InCom WG 139

Values of Inland Waterways

Terms of Reference

Background

Canals and some rivers are generally developed, improved and/or managed to
meet a number of specific goals such as the movement of freight, power
generation, flood alleviation etc. It seems very logical to try to realize the
potentials of these waterways for these specific goals but what about other
benefits/values of the waterway for society? How many can be distinguished and
can these values provide benefit in some other way together with the primary
goals or will other values be conflicting? What is the potential of these other

» values?

There are obviously many questions, and when considering waterways all over
the world, the values for society can be very diverse. Sometimes these values
can be expressed in terms of financial value, but at other times it will be a value
to society difficult to express in these economic terms. With this in mind, a
broader insight in to these values could be helpful in managing, operating,
developing or investing in waterways.

For waterway projects, greater insight could help in the process of increasing the
benefit to cost ratio which would increase the attractiveness of the project, and
could assist in selling the project to a wider community.

Objective of the Working Group

The WG should investigate and report on;
i. An overview of these possible additional values and benefits from
navigable waterways
ii. Analyze what parameters are determining and creating these values.
iii. What values and benefits can be considered the most important and
which of these are related to the physical appearance and the aesthetic
impact of the waterway?
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