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Summary of the meeting of December 2, 1999

1. Continuation of the "Dialogue on the Inter-American System for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”
a. Presentation by the delegation of Canada: With regard to the invitation by the Chair of the Committee, the Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Peter Boehm, gave a presentation in which he discussed the obstacles his country faces in acceding to the various inter-American human rights instruments.  Within this context, he reaffirmed Canada’s commitment to strengthening the inter-American human rights system, and put forward various proposals for consideration in the process of amending the Regulations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

In addition, he discussed the ad hoc working group on human rights established during the November 22 events in San José, Costa Rica.  He expressed hope that the group would examine the issue of implementing the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and that all member states would participate fully in that effort.

The Committee decided to publish the statement made by the Permanent Representative of Canada.
/
b.
Strengthening and Improvement of the Inter-American System.  Consideration of  Section II.A of the Annotated Agenda: Protection (Procedures and Rapporteurs). (CP/CAJP-1560/99/rev. 1): The Committee began consideration of the second part of the dialogue, on strengthening and improving the inter-American system with respect to procedures and rapporteurs. In that connection, the Chair gave a brief account of the presentation of Professor Robert K. Goldman, Chair of the IACHR.  He added that it would be advisable to suggest that the IACHR draw up some possible principles and criteria for the work of the rapporteurs.  He also reported that, at the request of the delegation of Bolivia, that country’s proposals to amend the IACHR Regulations have been published as a Committee document (CP/CAJP-1591/99).

The delegations participating in the discussion addressed the following issues, among others: direct participation by petitioners in proceedings before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; deadlines; appointment of and procedures for rapporteurs of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; opening of cases; reports on admissibility, precautionary measures, and the confidentiality of proceedings; friendly settlement mechanisms, and follow-up hearings.

Finally, the Chair said that a working document would be prepared and revised on an ongoing basis to reflect points of agreement and the overall consensus on the various issues addressed throughout the dialogue. 

2. Continued consideration of the item “Parliamentary Network of the Americas” [AG/RES. 1673 (XXIX-O/99)]
The Committee heard the presentation by the Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Peter Boehm, on the informal meeting of parliamentarians from several countries concerning preparations for the meeting to be held in March, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1673 (XXIX-O/99).

In noting the presentation by Canada, the Chair expressed concern over the pursuit of parallel initiatives outside the course of action previously agreed upon by the Committee.  In that context, he called on all member states to coordinate fully with the Committee on any initiative that might arise, so as to ensure successful preparation for the March meeting. 

With a view to efficient use of available resources and increased participation by parliamentarians, the Committee decided to coordinate the scheduling of the meeting of chairs of foreign relations committees, or equivalent bodies, of the parliaments or national congresses of the member states and the Meeting of Parliamentarians on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, for which the Committee on Hemispheric Security is responsible, so that the two are held in succession.  The meetings have been tentatively scheduled for March 29 to 31, this being contingent upon the availability of space. The delegations were also requested to provide at their earliest convenience the names and titles of those who are to be invited to the meeting.


The representative of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), Dr. Rubén Perina, placed before the Committee, for its consideration, guidelines for a possible agenda, draft letters of invitation to the meeting, and third-person notes requesting information on officials of the legislative bodies of each member state, as well as a working document prepared by the UPD with assistance from the Office of Summits Follow-up, underscoring the major items on the inter-American agenda. 


Various delegations proposed amendments to the documents presented and underscored the importance of close coordination with the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security in all matters concerning the Meeting of Parliamentarians on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures. 

3. Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI). Continued consideration of the implementation of resolution CP/RES. 744 (1185/99), in the light of documents CP/doc.3220/99 and CP/CAJP-1579/99
The Committee considered and approved, with amendments, a draft resolution setting the date and venue for the Meeting of Experts to Prepare for the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI).  The resolution is to be submitted  to the Permanent Council for consideration and possible approval.

4.
Other business
Bearing in mind the significance of this topic to the work of the Committee, the Chair reported that, on December 16, there would be a meeting on the ceremonies to commemorate the anniversaries of the American Convention on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, which were held in San José, Costa Rica, with the Secretary General in attendance.
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