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Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to request that you arrange for the distribution, as an official document, of the attached statement, given by me at the meeting of the Committee you chair on December 14, 2000.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Valter Pecly Moreira


Ambassador


Permanent Representative of Brazil to the


Organization of American States

Her Excellency

Ambassador Margarita Escobar

Chair of the Committee on Juridical

   and Political Affairs 

Statement by the Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Valter Pecly, 

at the Meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs Held on December 14, 2000

On behalf of the Brazilian delegation, I would like to thank the Chilean delegation for the report on the results of the regional conference of the Americas in preparation for the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance, the holding of which Brazil considers highly important.  My Government, as it has done from the beginning, supports the holding of this world event, convened by the United Nations General Assembly in December 1997 in response to a Brazilian initiative.


From our standpoint, the World Conference will provide an opportunity to examine issues related to traditional and present-day manifestations of racism, the emergence of new forms of slavery, trafficking in persons, discrimination against minorities, migrants, and indigenous and refugee populations, the preservation of cultural identity in multiracial societies, and even racism on the Internet.


The Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the regional conference reflected the region’s firm political commitment to fighting racism.  The Brazilian delegation, which included government officials and civil society representatives, focused its efforts on seeking agreements that would serve as the basis for a set of proposals to be drafted as contributions to the work scheduled for Durban next year.


I would point in particular to the discussions of a proposal to establish effective means of protection, legal avenues, reparation mechanisms, and compensatory and other measures at the national, regional, and international levels.  Despite the opposition of two delegations, we were able to come up with a reasonable and acceptable formula:  that reparations should take the shape of policies, programs, and measures to reverse the economic, cultural, and political harm inflicted on communities and peoples, and that these should be implemented by those states that benefited materially from the slavery of black and indigenous people and from the slave traffic itself.


The Brazilian Government is convinced that no part of the world is immune to the scourge of racism.  All societies have witnessed, to varying degrees, an escalation of intolerance and ethnic discrimination, not only as a consequence of errors and omissions by the state in its treatment of excluded groups, but also as one of the most harmful effects of globalization.  Both in our Hemisphere and in other parts of the world, taking in migrants and foreigners and embracing marginalized groups without established standards of tolerance has proven an extremely complex challenge for governments, the United Nations, our Organization, and institutions that work to protect human rights.


The Brazilian delegation has always maintained that the preparatory work for the World Conference is a special opportunity for this Organization to resume its discussion of the need for a legal framework to embody the inter-American approach to fighting racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1712 (XXX-O/00), adopted at the most recent regular session of the General Assembly.  Brazil also believes that the results of the recently concluded regional preparatory conference–the concepts, ideas, and suggestions put forth in Santiago–will contribute to this Committee’s discussions on the topic.  Along those lines, we reaffirm our support for the Committee Chair’s proposal that the states be consulted, by way of a questionnaire, on the advisability of drafting an inter-American convention against racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance.  We suggest that the questionnaire be ready for consideration by the CAJP at our first meeting of January 2001.
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