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President of the Legislative Assembly, Profesor Rubén Orellana

President of the Supreme Court of Justice, Dr. Agustín García Calderón

Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza
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Distinguished members of the Cabinet
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Other Principal Delegates to the CIM

Ladies and Gentleman, Friends. 


It is for me an honor and a pleasure to welcome you to the inaugural session of the XXXIII Assembly of Delegates of the CIM. I should confess that I am both very happy and also a little sad at this moment. Happy, because as we look back we can see the significant progress that the CIM has made during the last biennium. Sad, because this Assembly is the last one that I will chair for the CIM and, just as it always is when things come to an end, this particular ending creates in me a bit of nostalgia.


Nevertheless, I am sure that the direction given by the CIM’s Executive Committee is promising and that it will allow our colleagues on the Executive Committee of the next biennium to begin their work on clear, concrete, and well-defined foundations. I took on this position with a commitment to work with defined goals in order to ensure that our actions would show concrete results in reality that would improve the condition of women in the Americas. Fortunately, I was accompanied in this effort by an Executive Committee, to whom I would like to express my thanks for their invaluable assistance and consistently willing collaboration.

I would also like to take this opportunity to offer special thanks to the Secretary General of the OAS and the Assistant Secretary General who joined us in sessions of the Executive Committee in order to listen to our concerns and offer their support. I would especially like to highlight the unprecedented initiative of the Secretary General who was kind enough to visit me in Brazil to dialogue and to seek solutions for improving the complex situation facing the CIM currently. Today we can say that we have made progress, and that progress is reflected in the budget approved by the OAS General Assembly for 2007.


Finally, I want to thank the Executive Secretariat and all of the staff of the Permanent Secretariat for the support they have given us for carrying out our work during this biennium.


From the point of view of the institution, we find ourselves in a time of many challenges, but also of opportunities, both in and outside of the OAS. In the area of women’s human rights, where our work has been and continues to be a pioneering effort, the CIM is being widely recognized and valued. For one thing, it has the distinction of having facilitated for the Conference of States Party to the Belém do Pará Convention, the approval of the MESECVI, the Follow-up Mechanism for that convention. Today the MESECVI is functioning fully and carrying out its proposed objectives. It was very satisfying for me to be able to present the MESECVI progress report to the plenary of the Thirty-fifth Ordinary Session of the General Assembly of the OAS.


I am also proud that our Executive Committee has incorporated the gender aspects of HIV/AIDS into the CIM agenda, and that this is the single issue for us to discuss here in the Heads of Delegation dialogue. The AIDS pandemic cannot continue to be ignored. While there has been a slight improvement, it continues to be a threat of alarming proportions in our region. All of us need to collaborate with one another on this. It is also a mandate we must take on given the commitment our governments made at the Summit of the Americas to combat HIV/AIDS. Our governments recognized that this illness is a great health risk in the hemisphere, especially for the most vulnerable groups, like women, who face a greater risk of infection as a consequence of their living conditions in our countries. We women have less power and our voices are less heard. From the point of view of human rights, and most specifically from a gender perspective, the CIM should take an active role in this issue, contribute to the development of strategies, and fight against this tragedy that is affecting us so negatively. Woman must also struggle against the patent process in order to gain free and universal access to antiretroviral medicines. I am happy that this Assembly will be a launching point for the PAHO “Get Tested” campaign in Central America and I hope that the initiative will have the multiplier effect that is so essential in this area.


Along the same lines, this Assembly must also define the work of the next Committee on the issue of human trafficking. This issue has become the responsibility of another entity because of OAS restructuring, but it continues to require our commitment and joint efforts so that the gender perspective is maintained in the programs and projects developed to address this most serious problem affecting primarily women and children.


Finally, I’d like to bring up one aspect of violence against women that the CIM needs to face as a social problem and a problem of human security, and that is femicide: the assassination of women with premeditation, viciousness, cruelty, mutilation, and perversity. The magnitude of this type of gender-based violence has not been brought to light in its entirety, and that is why it is necessary to begin work on this issue promptly as a way of contributing to peace building and security in the hemisphere. For this reason, we’ve included it as a proposal within the Work Program for the next period.
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In this biennium, the CIM continued to be very successful in complying with the mandates received from the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (PIA). We continued to work intensely within the OAS on gender training for officials in charge of policies and projects and on supporting the organs and organisms of the Inter-American system so that they can integrate a gender perspective in all of their work. We also developed initiatives in areas that are not traditional for the CIM, such as the Project for Training on Gender, Conflict, and Peace-Building, which was able to combine two areas of work within the Inter-American System—conflict resolution and prevention, and gender—in an innovative and effective way. The project was implemented in partnership with the OAS Department for Crisis Prevention and the non-governmental organization, Initiative for Inclusive Security. It helped to train sixty women and men from ten countries of the region on leadership in areas of governance, peace building, and conflict resolution and prevention in order to more effectively incorporate a gender perspective in their areas of work.

Before I end my talk, I want to mention the progress made in integrating gender into the Summit of the Americas process, especially at the IV Summit, held in 2005, which dealt with poverty, work, and democracy—all crucial issues for women and for their empowerment. As public servants in high-level decision-making positions, we must act on the commitment our leaders made to assure equality of opportunity for women in access to education, training, and in fair remuneration for decent work. We must pay special attention to gender-based differences in need but not from a basis of inequality. The mandates of the IV Summit are the foundation over which we are developing activities aimed at integrating women, especially poor women, into productive and decent jobs. We are also pushing governments to adopt measures that support women in their multiple productive and reproductive roles. All of these are key strategies for achieving effective results in poverty reduction as a multi-dimensional and priority issue.

It is my greatest hope that this Assembly will be highly productive, reaching results that will allow the next Executive Committee to continue making progress towards fulfilling the objectives of this beloved institution, the CIM. The women of the Americas still have far to go to reach full equality and equitable participation in all areas from north to south, and east to west in our hemisphere.

Thank you very much.
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