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Washington, D.C. September 28, 2000

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency, in your capacity as Chair of the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management, and to bring to your attention the activities that the Working Group on Representative Democracy of the Permanent Council will be carrying out in the 2000-2001 period.  This information complements that given to you by Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, in her note dated September 27, 2000.

As you know, over the past decade the Organization has been making major contributions to the promotion and protection of representative democracy by adopting instruments and taking steps to preserve, strengthen, and promote democracy in the Americas. 

Following resolution AG/RES. 1080 (XXI-0/91), the 1992 “Protocol of Washington,” and other instruments, we now have AG/RES. 1724 (XXX-O/00) “Strengthening Democracy:  Special Fund” adopted by the General Assembly in Windsor, Canada, which establishes a permanent specific fund financed by voluntary contributions to preserve, strengthen, and consolidate representative democracy in the Hemisphere.

Through resolution AG/RES. 1721 (XXX-O/00), the thirtieth regular session of the General Assembly held in Windsor, Ontario, Canada instructed the Permanent Council, acting through the Working Group on Representative Democracy, inter alia to:  (a) “…consider presenting the report on activities related to execution of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas related to democracy (5.b.); (b) study and approve, by the end of 2000, the UPD Work Plan for 2001, ensuring that said plan includes activities in support of the mandates related to the promotion and defense of democracy, and assigned to the OAS, that arose out of the plans of action of the Summits of the Americas (5.e.); and (c) consider periodically inviting experts to give presentations on topics selected by the Working Group, including electoral participation, political parties, decentralization, institutional weaknesses, and access to information (5.d)…”.

The above-mentioned resolution also instructed the General Secretariat to give semiannual presentations to the Permanent Council on its activities with regard to the democracy-related mandates from the Summits of the Americas (6.c.) and to foster closer cooperation between the UPD and the various organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS working in areas related to the promotion and defense of democracy (6.b.).

Ambassador Peter Boehm

Permanent Representative of Canada

Chair of the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management


In light of these mandates, the Working Group that I chair will start by paying special attention to the points specified above.  With regard to the report on activities associated with execution of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas related to democracy, the Working Group will examine the updated inventory to be submitted by the General Secretariat with a view to identifying the activities carried out in this field by the UPD and other organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization and assessing the degree of coordination among them. 


With respect to the UPD Work Plan for 2001, the Working Group has informed the Office of the Executive Coordinator, through its Chair, of its concern that scheduled activities directly related to the mandates of the Summits of the Americas be identified as such, in order to make it easier for Delegations to study and monitor them.  The Chair of the Working Group considers that in preparing that Plan, as in previous years and pursuant to Executive Order 95-6 of the General Secretariat, which restructured the UPD under the Plan of Action of the First Summit of the Americas in Miami, the UPD will pay priority attention to the following areas: 

1. Democratic institution-building; (a) support for legislative institutions and processes; (b) promotion of democratic values and practices; and (c) support for decentralization, local government, and citizens’ participation. 

2. Electoral Technical Assistance:  (a) organizational and technological improvements in electoral institutions; (b) modernization and strengthening of registry offices; (c) reform of electoral systems; and (d) studies and research.

3. Information  and Dialogue – Democratic Forum:

4. Special programs: (a) OAS Propaz; b) Governance; c) Support for recently formed governments; and (d) Electoral Observation Missions.

The UPD is currently implementing the Work Plan for 2000, which was adopted on January 13, 2000.  As scheduled in that Work Plan, the UPD recently presented the Working Group with reports on its activities in the first and second quarters. 

As regards the Organization’s observation of electoral processes in the Hemisphere in 2000, it is my pleasure to advise you that the General Secretariat, acting through the heads of electoral observation missions or through the reports that the Unit for Promotion of Democracy periodically submits to the Working Group, has reported that missions have been formed to observe elections in Haiti, Peru, the Dominican Republic, Suriname, Venezuela, and Paraguay, in response to invitations from the respective governments of those member states of the Organization.  Although the Organization does have a voluntary specific fund to finance activities related to electoral observation missions, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1637 (XXIX-O-99), adopted in Guatemala, the General Secretariat resorts to outside sources to form such missions, with contributions from donor countries, members of the Organization, or permanent observer states.

Finally, with respect to the participation of experts in the tasks carried out by the Working Group, the Chair has proposed holding special meetings to foster political discussion of topics related to the promotion and strengthening of democracy, with the participation of specialists in this area and the support of entities and organizations working in this field.  These special meetings, in which experts participate, will enrich and breathe new life into the Organization’s activities in this area and may constitute significant contributions to the Summits Process.  With this in mind, the Chair has pinpointed and proposed the following items for discussion at three special meetings:  (a) electoral systems, political parties, and citizens’ participation and representation; (b) access to information and accountability; and (c) institutional weaknesses and democratic governance.  During the first meeting of the Working Group, held on September 26, 2000, several delegations said they would like to see, in addition to these items, analysis of poverty as a factor that thwarts or weakens the democratic process and economic and social development.

In the hope that this may be of use to Your Excellency, I avail myself of the opportunity to convey renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 


Diego Abente Brun


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Paraguay
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