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Washington, D.C., November 1, 2000

Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency, in your capacity as Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, in response to your request for contributions to the summit process relating to the topics addressed by the Working Group on Representative Democracy, which I have the honor to chair.

Drawing upon the presentation I made as Chair of that Working Group at the informal Committee meeting held on Friday, October 27, and in consultation with the delegations, I am submitting below a number of comments and proposals in the area of democracy-building, which you may present to the Chair of the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management for appropriate action.

I hope hereby to have made a contribution that will facilitate your efforts.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 


Diego Abente Brun


Ambassador, Permanent Representative


of Paraguay to the OAS


Chair of the Working Group on


Representative Democracy

Her Excellency 

Ambassador Margarita Escobar

Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS

Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 

Working Group on Representative Democracy

Document prepared by the Chair

The challenges of democracy in the new millennium

It is important that both the Declaration and the Plan of Action reaffirm the commitment of the member states to democracy-building in the Hemisphere, with effective and timely responses to challenges emerging at the dawn of the new millennium, and that they reiterate the countries’ support to the Organization’s policy-making bodies in that regard, in particular the efforts of the Working Group on Representative Democracy geared toward the fulfillment of mandates from the General Assembly and the summit process.

The Plan of Action should invite the governments to promote OAS strategies and programs geared toward:

a. Ensuring governance and promoting the stability of our democracies;

b. Strengthening democratic institutions, making them more effective, and ensuring that they provide timely and appropriate responses to the demands of citizens;

c. Improving electoral systems in terms of representation and citizen participation, supporting initiatives that promote the strength, impartiality, and independence of institutions responsible for conducting, supervising, and assessing electoral processes;

d. Ensure public access to information and the accountability of public administrations, encouraging good governance and confidence in democratic institutions and the political system.

It is also important that the Plan of Action mention that, in order for such strategies to succeed, there must be:

a. A vigorous process of self-sustaining, equitable development, the benefits of which must reach all segments of the population, especially those that are most vulnerable, through sustained national efforts and hemispheric solidarity; 

b. A populace instilled with democratic values, better informed, and endowed with greater power to participate in the decision-making process and promote good governance;

c. Stronger alliances and mechanisms for cooperation and exchange with other democratic nations and support to all initiatives designed to strengthen democracies in the Hemisphere and the world over. 

The following activities should be promoted within the OAS in follow-up to the mandates issued at the previous summits:

Education for democracy

a. Renew support to the education-for-democracy initiative, including proper follow-up to the mandate of the Second Summit in this area, with emphasis on progress made and obstacles encountered in this regard, for consideration as a priority topic at an upcoming Meeting of Ministers of Education.

Decentralization and local government

a.
Reaffirm support for the initiative to strengthen municipal and regional administrations, including support to cooperation programs geared toward modernizing departmental and municipal administrations; policy design that effectively brings citizens into the local government decision-making process; express support for a meeting, in the OAS context, of ministers and government officials responsible for policies on decentralization, local government, and citizen participation at the municipal level, in keeping with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1760 (XXX-O/00).

Strengthening democratic institutions:  support to legislative processes and electoral institutions, and promotion of democratic values and practices.

a.
Programs of support to national and local legislatures, regional parliaments, and academic institutions, promoting dialogue and interparliamentary cooperation on the following topics:  streamlining legislatures, both administratively and technically; interagency relations among branches of government; relations with civil society; budget management and control; parliamentary ethics; computerization of the legislative process; and the role of the legislature in the regional integration process.

b.
Programs providing technical assistance with elections, computerization of electoral processes, modernization of voter and civil registries.

c.
Human resource training programs to teach democratic values and practices, including the promotion, exchange, and training of young leaders in each subregion, in collaboration with government and academic institutions of the member states.

Proposed changes to the note presented by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the topic of democracy

Introductory paragraph

It is important that both the Declaration and the Plan of Action reaffirm the commitment of the member states to strengthening the Hemisphere’s democracies with effective and timely responses to the challenges emerging in the new millennium, and that they also reaffirm support for the efforts of OAS policy-making bodies in this area, especially those of the Working Group on Representative Democracy to implement mandates issued by the General Assembly and the summit process.

a. Recognize that democracy, in order to be viable, also requires a vigorous process of self-sustaining, equitable economic development, the benefits of which must reach all segments of the population, especially those most vulnerable, through a sustained national effort and hemispheric solidarity, a populace instilled with democratic values, and stronger alliances and mechanisms for cooperation and exchange with other democratic nations in support of all initiatives that are designed to strengthen democracies in our Hemisphere and the world over. 

b. Renew support for the education-for-democracy initiative, including proper follow-up to the mandate issued at the Second Summit in this area, with emphasis on progress made and obstacles encountered, for possible consideration as a priority topic at an upcoming Meeting of Ministers of Education. 

c.
Reaffirm support for the initiative to strengthen municipal and regional administrations, including support to cooperation programs geared toward modernizing departmental and municipal administrations; policy design that effectively brings citizens into the local government decision-making process; express support for a meeting, in the OAS context, of ministers and government officials responsible for policies on decentralization, local government, and citizen participation at the municipal level, in keeping with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1760 (XXX-O/00).
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