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IMO AND THE SHIF/PORT INTERFACE

— ”:'mttﬂm fo the
it Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports
of the Organization of American States (OAS)

by JO Espinosa Ferrey
Head. Latin América and Caribbean Sectinn, Technical Co-aperation Division
Interuntionsl Maritime Organizationg (1M

Thank you, Mr ﬁ:ﬁdmu;fwgisﬁgmﬂp:ﬂuwdwmm;rmupthmmlﬁuum aof ihe
Intetnational Marwirne Organization. and its relationship to pors. | have brought & limuted: sumber o
materials on some oF the relevant nubjécts that are Svailable (o the delegates. Virually all the matenals
arg availabie on our websie

Ibelivve it has Hean some time dince IMO was present at a meeting held utler the aurpives of the (IAS -
with which IMO has an agreement of eo-operation — but | am certain that there will be firiher oveasions
since it 15 the wish of owr Secretary-General, Mr Williom ©'Neil, fo increase mutial co-operation and
exchinges between our twis organs

As port experts ang officils; shiere 13 no doabt that sll of vou have beard of IMO) and its fiinetioas in
relation {0 the maritime sectar The Crgamization was established mn e late 1950s 18 a specislized
apency ol the United Nations, 0'act a5 an inter-govermental forum figr the adoprion of mternational
ruies and sandards govemning mastime safiety, the prevention und control of marine pollution frotn ships.
the development of mantme legsstation and the fucifitation of ouritime traffic

IM(Y's tegulniory. framewdrk is conained s internations) Conventions, as well a5 in relsied Codes,
rssolutions, swidelines and recommendations. This framewiork covess a wille spectnun of toples mnpng
from the comstmuction and equipment of ships. and their operanion and manmng. to the environmental
measures that need 1o be w place to prodec the oceans i sem from the pollntion that muy be coused by
shipping sctvities

The ship/port intecface (SP'1)

What perhaps i not so well known, is that IMO's activities in the field af salety and emvirotimental
piotection in ports are & old as the Organization nsell  And this is beeause every safoty of
‘environmeital prosising implemented on berard ships impsots tn one way or the other on the pons

Hawever, it was really omly in the earfy 1990s thar IMO bogss giving formal, bt indtennthg aticntion to
the impact of shipping activites in port arcas. Indeed, it was at the wmtmive of the Seeretury-Genersl
than, i 1992, the Organization beian develping o sirsteny foe ship/pon interface and the methods 10
mplement it A Working Group was established for that purpose and the siralegy was approved thiough
resofution A 7R619), adopred by IMO's Assembly in 1995 As o result, it was agreed that the SPI
Warking Group ahould remain in existence to

* act as @ forum of co-ordmanion between itiernations] organizations on muatters relating 1o the
ship/part interface
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identify reluted subjects

establish and updaste objectives 1o be achieved in respoct of cach subject identified
compile a global nventory of work and publications on those subjects

identify areas for further work by IMO

dentify and prioritize the needs of countries in relation to the ship‘port micrface.

The SPT Group functions under the overall diréetion of IMOVs Faciliation Commities where other

ship/port mterface matters are dealt with such as documentary rements and procedirzs for the
clennnce of ships, persons and carpees. g

However, because of s mubi-dissiphinasy nature, the Ciroup also reports to IMCO's Maritime Safeiy
Commitiee anid Manine Environment Protection Commitice, and jis work covers:n wide vanety of wpiey
The following is u representative list of subjects handled by the SPf Group

* wmpection programmes on freight containers, othér cargo tankport wnis and vehicles
= communications between marnitinie Administrations and port Awthoritics

¢ promotion of EDI tn mmatters relating 1o the sfety, efficiency: and mmnapgeiment of the
shup/port mterface

Tevision of guidelnes for packing caren tranaport units (CT1s)

ettsblishment and operation of port receplion facilities for ship-generated wastes, inclnding
development of model courses on carpo handling in port areas

