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IMO AND THE SHIF/PORT INTERFACE

— ”:'mttﬂm fo the
it Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports
of the Organization of American States (OAS)

by JO Espinosa Ferrey
Head. Latin América and Caribbean Sectinn, Technical Co-aperation Division
Interuntionsl Maritime Organizationg (1M

Thank you, Mr ﬁ:ﬁdmu;fwgisﬁgmﬂp:ﬂuwdwmm;rmupthmmlﬁuum aof ihe
Intetnational Marwirne Organization. and its relationship to pors. | have brought & limuted: sumber o
materials on some oF the relevant nubjécts that are Svailable (o the delegates. Virually all the matenals
arg availabie on our websie

Ibelivve it has Hean some time dince IMO was present at a meeting held utler the aurpives of the (IAS -
with which IMO has an agreement of eo-operation — but | am certain that there will be firiher oveasions
since it 15 the wish of owr Secretary-General, Mr Williom ©'Neil, fo increase mutial co-operation and
exchinges between our twis organs

As port experts ang officils; shiere 13 no doabt that sll of vou have beard of IMO) and its fiinetioas in
relation {0 the maritime sectar The Crgamization was established mn e late 1950s 18 a specislized
apency ol the United Nations, 0'act a5 an inter-govermental forum figr the adoprion of mternational
ruies and sandards govemning mastime safiety, the prevention und control of marine pollution frotn ships.
the development of mantme legsstation and the fucifitation of ouritime traffic

IM(Y's tegulniory. framewdrk is conained s internations) Conventions, as well a5 in relsied Codes,
rssolutions, swidelines and recommendations. This framewiork covess a wille spectnun of toples mnpng
from the comstmuction and equipment of ships. and their operanion and manmng. to the environmental
measures that need 1o be w place to prodec the oceans i sem from the pollntion that muy be coused by
shipping sctvities

The ship/port intecface (SP'1)

What perhaps i not so well known, is that IMO's activities in the field af salety and emvirotimental
piotection in ports are & old as the Organization nsell  And this is beeause every safoty of
‘environmeital prosising implemented on berard ships impsots tn one way or the other on the pons

Hawever, it was really omly in the earfy 1990s thar IMO bogss giving formal, bt indtennthg aticntion to
the impact of shipping activites in port arcas. Indeed, it was at the wmtmive of the Seeretury-Genersl
than, i 1992, the Organization beian develping o sirsteny foe ship/pon interface and the methods 10
mplement it A Working Group was established for that purpose and the siralegy was approved thiough
resofution A 7R619), adopred by IMO's Assembly in 1995 As o result, it was agreed that the SPI
Warking Group ahould remain in existence to

* act as @ forum of co-ordmanion between itiernations] organizations on muatters relating 1o the
ship/part interface
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identify reluted subjects

establish and updaste objectives 1o be achieved in respoct of cach subject identified
compile a global nventory of work and publications on those subjects

identify areas for further work by IMO

dentify and prioritize the needs of countries in relation to the ship‘port micrface.

The SPT Group functions under the overall diréetion of IMOVs Faciliation Commities where other

ship/port mterface matters are dealt with such as documentary rements and procedirzs for the
clennnce of ships, persons and carpees. g

However, because of s mubi-dissiphinasy nature, the Ciroup also reports to IMCO's Maritime Safeiy
Commitiee anid Manine Environment Protection Commitice, and jis work covers:n wide vanety of wpiey
The following is u representative list of subjects handled by the SPf Group

* wmpection programmes on freight containers, othér cargo tankport wnis and vehicles
= communications between marnitinie Administrations and port Awthoritics

¢ promotion of EDI tn mmatters relating 1o the sfety, efficiency: and mmnapgeiment of the
shup/port mterface

Tevision of guidelnes for packing caren tranaport units (CT1s)

ettsblishment and operation of port receplion facilities for ship-generated wastes, inclnding
development of model courses on carpo handling in port areas

EMmetgency preparcdness and refponse in-port aress

the pronision of fug asststance

comtinuovs updating of the bibliography on 5P sibjects

Mr. Presdeor | would hirve Iiked 1o distribute s thes meeting the report of the SPI Group's tast scssion -
which was held in Seplember — 3o that delegates might see the satent and scope of the work bomp carrsil
ot While the report hat not vel been published in fiml form, | will certamly forward it 1o this
Commminee s Secreninat in due coire
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With this brief overview on the objectives of the Sl Group, | wonld now like o tum 1o specific aspects
of IMO's work thit affoet the ship/pin intgrlace

Safeiy of nuvigation

IMO wass established prineipally 1o ensure maritime safety nsd promote qualisy shipping  While s great
deal of IMUY'S work i these fields concerns the design, equipment and operation of ships, other isues
include the estublishment of vesse! traffic systoms and nids to navigation, as well as the sdantfication and
eliitittion of subwstindrd ships,

| mention the latier two because of their refevance fo ports For example, m sceordance with our
International Convention for the Safety of Life a1 Sez (SULAS), vessel tmaific systems can be put in place
by Guvernmerts 1o contribute 1o the safety snd efficicncy of navigation and the prosection of the msine
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