
40 years of female Global Leadership! 



Karin Orsel 
• CEO MF Group 
• President WISTA International
• Vice Chairman of the International Chamber of Shipping 



History

• In 1974, in the UK a handful of women brokers involved in the tanker
market met for a Christmas lunch in London. Over the years, contacts from
overseas were invited to join the meeting and the group expanded
throughout Europe to include women from other areas of shipping.

• In 1981, the first WISTA annual conference was held in Hamburg,
Germany. Since that time, an annual conference has been held in 20
different countries.

• This year the WISTA conference will place for the 34th time, the event will
be held on 6-8 October in Limassol , Cyprus
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Facilitate the exchange of contacts, information 
and experiences among its members

Promote and facilitate the education of its 
members 

Provide liaison with other related institutions and 
organizations worldwide

Attract highly qualified people to the industry 

Attract highly qualified people to the 
organization 

Improve level of competency through focus on 
education and knowledge sharing 

Mission

Vision 



Professional 

Dynamic

Values



Open minded

Committed

Values



Katerina Stathopoulou
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Jasamin Fichte,

UAE 

Middle East  

Rachel Lawton 

UK 

Treasurer , Russia 

Karin Orsel
The Netherlands

President

Consuelo Rivero
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Secretary, Europe

Tosan Edodo-Emore
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African Region 

Jeanne Grasso 

USA 

North & South 

America’s 



Shipping categories

Bulk / Multi Purpose

Container

Cruise

Dredging

Inland shipping 

LNG

Offshore

Tankers

Tugs/ Towage 

Yacht

Others



Functional category
Accountancy Sale & Purchase Brokers

Advisor / Consultancy Seafarers

Associations Ship Builders 

Chartering Ship Manager

Civil service (Coast Guard, Maritime 
administrations) Ship Owner

Classification Society Ship Recycling

Education/ Acadamy Ship Supplier

Financial Institutions Students

Human Resource

Insurance Trading

Lawyers Others 

Ports

PR, Sales & Marketing

Press 



Business 
relationships

International 
network 

Mentoring

Education
Sharing 

knowledge

Improving 
members 

competence

Friendships 



Developing a Strong Worldwide Network



Building  business partnerships with other organizations

http://www.iaphworldports.org/IAPHHOME.aspx
http://www.intertanko.com/


Challenges the shipping industry is facing



How can we attract  young people to our industry? 





Just because you don’t see it,  doesn’t mean it isn’t there 



Promote our industry



Encourage 
maritime peers 

to undertake 
the role of 

being a role 
Model and 

Mentor 



Meet WISTA’s 
Role Models 



Great Ideas Come From Everywhere…



Identify Role models within the industry and Support 
and promote them!

If you can’t find a good role model, be one!