EMmetgency preparcdness and refponse in-port aress

the pronision of fug asststance

comtinuovs updating of the bibliography on 5P sibjects

Mr. Presdeor | would hirve Iiked 1o distribute s thes meeting the report of the SPI Group's tast scssion -
which was held in Seplember — 3o that delegates might see the satent and scope of the work bomp carrsil
ot While the report hat not vel been published in fiml form, | will certamly forward it 1o this
Commminee s Secreninat in due coire

& & = &

With this brief overview on the objectives of the Sl Group, | wonld now like o tum 1o specific aspects
of IMO's work thit affoet the ship/pin intgrlace

Safeiy of nuvigation

IMO wass established prineipally 1o ensure maritime safety nsd promote qualisy shipping  While s great
deal of IMUY'S work i these fields concerns the design, equipment and operation of ships, other isues
include the estublishment of vesse! traffic systoms and nids to navigation, as well as the sdantfication and
eliitittion of subwstindrd ships,

| mention the latier two because of their refevance fo ports For example, m sceordance with our
International Convention for the Safety of Life a1 Sez (SULAS), vessel tmaific systems can be put in place
by Guvernmerts 1o contribute 1o the safety snd efficicncy of navigation and the prosection of the msine
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EnVIrDEme|, Tyﬁuﬂy.mﬂm-tmbynﬂimlmmﬂmwhm:m
mrmmfmby.m'm&muﬂpimuﬁwmﬂmﬁiu. Likevnze, aids 10 pavigation - which
are also regulated by IMO imstruments - are most often provided, maintained and financed through ports,
Regarding the promotion af quality shipping, IMO has a two-part approach. The first part - which is flag
State implementution - implics obligations on countries registering ships to ensure that their vessals arc
safie and 10 identify and eliminate sub-standard ships.
M-WMW#MMmmﬂwmrmipﬁwmthﬂmm
to inspect such vessels, detain them if defiiencies are found, and indeed ban them fram thetr territaral
waters  This is the second part of IMO's approach. It 3= callsd port State comtrol and it is & nphy
normally exercised by the mantime Admumistmtion of the country receiving the forcigm vessels. In
principle, thesefore, there i€ no direet linkage 10 the por suthoritics, wlthough thetr co-operation 15
required to ficilitate port State contral inspections.

Om the other hand, in Latin America most of the maritime Administrations wro actually run by the
mational Navies who - it tiro - may have delegaied certain port State control dutiss 1o the port eaptancics
that fall under their jurisdsction. Iy the Caribboan, there are ooe ar two mantime Administrations thist are

MO consadens the buildung of capacities for port State contrel one of §is priscipal activities - and we
have taken a reponal approach on the subject  Together with 11O we have helped the countries of this
region to adopt part State cotitrol agreements - one for Latin America and another for the Canbbags - and
with the suppont of Canada and the USA we are trining port Stabe control officers and inispectors 1o mve
effect to Those ngresments 2ad to co-operale regonally for the identiffcation and elmination of
subestandisd ships i the Amencas

In thut contoxt, our activities have o difect beneficial impact an ports either beciuse we are training
persannel associated with your mstnunons, or beenuse the progressive elimination of sub-standard ships
wil stgmificanly reduce the thremt of marine aceidents and pollution in port arcas and approoches

* Port saferw

Perhups the single most important aspects of IMO's work m relation to port sfefy concemn the safc
loading and ualoading of vessels and the handling of danperous goods. Most of this work comes under
the mandaiz of IMO’s Sub-Committee: on Dangevois Goods, Solid Cargoes and Contamers - o the DSC
Sub-Cormnittes — which t5 charged with developing the related globul rules and sandards. Naratly, the
SM Workitig Group is also involved and bue contnbauted significantly 10 tat Sub-Commintee’s work In
this commection, 1 would highlight the following matiers that are currently on IMO's sgenda

