1
- 2 -

[image: image1.png]




INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN 

THIRTY-THIRD ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES



OAS/Ser.L/II.2.33
November 13-15, 2006







CIM/INF. 4/06
/
San Salvador, El Salvador






13 November 2006










Original: Spanish

REMARKS MADE BY MR. ELÍAS ANTONIO SACA,
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
THIRTY-THIRD ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES
INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN (CIM)
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS)
NOVEMBER 13, 2006


I would like to begin this morning by welcoming all of the delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women to this country, El Salvador, where the role of women occupies a place of highest importance in the decisions that guide the destiny of the country. Welcome to El Salvador, where women are more than half of the population.


Since we are a country dedicated to respect for the civil and political rights of women, and since we have such few occasions in which we have the honor of receiving one of the most important inter-governmental organizations of the hemisphere, I feel very proud to have been invited to inaugurate this Thirty-Third General Assembly.


I thank you, first of all, for the gesture of holding this assembly in El Salvador. My greetings and warm welcome go out to all of the representatives of the OAS, to Dr. Insulza who arrived yesterday, to the leadership of CIM, to its Chair, Doctor Freire, and to all of the delegates of the commission who are here with us.


Welcome to all of you who are specialists on issues of HIV/AIDS, intra-family violence, gender equality, and other issues that will be addressed in this assembly.


Since 1950, when our political Constitution was amended to extend the universal right to vote to women, El Salvador has been developing a complete moral, civic, and political platform that will allow women to exercise their rights with freedom and in conditions equal to men.


In El Salvador we are proud to be able to show our credentials on the issue of women’s participation in the development of our society. Throughout history, from the early days of our independence to the digital age in which we live today, El Salvador has been a country where women have excelled and contributed to our progress at decisive moments.


Like few countries in the region, we can be proud of having a woman as Vice President of the Republic, the first in the history of El Salvador. I want to tell you something important: when I made the decision to invite Ana Vilma to accompany me as a running mate—on a slate which ended up being elected by the people—I knew I wasn’t making a mistake. She is a brilliant woman with great capabilities. And I didn’t choose her simply to be able to say that we had a woman on the ticket. It was difficult to have a woman as a running mate for the first time in the country, but it was difficult because we had to choose between so many capable women.


But I feel very happy and satisfied with the work that the Vice President is carrying out professionally. Her position is certainly not decorative, nor is it an add-on to the Presidency; she works right alongside the President, making important decisions. 


But in El Salvador, we are going beyond that. There are many women in leadership positions: on presidential commissions for democratic governance, in agriculture, ministers, vice-ministers (one designated to the presidency of the republic), and women magistrates of the Supreme Court of Justice. In the last election of the court, many women joined the court as judges. We have a large number of women mayors, and of course many women representatives in the National Assembly who have participated in very significant ways. Many of them are here with us today.


And of course, I cannot fail to mention—and I do it sincerely because she deserves it—the essential work of the First Lady of the Nation, my wife.

Distinguished Delegates of the CIM:


You have come to a country where women have not arrived at their positions because of any kind of quota. They have arrived because of their qualifications for the job they are in. And they have earned these positions by working in them.


We also have many capable women in key positions of the business sector, in the arts, in sports, in culture, in politics, and in various professional spheres. I can say with absolute conviction that in El Salvador, women enjoy equality of conditions for their development.


Personally, I am an admirer of how Latin American women balance their roles as mother, wife, and administrator of the home, while still competing professionally in politics, in professional areas, and in business. I have great respect for the ability of women to find the right blend between family, personal development, and work.


That is why I applaud this assembly and celebrate the fact that you are gathered here to have productive and enriching discussions on HIV/AIDS and the other issues that you plan to address.


On the issue of HIV/AIDS, I would like to briefly share with you something of the efforts that we are making as a country, especially since we began our national program on HIV/AIDS in the Ministry of Public Health several years ago.


In the last few years, we have elevated the importance of the issue and have dedicated more resources to the institutional fight against AIDS. We have advanced so much that some international programs are limiting their aid now under the impression that some countries need help more than others.


This morning over breakfast with the Secretary General of the OAS in the Presidential House, I was telling him how lower-middle income countries like us have problems accessing development funds. The argument is that we have advanced more and have some achievements to show for it, and with this argument, these funds are practically snatched away from our hands. 


We have been very aggressive with our efforts to avoid discrimination and to designate more funds to prevention and education, but that does not take away from our need to continue to look for necessary funds from agencies of international cooperation and donor organizations.


I want to take advantage of this moment to make a call to the various organizations for global cooperation and development not exclude our countries from the aid initiatives aimed at confronting this global ill.


As a country, we will be firm, as always, in our commitment to work tirelessly to prevent the disease, to educate the new generations, and to counteract the stigma and discrimination that exists around HIV/AIDS.


In the framework of this meeting, it pleases me to be able to announce and make official on the part of our government, the “National Day for HIV Testing,” which will be on our official national calendar every June 27, in order to encourage all people at risk of HIV/AIDS infection to obtain counseling and voluntary screening, totally free.


In El Salvador an average of 600 HIV/AIDS screening tests are done each day in a voluntary manner and without cost through the National Health System. However, like other governments, we believe that having a day of awareness about the importance of AIDS testing is very necessary.


We believe that this step is important so that people who have been infected will take steps to protect their own heath and that of their partners. We believe that prevention, timely information, and education are fundamental for keeping our rates as low as possible.


I would like to congratulate the Commission and the OAS for organizing this crusade to sensitize the Latin American population about this very serious problem of HIV/AIDS and about other problems like the marginalization of women, violence against women, poverty, access to basic services, and women’s participation in politics, which is another important topic that will be dealt with tomorrow.


For me it is interesting that while women are unfortunately excluded and limited in various countries of the world, in El Salvador and in other countries in the region, we have advanced a great deal in terms of the participation of women in politics, business, and other professions. We have also made important progress in the protection of women’s rights.


As I said previously, I personally admire how women manage to adapt their multiple roles and their skills. This has opened new spaces of trust and credibility in the entire structure of society.


I am greatly pleased that women today are doing things that our mothers and grandmothers could not even have imagined. Women are excelling in political positions, decision-making positions. They are running their own businesses and, at the same time they are moving their families and their country forward.

In Latin America the participation of women in high levels of politics and business is more visible, more relevant, and has more of an impact on the development of our countries everyday. Congratulations. And isn’t it great that in this assembly we can become more aware, discuss new avenues of leadership, and send a message of feminine pride to society.

I want to take advantage of the occasion to thank and congratulate Mrs. Milena Calderón, who has fought for the rights of Salvadoran women and for their equal opportunity in development for more than twenty years. Thank you, Milena, for your lifetime of work and example in this struggle on behalf of the rights of women. Thank you for ably representing El Salvador in this important organization, the OAS.
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Friends:


No matter what ideological camp we are from, we should promote the equal participation of women in political, professional, and business fields. Salvadoran men and women celebrate the projection of the woman as a reference point for commitment to principles and family values, to moral and social responsibility, and to maintaining a framework of standards for dignity and equality.


In the framework of these standards of gender sensitivity and equality, it is an honor for me to declare this assembly inaugurated. I wish you successful meetings and I thank you very much for inviting me to reflect with you on the importance of women’s rights in the building of a better future for our peoples.


May God bless all of you and bring you success in this meeting.

Thank you very much.
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