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I. INTRODUCTION
Resolution AG/RES. 2294 (XXXVII-O/07) was adopted at the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS.  Through it, the Organization reaffirmed that the adoption of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples remains a priority for the OAS, emphasizing the importance of full and effective participation by the indigenous peoples in the process of preparing the Draft Declaration.

In the aforementioned resolution, the General Assembly also renewed the mandate of the Working Group so as to complete the final stage of negotiations for the Draft Declaration, on the basis of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.301/07) and taking into consideration the “Compendium of Proposals of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus” (GT/DADIN/doc.255/06 rev. 2 and add. 1), the other relevant documents of the Working Group, and the proposals put forward by member states and indigenous peoples’ representatives.

In the above-cited resolution the General Assembly thanked the governments that have held consultations with their indigenous peoples on the Draft Declaration under negotiation in the framework of the OAS and invited other governments to continue such consultations.

II. THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING GROUP (2006-2007)
The Working Group held nine regular meetings during the 2006-2007 term; of these, three were held in the second half of 2006 (September 8, October 10, and November 9) and six in the first half of 2007 (January 17, February 22, March 6, and May 8, 11, and 16).  In addition, three meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus were held between December 2006 and April 2007.  The Eighth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus was held on December 4 to 8, 2007, and the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus was held on January 22 to 26, 2007; both at the headquarters of the Organization in Washington, D.C.  The Tenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus was held on April 23 to 27, 2007, in La Paz, Bolivia.

On November 9, 2006, the Working Group adopted a Methodology for Promptly Concluding the Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The methodology, the negotiations for which took up a good deal of the delegations’ time, proved very useful for organizing the handling of the various proposals put forward.

In February and March 2007, the Vice Chair, Ambassador Reinaldo Cuadros, held informal consultations to review the problems delaying the signing of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

On March 26, 2007, the Working Group presented the draft resolution, “American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.293/07), which was adopted by the General Assembly meeting in Panama City in June 2007.
III. OFFICERS

At its meeting of September 13, 2007, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs elected Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the Organization of American States, as Chair of the Working Group for the 2007-2008 term. The Vice Chairs of the Working Group will be elected during the Group’s first meeting.
IV. MANDATE

Through resolution AG/RES. 2294 (XXXVII-O/07), “American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” the OAS General Assembly meeting in Panama City, Panama, in June 2007, instructed the Working Group to continue holding its meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus, so as to complete the drafting of the Draft Declaration, on the basis of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.301/07) and taking into account the “Compendium of Proposals of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus Held by the Working Group” (GT/DADIN/doc.255/06 rev. 2 and add. 1) and other pertinent documents of the Working Group.
Likewise, the aforementioned resolution requests the Permanent Council to instruct the Working Group to:

· Hold a special two-day meeting at OAS headquarters between September and October, 2007 and before scheduling the Eleventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for points of Consensus, in order to engage in a process of reflection regarding the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  The outcomes and recommendations of the two-day meeting of the Working Group will be presented the following day to a special meeting of the Permanent Council by the Chair of the Working Group and the Leaders of the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus. The Permanent Council will consider those recommendations on how to strengthen the negotiation process in the presence of representatives of the indigenous peoples.

· Hold up to three meetings of negotiations of up to five days each, between October 2007 and March 2008, at least one of which shall be held at OAS headquarters.

· Continue to take the appropriate measures to ensure continuing transparency of, and effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples in, the negotiation meetings in the quest for points of consensus.

In this process an effort must be made to facilitate the forging of consensus so as to address the most pressing concerns of the indigenous peoples as well as the needs of all member states, in the preparation of the Draft Declaration.

This work plan is subject to any changes the Group itself might approve or that are needed in accordance with the progress made with the tasks assigned to the Group, in order to ensure optimum results. 


This plan will serve as a general framework for the work of the Group in the 2007-2008 term and is presented on this occasion for its consideration.

Ambassador Reinaldo Cuadros

Chair of the Working Group to Prepare

the Draft American Declaration on 

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
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	RESOLUTION
	TITLE
	MANDATE
	AREA RESPONSIBLE

	AG/RES. 2294 (XXXViI-O/07)
	Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
	1. RENEWAL OF MANDATE. To renew the mandate of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to continue holding its meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus, so as to complete the drafting of the Declaration.

2. REQUEST TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL. Request the Permanent Council to instruct the Working Group to:

· MEETING OF REFLECTION. Hold a special two-day meeting at OAS headquarters before scheduling the Eleventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, in order to engage in a process of reflection regarding the Draft. 

· MEETINGS OF NEGOTIATIONS.  Hold up to three meetings of negotiations of up to five days each, between October 2007 and March 2008;

· TRANSPARENCY AND INDIGENOUS PARTICIPATION.  Continue to take the appropriate measures to ensure continuing transparency of, and effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples in, the negotiation meetings in the quest for points of consensus; 

· FOLLOW-UP. Follow up on this resolution, which will be implemented within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, and present a report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.

3. REQUEST TO THE SELECTION BOARD. Request the Selection Board of the Specific Fund to continue to work according to the principles established in resolution CP/RES. 873 (1459/04), “Amendments to the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” so as to ensure greater transparency, and to provide more information in its report on the specific reason(s) for choosing each beneficiary, ensuring that the assessments made are detailed and specific.
4. GUIDELINES FOR REFLECTION. To facilitate the forging of consensus, the Chair will proceed to present all delegations with a guidelines document for the Meeting of Reflection, for which all member states, the Caucus, and advisors are cordially invited to submit suggestions.
5. REQUEST TO THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT. Request the General Secretariat of the Organization to continue to lend its valuable support to the process of drafting the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; and to thank it for its ongoing contributions to that process.
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VI.
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES
2007 – 2008
	DATE
	MEETING

CAJP/GT/RDI 
	ACTIVITY

	October 
	16
	· Election of Vice Chair
· Summits Report on the Fund 

· Presentation of the Group’s Work Plan
· Preparations and considerations for the Special Meeting of the Group
· Other business (to be determined)

	November
	(12-14)
	· Special Meeting (Process of reflection on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples) 
· Presentation of Recommendations at a Special Meeting of the Permanent Council

	November 
	26
	· Preparation of the Eleventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus
· Other business (to be determined)

	December
	(3 - 7)
	· Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus
· Other business (to be determined)

	January
	22
	· Preparation of the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus

· Other business (to be determined)

	January - February
	(28 - 1)
	· Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus

· Other business (to be determined)

	February
	25
	· Preparation of the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus

· Other business (to be determined)

	March 
	(3-7)
(10-14)
	· Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus

· Other business (to be determined)

	April
	8
	· Consideration of the draft report to the CAJP
· Consideration of the draft resolution
· End of tasks
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