The SPI Warking Group will be continuing its wark on & model course for safe and secore packing of
CTUs, which is expecied 1o be completed in 2001, By 2002, the Group 1= also expecied b have
developed a manual on loading and unloading of sohid bafk cargoes which can be ued by termins]
representaives — and others mvolved in such operations — 1o rain their personne] on the safe toading of
bulk cirviees. In this maniner, and in conjunction with olher measures adopted by IMO to ersure the
safety of soch vessels, the Orpanization 1= secking (6 reverse the number of bulk-carfier casualties that
are caised] by ovenlpadmy
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Al by 2002, and at the request of the industry organizations, the Group will have developed plobal and
and MO bave felt 2 need to address this issue because, tmditionlly, port manine personnel hiave been
seafurers by origin who then join seaports e o second caresr on share  Howeves, recent projections are
showing that there will be a shortage of seafarers i the medium-term future and, consequently, a
possible sacupm m the pool of seafuring persoonel thet can carry oul port manne Activibies
Accordingly, it i probable that future port masine persommel may be joming seaports as a first career -
that s, without the traditional seafirers’ truming — and IMO therefore deems it essenfial t0 have
gmdelines on thew minimum taning requirements m order 10 ensure port fety, and environmental

Funally, the 05C Sub-Conmunee and the SFI Group have also worked together in the redisipn of the
Imterational Maritime Dangerous Goods Code (IMDG Code) which has recently been the subject of a
major tevision and refoematting  The new version — known @ amendment 30 - s expested 10 be.
approved next vear by the DSC Sub-Commitiee and it will contain a pew Séction 28 which adidresses the
Trining reguirements for shore-based personnie! imvolved in the transport of dangerous goods.

The mitroduction of the new Code —and the other pont safety matenials to which | have refemred - will no
douby stumulate damand for mcressed tmining on their application and this will have 1o be addrssed by
IMO | would suggest that these, and similar subjects, are matters on which IMO could coltaborate with
tegional otgancutions such as the OAS, and this particular Committes, in arder to maximize effort and
tesdiirees in building ffective port capacitics

Part security

Mr President, ns regands port secunty, there are several topics which IMO is currently desling with. | am
wware lal this Comminee and its Secretarsat have sdiressed the maner. and thit regional and natico!
trititiing events have been camied ou regularly,  This 100 is 3 subject on which joitit co-operation with
1M could be beneficial, far the fillowing reasons.

Theough an agreemient with Uinited Stames Coast Guard, an officer has hesn secouded to IMO 10 serve 5=
i adviser 10 the Wider Caribbean countries on several matters, including pant securty. The officer &
stationed s Cusagao, @ whit we call the Regional Marine Pollidion Emergency, Information and
Training Centre (REMPETTC-Canb)  His services mre it the disposat of the countnes.

A'related issue which is very high on IMO's agends is piracy and srmed robbery ngsinst ships  The
mumber of such incidents has been on the merense world-wide wnd has led IMO to develop gindance -
thrpugh eireulars sind resolutions - for shipowners, ship-managers, crews, maritime snd pon anthoribies
and othors. The apphication of such guidance - which meludes measures for bilmteral and nuhilsteral co-
pperation - s broupht soime bedeficial cosults insofr as the incidence of such acts may be fanening
it if ot declining.

bn/the Americas. such ncts have 5o fas been hmiited to armed robbery against ships in ports or at anchor
However, because of the increase i the number of such acts in this region, in October 1998 IMO fielded
& missian af evperts to assess the situition and 1o deliver a regional seminar i Brasilin on that suhject
The repart of the mission and seminar was considered by IMO's Maritime Safety Commitice i May
1999 Based on the results of that work, and simitar missions and seminars held in other regions, IMO s
now developing revised guidance for the global shipping and port community on the prevention and
sufifiression of such acts
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Mgm%mﬁmﬂmﬂhmmtuﬂlmmmhm Firsi, there
appeared o be & drug-related nspect 16 some of the attacks am ships that have occurred in the region’s
ponn Mlm.ﬁmumlmmuhhmlhsmmmﬁ:mﬁw&mu
Mﬂ-hmh-ﬂ-mmmmmwmmmhwsﬁ
integrating anti-drug enfc with anti-piracy and pon scounity effons I believe this Committee has
m-m%wmmmmwanmmmmrywm-memum
beneficial to 1

