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Introduction

The Permanent Council of the Organization of American States, in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1708 (XXX-O/00), instructed the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) to renew the mandate of the Working Group to Prepare the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations.

The Working Group was installed at the September 9, 2000 meeting of the CAJP, and Ambassador Ronalth Ochaeta Argueta, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, was selected as its chair.

The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations has the honor to submit the following report, to be presented to the Permanent Council.

Background

Under resolution AG/RES. 1022 (XIX-O/89), adopted in 1989, the OAS General Assembly requested that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) prepare a draft declaration on the rights of indigenous populations.


Pursuant to that mandate, the Committee held a number of meetings and consulted with government representatives, international experts, Indian leaders, and jurists specializing in this topic, with a view to drawing up the preliminary draft.  In April 1997, the Permanent Council received from the Committee the “Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” which the IACHR had approved as presented in February of that year.


In June of that same year, the OAS General Assembly expressed the view that the text of the draft should reflect the observations and recommendations of member states as well as the opinions of specialized agencies, such as the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the Inter-American Indian Institute.  In subsequent years, the states submitted specific comments and observations and participated in two meetings of government experts to study and discuss the initial draft. 


In 1999, the General Assembly, at its twenty-ninth regular session, established a working group of the Permanent Council to continue consideration of the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations.

The hemispheric importance of the content of the Proposed Declaration and the progress made by the Working Group in its study and discussion of the Proposed Declaration prompted the General Assembly, at its thirtieth regular session, held in Canada in June 2000, to extend the mandate for these efforts by way of resolution AG/RES. 1708 (XXX-O/00).

Proceedings

The Working Group was installed in September 2000 and has since held a number of meetings to comply with resolution AG/RES. 1708 (XXX-O/00). In particular, the Working Group is preparing a special meeting with the participation of representatives of the Hemisphere’s indigenous populations. A methodology for complying with the General Assembly mandates was discussed extensively and was approved at the Working Group meeting of February 6, 2001 (GT/DADIN-6/01 rev. 5).

Organization of the Special Meeting

The draft resolution attached to this report recommends that April 2 to 6, 2001 be set as the date for the special meeting at OAS headquarters of the Working Group to Prepare the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations of the Permanent Council Committee on Political and Juridical Affairs.

The core objective of the special meeting is for the States and representatives of indigenous populations in the Hemisphere to continue to discuss the content of the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations, to comply with resolution AG/RES. 1708 (XXX-O/00) and move forward with discussion of the Proposed Declaration and consideration of its possible adoption by the States.

The logistical costs of the meeting, for the rooms, translation services, and materials and documents, will be covered by the Working Group and resources for the meeting allocated in the Organization’s program-budget.

Due to the financial constraints facing the Working Group and the Organization, the cost of plane fares, room and board, and any other type of expense incurred by the participating States or representatives, will be borne by their respective governments or organizations, as appropriate.

The convocation of the meeting will be broadly disseminated through written notices and electronically on the Organization’s web page.


To prepare the list of guests, the permanent missions to the OAS have been asked to provide as much information as possible on representatives from their respective countries. The Inter-American Indian Institute, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the International Labour Organisation have also provided support.


The preparations for the special meeting, and in particular the final agenda, will be completed at upcoming meetings of the Working Group. Thematic presentations on the Proposed Declaration by international experts have been organized, to share information with the representatives of the permanent missions in preparation for the special meeting.


The Chair of the Working Group will keep the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the Permanent Council up to date on the execution of the programmed activities.

February 2001

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE THE
PROPOSED AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS 


THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations (GT-DADIN/doc.15/01);


RECALLING that, in fulfillment of resolution CP/RES. 751 (1198/99), a meeting of the Working Group was held at OAS headquarters from November 8 to 12, 1999 to continue to consider the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations and that, despite the progress made, the Working Group was not able to finish its work; and


CONSIDERING that the General Assembly, through resolution AG/RES. 1708 (XXX-O/00), decided:

1.
To request the Permanent Council to renew the mandate of the Working Group so that it may continue to consider the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations and hold at least a second meeting before the thirty-first regular session of the General Assembly, in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources.

2.
To recommend to the Working Group that it follow the procedures agreed upon for suitable participation in its work by representatives of indigenous communities, so that their observations and suggestions may be considered.

3.
To request the Inter-American Indian Institute and the Inter-American Juridical Committee to continue to advise the Working Group as necessary.

4.
Also to request the General Secretariat to publicize the efforts of the Working Group as necessary and consider the necessary measures to promote more representative involvement in the Working Group by the Hemisphere's indigenous community organizations.

5.
To request the Permanent Council to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution,

RESOLVES:

1.
To convene a special meeting of the Working Group to continue to consider the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations.

2.
To set April 2 to 6, 2001 as the date for holding the special meeting of the Working Group at OAS headquarters. 

3. To instruct the Working Group to continue to prepare for the special meeting and to adopt the measures needed to ensure adequate participation at the meeting of representatives of the Hemisphere’s indigenous communities and make it as representative as possible. 

4.
To request that the Inter-American Indian Institute, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the General Secretariat, and the organs, agencies, and entities in the inter-American system lend assistance to the Working Group, as needed.


5.
To authorize the General Secretariat to release the necessary funds from the program-budget to hold the special meeting of the Working Group.
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