document,
/ in its capacity as chair of the drafting committee on topic III, Conflict of laws on extracontractual liability, with an emphasis on competency of jurisdiction and applicable law with respect to civil international liability for transboundary pollution. 


An informal meeting of the drafting committee on topic II, secured transactions, was called by the U.S. Chair from November 26-30, 2000, in Miami, Florida (CP/CAJP-1706/00).  Discussion at the meeting focused on the “Draft Model Inter-American Law on Secured Transactions and Commentaries,” distributed as CP/CAJP-1703/00.  The meeting also considered the “Comparison of the Two Working Documents on Secured Transactions Based on the Legal Principles of a Secured Financing System,” distributed as CP/CAJP-1710/00.

The chairs of the drafting committees have continued to work on the three topics on an informal basis.

By document CP/doc.3420/01 corr. 1, the Government of Guatemala has proposed that the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI) be held in Guatemala from November 12-16, 2001.

3. Recommendations

The Committee continued its consideration of the topic at its meeting of March 29, 2001, at which it recommended that the offer of the Government of Guatemala to host CIDIP-VI on November 12-16, 2001, be accepted, and that CIDIP-VI be convoked for that period.  The Committee also recommended that the work be continued to guarantee the success of CIDIP-VI.  These recommendations are reflected in the draft resolution annexed to this report, for the consideration and possible approval of the Permanent Council and subsequently the General Assembly.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SIXTH INTER-AMERICAN SPECIALIZED CONFERENCE ON 

PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW (CIDIP-VI)
(Considered at the meeting of March 29, 2001)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Report of the Permanent Council on the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI) (CP/doc……./01);

BEARING IN MIND that, through resolution AG/RES. 1393 (XXVI-O/96), it convened CIDIP-VI;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that, through resolution CP/RES. 744 (1185/99), the Permanent Council approved the agenda for CIDIP-VI and resolved to convene two meetings of experts prior to the specialized conference;

CONSIDERING:


That the two Meetings of Government Experts to prepare for CIDIP-VI were held at OAS headquarters on December 3 and 4, 1998, and on February 14 to 18, 2000, respectively; and


That, through resolution AG/RES. 1699 (XXX-O/00), it instructed the Permanent Council to set a date in 2001 for CIDIP-VI, in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources, bearing in mind the status of preparations for the Conference and the Government of Guatemala’s offer to host the meeting; and

BEARING IN MIND:

That, through resolution CP/RES. 705 (1132/97), the Permanent Council accepted the offer of the Government of Guatemala to host the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI);

That, through resolution CP/RES. 744 (1185/99), the Permanent Council approved the agenda for the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI); and

The proposal of the Government of Guatemala that the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI) be held in Guatemala on November 12-16, 2001 (CP/doc.3420/01 corr.1),

RESOLVES:


1.
To express satisfaction with the progress being made in preparing for the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI).


2.
To convoke the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI), in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources, for November 12-16, 2001, in Guatemala with the following agenda, approved by the Permanent Council:

a. Standardized commercial documentation for international transportation, with special reference to the 1989 Inter-American Convention on Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods by Road, with the possible incorporation of an additional protocol on bills of lading.

b. International loan contracts of a private nature, in particular, the uniformity and harmonization of secured transactions law.

c. Conflict of laws on extracontractual liability, with an emphasis on competency of jurisdiction and applicable law with respect to civil international liability for transboundary pollution.

3.
To instruct the Permanent Council to take into account the conclusions and recommendations of the preparatory Meetings of Government Experts and to continue carrying out the tasks it considers necessary to prepare for CIDIP-VI pursuant to the agenda approved by the Permanent Council. 

4.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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