Secondly, the Brasilia seminar adopted & resoluticn requestmg IMO 0 develop, as a matier of urgency,
an imernational Code for the investigntion of such scts, as well as recomnmendations on appropriste
pumishmints Chur Marinme Safoty Committee has responded pemitively to the nequest and work i now

Heturming mtﬁﬁﬂikhhgﬁlﬂidduhm_ghjhip;mdmnhuulﬂlhmuﬂnmmm&:[nu
session i November 1907, the IMO Assambly adapted resolution A-872(20) wiuch bears the long title
u_r"l;imiﬂin:nfhdwwmmnmﬂ%ﬁmﬂhm@hgnfmuﬁ.mmﬂmWn
and precursor chomicals oo ships engaged internations] marfime traffic™ These puidalines were
mwmwawwm.m,mmmmqmmmmmm@ma
Facilmatron Comntittes which is the principal oegan dealing wifh this subject,

The guisdelines are addressed to - and call for co-operanon among - personnel ivolved is (he
mamement, operstion amd servicing of ships engaeed n intemational maritme maffic. Accordingly,
the target populimion covers mantime and port lmhmiﬂn,mﬂu;mmsmdmsmnmum
athers,

In onder 1o facilume the effective implementution of the fuidelines —at a practical fevel — MO has
developed a reloted mode! course in co-operation with several industry bodies and the Linited Nations
International Druy Control Programme (UNDCP). The model course Wit tested successfully in the
Canbbeas region in May 1999 with the participation of English-speaking representatives from all the

As 8 result of this 1est nun, the model course has now been finalized and i betnig translated into French
and Spanish for subsequent publication and distrbution maew IMOYs aim fo initinte & world-wide
progamme delivermy the model course in all developing regions.  And it is IMO's tiope that regional
partners - such as the OAS and this Committee — will wish 10 join us in ensuring adequate resources for
the delivery ollthe course in the Americas

Tao final mspects relating 10 pont security and which IMO s gleo covering, concern stowaways and
Allegal immigrution. Caidalines on these subjeets have been developed by the Organization and and we
being connmuously updated  Indeed, in 1997 the IMO Assembly adopted two pertinent resalutions: The
firt — resolution A 871(20) - introduced “Guidelines on the ullacation of respormibilities to seek the
successful resohation of stowmway cases™ which 15 addressed 1o shipping and pont interests i particular
The resolition was adopied because there had been a significant icrease in the wumber of reposts on
stowaways submitied to IMO, Accordingly, the puidance provided through the resohution was aimed
the iroduction of effective measures 1o prevent such incidents and engure BPPIOPTIRIE CO-OpRTatim
among all concemed ajgencies
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ﬁgmﬂtﬁu{uﬁun-kiﬂ{m]-duhm'fﬂnbaﬁngﬂmu&mﬁmwmh
trafficking or transpont of migmats by sea” Esscatially, the subjoct concemns the orpanized
mﬂﬂm.mimuﬁﬂhmmw.mmmwwmﬂmm
hnmhﬂndmﬁt@mmnﬂﬂmmmdmﬁﬁdhﬂdmphmm
Courtnes Fﬂoﬂ;hhhmmhﬁmw%ﬁuhfw%_ﬂmﬂ:ﬁ&h

Environmental protection

I.wﬂmmm[Mﬂ'smmimmwmmmﬂa effects oo ports. Ome of ow
pdmipnlmhlnmmmmhiudhumhrﬂmpﬁm and eomtrol of marine poallution from
sh#ﬂ.'%ﬂmmmﬁhmmﬂ:mhwhmmpmdnﬂmmm

