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Mr. Paul Spencer,

Advisor-Coordinator

Offices of the General Secretariat

  in the Member States

Office of the Assistant Secretary General

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C. 20006


Dear Mr. Spencer:


During the recent meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) held in Washington, D.C., on February 8, 2000, IICA’s delegation suggested modification of Article 11 of the IACNDR Draft Statutes following the tradition used for this kind of committee, permitting that all decisions be taken by consensus.  This will maintain concordance with the number of members by organizations established in Article 1.


Also, we suggest the following changes:

c. Article 3: “The purpose of the Committee is to serve as the principal forum of the Inter-American System for addressing matters related to natural disasters, in coordination with competent national, regional, and international organizations, in order to analyze and put forward appropriate solutions for dealing with the consequences unleashed by natural forces.”

d. Add:  “d) To request member states to provide copies of current laws and regulations governing natural disasters in order to maintain a complete and up-to-date file that will provide a better basis for proposing both general solutions and others tailored to each region’s specific circumstances.”


Sincerely,


John A. Miranda


Director, Northern Regional Council and


Representative in the United States
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