In this contexi, you are of conrse all familinr with the International Corvention for the Prevention of
Pollution from Ships — otherwise known as MARPOL 73/78 - which 15 oue of the principal pillars of
M‘nwmm&mlmmg The Comvention emerged from earfier IMO fforts
dealing with the prevention of oil pollution from eperational discharges such as moutine tanker-loading
e washing. and discharges of oily wastes from muchinery

The MARPOL Convention denls not only with oil, but with all forms of manme pollution that can be
catused by ships, with the exception of activities tnvolving the dumping ail sea of lind-generated wastes
The basic elements of the Conventian relate 1o vessel eonsiruction and equipment, and also the control of
discharges of several substances. n respect of the later gspect, partics 1o MARPOL are obliged 1o pat in
pln:r.-—mbcwﬂﬂwulhrpi~m&umm.ﬂldﬂqﬁpmmlaiﬂiniuﬁﬁhugﬂwth:mmdihimby
protect the masine environment In seyeral areas, such dischurges are entirely protubined

Consequenily, m arder 1o allow ships 1o retain' their wastes on board and then discharge them i on
envirommizntally-soond manner, the Comvention obliges its parties to ensure the provision of facilities in
porix, !muhmdmpm yatils for the reception, without undue delay, of

oil rosidues and oily mixtures (MARPOL Annex | ~ in foree) _
m_umﬂmmlmﬂmlm.mﬂ—ﬁfml
sewage (MARPOL Annex IV — not yel i foree)
pmhaﬂ:{hmﬂPﬂLﬁmm?—mlwﬂ}.

Amew Annex VI to MARPOL. which deals with air pollution fram ships - and which has yet 10 come

" & 5 @

io foree — will also requite the parties thereto 1o provide approprinte port redeption faeilitics for oeone-
' example

As you are o doabt wware, o recopn 1 fuerfity is essentially mvihing that can receive shiphoard wistn
The type and size of the facility depend on the needs of the ships visifing a port. Whete 3 simplo garbage

bim and @ barre! fir waste oil may suffice in & small pon, another will need large aorage tanks for the
receptian of residurs and mixtures contiining ail or noxious Yiguids, But in spite of these self-evident

TMCE 2t atve wheprpon interfce -t I



mwmmmmmﬂmmmmmmmmﬁnm
cases non-eekent. mermﬁ:.h_m:mrmmwmmdwuwn

the high coit of providing potentially sophisticated facilities in ports and terminals

h-ﬁummmmmmm.mmmmmmwumu
how to da it™ and the second fy the “Comprehensive Manual on Port Reception Fucilities™. Both were
mw.mmﬁwmmm.wﬁh.mnrm SP1 Working

lﬂmﬂnmdngudmmquﬁmﬁrﬂ:emcﬁm_mmufm fmcilities Like
mﬂIM’upﬁﬁdmmdmmMMmmwjummmminlﬁ-p:withrhm]g:s
inhmmmﬂdnﬂwuﬂmmmde Indeed, & new version of
“MARPOL how to do ¥ s bemg prepared 1o include enforcement aspects, and next month our
ﬁsmqbly[lupui:lud':nndupumdmhn-whhhvﬁﬂmdm;mnmp'mmpirlclhm on the
provision sod wse of part reception facilities

In the Ametica, IMO) has been promoting the implementation and enforcensent of MARPOL - includmg
15 provisions on reception facilities — through u vaniety of progmmmes

mcmmhmﬁmmm.mmmmmnmmpmm rogicmn| sirategnes for
the protection of the marine environment which include srpet objectives for the mstallation of reception
fagilities, together with an sccompanying manial

In the Wider Canbbean segion — which covers all the tstand nations and the manisnd countries bordering
the Carhbean sea - MO recently concluded 2 major project entitled the “Wider Caribbean Initiative o
Ship-generated Wastes™ which produced a regional stratesy to promote and realize the widest pusible
ratification and fmplementation of MARPOL. The projeet mcluded a regional fesal framework, remional
wadle management plans. public swarencss campusgms, traiming of persotmel and the entification of
nationa projects for reception wnd dispossl facilities

As & fallow-up 1o that project, in Febnury of this year IMO comvened a Canbbean Forum on Marine
Environment Protection which was beld in the Dominican Republic. The ohjsctive of the Forum was 1o
present the results of the project | have just mentioned and, by inviting the donor community, 1o subenit
foe its considerutinn the individual eountry proposals on port reception facilities. White the Forum was
siceess in respoct of the former aipects — that bs, approval of the resnlts of the project and of the funge
work 1o be done nitionatly and regionally for MARPOL implementation — the intended mobilization of
domar interest for the individual country proposals was not so positive. This is a matter for rejret since
the Wider Caribbean region i beavily reliant on tourism which demands a pristine murme emvironment

Aflerall, that 15 why the tourists come.

It 3 plso 5 matter of regret because IMO has declared the Wider Caribbenn region as - Special Arcy
under Annex V oof MARPOL.  This status means that, in the region ships are prohibited from
discharging garkage mio the sea, expect under strictly defined cotditions, and they e corpletely
banned from dutoping any plastics. The Special Area was declared i 1993 but it will pot come w50
foree until the repron itself informs IMO Ut sufficient garbage reception facilities me mn place. At the
Cmﬁbmmewiiuﬂﬁigm.ﬂEmmdmﬁmmmmmhnd themsstves 1 securing the entry
inta force of the Special Arca status by 2003 - which mears thal up 10 23 countries of the Americas i
by then have provided such facilitics.

D wnd the shipdpi interfice <= jAo



mah-mw-m-mmﬂmmmmwmmmmhm
enforcement of MARPOL. Hawever, the historic reasons of the cost of recoption facilities remains o
m-ﬁummmmmmuﬂrmmmﬂmmm
and recipient Govemments, to seck ways of overcoming the barrier In thes conlext, one of the
M'Muﬁmmhmwm-m-mummmmgm
hﬂmhml,mdmh:mhﬁﬂhMﬁWmﬂmEm;md
cosl-recovery. methods This i= certairily an ares which chould be explored furtber in co-operation with
the region's organizations and development banks

Mrh'nﬂ:lm.uﬂrﬁt!ﬂhﬁdntulhm*imuimhlﬂwd-lh:mmhmhﬂmw“mﬂhmn
bearing on ports

Dunng the 19%0s, IMO has Had occaskom fo uddress the eovironmental impact assessmenr of port

: n and port openitions. While our activities in this field have been limited, they include an
hmiﬂﬁrmpuﬁmhﬂdlnlﬂzmmIHILwhinhmnflhudnlquuhﬂumyinﬂmm
attended mammmnhwmmﬂmmﬂmmmm
seminzrs on the subject, and we Bave since doliverod such events i Affica, Asis and Latin Amenca Af
mmmﬁ_ngm:wmww.wummwdecmm
mpag) sssessmienl w ports, which are siill being apphed,

mrmm“mutmshwmfﬂmmnwmm”mcyﬂmingmmnhumdmﬂmm
pailition resulting frum accidents in ports and termingls. You may be aware that the preparation of wich
plans is mandatory for countries that are parties to the Inersational Comveation oo Oil Pollution
Preputedness Response and Co-operation (OPRC) which was adopted by IMO in 1950

Asﬁ:in;mmiamwmnhqcmnmphmmmmlumu{mumuw techiiical
assistance dctivities  In ihis context, | bave almady referred 10 our centre m Cumagan -
REMPEITC-Canb - which was sel up precisely (o assut (he countries of the Wiler Carilibean regron 1o
citiiblish - mtional and regionsl vystems to fight marine pollution. The eentre is therefire ot the tlaginl
of the region to wssis also in relation 1o pon contingeney plamming

Facilitation of maritime traffic

Trning finally to facilitition maners, a5 port officials you are all well aware of the Convestion on the
Facilnation of imermational Maritime Traffic - the FAL Caonvention — which was adopied by IMO in
1965 and came mto force in 1967. There are currently B3 parties to the Convention, but within the
Amienicas however, only 17 of the 3% hemispheric nations have accepied that instrument

This autience will cerinly recomize the advantages afforded through the FAL Convention i terms of
the simplificativn, stindardiztion and harmonization of the formalities snd procedures contected with
the arrival, stay and departure of ships, persons and cargoes. These advantases banefil;

*  mantime wud port admmisiators, munigration, customs, security and healih authoritics
o shipowmors, ship-operators sad agents
* shippers, consigness, road, mil amd intand water transpon operators and aponts

1400 and 18 shippant inrerface S = Lk



Fuﬂhnimhmuﬂh:ﬁwmmufﬂmawﬁmdlmﬂhbm done since 196% 1o
improve the ﬂmmmMmdem Mare will be done in the fsture,
mﬂgF&Lﬂmmﬁpnmdmnmmmuwhdqwmmmmmmm

o e o o o OO
- £ 1 - s messn of ships and .
particular dangerous goods - s e

= the introdiction Huiﬁmnwmhﬁcmmddmermmm
cargoes .
» and otheraspects of the shigdpon itterface, fmcluding dlict drug-iaffickine

Indzed, at its kst session — which was beld only last mooth — our Facifiution Commines considered 3
MMMWMIWHMMMF%CWMMWMMM
mmmmmmmmmmmw.wmlmmmi
organizations. The FAL Commitice bas requesied Germany 1o submit o proposal for such a review
which will be examined next year Stmultaneosly with that decision, the Comminee also adopled
mmﬂlﬁl;ﬂ.mmmﬂ[lhﬁﬂljﬂ highlighted earlicr, and these are expocted to
enter into farce m 200] h

Orice o, T would have liked to distribiute e ltest report of the Facilitation Committee. but this too
has not ot been published in final form  Nevettheless | 'will fiorward & 1o vousr Secsetamm in die course

h&ﬁmﬂmm:fmm-n-%—wﬂhmmwmmﬂhwmmmdmn}_
organizations that atend IMD meetings ~ it would be redindant o enter into firther details aft mantime
fucilitation. Neverthelesa, | would Wke 10 emphasize the importance of this subject 16 those countnes of
Ihuﬁwinulhﬂhlwmyﬂmﬁmthfﬂmﬂbﬂ,mﬂlwuldqnmlimﬂaﬁmm:
Cmni:lummlmwahmum.ﬁﬁnmmghﬁnhmmmwnmmm epan

The itsve, hawever, 1 npt mercly one of accepiance 1t also tne of effective implementation snd
enifiircement of the Canvention and, on this point, greater effart is still required cven from thiose coonirics
that arc already parties to that instrument, and cemainly from IMO

To thit end, i 1998 IMO funched & reglonal profect on FAL mamers m Lstin Asmencs snd the
Canbbean mmmwmmhmmmmmmmﬂm:
Conveation and, i this end, we have commissioned dingnostic studies on the current saatis of fucilitation
measures i Ceniral and South America and in the Caribbean, What we have foind i that slthough they
are wwnre of the advantages derving from maritime facilitation, the countries do not yet have sufficient
Woﬁhn-mwwuﬂdmmﬂuurhﬂmhpminplmmﬂm will bring the bencfits
daseribed previously

Orengrnally, we had envissged that the priject might, afier the diagmistic phiase, proceed 10 the prepamation
of subrenonal facilitation sirategies hasad on the realities of sach subregion. Hers deain we have found
that, alilusgh the stratejies can be prepared to promote improved manitime facilitation. the thiree ¢ y
prougngs are perhisps ot yet ready to adopy them beciuse, before accepung volumary commitments om
a r;g:uu} Jevel, more needs 10 be done nationally  IMO will neverthelgss persevere with this obyective
in the fulure
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